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INTRODUCTION

1.The Intergovernmental Meeting on the East Asian Seas Action Plan which was held in Bangkok during 9-11
Decernber 1881, inter alia, established the Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia (COBSEA) in order
1o serve as the overall authority to determing the contents of the Action Plan, to review the progress of the
Action Plan and to approve its programme of implementation through periodic meetings of the participating
governments. ' :

2. The Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme {UNEP), in accordance with this
decision, convened the Tenth Meeting of Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia in Bangkok, Thailand,
9-10 July 1983.

3. All countries participating in the East Asian Seas Action Plan, together with representatives of the
Governments of Brunei Darussalam, the People’s Republic of China, and the Sacialist Republic of Vietnam
were invited to the meeting.

4. The United Nations, UNCTAD, UNDP, UNU, ESCAP, UNCHS, ILO, FAQ, UNESCO, WHQ, WMO, iMo,
UNIDO, 1AEA, I0C, CCOP, ASEAMS, EWC, IUCN, ASCOPE, SEAFDEC, ICLARM, IDRC, ICOD, GERMPA, ADB,
ASEAN Secretariat and Greenpeace!/ were invited 1o send observers to the meeting.

5. The meeting was held at the Siam City Hotel, Bangkaok, Thaifand, on 9-10 July 1993.

8. This document is the report of the Tenth Meeting of the Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia
{COBSEA}. The complete list of the participants and the observers is presented in Annex | to this report.

Agenda item 1. Opening ¢f the meeting

7. Mr. Arthorn Suphapodok, Deputy Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Science, Technology and
Environment, on behalf of the Royal Thai Government welcomed the participants to the meeting. While
reiterating his Government’s commitment to the East Asian Seas action plan he thanked UNEP for responding

___'Y ASEAN Council on Petroleum (ASCOPE); Asian Development Bank {ADB); Association of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN); Association of Southeast Asian Marine Scientists {ASEAMS):
Committee for Co-ordination of Joint Prospecting far Mineral Resources in Asian Offshore Areas
{CCOP); East West Centre (EWC); Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP); Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO): Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority {GBRMPA}; International Atomic Energy Agency {(IAEA);; International
Centre for Living Aquatic Resaurces Management (ICLARMI; International Centre for Ocean
Development {ICOD}, International Development Research Centre {IDRC}; International Labour
Organization {ILO); International Maritime Organization {IMO}; Intergovernmental {ceanographic
Commission {I0C}; International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources
{IUCN}; South-East Asian Fisheries Development Centre (SEAFDEC); United Nations Centre for
Human Settlement {(UNCHS); United Nations Conference on Trade and Development {UNCTAD);
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization {UNESCO); United Nations
Development Programme {UNDPJ; United Nations University {UNU); United Nations Industrial
Development Organization (UNIDO}; World Health Organization (WHO); and World Meteorolagical
Organization (WMO). .
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to the Ninth COBSEA meeting’s requsst in establishing the Regional Coordinating Unit for the East Asian Seas
Action Plan {(RCU/EAS) in Bangkok. He welcomed the participants from the Pecple’'s Republic of China and
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and wished the Tenth COBSEA meeting success in their daliberations.

8. Mr. Peter C. Schrader, Director of the Gceans and Coastal Areas Programme Activity Centre {OCA/PAC)
of UNEP, on behalf of the Executive Director of UNEP openzd the meeting. He welcomed the participants
and, on behalf of the Secretariat, briefly reviewed the relevant events preceding the meeting since the {ast
meeting of COBSEA (KualaLumpur, Malaysia, 13-15 November 1991). He'specifically referred to the Chapter
XVli of the Agenda 21, the Seventeenth session of the Governing Council of UNEP and the establishment of
the RCU/EAS by UNEP in response to the decisions of the Ninth COBSEA rmeeting. In conclusion he reiterated
UNEP's continuing support to the East Asian Seas Action Plan which, with the participation of additianal
countries in it, he foresaw becoming one of the most dynamic in UNEP's Hegional Seas Programme,

9. Mr.Reza Amini, the Acting Coordinator of the RCU/EAS, on behalf of the Secretariat, also welcomed
the participants. He pointed out that with the establishment of the RCU/EAS in Bangkok the participating
governments and the Secretariat would overcome the communication problems of the past and the Action
Plan would enter a new and more vigorous phase of activities. He also pointed gut that this was the first post-
UNCED rneeting of the COBSEA, where the Executive Director in preparing her report had, inter akia, taken
the relevant issues agreed to at the UNCED and as reflected in Chapter XVil of the Agenda 21.

Agenda item 2. Organization of the mesting

. 10, The secretariat reminded the mesting that, in the absence of any objections, as agreed by the first
meeting of COBSEA (UNEFP/IG.37/10}, the rules of procedure of UNEP Governing Council, as applicable to
the meetings convened by the Executive Director, would be applied mutatis mutandis for this meeting. The
meeting accepted the proposat.

11.  On the basis of the agreement reached in the first meeting of COBSEA [UNEP/IG.37/10, paragraph B},
in order to be consistent with the procedures used by the ASEAN Senior Officials on the Environment
(ASQEN]}, the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur of the Tenth Meeting of COBSEA were designated
an the same rotating basis as follows:

Chairman: Mr. Arthorn Suphapodok {Thailand}
Vice-Chairman:  Dr. Surna T. Djajadiningrat {Indonesia)
Rapporteur: Mr. Rodrigo Fuentes {Philippines}

12.  The secretariat proposed, and the meeting agreed, to carry out its work in plenary sessions with support
of ad hoc working groups if established during the meeting.

