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ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION

Agiicultirevulnerablejtolclimate

The agriculture sector in Latin America and the Caribbean is being affected by
climate change, with varying degrees of intensity. This has been the conclusion
from vulnerability analyses conducted in the region with support from UNEP,
through the Regional Gateway for Technology Transfer and Climate Change Action
(REGATTA) project. Among the various strategies for adapting to climate change,
the ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA) approach has been emphasized in a number
of exercises aimed at identifying adaptation methods. On February 26-27, in Costa
Rica, UNEP, along with the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture
(IICA), held the Mesoamerican Workshop on EbA and Agriculture.

During that event, attended by representatives of the ministries of agriculture
and other experts from the Mesoamerican region, as well as representatives from
Spain’s Office of Climate Change, experiences working with EbA were shared.
The importance of promoting pilot experiments to provide increased learning on
applying the EbA approach in the agriculture sector was also emphasised.

Online transfer of knowledge on
climate change

During the month of February, through the REGATTA project, an information session
and two virtual seminars were offered, drawing on the participation of 150 climate
change professionals:

+ On 12 February, Angelo Francesco
Sartori, Chief of the Climate Change
Unit of the National Forest Corporation
(CONAF), presented Chile’s National
Strategy for Forestry and Climate
Change, which included a platform for
generating and trading carbon credits.

+ On 13 February, UNEP’s climate change
team answered questions on the call

for ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA)
, initiated through UNEP’s
REGATTA project.

« On 14 February, Muhammad Ibrahim,
ManageroflICA’sInnovationProgramme,
explained how silvopastoral systems
can contribute to adapting livestock
systems to climate change, while at the
same time reducing greenhouse gas
emissions from the sector.
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Financing climate
change in the
region

On 19February,in Panama, a preparatory
meeting of the Organizing Committee of
the Third Regional Dialogue on Climate
Finance was held, with participation of
representatives from the Governments
of Argentina, Colombia, Cuba, El
Salvador, Honduras, Mexico, Panama
and Peru, as well as representatives
from cooperation agencies such as
UNDP, UNEP and the European Climate
Initiative.

The third edition of the Regional
Dialogue was held on May 29-30, 2014,
in Buenos Aires, under the leadership
of the Government of Argentina.
The purpose of these meetings is
to share experiences and exchange
knowledge and innovations on
financial instruments, inter-institutional
coordination, and collaboration with
the private sector. This year’s gathering
is expected to serve as a key forum on
the issue of financing climate change for
the countries, on their path to the 20th
session of the Conference of the Parties
(COP).



http://finanzascarbono.org/comunidad/pg/webinars/group/group:306268/view/368794/estrategia-nacional-de-bosques-y-cambio-climatico-enbcc-de-chile-vinculo-con-la-nama-forestal
http://www.cambioclimatico-regatta.org/index.php/es/proyectos-piloto
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The role of vicuinas
in Ecosystem
based Adaptation
(EbA) in Peru

The National Steering Committee
of the Ecosystem based Adaptation
(EbA) project in Peru met in Huancayo,
Peru, on 4 February. The committee is
composed of representatives of the
national and regional governments
and of the implementing organizations:
UNEP, United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

The final results of the climate change
vulnerability and impact assessment
study on the pilot area, commissioned
by UNEP, were presented. Based on the
conclusions of the assessment, the key
EbA activites for 2014 were identified
and formulated: the sustainable use of
vicunas for their fleeces and sustainable
pasture and livestock management.
These activities will improve water
and pasture availability as part of the
struggle against climate change in the
area.
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Developing Haiti’s
core capacity for
implementing
MEAs

The Global Environment Facility
(GEF) approved a project concept for
developing Haiti's core capacity for
implementing MEAs. A workshop took
placeinPort-au-Princeon 12-13 February
which convened a significant number of
the project’s key stakeholders with the
aim to discuss the specific needs in the
country and the possible actions to be
taken. The project, to be implemented
by UNEP, is focused on two main
components: strengthening capacities
for policy and legislation development
for achieving global environmental
benefits; and, generating, accessing
and using information and knowledge.
The main partner is the Ministry of
Environment of Haiti. The results of the
discussion will help draft a full project
document to be presented to the GEF in
the coming months.

