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UNEP: Combating Sand and Dust Storms

in West Asia

West Asia’s dense population of over 134 million has long been prone
to the effects of sand and dust storms (SDS). In March 2012, the region
was hit by the worst dust storms in history, paralyzing daily life and
businesses, resulting in loss of income and productivity.

Sand and Dust Storms have escalated in scale, geographic spread,
intensity and frequency to such an extent that it has become a true
impediment to development and physical well-being across several
countries in the region. Dust particles hanging in the air for extended
periods not only block the sun’s rays, but also lead to health problems,

largely respiratory, amongst the population.

A number of countries have held discussions on the subject, including a
cooperation meeting held between Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey in
Ankara in April 2010. This particular discussion led to the “Ankara
Ministerial Declaration and Commitment™ to form a task force to
address the SDS issue. However, despite a positive start, a regional

dialogue has not been sustained.

The United Nations Environment Programme in West Asia brings
together relevant parties from across the region through the
implementation of a project aimed at reducing the impact of sand and
dust storms. The ultimate goal of the programme is to protect people,
the environment and regional development from the effects of sand and
dust storms. The project will be realized through different components

and implementation phases.
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UNEP supports “Green Bus” Initiative

The Roads and Transport Authority (RTA) in Dubai
has launched a new green initiative with the support
of UNEP. The “Green Bus” pilot project uses eco-
friendly technology such as biofuel, solar power for
lightings, LED light solutions, recycled tires and
organic interiors. In his address to encourage such
green initiatives in the region, the Regional
Representative and Director, lyad Abumoghli
highlighted UNEP's initiatives that are contributing
towards the greening of the transportation sector
for the transition towards a low-carbon and
resource-efficient green economy.
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14™ Meeting of the Joint
Committee for
Environment and
Development for the Arab
States

As the co-secretariat of the Council of Arab Ministers of
the Environment, the United Nations Environment
Programme participated in the 48" meeting of the
Executive Bureau and the 14™ meeting of the Joint
Committee for Environment and Development for the Arab
States, held in Cairo in October.

The meetings were attended by many Arab countries and
yielded several positive outcomes. One such outcome was
the decision to strengthen UNEP’s regional presence in
order to involve more Arab countries from North Africa in
ROWA’s activities. Enhancing the partnership between
UNEP and ESCWA in implementing CAMRE
recommendations relating to the Green Economy and
Consumption and Production mechanisms, was also
discussed. The meeting also called upon UNEP and
ESCWA to bolster efforts in updating the Arab countries
initiative for sustainable development in order to be
compliant with the Rio+20 outcomes.
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UNEP Supports Bahrain Pearling
Project

The Higher Council for Environment in Bahrain
with the support of the Ministry of Culture as a
major stakeholder, and the UNEP/ROWA team
presented a first of its kind Pearling Project
dedicated to the Application of Ecosystem
Approach in Bahrain: Pearling Case Study. The
project began with an introductory two-day
workshop which ran from the 7" to the 8" of
November, 2012. The workshop marks the first
of three workshops scheduled to take place
between November 2012 and November 2013,
which will record the success of the project.

The project and the workshop tackled the need
for a holistic approach to integrated
management of marine living resources whilst
promoting the conservation and sustainable use
of marine ecosystems in an equitable way.
Guest speakers, experts, representatives,
stakeholders and key figures attended the
presentations and workshop and collaborated on
the formation of an applicable action plan. The
aim of the workshop was to launch the
development of an ecosystem-based
management plan for pearling areas, whilst
improving its quality and positively impacting
socio-economic aspects, health, the environment
and the preservation of Bahrain’s cultural
heritage.

