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ANNEX VII

RULFS OF PROCEDURE

for

Meetings and Conferences of the Contracting Parties to the
Conventinn for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against

.

‘ Purposes

AR

. Definitions

Pollution and its related Protocols

il." |

gk

Rule 1

These rules of procedure shall apply to any meeting and
conference of the Contracting Parties as provided in
article 18 of the Convention.for the Protection of the
Meditgfraﬁean Sea against Pollution and in any appropriate
article of its related Protocols.

Rule 2

Far the purposes of these rules:

1.

the word "Convention" shall apply to the 1976 Convention
faor the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against
Pallutinng ‘

the term "Fxecutive Director” shall apply to the
Fxecutive Director of the United Nations bknavironment
Programme or his designated representative;

the term "secretariat” shall apply to the United Nations
Fnvironment Programme as provided in article 13 of the
Convention;

the term "Mediterranean Action Plan" shall apply to the
programmatic regional plan adopted by the Intergovernmental
meeting on the Protection of the Mediterranean, Barcelona,
28 January - 4 February 1975, and as modified by subsequent
intergovernmental meetings that reviewed this Action Plan;

the term "co-ordinating unit" shall apply to the unit
within the United Nations Environment Programme
designated by the Executive Director as responsible for
the administration of the Mediterranean Action Plan;
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Place of
meetings

Dates of the
meetings

Invitations

6. the term "meeting" shall apply to any ordinary or
extraordinary meeting of the Contracting Parties.

Rule 3

Unless they decide otherwise, the Contracting Parties shall
narmally meet at the seat of the co-ordinating unit.

Rule &

1. As provided in article 14 of the Conavention, the
Contracting Parties shall hold ordinary meetings once
every two years and extraordinary meetings on the
conditions praovided far in this article.

2. In accordance with article 13 of the Convention, the
Executive Director shall convene any meetings and
conferences of the Contracting Parties,

3., Any ordinary meeting shall fix the opening date and
the duration of the next ordinary meeting.

4, Any extraordinary meeting shall be convened within
ninety davs following the date ak which the reguest
mentinned in article 14 of the Conventiaon has begn
received or formulated by the Fxecutive Director.

5. The opening date and the durstion of any conference
decided upon in asccordance with articles 15 and 16
of the Conventinn shall be fixed by a joint agreement
of the Contracting Parties which reguested the
convening of the conference.

Ruie 5

1. The Executive Director shall invite to send
representatives to the meetings and conferences
any coastal State of the Mediterranean Ses
invited to participate in the 1976 Conference of
Plenipotentiaries of the Coastal States of the
Mediterranean Region for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea, which is not a Contracting Party.

2. The representatives designated according to the
provisions of paragraph 1 may participate without
vote in the deliberations of the meeting or the
conference,
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Rule 6

1. The Executive Director shall, with the tacit agreement

Rule

Rule

1.A)

1.8}

of two-thirds of the Contracting Parties, invite to
send representatives to observe any meeting or
conference, any aother State Member of the United
Nations Organization or member of its specialized
agencies which makes a request and has a direct
concern in the protection of the Mediterranean Sea
against pellution.

Such observers, upon invitation of the president
and with the tacit consent of the meeting or the
conference, may participate without vote in the
deliberations of the meeting or of the conference
in matters of direct concern to them,

7

The Fxecutive Director shall invite to send
representatives to observe any meeting or conference,
the United Nations Organization and its competent
subsidiary bodies, the International Atomic Fnergy
Agency and the specialized agencies if they participate
in the activities of the Mediterranean Actign Plan.

Such observers may, upon invitation of the president

and with the tacit consent of the meeting or the
conference participate without vote in the deliberations
of any meeting or conference in matters related to the
activities of the organization or body that they
represent.

8 w

The Executive Director shall, with the tacit consent of
two-thirds of the Contracting Parties, invite to send
representatives to observe any meeting or conference,
any intergovernmental organization other than the United
Nations Organization, the specialized agencies and

the Internatiaonal Atomic Fneray Agency, which have a
direct concern in the protection of the Mediterranean
Sea aqainst pollution.

The Executive Directar shall, with the tacit consent

of the Contracting Parties, invite to send representatives
to observe any public sitting of any meeting or conference,
any non-governmental international organization, which

has a direct concern in the protection of the Mediterranean
Sea against pollution.
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Publicity

Agenda

J

A"

2. Such observers may, upon the invitation of the president
and with the tacit consent of the meeting or the
conference, participate without vote in the deliberations
of the meeting or conference dealing with matters of
direct concern to them.

