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MEDITERRANEAN COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE

Status and purpose of the Commission

In accordance with the recommendation of the Tunis Ministerial Conference as approved
by the Conference of Plenipotentiaries meeting in Barcelona in June 1995, a
Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development (MCSD) is hereby established
as an advisory body to make proposals within the framework of the Mediterranean Action
Plan (UNEP/MAP).

The purpose of the Commission is:

(@)

(b)

to identify, evaluate and assess major economic, ecological and social problems
stipulated in Agenda MED 21, make the appropriate proposals thereon to the
meetings of the Contracting Parties, evaluate the effectiveness of the follow-up
to the decisions of the Contracting Parties and facilitate the exchange of
information between the institutions implementing activities related to sustainable
development in the Mediterranean;

to enhance regional cooperation and rationalize the inter-governmental decision-
making capacity in the Mediterranean basin for the integration of environment and
development issues.

Functions

The functions of the Commission shall be:

(@)

(b)

(€)

to assist in the formulation and implementation of a regional strategy of
sustainable development in the Mediterranean, taking into consideration the
resolutions of the Tunis and Barcelona Conferences and the context of Agenda
MED 21 and MAP Phase I;

to consider and review information provided by the Contracting Parties, in
accordance with Article 20 of the Barcelona Convention, including periodic
communications or reports regarding the activities they undertake to implement
Agenda MED 21, and the problems they encounter, such as problems related to
the integration of environment into national policies, capacity building, financial
resources, technology transfer, and other relevant environment and development
issues;

to review at regular intervals the cooperation of MAP with the World Bank and
other international financial institutions, as well as the European Union, and to
explore ways and means for the strengthening of such cooperation, and
particularly to reach the objectives of Chapter 33 of Agenda MED 21,
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(d) to consider information regarding the progress made in the implementation of
relevant environmental conventions, which could be made available by the
relevant conferences or by the parties;

(e) to identify technologies and knowledge of an innovative nature for sustainable
development in the Mediterranean region and to provide advice on the various
means for their most effective use, in order to facilitate exchanges among the
Contracting Parties and to enhance capacities for national development;

() to provide reports and appropriate recommendations to the meetings of the
Contracting Parties, through the MAP Secretariat, on the basis of a
comprehensive analysis of reports and issues related to the implementation of
a regional strategy related to MAP Phase Il and Agenda MED 21;

(9) to undertake a four-year strategic assessment and evaluation of the

implementation by the Contracting Parties of Agenda MED 21 and decisions of
the meetings of the Contracting Parties and of actions by the Contracting Parties
relevant to sustainable development in the Mediterranean region and propose
relevant recommendations thereon;
the first strategic review should be undertaken for the year 2000 (with ministerial
participation), with the objective of achieving an integrated overview of the
implementation of Agenda MED 21, examining emerging policy issues and
providing the necessary political impetus.
The Commission shall make the best use of the main results of MAP activity
centres in the field of sustainable development, and in particular those of the MAP
Mediterranean Environment and Development Observatory, as well as those of
national environmental observatories;

(h) to assume such other functions as are entrusted to it by the meetings of the
Contracting Parties, to further the purposes of the Barcelona Convention, MAP
Phase Il and Agenda MED 21.

The rules of procedure of the Commission shall be the Rules of procedure of the
meetings and Conferences of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention, until
the rules of procedure of the Commission are proposed by the Commission and adopted
by the meeting of the Contracting Parties, considering that the Commission shall have
no voting system.

Composition

The Commission shall be composed of a maximum of 35 members, consisting of
representatives from each Contracting Party to the Barcelona Convention and
representatives of local authorities, socio-economic actors and non-governmental
organizations working in the fields of environment and of sustainable development. All
representatives shall participate in the Commission on an equal footing. (The Secretariat
shall submit to the meeting of the Contracting Parties a proposal covering the respective
numbers of representatives, the method of their nomination, the selection criteria and the
duration of their mandate).
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Observers

In accordance with the Rules of procedure adopted by the Contracting Parties to the
Barcelona Convention, any State which is a member of the United Nations and the
specialized agencies, and any other inter-governmental organizations the activities of
which are related to the functions of the Commission, may participate in the
Commission's work as an observer.

Meetings of the Commission and responsibilities of the Secretariat

The Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development shall have an annual
meeting up to the year 2000, then shall meet every two years. The meetings shall be
convened at the premises of the Coordinating Unit of MAP, without prejudice to the
convening of its meetings in other Mediterranean venues upon a recommendation of the
Commission approved by the Meeting of the Contracting Parties.

At the opening of each session, the Commission shall elect a Bureau composed of a
President, four Vice-Presidents and a Rapporteur, from among its members on the basis
of an equitable geographical distribution and among the various groups.

The Coordinating Unit of MAP, serving as the Secretariat of the Commission, shall
provide for each session of the Commission an analytical report containing information
on relevant activities to implement Agenda MED 21 and other sustainable development
activities recommended by the meetings of the Contracting Parties, the progress
achieved and emerging issues to be addressed.

Relationship with the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development and with
national and regional commissions on sustainable development

The Commission shall maintain relations with the United Nations Commission on
Sustainable Development, and shall facilitate the exchange of information and experience
amongst national and regional commissions on sustainable development.

The Commission, in discharging its functions, shall take into account the experience and
expertise of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, and shall
submit relevant reports to the UN Commission through the Contracting Parties' meetings
on any issues that may be of its interest regarding sustainable development in the
Mediterranean region.

The Commission and the Contracting Parties shall, as far as possible and taking into
account the particular needs of the Mediterranean countries, utilize the existing reporting
system of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, with a view to
streamlining and avoiding duplication of work.

Relations with the specialized agencies, intergovernmental
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13.

14.

organizations and non-governmental organizations

The Commission shall, through the Secretariat, strengthen its activities with the relevant
United Nations specialized agencies and other inter-governmental bodies within the
United Nations System, including international, regional and sub-regional financial and
development institutions, in particular regarding projects for the implementation of the
regional Mediterranean strategy related to Agenda MED 21 and the decisions of the
Contracting Parties.

The Commission shall, through the Secretariat, enhance the dialogue with, and the
participation of, relevant non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the independent
sector, and receive and analyse their inputs within the context of the overall
implementation of the Mediterranean regional strategy for sustainable development.