The workshop played an essential role as a
stepping stone for this project. Through
engaging multiple stakeholders and creating a
national team, a management plan marks the
preliminary process of the Application of the
Ecosystem Approach in Bahrain.
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UNEP Signs Project Cooperation Agreement in
support of GEF Eligible Parties for the

Revision of the NBSAPs

Environment Programme (UNEP) and The

Supreme Council for the Environment in Bahrain
signed a Project Cooperation Agreement which
aims to support the Global Environment Facility

(GEF) Eligible Parties for the Revision of the

National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans
(NBSAP), as well as facilitate the development of
the Fifth National Report to the Convention on

Biological Diversity (CBD).

It is expected that the project will be implemented
between 2013 and 2014. The signatory parties will

prepare an action plan that will ensure the
implementation of the strategy which aims to

reduce biodiversity loss and protect threatened

species.
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Alternative Refrigerants for the Air-
Conditioning Industry: The Way Forward

Under the theme “Alternative Refrigerants for Air-
Conditioning Industry in High-Ambient Temperature
Countries, the Way Forward,” UNEP held the 2" Regional
Symposium for the Air-Conditioning Sector in High-
Ambient Temperature Countries. The symposium took
place in Dubai in collaboration with the Air Conditioning,
Heating, and Refrigeration Institute (AHRI), ASHRAE-
Emirates Falcon Chapter, and the Emirates Authority for
Standardization and Metrology (ESMA).

Participants reviewed the development of alternative
technologies and called upon manufacturers to find long-
term solutions and create mass demand in order to
encourage technological development of suitable
alternatives.

The organizers encouraged regional research institutes and
centers to promote further work on finding long-term
solutions and to maintain the focus of the industry and
decision-makers on the importance of adequately
addressing this joint regional challenge.

Air conditioning is a vital sector for national economies,
contributing more than 50% of domestic energy demand in
some countries such as the Gulf States.

For more information, please visit:
http://www.ashraeuae.org/pages/sympo3.html
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http://www.ashraeuae.org/pages/sympo3.html

Ragheb Alama calls for Unity in Campaign on
Climate Change
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Lebanese famous singer Ragheb Alama has
called for a united effort to combat the impact of
climate change on human well-being and health.
He performed in the presence of top UN
officials, including UN Secretary Ban Ki Moon,
during the Climate Change Conference, COP18,
in Doha. The celebrity has supported the United
Nations Environment Programme’s campaign on
climate change via social media networks Twitter
and Facebook, resulting in 200 million audience
impressions from the region and worldwide.
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Measuring the Future We
Want

In response to Rio+20’s call for green economy measures to

achieve sustainable development and poverty eradication,

200 delegates, among them experts from major institutions

and governments, met in Geneva to explore how they can
measure their green economic policies as they shift from
supporting carbon-intensive economies to more resource-

efficient, sustainable societies. The conference was the first
step in the process to widen the use of existing metrics and
measures and create new ones at a national level. All UNEP
divisions were represented at the conference, which served as

a platform to exchange experience and expertise.

Participants agreed to set up an Indicators National Taskforce

that will help implement the post-Rio sustainable
development goals. Indicators can be used at all stages of
policy interventions, from identifying key environmental
issues, assessing the potential cost and performance of

various policy options to understand which investment will

yield the highest return in environmental, social and

economic terms, and tracking the impact of the policies on

human well-being and equity.

Measuring Progress Towards an Inclusive Green Economy is
available at: http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy/Measuring

report.
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http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy/Portals/88/documents/research_products/Measuring%20Progress%20report.pdf
http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy/Portals/88/documents/research_products/Measuring%20Progress%20report.pdf
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Arab Forum for Environment and
Development Conference
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Dr. lyad Abumoghli represented UNEP in the

Arab Forum for Environment and @ gsinal) Apll al) suiiall jalipa B (e i) S
Development (AFED) fifth annual conference Laad) " olgie el

entitled “Survival Options: Ecological
Footprint of Arab countries.”

On the occasion of UNEP’s 40"
anniversary, Dr. Abumoghli
highlighted its role in enhancing
global and regional partnership

economic targets. He also
underlined the support of UNEP
to governments and stakeholders
through its worldwide and
regional offices.

to achieve sustainable
development and green QF E D

UNEP in West Asia is helping governments prepare
their national communications strategies and
implement sustainable development strategies as well
as natural resources management related action plans.

