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Environment Vs. Development
In Colombia’s Coal Fields

BOGOTA—A decision is expected soon on who will get
to develop Colombia’s Cerrejon coal fields, the richest in
Latin America (WER, March 31, p.1).

Kennecott’s subsidiary, Peabody Coal Co., still has the
inside track, but must decide whether it will accept a series
of new demands by the Colombian government, includ-
ing environmental safeguards, to clinch the deal. Among
the new conditions are majority government control,
payment of coal royalties and a training program for
Colombian technicians.

Cerrejon is Colombia’s first significant attempt to
exploit its vast coal reserves, which comprise two-thirds
of all the reserves in Latin America. Contracts for other
fields in central and southern Colombia will be negotiated
as soon as the government completes formation of a state-
owned coal enterprise that will implement national
policy.

Despite pressure from its energy-hungry neighbors,
such as Brazil, the government has refused to rush into an
agreement in the belief that, for once, the country isina
position to develop a coherent policy for an important
national resource that will protect the nation’s eco-
nomic, technological and environmental interests. The
Colombians can afford to take their time because Cerre-
jon alone will rank their country fifth among coal
exporters, after Russia, Australia, Canada and Poland.

Ten foreign companies are seeking contracts to exploit
Colombian coal, in sharp contrast to the situation four
years ago when only three out of 51 companies responded
to the government’s invitation for bids on Cerrejon. Only
Peabody met the government’s minimum conditions at
that time. Exxon’s local subsidiary, Intercol, has been
competing keenly with Peabody for the coal deposits
adjacent to and including the original 25,000 acre Pea-
body concession.

Located on the desolate windswept Guajira Peninsula
in northeast Colombia, Cerrejon will cost about $250
million to develop by the target date of 1980. The
operation will probably be open pit, for economic
reasons. The government has already obtained $50
million from the World Bank, but technology, not
money, is the main reason the government is seeking a
foreign partner, according to Guillermo Gaviria, director
of the state-owned El Cerrejon Coal Mines.

Cerrejon, which has an estimated 300 million tons of
coal, forms part of a mineral cornucopia that also
includes large natural gas fields, now being de-
veloped by Texas Petroleum in association with the state-
owned Colombian Petroleum Enterprise. Guajira petro-
chemical and thermoelectric plants are already on the
drawing boards.

To avoid the environmental traumas of overnight
industrialization, the government and the private com-
panies have commissioned a series of studies on the

environment, particularly with regard to protecting the
area’s rivers, on irrigation and on creating new communi-
ties that will blend with the Guajira desert, including an
urban development project designed for Cerrejon work-
ers by Bogota’s National University which won top
honors from the International Federation of Schools of
Architecture. Today, the Guajira is still inhabited pri-
marily by nomad Indians. PENNY LERNOUX

Denmark Urged to Undertake
Major Paper Recycling Plan

COPENHAGEN—One factory reprocessing waste paper
could produce two-thirds of Denmark’s newsprint needs
and save foreign currency for imported paper, a govern-
ment working group has reported.

Set up by the Environment Ministry, the group said its
plan would save about $20 million annually in foreign
exchange because Denmark imports most of its news-
print. The group included representatives of the ministry,
the paper industry, waste paper dealers and local
authorities.

The proposed plant would produce 100,000 tons of
newsprint each year from a mixture of waste paper,
Danish pine and cellulose. 1t would cost $75 million and
would employ 160 workers, while another 200-300 would
be needed for collecting and sorting the waste paper.

The group also recommended that regulations should
require corrugated paper and cardboard used in Den-
mark to contain 85 per cent recycled paper.

Environment Minister Helge Nielsen, commenting on
the report, said the newsprint plant would help stabilize
the widely fluctuating price for waste paper, which has so
far discouraged individuals and companies from collect-
ing wastes because they cannot predict the economics.

Negotiations will soon begin toward realizing the plan
with all concerned parties, Nielsen said.

Strong Calls for “New Growth”

NEW YORK-—Maurice F. Strong, departing executive
director of the United Nations Environment Programme,
was awarded the Aububon Medal at the National
Audubon Society’s annual dinner November 12.