Rule 9

Plenary sittings of the meetings and conferences shall be
held in public unless the meeting or the conference decides
otherwise. Sittings of subsidiary bodies of the meetings
and conferences shall be held in private unless the meeting
or the conference decides otherwise.

Rule 10

In agreement with the Bureau, the Executive Director shall
prepare the provisional agenda of each meeting and conference.

Rule 11

The provisional agenda of each ordinary meeting shall
incluge:

1. all items mentioned in article 14, paragraph 2 of
the Convention and in any appropriate article of its
related praotocols;

2. all items the inclusign of which have been requested
at a previous meeting;

3. a report by the Fxecutive Director on the work
undertaken or achieved as part of the Mediterranean
Action Plan since the last ordinary meeting and
containing recommendations for activities to be
undertaken in the farthcomina biennium;

4. any item proposed by a Contracting Party;

5. the provisional budget as well as all guestions
pertaining to the accounts and financial arrangements.

Rule 12

The provisional agenda, together with supporting documents

for each ordinary meeting, shall be communicated by the

kxecutive Director to the Contracting Parties at least .
two maonths before the opening of the meeting.
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Rule 13

The txecutive Director shall, in agreement with the Bureau
include any aquestion suitable for the agenda which may
arise between the despatch of the provisional agenda and
the opening of the meetina in a supplementary provisional
agenda which the meeting shall examine toaether with the
provisional aaends.

Rule 14

At the opening of an ordinary meeting, the Contracting Parties,
when adopting the agenda for the mectina, may add, delete,

defer or amend items. Only items which are considered by the
meeting to be urgent and important may be added to the agenda.

Rule 15

The provisional agenda for an extraordinary meeting or for
any conference as provided in articles 15 and 16 of the
Convention shall consist only of those items proposed for
consideration in the request for the holdlng of the
extraordinary meeting or the conference. It shall be
transmitted to the Contracting Parties at the same time as
the invitation to the extroordinary meeting or the
conference.

Rule 16

!

Thn Fxpnutkve Director shall report to the meeting on the
administrative and financial implications nf all substantive
agenda items submitted to the meetina, befare they are
Eone1dored by'lt Inless the meeting decides otherwise, nn
such item shall be considered until the meeting has received
the txecutive Director's report on administrative and

financial:.implications at least forty-eight hours befare.

Rule 17 -

Any item of the agenda of an ordinary meeting, consideration
of which has not been completed at the meeting, shall be
incluged automatically\in|tha agenda of the next meeting,
unless otherw1§e d601ded‘Py the Contracting Parties

i B

i

' \l i 1:
tach Contracting Partyzsﬁéll be represented by an accredited
representative, who may be accompanied by such alternates
and advisers as may be required.
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Rule 19

The credentials of represeatatives and the names of alternate
representatives and advisers shall be submitted by the
Contracting Parties to the txecutive Director before the
gpening session of a meeting which the representatives are

to attend. The Bureau of any meeting or conference shall
examine the credentials and submit its report to the mecting
ar the canference.

Rule 20

1. At the commencement of the first session of each ordinary
meeting or conference, a president, two vice-presidents
and a rapporteur are to be elected from among the
representstives of the Contracting Parties.

Z. The president, two vice-presidents and rapporteur
elected ot an ordinary meeting shall remain in office
until their successors are elected at the next ardinary
merting ond shall sarve in that capacity at any inter-
vening extraordinary meetings. Fxcentionally these
officers mav be re-elected for one further consecutive
term.

3. The president, or a vice-president acting as a
president, shall participate in the meeting or the
conference i1n that capacity and shall not at the same time
exercise the rights of a representative of a Contracting
Party. In such a case, the Contracting Party concerned
may designate another representative who shall be
entitled to represent the Contracting Party in the
meeting or the conference and to exercise the right
to vote,

Rule 21

At the first sitting of each ordinary meeting, the president
of the previnus ordinary meetina, or in his absence. the
representative of his country, shall preside until the meeting
has elected a president for the meeting.

Rule 22
If the president is absent from 2 sitting nr any part thereof,

he shall appoint nne of the vice-presidents to assume his
duties.
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Bureau Rule 23

The Bureau of the meeting or of the conference shall consist of
the president, the two vice-presidents and the rapporteur. The
president, or in his absence one of the vice-presidents
designated by him, shall serve as chairman of the Bureau.