The AFED conference urged governments to invest a
significant portion of their income from the region's oil
resources to building human capacity and supporting
research on green development. It emphasized the need
to commit to achieving the highest levels of
sustainable rural and urban development and
transitioning to a green knowledge-intensive economy.
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UNEP highlights the renewable energy policies

adopted by the Arab countries in the World
Business Forum/COP18

The Regional Representative and Director, lyad
Abumoghli, participated as a panelist in the World
Business Forum held during the COP18 in Doha. Dr.
Abumoghli highlighted the opportunities and benefits
resulting from the adoption of various policy options for
climate change action in the region, such as the
diversification of the economy, sustainable consumption
and production, the greening of business, energy
efficiency, and research and development.

He emphasized that the most appropriate areas for a green
economic approach in the GCC are transportation,
infrastructure and buildings, water resources management,
coastal zone management, food security, and energy.

Abumoghli noted that governments have already adopted
relevant policies and strategies on renewable energy, green
cities, emission reductions, efficient water and
management. He provided examples such as the integrated
water management system in Saudi Arabia, a coding
system for buildings in Kuwait, and the utilization of
organic waste from hotels and municipalities for bio
energy production in Jordan.

Last year, ARAMCO established the biggest unit for solar
energy generation (at L0MW) on its parking roof which
supplies 13 office blocks. When discussing lessons learnt
from other regions, Abumoghli said that more could be
done in terms of fostering global partnerships and
interregional cooperation, particularly in relation to water
resource management and food security. On the topic of
research and innovation he discussed Masdar, the Qatar
Foundation and King Abdullah city.
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UNEP Regional Consultative Meeting with
Major Groups and Stakeholders of Civil
Society

The Consultative Meeting of Civil Society
Organizations of West Asia took place in
Dubai in November in preparation for the
Twenty-Seventh Meeting of the Governing
Council / Global Ministerial Environment
Forum (GC/GMEF-27). During the meeting,
civil society representatives from the region
emphasized Agenda 21, the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) and the final
document (The Future We Want) of the
Rio+20 Summit. Participants agreed on
several actions that should be taken in relation
to the Green Economy, Sustainable
Consumption and Production, technology
transfer, the right of access to information, the
role of civil society, the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) post-
2015, and the achievement of the goals of
social responsibility.
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Countries Commit to Conserving Threatened Migratory

Birds of Prey

For the first time, 100 representatives from almost 50

countries have come together to discuss urgent actions to
step up international conservation efforts for threatened

raptor species. At the First Meeting of Signatories to the
Raptors MoU, held in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

(UAE), countries reviewed the implementation of the
overarching Action Plan and decided on future steps to

promote this international raptor conservation agreement. A
Coordination Unit was established which will be based in

Abu Dhabi, funded by the Environment Agency - Abu
Dhabi, on behalf of the Government of the UAE.
Signatories also agreed to set up a 15-person Technical
Advisory Group in early 2013, including experts from
throughout the African-Eurasian region.

The United Nations Environment Programme-Regional
Office for West Asia (UNEP-ROWA) is collaborating with
the UNEP/CMS office in Abu Dhabi to provide support to

the Arab signatories to the CMS instruments, such as

Yemen, Saudi Arabia, and UAE, as well as promote new
signatories to the Raptors MOU. Additionally, the Regional
MEA support programme in ROWA seeks to strengthen the

implementation of the biodiversity-related multilateral
environmental agreements (MEAS), using the National

Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAP) revision

process under the CBD as an umbrella framework to

achieve biodiversity conservation through stronger national
policies and laws. The aim of this cooperation is to mobilize
resources and integrate the work of the Raptors MOU into
both the NBSAP process and the resource mobilization

strategy under development in those countries.
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