13. The meeting was conducted in English.

Agenda jtem 3. Adoption of the agenda

14. The Provisional Agenda [UNEP(OCAIEAS 1G.4/1/Cor.1], the Provisional Annotated Agenda
[UNEP{OCA)/EAS 1G.4/2/Cor.1] and the Provisional List of Documents [UNEPIOCANEAS (G.4/INF.1/Cor.1]
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were introduced by the secretariat. The meeting considered the proposed agenda and list of document and

adopted them without madification. The Adopted agends, as well as the final list of documents, arg
prasenited respectively as Annex 8l and Annex lil to this report,

Agengda item 4. Report of the Executive Director

15. The Director of OCA/PAC and the Acting Coordinator of the RCU/EAS presented the Executive Director's
Repart to the Tenth Meeting of COBSEA [UNEP{OCA)/EAS 1G.4/3], reviewing the developments conceraing
the Action Plan and the progress of its implementation since the Ninth Meeting of COBSEA. With reference
to the decisions of the Ninth Meeting of the COBSEA and in particular the workplan and the budget adopted
at that meeting [UNEPIOCA)/EAS 1G.3/11, Table 11, the meeting was informed of the development and the
present status of: '

{a) the ongoing and recently completed COBSEA approved projects;

{b) establishment of the Regional Coordinating Unit for the East Asian Seas Action Plan
(RCU/EAS];

{c) the details of the expenditures and commitments of the East Asian Seas Trust Fund as well
as that of the Environment Fund of UNEP in relation to the Action Plan: and

{d} the additional activities of UNEP and other international organizations towards further
development of the £ast Asian Seas action plan which were carried out at no extra cost
1o the East Asian Seas Trust Fund.

i6. The Acting Coordinator of the RCU/EAS, with reference to the relevant sections of the Executive
Director’s Report, also provided detailed information on the Secretariat's response to the various decisions
of the Ninth meeting of the COBSEA that required UNEP to prepare and circulate specific reports. The reports
that were to be prepared were:

{a}  “"Proposal for the Establishment of the Regional Coordinating Unit for the East Asian Seas
Actiorr Plan {RCU/EAS™;

{b)  "UNEP’s Proposals for the Future Role of the Coordinating Body on the Seas of Fast Asiz
f{COBSEA] and Its Future Mode of Operation™ and

{c} "Environment Fund and the East Asian Seas Trust Fund: Their Contribtition and Support
to the Development of the East Asian Seas Action Plan”.

17. Recalling the decision of the Ninth COBSEA meeting that requested UNEP to step up its activities in
inviting other countries of the wider East Asian Seas region to join the Action Plan, the Acting Coordinator
of the RCU/EAS informed the meeting of the latest developments, Referring to his earlier written notifications
sent to the National Focal Points of the East Asian Seas on 9 June and 2 July 1993, he reported on the
formal request of the Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to join the East Asian Seas Action Plan
and the decision of the Pecple’s Republic of China to send two observers to the Tenth COBSEA meeting while
that the relevant authorities of that country were actively conside ring the issue. He also informed the meeting

that informal discussions were also being carried out with the authorities in Australta, Cambodia, and
Myanmar.
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18. The heads of delegation of the participating countries in the Action Plan unanimously welcomed the
observers from the Sacialist Republic of Vietnam and the Peoples Republic of China. They informed the
observers from P.R.of China that they are hoping that their government would saon inform the RCU/EAS of
their intention to join the East Asian Seas Action Plan.

19. The meeting also requested for UNEP to continue their efforts in inviting the governments from the
other countries of the wider East Asian Seas region to join the Action Plan. With this in mind and once all the
interested countries had formally declared their intention to join the Action Plan, the meeting requested UNEP
to arrange a high level intergovernmental meeting in conjunction with meeting{s) of COBSEA. The purpose
of this high level meeting wouid be:

- farmalization of the details of the membership in the expanded East Asian Seas region;

- review and revision of the Action Plan in line with the developments since its adoption in 1981
and the reflection of the issues raised in the Agenda 21 with particular reference to Chapter XVII;
and

- review and agreement on the Institutional and Financial arrangements pertaining to the Action

Plan.

Agenda item 5. Beview of 1991-1993 programme activitias

{a} Ongoing Fast Asian Seas projects

20.  Under this section of the Agenda item 5 the progress in the implementation of the ongoing Fast Asian
Seas project, Develapment of management pians for entangered coastal and marine living resources in East
Asia-Phase If, was presented to the meeting by the project coordinator.

21. FP/ES/5102-87-03 (EAS 25}: Development of management plans for endangered coastal and marine
living resources in Fast Asia-Phase JI: Referring 1o the document UNEP{OCAY/EAS 1G.4/4, originally submitted
by the Malaysian National Focal Paint for the East Asian Seas Action Plan, the project coordinator briefed the
meeting of the activities undertaken and the results obtained.

22. The coordinator of the project particularly emphasized the benefits resulting from the Malaysian National
Focal Point’s requast to UNEP to provide assistance in the development and the finalization of the project
proposal for the EAS-25 [Activity (f} of Table 1 of UNEP[OCA)eas IG.3/111. This approach not only dispensed
with the time-consuming and iengthy correspondence but also ensured the speedy approval of the final
project proposal within UNEP.

23. Inconclusion the project coordinator, based an the results of the EAS-25 as well as the EAS-19 project,
recommended that in order to keep the mamentum of these projects the meeting could consider the
development of two separate but interlinked project proposals:

()l  Conservation and Sustainable Development for the East Asian Seas {UNEP{OCANEASIG.4/INF.5);
and
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(b}  Coastal Resources Management Plan Project for the East Asian Seas Region (UNEP{OCAJEAS
IG.4/INF.B).

24. The Chairman invited the meeting to (a) review and evaluate the results of the project based on the
relevant sections of the Executive Director's Report and the project progress report submitted by the project
coordinator, {bj to consider the application of the same approach as the one-used by the Malaysian National
Focal Point for the East Asian Seas Action Plan in the development of future project proposals, and {c}
consider and decide on the Government of Malaysia’s recommendations on the development of the two
proposed projects during their deliberations of the 1993-1994 workplan and budget.

25. The mesting expressed its satisfaction on the implementation of this project. The participants
particularly appreciated the benefits derived from holding the Workshop of the EAS-25 back to back with the
IVCN/World Bank/GBRMPA Workshop. This ensured the efficient use of resources and the fact that resource
persons from the latter could input the former, creating desirable linkages and exchange of resuits and
information. The meeting also decided to discuss the gquestion of the modality of development of the future
COBSEA approved project proposals and the two proposed follow-up project under agenda item 8.

26. With regards to the EAS-23 project proposal, OF Poflution Control in the East Asian Seas Region:
"Umbrefla” Project, the Thai delegation took note that the statement in document entitled "Report of the
Executive Director of UNEP on the Implementation of the East Asisn Seas Action Plan 18992-1993"
[UNEF(OCANEAS IG.4/3, paragraph 10] is not correct, Since itis not in conformity with the resolution of the
Ninth meeting of the COBSEA, it should be replaced by the actual resolution of the Ninth meeting of ihe
COBSEA as it appears in paragraphs 52 and 53 of [UNEP{OCAJ/EAS 1G.3/111. In this connection, the mesting
reaffirmed the established procedure in COBSEA that after the project was approved by the meeting, the
Secretariat has the duty to carry out the development of the project without reinterpretation or revision of
the resolution,

{b}  Establishment of the Reqional Coardinating Unit for the Fast Asian Seas Action Plan

27. The Secretariat informed the meeting that based on the request of the Ninth COBSEA meeting the
Executive Director of UNEP arranged for the establishment of the Regional Coordinating Unit for the East
Asian Seas Action Plan {RCU/EAS). The RCU/EAS is now functional at the UN Building in Bangkok. Presently
the ACU/EAS is staffed by two Professional Staff; Coardinator {ses paragraph 28 below) and Junior
Programme Officer {Indonesian), and three General Service Staff: one Administrative Assistant {Thai} and two
Secretaries (Thail. While the costs invelving the General Service Staff recruitment are borne by the resources
of UNEP's Environment Fund and Trust Fund, the Junior Programme Officer is supported through funds
provided by the Government of Netherlands.

