








INTRODUCTION

Dov

All life on Earth is interconnected. This fact is being made increasingly apparent
in the current era of globalisation. Just as economic events in one part of the

:{': n | L world can affect societies across the globe, similarly, decisions on how the
environment is managed in one country can affect people worldwide. Acid rain,
chemical pollution, water resource depletion and climate change do not observe
national boundaries.

The global ecosystem on which we all depend is complex, fragile and
finite. As human populations grow, the pressure being put on the Earth’s
natural resource base is increasing. The problems caused by resource
degradation and over-consumption are becoming greater and more

complex. The demand for innovative, sustainable solutions is growing

daily more urgent.

The three goals of sustainable development—social progress, economic

growth and environmental protection—are interdependent. None can be
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achieved in isolation from the other. To realise these goals, solutions
must be both global and local. Without global commitment, backed up by
institutional support, local initiatives cannot thrive. But without the support and
involvement of all stakeholders, little will be achieved.

An important element of the UN Foundation’s support for the United Nations is
that it enables a multi-stakeholder approach to sustainable development., UNEP
has embraced UN Foundation support to forge new partnerships with the private
sector and civil society as well as strengthen existing ones within the United
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UNEP AND THE UN FOUNDATION: PARTNERS
FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

| ive vears ago, American philanthropist Ted Turner had the vision to establish the

UN Foundation to help the United Nations to promote world stability. At the core
of this ten-year, $1 billion commitment is the concept of partnership. UN Foundation
funding is enabling inter-agency collaboration within the United Nations system and

partnerships between United Nations agencies, civil society and the private sector.
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awaiting funding. UN Foundation input to these
projects now totals over $38 million, to which UNEP
has leveraged over $41 million in counterpart and in-
kind contributions.

Many of these projects are in the relatively early stages
of what is a long-term process. Nevertheless, tangible
social and environmental impacts are already being
seen. For instance, UNEP collaboration with national
partners and the non-profit energy investment
company E+Co is promoting rural energy enterprise
development in Africa and Brazil. As the success of
these new initiatives is demonstrated and
disseminated, their replication and multiplication will
improve the lives of people who lack affordable and
clean energy. Another example is UNEP capacity
building work within the International Coral Reef
Action Network. UNEP is helping communities
throughout the world to sustainably manage their
coastal marine resources by establishing
demonstraﬁon sites and training programmes and
producing educational materials, all of which are
promoting the replication of local solutions across
regional and cultural boundaries.



The largest proportion—nearly 50 percent—of UN
Foundation and counterpart funds being utilised by
UNEP is in the area of information for decision
making. This is one of UNEP's core strengths, and is
central to UNEP’s mission to inform and inspire. The
two largest information projects, representing UN
Foundation funding of over $7 million between them,
are the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI), and the
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment. The GRI is a
ground-breaking voluntary initiative that is using the
relatively new concept of sustainability reporting to
institutionalise environmental responsibility and
accountability into private sector operations. The
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, also in its early
stages, will give policy makers state of the art scientific
information on the environmental services the Earth’s
ecosystems provide and how their ability to supply
food, clean water and other services is being affected

by human activity.

Environmental assessment is a core component of
UNEP’s mandate. UNEP’s flagship assessment is the
Global Environment Outlook (GEO) process. UN
Foundation funds have supported considerable
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The REED initiative began in Africa, and has
now spread to Brazil and China. Examples of
successful REED investments include a
company making fuel-efficient stoves in
Zambia, a wind-pump repair business in
Senegal, and a programme in China to train
entrepreneurs offering alternatives to wood
fuel such as biogas digesters that convert
human and animal waste into clean-burning
methane gas. The potential benefits of
projects such as these are considerable. By
providing financial returns to entrepreneurs
and investors they should be more
sustainable than traditional donor-driven
projects. In addition, they will serve as

examples to other entrepreneurs and

investors in the energy and other sectors,
thus helping with job creation and improving .
rural livelihoods, as well as reducing

pollution and environmental degradation.

In southern India, another UNEP/UN
Foundation project is providing innovative
solutions to the provision of clean affordable

energy to the rural poor. Seven out of ten
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conventional sources for the foreseeable
future. It is therefore essential to also
address the question of energy
efficiency to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, especially in the
developing world where the
combination of population growth,
economic expansion and the use of
relatively dirty technologies is causing
increasing pollution problems. The
emissions of the three fastest growing
developing economies—Brazil, China
and India—are projected to double in
the next two decades. The potential of
energy efficiency projects to reduce
these emissions is high, but currently
finance for these projects is hard to
obtain. By developing financial support
mechanisms for energy efficiency
projects in these three countries, UN
Foundation funding will help domestic
financial institutions better understand
the benefits of investing in this area and
enable them to provide loans to
borrowers wishing to undertake energy

efficiency projects.

