MALAWI CONTRIBUTION TO MINISTERIAL DECLARATION OF THE UNITED

NATIONS ENVIRONMENT ASSEMBLY (UNEA) AT ITS FIFTH SESSION.

Theme: Strengthening actions for nature to achieve the sustainable Development
Goals”

1.

We, the world’s ministers for the environment, having gathered at the fifth session of the
United Nations Environment Assembly in (venue/City), together with the representatives
of international organizations and other stakeholders, recall the outcomes of the previous
sessions of the Environment Assembly and are dedicated to addressing environmental
challenges through strengthening actions for nature to achieve the sustainable
Development Goals and to moving towards sustainable and resilient societies through
sustainable consumption and production patterns.

We reaffirm that poverty eradication, changing unsustainable and promoting sustainable
patterns of consumption and production , and protecting and managing the natural
resource base of economic and social development are the overarching objectives of and
essential requirements for sustainable development, and we recognize that nature based
approaches and solutions are necessary to move our world closer to the vision set out in
the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development,
held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, entitled, “The future we want”,
and in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

We are, however, deeply concerned about the findings of relevant global environmental
assessments which indicate that, despite the availability of solutions to our common
environmental challenges, our planet is increasingly polluted, affected by the adverse
effects of climate change, quickly losing its biodiversity, and experiencing widespread
environmental degradation.

Therefore, we will undertake measures to:

Climate change

e engage in mobilization and provision of means of implementation (finance,
technology, capacity building) for enhancing adaptation efforts and building
resilience of the vulnerable households, communities and ecosystems;

e promote investments in watershed and ecosystems restoration and management;

e promote investments in renewable, energy efficient and cleaner technologies;

e provide safeguards and incentives to those communities practicing avoided
deforestation, considering that forests act as a carbon sink but also provide
livelihoods to humans and animal life;

e promote regional integration and collaboration of efforts by member states in the
formulation, implementation and monitoring of programmes activities;

o make efforts to expand the scope of support to cover as many of the 2030 SDGs as
possible, and support member states in the design and programming of activities;




Biodiversity

conserve and enhance sustainable utilization of biodiversity in all ecosystems
including agricultural and other managed ecosystems in order to support productivity
and enhance community resilience to climate change;

encourage the development and use, with adequate safety measures for the
environment and human health, the modern biotechnology which has great potential
for human well-being;

encourage establishment of measures to prevent adverse impacts of biotechnology on
biodiversity;

mainstream biodiversity across all sectors of society with a focus on engaging those
sectors that will be involved in implementing actions to address biodiversity loss;
encourage sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources with
the custodians of these resources and act as an incentive for conservation and
sustainable use, but also contribute to livelihoods and economies of developing
countries;

Provide adequate financial support for conservation and research in genetic resources
with known medicinal value