Saint Lucia increases its capacity to
monitor MEA implementation and
sustainable development

The Global Environment Facility (GEF) approved a project under its cross-cutting
capacity development (CCCD) portfolio focused on strengthening the coordinated
management and use of environmental information in support of multilateral
environmental agreements (MEAs) and sustainable development policy in Saint
Lucia. A workshop was organized in Castries on 22-23 January as a key event aimed
at drawing wide participation from different government units in the initiative.
During the workshop, suggestions were made by participants in order to further
align the project concept to the present needs and reality of the country, and they
also discussed possible actions to meet the expected results. The need for better
coordination among government institutions in relation to sharing environmental
information was highlighted as a limiting factor for St. Lucia’s capacity to monitor
MEA implementation, and the project, to be implemented by UNEP, should help
overcome this barrier. Based on inputs from participants a full project proposal will
be developed to be submitted to the GEF in the coming months.
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Development scenarios for Ecuador
emphasizing land use

On 10-12 February, in Quito, Ecuador, the Workshop on Building Economic
Development Scenarios for Ecuador to 2035, with an emphasis on their repercussions
on land use and land cover, was held. The purpose of the event, co-organised by
the Secretariat for Development and Planning (SENPLADES) and the Ministry of
Environment (MAE), was to develop a conceptual framework and establish three
possible future multidimensional development scenarios for Ecuador, involving
the identification of tools to support the medium and long-term development
process.

The three possible scenarios identified the various dimensions regarding future
patterns of land use and land cover in the country. These scenarios were used
by the MAE as a tool to identify priority areas for the Reducing Emissions from
Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+) programme in Ecuador, as well as
by SENPLADES in its work to plan for Ecuador’s development to 2035.
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Alternative
livelihoods in the
Dominican Republic

During the practical phase of the
Introductory Course on Apiculture, held
in January in Comendador, Dominican
Republic, the first four hives of the
pilot project Establishing and Managing
Aviaries in the Municipal District of
Guayabo were installed. This is one of
three pilot projects developed in the
framework of the Delimitation and
Establishment of the Caribbean Biological
Corridor Project (CBC UNEP/EU Project),
in collaboration with the Ministry of
Environment and Natural Resources
of the Dominican Republic and the
Centre for Agriculture and Forestry
Development (CEDAF).

The purpose of the pilot projects is to
reduce the pressure that settlers are
exerting on natural resources, and
to improve their living conditions
and incomes, providing them with
alternative livelihoods that respect the
environment, while improving their
current techniques and enhancing their
means of earning a living. In addition
to the apiculture project, a project on
managing garbage disposal sites in the
Municipality of Pedro Santana is being
developed, along with a project on
alternatives for the sustainable use of
guano palm in Comendador.

More information: www.cbcpnuma.org
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Brazil and Colombia
enter third phase of
biodiversity information
mentoring project

Under the scope of the Biodiversity Information
Management project, the staff of the Brazilian
Biodiversity Information System (SiBBr) gathered
with colleagues from the SiB Colombia, from 10
to 14 February, for the third phase of a mentoring
project involving both systems. Planned to be
launched in mid-2014, SiBBr will simplify the access
to biodiversity information listing data from hundreds
of biological collections in Brazil and overseas on
a single online platform. The cooperation with SiB
Colombia was established to exchange experiences
on the implementation of biodiversity information
systems and to promote the development of common
initiatives. The mentoring project is sponsored by the
Global Environment Facility (GEF) with additional
funding by the Global Biodiversity Information Facility
(GBIF).

© Roberto Pedraza

Capacity Building on POPs
and mercury facilitated by
UNEP in Brazil

In line with UNEP’s efforts to encourage and support the
sound management of chemicals and waste, UNEP invited
experts from different regions of Brazil to the Ill International
Programme for Intensive Capacity Building on Environmental
Management of Chemicals and Waste, particularly persistent
organic pollutants (POPs) and mercury, held in Sdo Paulo from
mid-January to late February. Empowerment is a necessary
step for the development of a national implementation plan
for the Stockholm Convention, ratified by Brazil in 2004, and it
is also the main goal of an ongoing UNEP project on chemicals
in partnership with the Ministry of the Environment.

The course is promoted by Cetesb, the environmental agency
of Sao Paulo, and the regional centre for the implementation
of the Stockholm Convention. In addition to the Brazilian
representatives, participants from 21 other countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean and Africa also followed the
training sessions.

UNEP and the Brazilian Ministry of Tourism team up to

promote the Green Passport campaign for the FIFA 2014
World Cup

The Minister of Tourism of Brazil, Gastao Vieira, signed a memorandum of understanding to join efforts with UNEP supporting
the dissemination of good practices and the sustainable use of natural resources through the Green Passport Campaign,
stimulating responsible consumption in the tourism sector. Using the 2014 FIFA World Cup as a spotlight, the campaign will

share these practices with a large audience.

The campaign promotes eco-efficiency in hotels, restaurants, travel agencies, etc, emphasizing cultural experiences and

offering sustainability tips and information to tourists.

“The Green Passport Campaign will seize the atmosphere of the 2014 FIFA World Cup to stimulate tourists and other citizens to
travel and to consume in a low impact economy,” said UNEP Representative in Brazil Denise Hamu.