UN Foundation funding has also supported the establishment, announced at the
World Summit on Sustainable Development, of a new global clean energy network.
The new Global Network on Energy for Sustainable Development initially
comprises ten centres in ten developing and developed countries. These centres will
help promote research into cleaner energy technologies and facilitate their adoption in
the developing world, thus supporting the use of energy as an instrument for poverty
alleviation and sustainable development.
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INFORMATION FOR DECISION MAKING

I imely and relevant information is essential for governments and the private

sector so they can create policy and initiate action. In accordance with UNEP’s
mission to inspire and inform, information for decision making is a central UNEP
priority. UN Foundation support for this process is manifested in a number of
projects. For instance, UN Foundation support for a UNEP-led analysis of the
consequences of fossil fuel subsidies will enable governments to develop viable
policy packages that will address the economic and
environmental consequences of removing

perverse subsidies.
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1t is estimated that fossil fuel subsidies
worldwide total $145 billion a year.
Generally these subsidies are so
entrenched that removing them is a
political minefield, especially since their
use has a direct bearing on the
competitiveness of a wide range of
economic sectors. On the other hand,
fuel subsidies suppress cleaner energy
initiatives and distort international
trade. Removing them within a coherent
policy framework should reap benefits
both in terms of environmental

sustainability and trade liberalisation.

Information is necessary to develop or
change policy. It is also necessary for
reacting to current events. For instance,
while it is to be hoped that the best
efforts of governments, the United
Nations and the private sector will
successfully address the issue of climate
change, the fact remains that a
combination of factors—including

climate variability, environmental

degradation and population growth—is
increasing society’s vulnerability to
weather-induced disasters. A major
underlying contributor is the El Nino
Southern Oscillation (ENSO)
phenomenon. In 1997 and 1998 El Nifio
became a household word when the
world was beset by droughts and floods
attributable to the cyclic warming and
expansion of the Pacific Ocean. The
2002 El Nino event appears to to be

wreaking comparable harm.

While individual events, such as
typhoons, are hard to predict, they can
be prepared for and their effects
mitigated. Other consequences of El
Nifio and La Nina events, such as
droughts, can be more reliably
anticipated, and preparations, such as
increasing food stockpiles, can be put in
place. To assist governments to predict
and prepare for ENSO-related events,
UNEP embarked in 1999 on a project to

review the early warning and
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valuable tool for helping to conserve the world’s

biological diversity. Every year, more is discovered about
richness of the many diverse habitats on Earth.
Unfortunately, those discoveries are also revealing the
accelerating loss of species in all areas.
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Among the most diverse habitats on the planet are the coral reef systems of the tropics. These
systems, sometimes referred to as the rainforests of the seas, provide a number of ecological
services. They are home to a staggering variety of marine species, they are invaluable nurseries for
inshore fisheries, they provide shoreline protection from ocean waves and they are a vital source
of tourism revenue to many coastal communities. They are also under increasing threat from
pollution, destructive fishing practices, unsustainable tourism and, increasingly, from the effects

of climate change.

To help counter these threats a global partnership of governments, NGOs, academic institutions
and the private sector have been working together under the umbrella of the International Coral
Reef Initiative (ICRI). Recognising the need for coordinated research and management efforts to
implement its recommendations, ICRI proposed the establishment of the International Coral
Reef Action Network (ICRAN) in 1999. Launched in March 2001, with substantial UN
Foundation funding supporting start-up, bridging and action phases, ICRAN is a strategic alliance
dedicated to halting and reversing the decline in the health of the world’s coral reefs. The ICRAN
partners include UNEP and the UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre, the UN
Foundation, the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network, the International Coral Reef Initiative
(ICRI), ICLARM (the World Fish Centre), the World Resources Institute, the Coral Reef Alliance
and the World Wide Fund for Nature. ICRAN field activities are implemented through the various
UNEP Regional Seas programmes.

ICRAN operates by sharing and building on traditional knowledge, current research and the
lessons of practical experiences to strengthen reef management through peer-to-peer
communication. The ICRAN strategy addresses most of the local causes of degradation of the

coral reef environment and includes all stakeholders and local communities in the management
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process. ICRAN’s holistic approach to reef management serves not only to ensure the
future of these valuable ecosystems, but also to ensure the future of the communities
that the coral reefs sustain. This holistic approach includes alternative livelihoods,
training, capacity building and the exchange of current scientific, economic, and social

information.

Experiences can be shared between regions and replicated or modified to capture the
unique characteristics of each area. Through its novel approach, with the collaboration
of international partners and strong local anchoring, ICRAN encourages globally
coordinated but locally relevant management of coral reefs and the sustainable use of

reef resources by all stakeholders worldwide.

An example of the outputs of the ICRAN partnership is a training of trainers
programme in the Caribbean. A training manual and CD-ROM on the management of
marine protected areas has been developed in both English and Spanish. This
comprehensive training manual for marine protected areas management includes
theory, methodology, practical exercises and reference materials. It has been used to
assist participating countries which are dependent on their coastal and marine
resources to attract tourists, especially diving tourists, to manage their resources in a
sustainable manner through marine protected areas and through co-management
arrangements and participatory planning. ICRAN demonstration sites have been
instrumental in encouraging sustainable management techniques and methodologies.
This training manual is now in use as a guideline for marine protected areas
management training at the local level throughout the region, and the success of the

programme can be replicated elsewhere.
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In Eastern Africa an exchange pro-
gramme is being established between
demonstration sites through which
managers can share experiences while
being trained in monitoring manage-
ment effectiveness and adapting
management strategies according

to results and in response to

changes in, for example, the

tourism industry. Other exam-

ples include a micro-grants

scheme set up in Southeast Asia

that is assisting people to initi-

ate or improve existing small,

locally owned businesses, and a

programme in the South

Pacific that is developing

sustainable trade in

aquarium fish as an alterna-
tive livelihood.