28. The meeting was also informed that based on 1he decision of the Ninth COBSEA meeting [paragraph
56 of UNEP{OCA)/EAS IG.3/11], requesting the Executive Director to appoint a full time programme officer
to the East Asian Seas programme, as further contribution of UNEP to the development of the East Asian
Seas Action Plan, from 1 May 1993 the Executive Director of UNEP appointed the Acting Coordinator of the
RCU/EAS from UNEP’s staff. Furthermore, with the expected increase in the warkload of the RCU/EAS, from
January 1884 a second programme officer will be recruited frem one of the region’s participating countries
to augment the technical personnel of the RCU/EAS. The relevant UNEP Vacancy Announcement is expected
10 be released by the fourth quarter of 1993 to the Mational Focal Points of the participating countries,

29. The Chairman requested the meeting to take note of these developments.
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30. The meeting unanimously commended UNEP and expressed thelr appreciation to the Executive Director
of UNEP for responding expeditiously and favourably to the requests of the Ninth mesting of the COBSEA
concerning the establishmant of the RCU/EAS.

31.  While urging the RCU/EAS to bring about coordination in the various regional activities concerning the
coastal and marine environment, the meeting also expressed their satisfaction on the improvement in the flow
of the information and commended the RCU/EAS's achievements in the short time since its formation.
Furthermore, the participants of the meeting pledged support and to work closely to assist the RCU/EAS in
discharge of its functions.

32, On the question of the location of the RCU/EAS the meeting, after seeking additional information from
the Secretariat, decided to continue with the present arrangements of having the RCU/EAS at the UN Building
in Bangkak. It was felt that in its formative stages and with the limited funds available the RCU/EAS would
benefit from the general support of the UNEP’s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific as well as the
administrative arrangements provided by ESCAP. The meeting, however, did not preclude the possibility of
locating the RCU/EAS in another participating country in the future.

{c)  Assgciation of Southeast Asian Marine Scientists {ASEAMS)

33. The Chairman of the Assaciation of the Southeast Asian Marine Scientist (ASEAMS) presented the
report of the activities of the Association since the last COBSEA meeting {UNEPIQCAIJ/EAS [G.4/5] together
with that of the Second General Assembly of the Association.

34. The Chairman invited the mesting to take note of the progress of the activities of ASEAMS and make
any recommendations concerning the enhancement of the input of the ASEAMS into the technical aspects
of the East Asian Seas Action Flan.

35. The meeting congratulated the new Chairman of the ASEAMS on his election and urged him to continue
coordinating the input of the ASEAMS on the technical aspects of the COBSEA approved projects and project
proposais. The meeting thanked UNEP for its support since it assisted in the establishment of the ASEAMS
and requested this support to be continued in the future.

36. The meeting also stressed the fact that ASEAMS in bringing together the scientists of the region now
functions as independent scientific advisory body both to UNEP and 10 COBSEA. However, the meeting
requested the Chairman of ASEAMS to ensure that the membership is not exclusive to the COBSEA member
States but open to the wider scientific community.

Agenda item 8. Financial report for the period 1975-19972

37. The Secretariat, referring to the relevant decision of the Ninth COBSEA meeting provided the
background information on the preparation of the document of "Environment Fund and the Fast Asian Seas
Trust Fund: Their Contribution and Support to the Development of the East Asian Seas Action Plan®
[UNEP{OCA}/EAS 1G.4/6]. The document was then presented as the financial report for the period of 1975-
1892.

38. The Chairman invited the meeting to take note of the financial report of the 1975-1992 period and if
necessary request further clarification and elaboration from the Secretariat.
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39. The meeting expressed its satisfaction and thanked UNEP for the preparation of this report in the
comprehensive manner presented.

Agenda item 7. The Future Role of the Coordinating Bodv on th f East Asiag {COBSEA d_its F
Mode of Operation

40. The Secretariat recalled the decisions of the Ninth COBSEA meeting concerning the expansion of its
membership to wider East Asian Seas and inviting other countries of the region to participate in the East Asian
Seas Action Plan together with the request ta UNEP to prepare a draft document outlining UNEP's perception
and proposals on the future role of the COBSEA and its future mode of operation. The report which was
prepared and circulated on 4 June 1992, after the inclusion of comments received from the Nationa! Focal
Points, is attached as Annex |l of the Report of the Executive Director [UNEP(OCAJ/EAS 1G.4/3].

41. The Secretariat informed the meeting that the report was prepared on the basis of the Institutional and
Financial arrangements adopted by the First meeting of the COBSEA and annexed to the Action Pian for the
Protection and Development of the Marine and Coastal Areas of the East Asian Region. The Secretariat
outlined the sections that were added and/or amended as a result of {2) changes that had cccurred since the
adoption of the Action Plan in 1981 and (b} due to the decisions of the Ninth meeting of the COBSEA, {viz.
expansion of the membership in the East Asian Seas region, inviting other countries to join the Action Plan,
establishment of the RCU/EAS, development of major projects for the region, etc.).

42. The Chairman invited the mesting to review the document, amend it as necessary and adopt it.

43. The meeting after requesting additional explanation and information made certain amendments 10 the
document and adopted it as Annex IV of this document. -

Agenda item 8. Workplan and Budget for the biennium 1893-1994

44. The Secretariat presented the Executive Director’s recommendations and proposals for the 1993-1994
workplan and budget [UNEP{QCAI/EAS IG.4/3, Annex IH]. In doing so specific reference was made to the
Ninth COBSEA meeting's recommendation that in future COBSEA should concentrate on the development
of major projects. Furthermore, the Executive Director’s recommendations on the new approach to the future
development of project proposals were also highlighted. )

45.  The Chairman invited the meeting to review the proposals for the 1993-1994 biennium and decide on
its workplan and budget.

