


• One of the world’s largest environmental NGO

• Presence in more than 100 countries

• WWF works to conserve the world's biological 

diversity, ensure that the use of renewable natural 

resources is sustainable and promote the reduction 

of pollution and wasteful consumption.
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Global recognition of the problem

Sustainable development goals, target 14.1

UNEA, resolution 3.7

1. Stresses the importance of long-term elimination of discharge of litter 

and microplastics to the oceans and of avoiding detriment to marine 

ecosystems and the human activities dependent on them from marine 

litter and microplastics



GAPS AND CHALLENGES

Lack of global rules, 

standards or 

recommended 

practices

01 NO GLOBAL RULES

Lack of global goals, 

coordination and 

obligations to follow up

02 NO CLEAR DIRECTION

03 NO REPORTING 04 NO FINANCIAL MECHANISM

05 SIGNIFICANT GAPS IN 

NATIONAL AND REGIONAL 

LEGISLATION AND COMMITMENTS

Lack of common 

reporting, monitoring 

and review mechanisms 

and no scientific body to 

synthesize and advance 

global knowledge

Lack of financial 

mechanisms for 

supporting states in 

their efforts



A New
International

Legally Binding
Agreement

Global standards and regulations on 
high risk materials and disposal 
methods

What could it be?

Global goal and national targets 
implemented in national action plans

Global architecture to coordinate, 
report and review

Intergovernmental panel of experts and 
harmonized measurement and 
monitoring

Implementation support mechanism. 
I.e., finance, technology, capacity building.
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The Caribbean, Nordic and Pacific
governments called for a new global 
agreement through regional heads-of-state
declarations, 2019

Are we getting our 

GLOBAL ACT 
together?

A growing wave of support 
for global action.

Joint AMCEN declaration by 
African Ministers of
Environment,
November 2019

EU Commission
decides to work for a new 
global agreement on plastic 
pollution, March 2020

Minister of Environment of India
calling for a global agreement to be 
explored, January 2020

Group of Friends to Combat 
Marine Plastic Pollution
at UNHQ in New York with 55 
founding members



The world needs a new

binding global agreement

and the adoption of a

negotiation mandate 

at UNEA5

MAKING IT HAPPEN AT UNEA5 12
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