e UAE to host the First Global Conference on
the United Nations' Partnership for Action on
Green Economy (PAGE)

® Preparations for Zayed International Prize
for the Environment begin

e UNEP launches the Arab region Atlas of Our
Changing Environment

e UNEP and The League of Arab States to
strengthen cooperation to address
environmental issues in the Arab region

e Youth are the driving force to meet future
sustainable development goals

e CITES Parties discuss the establishment of
a West Asian Wildlife Enforcement Network

e Launch of the Arab Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment synthesis report

e Five monitoring stations track air quality
in Lebanon

e Arab Regional Consultative Meeting
highlights Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)

e Major Groups and Stakeholders meet in
Amman to discuss the Post 2015
Development Agenda
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The United Arab Emirates which represents the will,
vision and ambition for sustainable future continues
to lead the way in green initiatives and practices, as
it was officially announced the host of the first
“Global Conference on the United Nations’
Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE)”
which will take place on 4-5 March 2014, in Dubai.

Over than 500 prominent participants including
world leaders, corporations, scientists and
researchers are expected to attend the inaugural
conference of “PAGE”, which is a response to the
outcome document of the UN Conference on
Sustainable Development (Rio+20), launched by four
UN agencies with the aim to support 30 countries in
building national green economy strategies and
policies.

On this occasion, HE Dr. Rached Ahmad Bin Fahad,
the Minister of Environment and Water said:"We, in
the UAE are already green, and having such a
conference is a testimony of the UAE's progress.
Having this conference will support the UN's efforts
and it is for us to learn from other countries”.

Furthermore, the Under -Secretary General and
UNEP’s Executive Director, Mr. Achim Steiner added
that: “We are looking forward to this first global
conference being the premier platform in which
leaders, pioneers, practitioners, policymakers and
ministers will come together to assess how
successful these policies are, and which could likely
be replicable in other countries.”

Partnership for
Action on Green
Economy (PAGE)
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Preparations for Zayed International
Prize for the Environment begin

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed Bin Rashid Al

Maktoum, UAE Vice-President and Prime Minister,
Ruler of Dubai, received the jury members, in run-up
to Zayed International Prize for the Environment 2014.

The world’s most prestigious environment prizes
founded by H.H. Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, is worth USS 1 million, divided into three
categories: Global Leadership for the Environment,
Scientific and Technological Achievement in
Environment, Environmental Action Leading to Positive
Change in Society.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed affirmed during the
meeting with the jury his confidence in the wisdom
and knowledge of the jury who selects nominees
based on the consideration of their efficiency and the
constructive roles they play in preserving the
environment both locally and internationally. Previous
Global Leadership winners have been heads of state,
distinguished scientists, and prestigious scientific
institutions.

The jury of the Zayed International Prize for the
Environment is chaired by Dr. Klaus Toepfer, former
Executive Director of UNEP, and its members include,
among others, Achim Steiner, Under-Secretary-
General of United Nations and Executive Director of
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). The
Technical Advisory Committee submitted over than 60
nominations to the jury which will announce the three
winners in January.
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UNEP launches the Arab region Atlas of Our
Changing Environment
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The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and aelin g aa G s piall Wi Appyad) Aidaiall (el CaiS
the Abu Dhabi Global Environmental Data Initiative

(AGEDI), supported by the Environment Agency — Abu ) bl Ballall (sl Byabaas (i) Al Bastiall oal)

Dhabi (EAD) released The Arab Region: Atlas of Our oo S0 e bl et e aliad — Ll Lo (e aey
Changing Environment. The Atlas examines the i ) . )
environmental change that has taken place at more than osall (e de gane Laddiiae Ay al) dalaiall & aBse (il