Organization Rule 24
of the
meeting 1. During the course of a meeting or of a conference, the

Contracting Parties shall establish such committees and
other working groups as may be required for the
transaction of its business.

2, Unless otherwise decided, the meeting or the conference
shall elect a chairman and vice-chairman for each such
committee and workina group. The meeting or the
confereace shall determine the matters to be considered
by each such committee or working group and may authorize
the Bureau, upon the request of the chairman of a
committee or working group, to ad just the allocation of
work., : -

Rule 25 ‘

The kxecutive Director shall act as secretary of any meeting
or conference. He may delegate his functions to a member of
the secretariat.

Rule 26 ‘ ‘H'i: ‘

. The secretariat shall arrange for interpretation of speeches
made at meetings or conferences; receive, translate and
circulate the documents of the meeting or cénference and its
committees and working grnups; publish and circulate the
resclutions, reports and relevant documeatatinn of the meet ing
or the conference. It shall have custody of the documents
in the archives of the meeting or confercnce and agenerally
perform all other work that the meeting or the conference
may require.

| anquages Rule 27

Arabic, Fnalish, French and Spanish are the official languages
of the meetings or conferences of the Contracting Parties.
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Rule 28

1. Speeches made in a language of the meeting or conference
shall be interpreted into the other official languaaes.

2. A repregentative may spezk in & language other than a
lanauage of the meeting or conference if he provides for
interpretation into one such lenouaae.

Rule 29

All warking documents aof the meeting or conference and al!
reports, resslutions, recommendatinns and decisions of the
meetings or conferences shall be drawn up in gne nf the
official languages and translated into the other three
official languages.

Rule 30

Two-thirds of the Contracting Parties snall constitute a
quorum.

Rule 31

In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon him
elsewhere by the rules, the president shall declare the
cpening and the closing of the meeting or of the conference.
He shall direct the discussions, ensure the observance of
these rules, sccord the right to speak, put auestions

ta the vote and annnunce decisions resultinag from the votes,

Rule 32

Subiert to the provisions of rule 47, a representative may

at any time raise a point of arder which shall be decided
immediately by the president in accordance with these rules.

A representative may appeal against the rulino of the president.
The appeal shall be put to the vnte immediately and the ruling
shall stand unless overruled by a majority of the Contractino
Parties present and voting. A representative may not, in
raising a point of order, spesk on the substance of the matter
under discuss.ion.

Kule 33

Proposals and amendments shall normally be introduced in
writing by the Contracting Parties and handed to the

secretariat which shall circulate copies to delegations.
As a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put
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to the vate at any sitting unless copies of it have been
circulated to delegations not later than the day precedinc

the sittina. The president may, however, permit the
discussion and consideration of -amendments or of motions as

to procedure even though these amendments and motions have

not been circulated aor have only been circulated the same day.

Rule 34

Subject to the provisions of rule 32 the following motions shall
have precedence, in the order indicated below, over all other
proposals or motions before the meeting:

1. to suspend a sitting;
2. to adjourn a sitting;

3. tn adjourn the debate on the question under
discussion; and

4. for the cleosure of the debate on the question under
discussinn.

Permission to speak on a motion Falling within 1 to 4 above
shall be granted only to the proposer and in additinn, to one
speaker in favour of and two acainst the motion, after which
it shall be put immediately to the vote.

Rule 35

IF two or more proposals relate to the same question, the
meeting or conference, unless i1t decides otherwise, shall
vote on the proposals in the order in which they have been
submitted.

Rule 36

Parts of a proposal or amendment thereto shall be voted on
separately if the president, with the consent of the proposer,
so decides, or if any representative of a Contracting Party
requests that the proposal or amendment thereto be divided

and the proposer raises no objection. If objection is raised,
permission to speak on the point shall be given first to the
mover of the motion to divide the proposal or amendment, and
then to the mover of the original praoposal or amendment under
discussion, after which the motinn to divide the proposal or
amendment shall be put immediately to the vote.
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Votina

Rule 42

Those parts of a proposal which have been approved shall
then be put to the vote as a whole; if all the operstive
parts of a proposal or amencment have been rejected, the
proposal or zmendment shall be considerea to be rejected
as a whole.

Rule 38

A motion is considered to be an amendment tco & proposal if

it merely acds to, deletes from, or revises parts of, that ™
proposal. An amendment shall be voted on befare the '
prnpossl to which it relates is put to the vote, and if the '

amendment is adopted, the amended proposal shall then be
voted on.