In accepting the award, Strong called for a new
approach to growth “based upon removal of the artificial
and self-defeating conflict between ecology and eco-
nomics which is now built into our system...We must
build into the system by which growth is generated and
managed measures which assure preservation of the
resource and environmental capital base on which
continued development depends.”
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Transportation: world's Cities Struggle with Environment/Energy Crunch

The combined problems of high energy cost and
increasing traffic congestion in urban areas are leading
many cities around the world to rethink their transporta-
tion systems. One regret among a lot of city officials is
that they allowed their old electric trolley lines to go out
of business. In some cities, plans are afoot to revive this
clean, non-gasoline-consuming mode of transport. Here
is a roundup from World Environment Report cor-
respondents:

Italian Renaissance—In Italy, many officials see the
system used in Vienna’s Ringstrasse—where streetcars
run underground in the city center—as a possible answer
to the enormous congestion and pollution problems of
Italy’s antique towns and cities.

In many of these cities, authorities are banning private
vehicles from congested centers and planning under-
ground systems. But subways are too expensive or not
feasible in many areas. Therefore, planners see streetcars
as an answer in center cities, with trolley buses for the
suburbs. A big fleet of trolley buses was developed in Italy
following World War II, but it is now down to a few
hundred vehicles, the major drawback being the depen-
dence on overhead power lines. Today, however, pressure
from environmentalists is reviving interest in them.

In Milan, for example, the transport authority has
produced a prototype of a new trolley bus that has a low
deck and wide doors to speed up exit and entry. The
vehicle has a small diesel for emergency maneuvers. InLa
Spezia, the busy northern port, mothballed trolleys are
being rebuilt with new lightweight bodies on old chassis.
The wheels and electric components are still good after
three decades of use.

Elsewhere in Italy, however, the interest in such
transport systems is still spotty.

British Cutbacks—In Britain, all public transport is
subsidized, and the government is cutting back this
support as part of its policy to slash public expenditures
to help the general economic situation. Deficits are to be
made up through increased fares and reduced service.

Since many uneconomic railway lines were closed some
years ago, several rural areas now rely on bus service.
Those local authorities with the smallest and most
scattered populations will have to find proportionately
more cash to keep any services going. The National Bus
Co.—the largest bus group in England and Wales—has
already cut its routes by 10 million miles this year and a
further 40 million miles (5 per cent of the total) will be lost
unless more subsidy is forthcoming.

In London, the Transport Executive, responsible for
bus and underground services, already in difficulty, will
have its government grant reduced by 26 per cent next
year.

But many commuter and worker groups are attacking
the government policy, saying it favors road building
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while letting public transport decay. “Further cuts to rail
services and the threat of reduction in bus and coach
routes may leave communities completely isolated—a
return well-nigh to the middle ages for all those who do
not own cars,” charges the National and Local Govern-
ment Officers Association in a pamphlet released this
month.

Richard Hope, editor of the Railway Gazette, charges
that the government regards railways as an obsolete
technology, one the country cannot afford, and is willing
to see the present 9,000 miles of track reduced to
3,500-4,000 miles. Meanwhile, Hope said, spending
continues for road building because the losses are less
visible than for public transport.

A further gasoline price increase is imminent in Britain,
but as public transport decreases, more people must rely
on their own transport or go without.

Greek Pollution—The Greek Ministry of Transport and
Communications is seriously considering using trolley
cars in cities to replace diesel buses as a means to reduce
oil consumption, improve transport and, in particular, to
reduce air pollution,

The measure will first be applied in Athens and
extended to other cities if it proves successful. Today,
Athens has 2,200 diesel buses and only 150 trolley cars.
Most of the buses are over 13 years old and cause serious
environmental problems. A committee set up to deal with
the issue has proposed that trolley cars be substituted for
the buses.

The Ministry has conceded that these old buses,
burning a poor quality of locally refined oil, are a major
source of pollution. Furthermore, while Greece must
import all of its petroleum, it is beginning to exploit its
huge lignite deposits to produce electricity. A switch to
trolleys would be right in line with this program.

Mexican Traffic—Mexico City has 250 street cars and
550 trolley buses. Between 1970 and 1974, the city spent
$4.5 million on restoring the trolley buses and $1.3
million on the street cars. It paid off.

In 1974, the trolley buses carried 162.3 million passen-
gers; the street cars, 79.5 million. The government has
been upping its investment in the system each year as the
number of passengers rises.

Mexico City faces a twin plague of massive traffic jams
and vehicle related smog,—there are 1.7 million motor
vehicles registered in the city, plus 500,000 in daily
commutation—and there is intense interest in other
aspects of the transportation picture as well.