46. The meeting an the basis of their priorities, the Executive Director's proposals and the available
Environment Fund and East Asian Seas Trust Fund resources adopted the 1993-1994 workplan and budget
as shown in Table 1 of this report.

47. In connection with the development and financing of the major project proposals based an COBSEA
approved project concepts and with the EAS-20 project proposal development as a madel {paragraph 37 of
[UNEP{OCAJ/EAS 1G.4/3] and paragraph 48 below}, the meeting adopted the Executive Director's
recommendations as outlined in paragraph 40 of the Executive Director's report [UNEP{OCAMEAS 1G.4/3].

48. With regards to activity (b} of Table 1, the EAS-20:"Establishment and Management of a Marine
Database and Information Exchange System in the East Asian Seas Region”, the meeting in response to the
information in paragraph 37 of the Executive Director's repoart reguested the RCU/EAS on their behalf to
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express their deep apprecistion and thanks for the positive and constructive response of the Asian
Development Bank {ADB) and particularly its Environment Section in arranging the funding for this activity.
The meeting noted that the other componant of the overall ADB project which will be implemented by ESCAP
would also greatly contribute to the overall objectives of the Action Plan in the wider East Asian Seas region.
In connection with the EAS-20 project the meeting requested that the RCU/EAS function as the oversll
coordinator of the project with UNEP*s GRID-Bangkok providing the necessary technical im plementing back-up
support. The meeting also requested the RCU/EAS to inform the ADB that in order to keep the administrative
and financial costs down, the ADB could consider utilizing the existing Trust Fund of the East Asian Seas
Action Plan {managed by UNEP under the overall guidance of COBSEA] as the most appropriate conduit to
channel the EAS-20 projeet funds.

49. In connection with activity {b) the meeting also took note of a broadly similar project proposal to be
developed and funded under the ASEAN-Australian Economic Cooperation:Phase 1l and agreed that if this
project proposal is approved for development there should be close coordination between these two projects.

50. In connection with the activity (c) of Table 1, EAS-23:"Oit Pollution Control in the East Asian Seas
region "Umbrella” Project™, the meeting confirmed that its first component {Oceanographic Features of the
East Asian Seas Region) should be implemented by the National Facal Point of Thailand as agreed in the Ninth
meeting of the COBSEA. The Second compenent (Survey and Monitoring of Qil Pollution in the East Asjan
Seas region), however, wauld be developed with the allocation of US$15,000 to the Naticnal Focal Point of
Indonesia in order to develop a comprehensive project proposal with the assistance of 10C and IMO for
funding from outside sources {see paragraph 47 above).

51. With reference to the activity () of Table 1, Workshop on the Biolegical Effects of the Pollutants, the
meeting confirmed its implementation with the budget that was approved in the Ninth Meeting of the
COBSEA,

$2. The Secretariat informed the meeting that based on the recommendations of Auditors there is a new
directive that prevents UNEP to enter into Memoranda of Understanding with UN and non-UN organizations.
Letters of Agreement can be drawn for activities requiring funds of up to US$ 20,000. Any activity requiring
funds above this limit requires a fully developed project document. in view of this and the fact that December
1893 is the end of UNEP's financial bienniurn, the Secretariat urged that particularly in connection with the
activity {f) of Table T development of the relevant project proposal should be done in the least possible time
to allow the completion of the activities under this project by the end of Dacember 1993,

53. With regard to the activity (k) of Table 1, the Secretariat informed the meeting that it is planned to
undertake in three countries of the East Asian Seas region starting in 1994 an evaluation of the percentage
contribution of coastal {ocean sector) activities to the GNP, in an effort to further enhance the application of
integrated coastal area planning and management. The RCU/EAS will consult the participating countries of
the East Asian Seas region on the selection of the threg countries and the implementation of the activity
would be coordinated by the RCU/EAS with involvement of ESCAP.

Agenda itern 9. Extension of the Fast Asian Seas Trust Fund

54, The meeting decided to keep the level of the Trust Fund the same and requested the Executive Director
10 make arrangements for the extension of the East Asian Seas Trust Fund through December 1996. The
meeting also requested UNEP, through the RCU/EAS, to continue to provide the secretariat functions for the
Action Plan which included the overall technical coordination and supervision on the implementation of its
projects and the continuvation of the management of the Trust Fund during 1993 - 1995.
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Agenda item 10, Other business

55, The Chairman invited the meeting to raise any other issues relevant to the future development of the
Action Plan.

56. The representative of ESCAP informad the meeting of ESCAF's activities on Environmental Management
of the Coastal Areas and the fact that under this project Malaysia and Philippines have been visited and
planned visit are underway for People’s Republic of China and possibly to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.
He went on to emphasis that ESCAP as a contribution to the development of the East Asian Seas Action Plan
and for the purpose of the coordination of relevant activities in the region will share the information on this
activity with the RCU/EAS.

b7. The representative of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission {10C) reported on the
IOC/WESTPAC activities related to COBSEA. These are the training workshop on Biological Effect of
Pollutants in Xiamen, China {in October 1992), workshop on Near-shore Sedimentation in Kuala Lurmpur {in
1982), and the planned Regional Training Workshop on River Inputs and Sediments in Vietnam in 1994, in
cooperation with the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). Moreover, with the setting up of
the WESTPAC sub-commission office in Bangkok later in this year, closer cooperation with COBSEA zand
RCU/EAS is expected.

58. The Chairman proposed and the meeting agreed that the long-term strategy of the COBSEA needs to
be reviewed and revised in line with the Chapter XVII of Agenda 21 , taking into consideration all the recent
national and regional developments concerning the East Asian Seas. An ad hoc Working Group drafted an
outline {Annex V of this report} to assist the Secretariat in the preparation of the draft long-term strategy for
review of the Fifth Meeting of the East Asian Seas Experts {planned for the first quarter of 1994} to be
presented ¢ the Eleventh meeting of the COBSEA for adoption.

59. The Secretariat informed the meeting of UNEF's representation at the Beijing briefing session and Manila
project formulation meeting of the GEF funded project on the Prevention and Management of Marine Pollution
in the East Asian Seas. The meeting also received the document UNEP{OCA}/EAS IG.4/INF.3 which gave the
background information on this project.

60. The meeting requested additional information on the status of the development of this project from the
representative of UNDP. The UNDP representative informed the meeting of the consuitative process with the
governments during the farmulation stage of the project and that accordingly the project document as
prepared by the mission is now being circulated to respective participating governments for their review and
endorsement. The meeting was also informed that this project is now in the process of approval by UNDP
{New York} for budget allocation purposes only. In addition the project has been designed with maximum
flexibility and input/consultation with the participating governments.