80 locations across the Arab region, using a combination
of on-the-ground photographs, current and historical
satellite images, with a narrative based on extensive e dude Ao e ans S allglly de luall
scientific evidence.
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“Before-and-after” studies in the atlas clearly
demonstrate the pace of development in the region,

offering compelling examples of wide-ranging oY) s Lawg LApal) thie 8 4l eyl Joa g lgn
environmental change, including land use change, urban — ; ; ) i

growth, degradation of marine and coastal areas, altered e getlat] el logio ooy dpemtoall St o)
hydrology and shrinking water bodies, loss of habitats and LS Sl ramiadiy i SN

impacts of climate change.
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Arab region, from limited freshwater resources, rapid Jo adlgall Uls Jolis Al luhall 038 mgimgn jediis . el
urbanization, depletion of natural resources, and the ) )
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risks and natural disasters. For example, water scarcity is a .. & F Al 3. .. o s
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key environmental issue in 19 of the 22 countries. Very 5 o e e

low and highly variable annual rainfall makes the region Dally cdglalidly Gypad) Bhlill Hsaxis guanll sailly ¢ oY)

particularly vulnerable to climate change impacts, and v . . .

et iy Jilgall 35Lid g coliall daSg Aalinn yalss |
per-capita water availability is expected to halve by 2050. 5 Rl il Bludy colaall 205, 5 sl
Coupled with increases in temperature, these changes will ele < slall e L)

intensify pressure on natural and physical systems.
tGlaglrall Cpa dial

http://na.unep.net/atlas/viewAtlasBookWithID.php?atlasID=2447

For more information:
http://na.unep.net/atlas/viewAtlasBookWith|D.php?atlasID=2447 jikss
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UNEP and The League of Arab States to strengthen
cooperation to address environmental issues in the Arab

region

Appreciating the green initiatives which have been steadily
mushrooming in the Arab Region, the United Nations Assistant
Secretary-General and UNEP Deputy Executive Director, Mr. Ibrahim
Thiaw, said UNEP and the League of Arab States (LAS) will work
together to ensure adequate response to environmental priorities of
the Arab Region.

Mr. Thiaw, on behalf of UNEP’s Executive Director, Mr. Achim Steiner
addressed the 25" session of the Council of Arab Ministers
Responsible for the Environment, held at the Headquarters of LAS on
7 November 2013. Mr. Thiaw reiterated that UNEP will work with LAS
to strengthen institutional mechanisms for cooperation between the
two organizations, to provide quality policy services and technical
support. It is to be noted that cooperation between UNEP and LAS
started in the early 80™ and has been growing ever since. In following
up to the recommendations of CAMRE to renew the Memorandum of
Understanding, the Director of the Department of Environment,
Housing and Water Resources in LAS, Mr. Jamal Jaballah visited
UNEP’s Regional office for West Asia (ROWA) in Bahrain. Mr. Jaballah
and UNEP-ROWA agreed on the areas of cooperation, joint activities
and future plans.

Opening Remarks by Mr. Ibrahim Thiaw at the 25th Session of CAMRE available on:
http://www.unep.org/NewsCentre/default.aspx?Document|D=2754&ArticlelD=969
2

A special article on the 25" session of CAMRE and the cooperation between UNEP
and LAS will be published in the upcoming newsletter.
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Youth are the driving force to meet sustainable

development goals

Experts from UNEP and the General Organization for Youth and

Sports in Bahrain joined forces to discuss ways to engage and
involve young people of the West Asia region in the sustainable
development process.

Young people from across the region took part in the meeting
entitled “Innovative Youth for Sustainable Future”, which sought
to promote the role of young people in improving healthcare,
preventing environmental degradation and creating green job
opportunities.

The debate emphasized how young people, nurtured in a world of
technological innovation, can be the driving force to meet future
sustainable development goals. The youth gathering was a
platform to call on leaders to support innovation and technology
as means to advance broader development, drive positive change
and bring citizens closer to their governments.

In addition, the participants in the meeting urged the
international community and the decision-makers to provide
more flexible, dynamic and open means of governing, in order to
reach more people than previously possible. They emphasized
that the key to a successful development paradigm will be
innovation and education systems that equip students with not
only the theoretical knowledge, but a practical mix of marketable,
innovative and relevant skills that are needed to compete in the
global digital economy.
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CITES Parties discuss the establishment of a

West Asian Wildlife Enforcement Network

During a workshop organized at the request of the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) Parties of West Asia, a
process was agreed on strengthening regional
cooperation in the fight against wildlife crime. The CITES
parties discussed the need for and feasibility of
establishing a regional network to coordinate the
enforcement of laws that regulate trade in wildlife and to
share intelligence.