© Dolores Barrientos

Latin America and the Caribbean
prepares for the 19th Meeting of the
Forum of Ministers ofthe Environment

© Dolores Barrientos

On February 12 and 13, at the offices of Mexico's Secretariat of Environment and
Natural Resources (SEMARNAT), a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Forum
of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean was held. On
this occasion, a number of major issues were addressed, including a review of
the working documents slated for consideration by experts, and the setting of an
agenda for the 19th Ministerial Meeting of the Forum, to be held in Los Cabos, Baja
California, on March 11-14.

Mexico's Secretary of Environment and Natural Resources, Juan José Guerra Abud,
gave the meeting’s inaugural address. Participating in the event were Margarita
Astralaga, UNEP’s Regional Director and Representative for Latin America and the
Caribbean, Mara Murillo, UNEP’s Deputy Regional Director, and representatives
from the countries making up the Board of Directors, along with representatives
from other international agencies.

25th Anniversary of the International
Poster Biennial (BICM) in Mexico

On 28 January, the BICM presented its official program for 2014, bringing together
more than 40 countries as participants in its World Design Congress, which will be
held this year in Morelia, Michoacan, at the end of October. Attending the Congress
will be a range of institutions involved in organizing and convening the event,
including the President of the Municipality of Morelia, the Secretary of Tourism for
the State of Michoacén, and representatives from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
from the National Council for Culture and Arts.

The director of the International Poster Biennial in Mexico, Xavier Bermudez,
expressed his gratitude for the unconditional support provided since 1992 by
UNEP in launching these poster events. The theme for category “D” of the 2013-
2014 edition is “Think. Eat. Save. Reduce Your Foodprint!” in line with UNEP’s global
campaign to reduce food waste and food loss.

© Bienal Internacional del Cartel en México
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Environmental
education
proposals for the
region

As a result of the cooperation of
Colombia’s Ministry of Environment
and Sustainable Development, officials
from the Environmental Education
Units of most of the region’s Spanish-
speaking countries, comprising the
Environmental Training Network (RFA),
met in Bogota, Colombia, on February
27 and 28.

The officials shared their experiences in
developing and implementing policies
and strategies for environmental
education, and agreed on means of
supporting the 7th Iberoamerican
Congress on Environmental Education,
to be convened by Peru’s Ministry of
the Environment in September, 2014.
The meeting also dealt with the issue of
environmental education at the higher-
education level, and with the integration
of environmental issues in the curricula,
operations and extension activities of
universities. Proposals on environmental
education to be presented at the 19th
Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of
the Environment for Latin America and
the Caribbean, which will take place on
March 11-14 in Los Cabos, Mexico, were
also developed.
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On the calendar

First Global Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE)
Conference. Venue: Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Date: 4 - 5
March 2014.

10th National Project Coordinators (NPC) Meeting for Latin
America and the Caribbean Biosafety Projects. Venue: Lima,
Peru. Date: 10 - 14 March 2014.

Sustainable Development Solutions Network Event. Venue:
Manaus, Brazil. Date: 17 - 19 March 2014.

Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) Inter-institutional Work
Group Meetings. Venue: Brasilia, Brazil. Date: 25 - 26 March
2014.

Workshop on Sustainable Public Procurement and Eco-
labelling (SPPEL) for Latin America and the Second Meeting
of the Regional Coordination Group of the Southern Cone
countries. Venue: Buenos Aires, Argentina. Date: 31 March
-1 April 2014.

World Urban Forum 7 - Cities for Life. Venue: Medellin,
Colombia. Date: 5 - 11 April 2014.

Quito Il (Dialogue Seminar) Scaling up biodiversity finance.
Venue: Quito, Ecuador. Date: 9 — 12 April 2014.

| Meeting of Ministers of Economy and Industry of the
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC).
Venue: San Jose, Costa Rica. Date: 10 - 11 April 2014.

Sub-regional Dissemination Workshop on Converting
Agricultural Biomass Waste into Energy in Central America.
Venue: San José, Costa Rica. Date: 28 - 30 April 2014.

25th Anniversary of the Spanish International Cooperation
and Development Agency (AECID) in Guatemala
(cooperation on environment). Venue: Guatemala. Date: 5
-7 May 2014.

Fifth Assembly of the Global Environment Facility (GEF).
Venue: Cancun, Mexico. Date: 24 - 27 May 2014.

Fourth Session of the Regional Platform for Disaster Risk
Reduction of the Americas. Venue: Guayaquil, Ecuador.
Date: 27 - 29 May 2014.

Third International Conference on Small Island Developing
States (SIDS). Venue: Apia, Samoa. Date: 1 - 4 September
2014.

Meeting of the United Nations Development Group - Latin
America and the Caribbean (UNDG-LAC). Venue: Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil. Date: 21 - 22 October 2014.

Eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 11)
to the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species
of Wild Animals (CMS). Venue: Quito, Ecuador. Date: 4 - 9
November 2014.

20th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 20) to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCCQ). Venue: Lima, Peru. Date: 1 - 12 December 2014.
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