61. In view of the general lack of consultation during the formulation of this project the meeting expressed
seriaus concern with regards to the way the development of the project was being handled. They specifically
referred to by-passing of the goals of the East Asian Seas Action Plan and COBSEA’s long-term strategy and
desires.in bringing about close coordination of relevant activities in connection with the region’s coastal and
marine environmental problems. Furthermore, there was a consensus that this project be carried out under
the auspices of COBSEA. In connection with further development of this project the meeting was unanimous
that:

- there shail be intergovernmental consultation between the participating countries of the East
Asian Seas and the non-member governments of the East Asian Seas; and
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- there shall be consuitation between GEF { UNDP/World Bank/UNEP} and the participating
countries of the East Asian Seas.

6§2. Furthermare, the heads of the delegations, in their capacity as ASOEN, also reiterated their intention
1o hold parallel consultations with the above-mentioned where views of ASEAN would be raised and reflected.
They also informed the meeting that the project to be funded by the GEF did originate from 2 proposal
initiated by ASOEN in their efforts to establish ASEAN Sub-regional Environment Trust {ASSET) with the
technical support of WWF-US,

63. The representative of the UNDP then informed the meeting that UNDP {Headquarters) in view of the
concerns of the Tenth COBSEA meeting expressed at the 9 July session had decided to defer any decision
concerning the approval of the project. A brief background information document on this praject and
explanation from UNDP Headquarters was submitted to the meeting [UNEP(OCAJ/EAS 1G.4/INF.71 . The
meeting agreed that COBSEA, through the RCU/EAS, confer with UNDP and make the necessary
arrangements for an intergovernmental meeting to discuss the project on a mutually agreeable date. This
meeting which the UNDP representative thought was planned 1o be held in Beijing was suggested to be held
in Bangkok where the RCU/EAS is Iocated.

Agenda item 11. Adoption of the report

64. The Rapporteur presented the draft report and its annexes to the meeting and they were adopted, with
slight amendments, as they appear in this document.

Agenda ftern 12, Clasure of the meeting

6b. The meeting was closed by the representative of the Executive Director and by the Chairman. [n their
closing remarks, both officials expressed their thanks to the Rayal Thai Government for the hogpitaiity and
the efficient and constructive way the meeting was hosted.
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10.

11.

12.

ANNEX II

AGENDA
Opening of the meeting
Organization of the meeting

Designation of officers
Organization of work

Adoption of the agenda
Report of the Executive Director

Review of 1991-1982 programme activities:
Ongoing East Asian Seas projects

Establishment of the Regional Coordinating Unit for the East
Asian Seas action plan (RCU/EAS)

Assoclation of Southeast Asian Marine Scientists
Financial repart for the period 71975-1992

The future role of the Coordinating Unit on the Seas of East
Asia {COBSEA} and its future mode of operation

Workplan and budget for the biennium 1993-1994
Extension of the East Asian Seas Trust Fund
Other Business

Adoption of the report

Closure of the meeting
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UNEP’S PROPOSALS FOR THE FUTURE ROLE OF THE
COORDINATING BODY ON THE SEAS OF EAST ASIA (COBSEA)
AND
ITS FUTURE MODE OF GPERATION
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INTRODUCTION

1. The Ninth Meeting of the Coordinating Body of the Seas of Fast Asia (COBSEA) at Kuala Lumpur
(13-15 November 1981) requested "...the Executive Director of UNEP to arrange the preparation of
a detailed report on UNEP’s perception of the future role of COBSEA and its future mode of operation.
Furthermore, the report should deal with proposals on the nature and the type of the projects and
activities that could best contribute towards the development of the East Asian Seas Action Plan.”
{paragraph 42, UNEP{OCAJ/EAS 1G.3/11]).

2. This document is prepared by UNEP's Oceans and Coastal Areas Programme Activity Centre
(OCA/PAC]) in response to the above-mentioned decision of the COBSEA,

3. As requested by the same meeting the document will be sent to the National Focal Points of the
East Asian Seas Action Plan for their review, comments, and adoption.

BACKGROUND

4. The Action Plan for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment and the Coastal
Areas of the East Asian Seas Region was adopted by the representatives of Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand at the Intergovernmental Meeting on the Protection and
Development of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas of the £ast Asian Region (Manila, 27-29
April 1981},

5. A second Intergovernmental Meeting (Bangkok, 9-11 December 1981}, attended by the
representatives of the same countries, determined and adopted the institutional and financiai
arrangements for the implementation of the Action Plan {paragraphs 36-57, UNEP/1G.31/6}, including
the terms of reference for the management of the East Asian Seas Trust Fund lAnnex vil,
UNEP/G,31/6).

6. For reference a copy of the Action Plan for the Protection and Development of the Marine and
Coastal Areas of the East Asian Region (UNEP RSRS No.24}, containing the above-mentioned
paragraphs is attached to this report.

7. In brief, the Bangkok intergovernmental meeting in addition to {i) adopting the programme
priorities for the action plan, {ii} endorsing the establishment of the East Asian Seas Trust Fund, and
(iii} requesting UNEF to continue to provide the secretarial services to the Action Plan, also (iv)
established the Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia (COBSEA).

8. COBSEA, comprising of representatives of the participating countries in the Action Plan, was
envisaged as "the overall authority to determine the content of the action plan, to review its progress
and to approve its programme of implementation, including the financial implications..". More
specifically, through regular annual meetings, COBSEA was expected to:

- adopt a work plan for implementing the programme;

- approve the budgetary resourtes required to support the work plan and their
allocation;
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- review the progress achieved in implementing the programme since the
previous meeting; and

- evaluate the results achieved.

8. The First meeting of the COBSEA was held in Bangkok on 3 April 1982. That meeting decided
to Initiate the implementation of the action plan through six priority projects {(EAS-12, 13, 14, 1 5,186,
and 17}. Since then eight more meetings of COBSEA have been convened, with the last (Ninth) held
13-15 March 1892 in Kuala Lumpur. .

10. One of the significant decisions of the COBSEA with direct bearing on this document was the
adaption of a "long term strategy for the peried 1997-1996™ at its Sixth meeting {Bangkok, 27-29 April
1887}. The long term strategy, as reflected in the report of the Sixth COBSEA mesting {UNEP/IG.77/8,
paragraph 38} is repraduced as Attachment Il of this report.