The workshop was held with the participation of CITES
implementation and law enforcement representatives
from Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. The CITES
parties elected a task force, inclusive of four countries, to
prepare a proposal on the mechanism to establish a
regional network to combat wildlife crime in West Asia,
for consideration by each government.

The meeting was organized jointly by the Environment
Public Authority of Kuwait, the CITES Secretariat and the
West Asia Regional Office of the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP-ROWA), with the financial support of
the European Commission.

Read more:
http://biodiversity-l.iisd.org/news/cites-parties-discuss-the-
establishment-of-a-west-asian-wildlife-enforcement-

network/
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Launch of the Arab Millennium Ecosystem

Assessment synthesis report

The Arab Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

synthesis report launched at the headquarters of the
League of Arab States in Cairo.

Mr. Ibrahim Thiaw, UNEP Deputy Executive Director
had given the launch speech of the report during the
25" session of the Council of Arab Ministers
Responsible for the Environment (CAMRE).

The report has been prepared in collaboration with
the Centre for Environment and Development for
the Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE); Suez Canal
University (SCU), Egypt; Presidency of Metrology and
Environment (PME), the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia;
and Ministry of Energy, Mines, Water and
Environment, the Kingdom of Morocco.

UNEP Director and Regional Representative in West
Asia, Mr. lyad Abumoghli, indicated that this
assessment is part of other assessments and services
that UNEP delivers through its Office in West Asia,
including capacity building, policy advice, technical
assistance, supporting implementation of
environmental multilateral agreements, support to
policy fora, and facilitating negotiations and
convening partners.
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Five

monitoring
stations track
air pollution in

Lebanon
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The Environment Ministry in Lebanon in collaboration with
UNEP and UNDP has launched the Air Quality Monitoring
network within the frame of the project to develop environment
resources in Lebanon, funded by Greece.

The project aims at informing experts on a long-lasting plan to
improve the quality of air by installing five monitoring stations

that operate in different sites in Lebanon, to assess the air
quality and monitor it.

The Ministry of Environment in cooperation with international
experts and academic institutions, was working on modernizing
air quality standards and maximum limits of emissions to
improve the air quality monitoring and management.

UNEP’s Regional Director in West Asia, Mr. lyad Abumoghli
highlighted the importance of the project for Lebanon and the
region. He mentioned that these last two years have provided a
stepping stone, and milestones in the success to create
momentum in Lebanon on the sustainable use and control of
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coastal resources. In addition, he noted that this is not the end of
the.prOJect but merely the beglnn.lng of along road to success, an.@ =
environmentally sound and sustainable future for Lebanon, and - W
hopefully a road map of inspiration to neighboring countries. =,
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The Arab Regional Consultative meeting, jointly DSy aialas (A) (gyslitd) el oY) g L) R

‘» ' organized by ESCWA, UNEP and the League of & Aayal) Jsal) dmalas Al sanial) oY) ol g (pslatly
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platform for sharing experiences on the progress G P OB = e

made against the sustainable development goals Dbl Glgay (B ALl Al i) Apenil) Calaa) (3aan

(SDGs), as well as for discussing views and strategies 2015 ple am Lo saiaY cilashinl) auass
for the post-2015 agenda. .
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Participants had also discussed the mechanisms
needed for shaping the SDGs, as well as the
preparations for the regional meeting planned to be
held at the beginning of 2014, and which the dal e Jay Gagu (53l (soimall byl ool sl e
outcomes will feed into the next session of the High 2013 ple b A sieal dpat
Level Political Forum (HLPF) that replaced the i
Commission on Sustainable Development in 20134
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UNEP convened its annual Regional Consultative Meeting 2l WNERRE e L ede
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in the West Asia region to update Major Groups on the = e e R e bl ’
establishment and form of the UN Environment Assembly @il Jasll Hlaly 2015 ale aay Lol dpeill saial) & Jlaill
(UNEA) as well as on the Post-2015 Development Agenda,
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on Access to Information and Justice.

Two representatives from the major groups were selected

to attend the first official UN Environment Assembly 2014 5555/ 0bws & axi (Ally Aaliadl) Glaal ¢ Laial
(UNEA) and its preceding Major Groups meeting, which o e lacY1 Jsall e DAY paos ety A (e
will be held in Nairobi in June 2014, with new structures )

and approaches to engage all member states in the i -l

discussions. &