A 40.3-km, ten-lane interior circuit roadway with
feeder roads is under construction in hopes it will relieve
congestion on the city’s major arteries. A fourth line is
being added to the 43-km subway system that opened in
1969, although work has been held up by lack of funds.

The present three lines carry 500,000 to 600,000
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vian Zoological Association, the
Lima Zoo, and the Peruvian World
Wildlife Fund Appeal, PRODENA.
Benavides’ 20-year successful
struggle to save the vicuna from
extinction was noted in the Wildlife
Fund’s citation, as was his fight to
stop the killing of blue whales.

Magnesium Bisulfite

Austria’s leading cellulose and
synthetic fiber manufacturing com-
pany—Chemiefaser Lenzing A.G.—
has patented a process for recover-
ing 85 per cent of the magnesium
oxide and 70 per cent of the sulfur
charged into its chemical fiber man-
ufacturing process.

A three-stage pressure filter sys-
tem neutralizes from 99 to 99.5 per

cent of the waste caustic volume (at
two-thirds capacity).

Liberian Food

The Liberian government has be-
gun a campaign against spoiled and
outdated foodstuffs sold in local
markets. According to the Com-
merce Ministry, some foods which
are prohibited from sale in their
countries of origin are dumped in
Liberia and sold at cheap prices.

The Ministry is meeting with food
importers to admonish them and
bring them into line with the gov-
ernment’s new regulations on im-
ported foodstuffs. Under the regula-
tions, all imports must pass standard
tests in the country of origin before
they are allowed into Liberia, and
any new brand foods must be ap-

proved by the Ministry before they
are marketed.

Czech River

The management of two automo-
bile factories in Northern Bohemia
(one of the Czech Republics) are
credited, according to CTK, the
Czechoslovak news agency, with
having restored the purity of the
Jizera River to the level it had in
1921, before the area was indus-
trialized.

The Skoda auto works in Mlada
Boleslav and the Liaz plant in Liber-
ec installed effluent filters over the
past decade that now capture more
than 85 per cent of all the solid and
liquid wastes produced by these two
metallurgical operations, according
to CTK.

Calendar of Meetings, Seminars and Events

March 10-14—65th Session of the FAO Council, Rome.

March 14-19—International Anti-Pollution Exhibition, Tokyo,
at Tokyo International Trade Center. Contact Nihon Kogyo
Shimbun Co., 1-7-2, Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100 (Tel:
03-231-7111).

March 17-21-International Symposium on the Use of High-
Level Radiation in Waste Treatment—Status and Prospects,
Munich, sponsored by International Atomic Energy Agency.

March 17-10 May—United Nations Third Law of the Sea Con-
ference, Geneva.

March 19-21—Pulp & Paper Seminar, Paris, sponsored by
United Nations Environment Programme. First in series of
industry seminars. Similar seminars planned for aluminum
producers in September, for auto industry late 1975.

April 7-9—Symposium, ‘‘The Oil Industry—One International
Community Member in the Environment,”’ Teheran, spon-
sored by International Petroleum Industry Environmental
Conservation Association. Contact Mr. Featherstone, IPIECA,
110 Euston Rd., London NW 1, 2DP.

April 7-11—26th Session of Inter-governmental Maritime
Consultative Organization’s Legal Committee, London.

April 14-18—International Symposium on Reliability of Nuc-
lear Power Plants, Innsbruck, Austria.

April 23-25—Water Management Sector Group meeting,
Paris, sponsored by Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development.

May—Second Council of Europe meeting to exchange infor-
mation on national regulations and practices regarding air
pollution, Strasbourg, sponsored by UNEP.

May 7-10—*‘Conference on Population Growth and Rural De-
velopment,”’ Kampala, Uganda, sponsored by Eastern Africa
Agricultural Economic Society.

May 13-16—Third International Ocean Development Confer-
ence, Tokyo.

May 26-28—World Energy Conference, Copenhagen.

June 2-7—The Baltic and International Maritime Conference,
Helsinki.

June 2-6—International Symposium on the Combined Effects
of Radioactive, Non-Radioactive and Thermal Releases to the
Environment, Stockholm.

June 5-8—*‘Earthcare,”’ conference on the preservation of
natural areas and urban open spaces, New York, sponsored by
Sierra Club and National Audubon Society.

For further information, contact the Center for International
Environment Information.

World Environment Report is published every other Monday
by the Center for International Environment Information,
345 East 46th Street, New York, N.Y.10017. Telephone (212)
697-3232. Cable address: UNASAMER. Subscription rate:
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