RATIONALE

11. The Ninth meeting of the COBSEA examined the report of the Director of OCA/IPAC's Six State
Mission of 1991 as well as the report of the high level Mission on the Reappraisal and Revision of the
East Asian Seas Region. On the basis of the findings and recommendations of these reports as well
as the relevant deliberations and decisions of the First and Second meestings of the ASEAN Senior
Officials on Environment {ASOEN}, the Ninth meeting of the COBSEA made a number of decisions
which significantly influences its future role and mode of operation with respect to the implementation
of the East Asian Seas action plan. these, inter ala, include:

- "...COBSEA’s role within ASEAN was to coordinate COBSEA approved projects..,,
However, ... COBSEA also has a major role to play within the wider East Asian Seas
region.”™;

- "...urged UNEP to step up its efforts in inviting other countries to join the East Asian
Seas Action Plan and report the results of these activities to the next meeting of
COBSEA.";

- "...it was imperative that COBSEA strengthen its coordinating capabilities in the East
Asian Seas region.™; and

- "...a Regional Coordinating Unit {RCU} be formed ...".

12. It was due to the implications of the above-mentioned decisions that the Ninth meeting of
COBSEA, recognizing the necessity for the delineation of the new role and the mode of operation of
the COBSEA, requested UNEF 1o prepare and submit to the National Focal Points of the East Asian
Seas Action Plan the present document.
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FUTURE ROLE AND MODE OF OPERATION OF COBSEA

13. Essentially there will be no change in the overall authority of the COBSEA, as adopted by the
second Intergovernmental Meeting {Bangkok, 9-11 December 1981). Through periodic meetings of the
representative of the govarnments parlicipating in the Action Plan, COBSEA will determine the content
of the Action Plan, its priorities, approve its programme implementation, review its progress, and
decide on the financial issues related to the implementation of the action plan (refer to paragraph 8 for
the details).

14, The meetings of the COBSEA will be on annual basis. In order to keep the associated costs of
convening the meetings to a minimum whenever possible they will be held back-to-back with the
meetings of the ASOEN.

15. The abave-mentioned dacisions of the COBSEA {paragraph 11} as well as those of the First and
Second meetings of ASOEN necessitate the following proposed alterations and/or additions to the
functions of the COBSEA. These will also take into the consideration the elevation of the ASEAN
Expert Group on Environment [AEGE) to the ASOEN and the abolishment of the role of the Interim
Coordinator, together with the decision to establish the Regional Coordinating Unit for the East Asian
Seas Action Plan {RCUW/EAS):

. COBSEA as the sole authority to determine content of its Long Term Strategy for
the implementation of the action plan, will at regular intervals examine its Long Term
Strategy and on the basis of the evaluation of the results of the completed activities
as well as relevant developments would amend and extend it accordingly;

it. Ir order to enhance inter-regional cooperation and exchange of information,
COBSEA will regularly review the situation and advise RCU/EAS and UNEP on potential
areas of cooperative venture with other Regional Seas Programmes;

il The channel of communication between UNEP's RCU/EAS and the
participating governments in the East Asian Seas AC‘IIO!‘I Plan will be though the
National Focal Points of the Action Plan.

V. CORSEA, with enhbanced coordinating activities within the wider East Asian
Seas region and in arder to avoid duplication on activities, will on palicy issues advise
and on technical aspects guide the RCU/EAS on the development of its programme
activities;

V. COBSEA, with reliance on the information concerning the national, bilateral,
and regional activities and programmes, will advice UNEP and the RCU/EAS an avenues
to be pursued for

securing possibie additional funding for its major priority programmes;

VI, In order to save funds, consolidate on the results of the project already
completed, and achieve meaningful results within the framework of the priorities of the
action plan COBSEA will concentrate on the implementation of maior coastal and
marine environmental projects and as far as possible, avoiding small scale studies and
prajects; and
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Vil The major projects to be developed for implementation withip the pricrities
of the Action Plan will be based on the elements of the comprehensive Long Term
Strategy already adopted by the COBSEA.
16. Many of the elements of the original institutional and financial arrangements adopted by the

Second Intergovernmental Meeting (Bangkok, 9-11 December 1981) have in view of the developments
since then, decisions of various meetings of the COBSEA, establishment of the Regional Coordinating
Unit, as well as the expanded role of the COBSEA have become redundant. In order to up date the
institutional and financial arrangements all the above elements are incorporated in the relevant
paragraphs of a revised and amended ? Institutionzl and Financial Arrangements Supporting the
Implementation of the Agtion Plan, Attachment |,

17. The amended version of this document together with the revised Institutional and Financial
Arrangements Supporting the Implementation of the Action Plan will, after the inclusion of comments
and amendments of the National Focal Points, be presented for formal adoption at the Tenth meeting
of the COBSEA.

18. In order to assist the Tenth meeting of the COBSEA in reviewing its present Long Term Strategy
and possibly revising it UNEP would undertake to prepare a proposed revigion, In this revision the
results of the completed activities, new mode of operation of the COBSEA, and the role of the
RCU/EAS in it will ba taken intoc consideration.

2 The amended altered text in Attachment | is in /a/ics.
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ATTACHMENT |
INSTITUTIONAL AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS SUPPORTING THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ACTION PLAN
. INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

Policy quidance and co-ordination

7. IThe meeting agreed that/ The overall authority to determine the content of the action plan,

to review its progress and to approve its programme of implementation, including the financial
implications, is vested in the regular, periodic meetings of governments {intergovernmental meetings)
participating in the action plan. For this purpose, the participating governments will form a
coordinating body to be known as the Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia {COBSEA). The
participating governmenlts have agreed that in the case of the ASEAN couniries the existing ASEAN
Senior Official on Environment would also function as the government representatives in the COBSEA,
while in the case of non-ASEAN counlries the Government appointed National Focal Pointls) will
represent the governmentf{s) in the COBSEA.

2. COBSEA will make policy decisions concerning all substantive and financial matters related to
the action plan, and in particular, will:

{ adopt a workplan for the implementation of the programme at each annual
meeting;

{ii} approve the budpetary resources required 1o support the work plan and their
allocation;

{iit) review the progress achieved in implementing the programme since the previous
meeting;

{iv) evaluate the results achieved:

fv} atregular intervals review, amend, and extend the Long Term Strategy; and

fvil provide informalion and guidance on the coardination of coastal and

marinhie envirgnmental activities within and without the framework
of the Fast Asian Seas activities.