Rule 39

If two or more amendments are moved to a propnosal. the
meeting or conference shall first vote nn the amendment
furthest removec in substance from the aricinsl proposai,
then on the amendment next furthest remove.d therofrom,

and so on, until all amendments have been put Lo the vote,
The presicent shall determine the aruer of veting on the
amendments unuer this rule.

Rule 4C

A proposal or mgtion may be withdrawn by 1its pr’oposz:r at uny ‘
time before voting on it has begun, provideo that the motion

has nnt been amended or that an amendment to it 1s nou uncer
discussion. A propesal or moticn withurawn moy be re-

introduced by any other Contracting Party.

Rule 41

When a proposal has been adnpted or rejected, it may nnt bhre
reconsidered at the same sitting, unless the meeting or the
conference, by a simple majority of the Contracting Partics
present and votinao, decides in favnur of reconsideration.
Permission tn speak on a motion to reconsider shall be
accorded nnly ta the mover and one nther supporter, after
which it shall be put immediately to the vote.

. Subject to the provisions of article 19 of the Convention,
each Contracting Party shall have one vote.
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A Contracting Pzrty thet is more than tventy-four monlhs
in arrears with its contribution shall not be entitled to
vote. However, the meeting may authorize this Contracting
Party to participate in the vote if it finds out thot
arreers are due to circumstances beyond its control.

Without prejudice Lo the provisions of paragrazph A sbave,
article 19 of the Convention shall apply with regard to
the European Economic Community and its States Pembers.

43

Rule

Unless otherwise provided by the Convention, the protocols

ar the finencial terms of reference, substantive decisions,
recommendzt ions and resclutions shall be made by a two-thirds
majority of the Contracting Parties present and votina.

For the purpose of these rules, Lhe phrase "Contracting
Parties present and voting" means Contracting Parties present
and casting an affirmetive or negative vote. Contracting
Puartics which abstain from voting are ©lso considered &@s
voting. Contracting Parties participsting st the meet.ng

or the conference who are not present at the sithting ¢t

which voting tskes place shall be considered as absent nd
not vating.

44

RBule

Procedural decisions are taken by a simple majority.

Any difference of opinion &s to the guestion whether
the matter is of a procedural or substantive nature is
also decided by a simple majority.

If a vote is equolly divided, & second vote shall be taken.
If this vote @lso is ecqually divided, Lhe proposal shall
be regarded as rejected.

Rule

45

Vating shall normally be by show of hands. However, any
Contracting Party may request a roll-czll vote which shall

be taken in the alphabetical order of the names of the

Contracting Parties in French, beginning with the Contractinag
Party whose name is drawn by lot by the president. Any
Contracting Party may also request a secret ballot.
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Rule 46

The vote of each Contracting Party participating in a roll-call
vote shall be recorded in the relevant documents of the merting
or nf the conference.

Rule 47

After the president has announced the beainning of voting,

ng representnative shall interrupt the votinag except nn o
peoint of order in cennection with the actual conduct of Lhe
voting. The presidenf may permit the Cnntracting Parties

to explsin their votes, either before or after the voting.
The president may limit the time to be allowed for such
explanations. The president shall not permit the proposer of
a proposzl or of an amendment to explazin his vote on his

own proposal or amencment.

Sound records Hule 4&

of the

meeting Sound records of the meeting or of the conferenco, and
possibly of its committees and working croups, shall be xept
by the secretariat in accordance with the practice of the
United Nations.

Ad hoc Rule 49

meetings

1. The Contracting Perties may recommend, itskinao duly
intn accnunt financial implicatinns, tn the Pxecutive
Nirectnr the conveninag nf ad hne meetings, either of
representatives of the Contracting Parties and of
States referred to in rule 5 of the precent rules, or of
Governmental experts in order tn study preblems which,
because of their specialized nature, cnula not fruitfully
be discussed during the normal sittings,

2. The terms of reference of these ad honc meetinas and
the questions to be discussed shall be determined by
the Contracting Parties.

3. Unless olherwise cvecidea each ac hoc meeting shall
elect its own officers.

4. These tules of procedure shall epply mutatis mutandlis
to the subsidiary bodies and ad _hoc meetings.

Ry
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Rule 50

These rules of procedure may be amended by a decision of the
meeting or conference taken by 3 two-thirds majority of the
Contracting Parties present and voting.

Rule 51

In the event of any conflict between any provision of these
rules and any provision of the Conventian, the Convention
shall prevail. '