3. The communication links in respect of policy matters are shown in Annex | to this report.

Overall technical co-ordination

4, The governments participating in the action pfan requested the Executive Director of UNEP to
establish the Regional Coordinating Unit for the East Asian Seas Action Plan (RCU/EAS) in order to
provide, under his direction, the overall technical coordination and the continuous supervision of the
implementation of the action plan.
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5. In order to provide a channel of communication with RCU/EAS and UNEP between the periodic
meetings of COBSEA, the participating governments have decided fo designate a Coordinating National
Focaf Point {CNFP! to undertake this function. The National Focal Point for the East Asian Seas will
take turn on alphabetical order to discharge the CNFP functions for one calendar year. Tha Terms of
Reference of the CNFP will be the same as those vf the now abolishad fnterim Ceordinatar. The
communication links on technical matiers are shown in

Annex Il

&, The Ninth meeting of the COBSEA decided on the establishment of a small Regional
Coordinating Unit for the East Asian Seas (RCU/EAS). The RCU/EAS when established will be kept
small but yet effective in order to maximize the availability of funds for programme activities under the
action plan.

National focal points

7. The participating governments have designated the following national focal points {(NFP):

Indonesia: The Assistant Minister
Ninistry of State for Population and Environment

Malaysta: Director-General
Depariment of Environment
Ministry of Science, Technology and the Eavironment

Philippines: Director
Environmental Management Bureau
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

Singapore; Depaty Secretary
Ministry of the Environment

Thatland: Secretary-General
Office of Environmental Policy and Planning
8. The role of the NFPs will be:

{i) o act as the official channel of communication between the Coordmating National
Foecal Point (CIVFP) and their respective governments;

{ii) to co-ordinate, as appropriate, the participation of national institutions and agencies
in the agreed programme;

{iii} to consult with all relevant organizations within their countries on the activities and
progress achieved in implementing the action plan.
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National institutions
g, National institutions (NI) (such as research centres, laboratories, government services,

universities}, designated by each participating government, will provide the institutional basis for
carfying out the projects under the action plan. They will be the principal executors of the specific
work and research under the action plan, Nis will be designated by the NFPs, taking into account the
specific characteristics of the national administration and orgenizational structure of each State.

10. In order to allow for complete and effective participation in agreed activities, technical
assistance {such as provision of equipment and training) may be extended through the action plan to
strengthen the capabilities of Nls to participate in the programme.

Sub-regional and regicnal institutions {SRE and RI

71, Sub-regional {covering only part of the East Asfan region as defined by the action plan) and
regional institutions will be used to the maximum possible extent for the implementation or co-
ordination of the action plan,

72. Where appropriate, Nis will be proposed by a State to assume a sub-regional or regional role
with the objective of providing services in support of the action plan (such as intercalibration exercises
or data collection, collation and dissemination).

13, Technical assistance may be provided through the action plan t¢ participating sub-regional and
regional institutions.

Networking

14. in principle, several Nls nominated by the NFPs in various States of the region could become
participants in any one activity of the action plan. The Nls, working on the same activity, could be

linked in a network of co-operating institutions.

75. fRls and SRIs participating in an activity may also be considered as members of the activity's
institutional network,

76. It may be decided by governments that it would be useful if one member of a network assumed
the role of a regional activity centre (RAC) for that network and became responsible for coordinating
the activity for which the network was established.

international organization

77, Participation of the international organizations in the pragramme, in particular those belonging
to the United Nations System, can greatly assist the implementation of the action plan, and, therefore,
their technical and managerial support for specific projects may be solicited. UNEP was invited to
assume responsibility for coordinating such support. Contacts between the international organizations
and Nls participating on specifi¢ prpjects should be channelled throuah the appropriate NFPs.
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. FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS
Financial support
78. Financial support for the activities of the action plan may come from:

{i

iif}
{iii)
{iv)

v}

fvi}

{vii)

contributions from participating governmants to the trust fund according to a scale
determined from time 10 time by the governments concernad;

contributions made in addition to (i) above from the participating governments;
contributions from governments supporting the action plan but not participating in it;
support from any United Nations organization on a project-funding basis;

support from the regional and international organizations which are not part of the
United Nations System {e.g. ASEAN) in most cases on a project-funding basis;

support from bilateral and multilateraf donors; and

any other source of funding agreed to by the participating governments.

19. Contributions to the action plan may be in cash or in kind (staff time, experts, training,
facilities, services, etc.}), or both.

20. Ultimately, the action plan /s expected to be financially self-supporting through the trust fund
or same other mechanisms. In the meantime, it is expected that the Environment Fund of UNEP will
pravide financial support to the action plan although this will, over time, decrease as a proportion of
the total annual cost.

Funding

217, Tha original totsl contribution of the participating governments {o the East Asian Seas trust
fund was US$ 86,000, sterting in 1982, The prasent contribution jn 7992 is US$94.600 in
accordance with the table below:

State US dailars
Indanesia 33000
Malaysia 718.700
Philippines 20,800
Singapore 1,700
Thailand 20,900
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22, The cost to UNEP relating to the supervision of the activities of the RCU/EAS, in so far as its
own staff and related costs are concerned, is estimated at US$ 50,000 per year. n addition, UNEP,
subject to the availability of funds, will contribute toward the programms in accordance with specific
and ad hoe need's.

Management of financial resources

23. in response to the request of the participating governments during the ninth session of
Governing Council, a trust fund has been established and the authority for its administration delegated
by the United Nation’s Secretary-General ta the Executive Director of UNEP. The trust fund will
therefare be administered according to the financial rules of the United Nations and the terms of
reference agreed by the participating governments and provided in annex VIl to this report. These
arrangements will be subject to review at least six months before the end of the interim periad.
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ANNEX i

COMMUNICATION LINKS ON TECHNICAL MATTERS

{RCU/EAS ]*—‘“*—“' U'\"EP

NFP| | NFP NEP NFP NFP
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ANNEX
TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF
THE EAST ASIAN SFAS TRUST FUND
1. The Trust Fund of the East Asian Seas Action Plan for the Protection and Bevelopment of the

Marine Environment and Coastal Areas of the East Asian Region, hereinafter referred to as the "Trust
Fund”, is established to provide financial support for the Action Plan adopted by the Intergovernmental
Meeting on the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas of the East
Asian Region, Manila, 29 April 1981.

2. The Trust Fund shall be established for two calendar years beginning 1 January 1982 and
ending

31 December 1983. In the event that the participating States wish the Trust Fund to be extended
beyond

31 December 1983, the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme {UNEP) shall
be so advised in writing at least six months before that date. Itis understaod that such extension of
the Trust Fund shall be decided at the discretion of the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. The administration of the Trust Fund shall be entrusted to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and, should he deem it necessary, to the Executive Director of UNEP. The establishment and
management of the Trust Fund shall be governed by the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United
Nations, the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Natlons, and other administrative policies or
procedures promulgated by the Secretary-General. It is understood that these Rules provide that the
United Nations shall make a deduction equal to 13 per cent of all expenditures financed from the Trust
Fund to defray the administrative support costs of the Trust Fund.

4, The expenditures of the Trust Fund for 1982 and 1983 shall be financed from contributions
in accordance with the decisions of financial arrangements adopted by the Intergovernmental Meeting
on the East Asian Seas on 11 December 1981. No expenditure from the Trust Fund shall be made in
advance of the receipt of contributions, and none shall be made befare a minimum of US$50,000 has
been contributed to the Trust Fund.

5. All contributions shall be paid in full convertible United States dollars. Contributions from the
States of the region shall be paid in egual yearly installments. The contributions shall be due on 1
January 1882 and 1 January 1983. Contributions shall be paid into the following account:

Account No. 015-0027568 UNEP General Trust Funds Account

Chemical Bank, United Nations Branch

New York, N.Y, 10017
indicating purpose of payment: East Asian Seas.
6. Contributions received inta the Trust Fund and not immediately required 1o finance activities
shall be invested at the discretion of the United Nations, and any income shall be credited to the Trust
Fund.

7. The Trust Fund shall be subject to audit by the United Nations Internal Audit Service.
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8. The budget estimates covering the income and expenditure for each of the two calendar years
constituting the financia! period to which they relate, prepared in United States dollars, as well as the
waork plan for the same period, shall be submitted to the annual intergovernmental mestings of the
States participating in the East Asian Seas Action Plan,

9. The Secretary-General, or the organization designated by him 1o administer the Trust Fund,
shall submit annual reports on the administration of the Trust Fund to the annual intergovarnmental
meetings of the States participating in the East Asian Seas Action Plan.
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ATTACHMENT Il
LONG-TERM STRATEGY FOR THE PERIOD 1987-1996
39. The meeting after considering the Executive Director’s proposals decided to formulate and

adapt the following as COBSEA's long-term strategy for the period 1987-1996:

{a}

{b}

{c}

{d

{e}

(£}

(g)

{h)

i)

The development and protection of the marine environment and the coastal areas for
the promation of the health and well-being of the present and future generations
remains the principal objective of the action plan;

The action plan should provide a framework for an environmentally sound and
comprehensive approach to coastal area development appropriate to the needs of the
region; -

Projects being implemented within the framework of the action plan will concentrate
on the most important issues identified by the Governments of the region as requiring
solution through regionai co-operation:

Pollution from petroleum hydrocarbons and the disposal of urban, industrial and
agricultural wastes were identified as the most imminent threat to the marine and
coastal environment of the East Asian Seas region. Therefore, the action plan will
congcentrate on activities leading to concrete measures cantributing to the control of
these pollutants;

A regional assessment of the major sources of urban, industrial, agricultural and oil
pollution will be undertaken, including the identification of their present environmental
impact. In parallel with the preparation of this assessment, recommendations for
possible control measures will be formulated, in particutar those requiring a regionally
coordinated approach;

A regionally applicable methadology for the assessment of environmental risk from
major potential pollutants, including suitable environmental impact assessment
procedures, will be developed and applied as part of the environmentally sound and
comprehensive approach to coastal area development appropriate to the needs of the
region;

A region-wide manitoring system will be initiated to provide, on a continuous basis,
regionally comparable information on the levels and trends of marine pollution and to
serve as an early warning system for changes which may require action on national
or regional level:

Management plans for the protection, rehabilitation and utilization of endangered
coastal and marine living resources [mangroves, coral reefs, seagrass beds, ete.) will
be formulated and applied;

Activities described in (ej-{h) above will be implemented by national institutions of the
States participating in the action plan with intensive invaivement of scientists,
technicians, administrators and other appropriate experts from the East Asian Seas
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region. The international, intergovernmental and regional arganizations will play an
active role in these activities, contributing their expertise and experience in the
management of large-scale multidisciplinary intercountry programmes;

In order 1o intensify the involvement of regional experts in the implementation of the
Action Plan and to benefit from their independent technical advice, a professional
NGO should be encouraged to develop capabilities and .opportunities and to
participate in the activities relevant to the Action Plan;

The feasibility of the development and adoption of a ‘suitable legal framework (a
convention and relevant protocol {s)] for the Action Plan will be explored;

A system for management {collection, verification, quality control, evaluation,
distribution, etc.) of data generated by or relevant to the action plan will be
established and operated as part of the action plan;

A widely-distributed newsletter will be regularly issued in order to improve the
communication between scientists, rasource managers, development axperts,
policy-makers and the general public on matters relevant to the action plan;

In each of the States participating in the action plan coordinating mechanisms for the
East Asian Seas action plan will be established under the chairmanship of the
respective national focal point in order to ensure timely and effective implementation
of Action Plan’s projects; and

UNEP will continue supporting the action plan as part of the UNEP-sponsored Regional
Seas Programme. Within the decisions of periodic intergovernmental meetings of the
States participating in the action plan {COBSEA) and under the policy guidance of
these meetings, UNEP will continue to be responsible for the overall technical
co-ordination of the agreed project activities and for the management of the Trust
Fund as the action plan’s secretariat.
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{m) A widely-distributed newsletter will be regularly issued in order to improve the
communication between scientists, resource managers, development axperts,
policy-makers and the general public on matters relevant to the action plan;

{n) In each of the States participating in the action plan coordinating mechanisms for the
East Asian Seas actlon plan will be established under the chairmanship of the
respective national focal peint in order to ensure timely and effective implementation
of Action Plan’s projects; and

{o) UNEP will continue supporting the action plan as part of the UNEP-sponsorad Regional
Seas Programme. Within the decisions of periodic intergovernmental meetings of the
States participating in the action plan (COBSEA} and under the policy guidance of
these meetings, UNEP will continue to be responsible for the overall technical
co-ordination of the agreed project activities and for the management of the Trust
Fund as the action plan’s secretariat.

with the added refocussing in the following two areas :
* away from a narrow approach which addressed single problems in isolation towards a broad,
. integrated approach which addresses the same problems in refation to other activities and
responsibilities In the coastal zone; and,

* away from a preoccupation with measuring, assessing and monitoring towards acknowledging
that this data-gathering, while justified, is only a means to an end and that the effort needs to be
extended towards the ultimate goal by applying solutions