In September 2002, at the
World Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD), UNEP
announced further funding
from the UN Foundation and

the United States Agency for



International Development to support conservation of the Mesoamerican Reef,

the largest barrier reef system in the Atlantic and the second

largest in the world. It was also announced that the work
of ICRAN is being expanded into the South Asia and

Arabian Seas regions.

Also in September 2002, UNEP released
a major report that reflects on one of
the keystone issues of terrestrial
biodiversity: the plight of the
world’s remaining great apes.
The report’s release
coincided with the

announcement of

major new funding for a UNEP-
UNESCO initiative, the Great Apes
Survival Project (GRASP), which is a
wide partnership of wildlife conserva-
tion organisations dedicated to conserv-
ing the human species’ nearest relatives
and the habitats on which they depend.
In July 2002, in consultation with its
GRASP partners and with funding from
the UN Foundation, UNEP embarked on
a six-month project to devise a strategy
to bring cohesion to the work of the
many organisations working to conserve
great apes and to attract the necessary
funds needed to strengthen political
commitment to that end. A major thrust
of the strategy, which was launched at
WSSD, is advocacy, education and
public awareness activities at national
level. Further funding from the UN
Foundation was announced at the
strategy’s launch, alongside new part-
nerships and extra funding from the

government of the United Kingdom.
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ENGAGING CIVIL
SOCIETY

C ivil society, whether through
organised groups or individual

actors, represents a major force for
environmental action and change. But
in order to mobilise civil society, its
actors need to be provided with
relevant information, and given the
encouragement—and the means—to
participate in decision making. This
need for including all stakeholders in
decision making is being increasingly
recognised across the globe. A good
example of the open and participatory
approach is the recently concluded
World Commission on Dams
(WCD), which was an attempt to
reconcile the highly polarised opinions
which exist on big dam projects and
chart a sustainable way forward.
While dams have played an important
role in helping communities and

economies harness water resources for






Promoting grassroots participation was also the focus of the project Towards Earth
Summit 2002. This project was established to support stakeholder preparation for
the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), which took place in
Johannesburg, South Africa, in late August and early September 2002.

WSSD represented the focal point of a two-year work programme carried out by the
Stakeholder Forum to promote the engagement of major groups in the Johannesburg
Summit process.

During the summit period information resources generated by the project were widely
used. Four thousand issues of a daily conference journal were distributed. The journal
included contributions from many major groups on key summit issues and daily
reports on the negotiating sessions, allowing all delegates to follow and better
understand the process. Information was disseminated in French and English. The
Forum'’s summit web site received over 150,000 hits. Visitors were able to access issue-

based briefing documents from the web site. These were downloaded in large numbers.

UNEP also supported the Stakeholder Forum's successful pre-summit

Implementation Conference, which engaged all major groups in discussions on four of
what turned out to be the United Nations

Secretary-General’s five priority issues: water,

energy, health, and food security for agriculture.

This resulted in the launching of over
25 partnership initiatives, which will
provide a significant contribution to
the implementation of the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation

over the next five years.

One of the most important major
groups in civil society is children and
youth. They are the decision makers—
and consumers—of tomorrow.
Therefore, as part of the UNEP Global
Environment Outlook (GEO) process,
it was decided to produce a special
version of GEO targeted at this major
group to coincide with the publication
of the second GEO report GEO-2000.
The GEO for Youth report, published
in 1999 under the title Pachamama.:

Our Earth - Our Future, was produced
with UN Foundation funding. The 96-

page book contains information, case




studies, games and topics for classroom discussion ranging from result it is being used by schools and by
atmospheric and fresh water problems to urbanisation and the youth projects in countries as diverse as

protection of polar areas. Hungary, Kenya, Malaysia, Peru,

Philippines, Uruguay, State of
Pachamarna has been published in eleven languages Qatar and the United Kingdom.
and is also available on the Internet and on the
GEOQactive CD-ROM. This CD-ROM contains

complete cross-linked texts of Pac/amama and

GEO for Youth has now been
successfully incorporated into the
GEO-2000. Tt also contains introductory videos mainstream GEO process. UNEP
on environmental themes, youth action actively involved youth
databases with reference to youth organisations representatives in its preparations for
and web sites, and games and quizzes for various GEO-3 and is developing a longer-
age groups. term education strategy for the GEO
for Youth project. Because of the
Created by youth for youth, Pachamama has success of GEO for Youth, similar

succeeded in vastly broadening the audience for initiatives are being developed in Latin

UNEP’s flagship environmental assessment. The impact of America and the Caribbean and in the
Pachamama has been reinforced by two companion products: a teacher’s guide and Asia Pacific region. UNEP-GRID
suggestions to youth for taking action, including a ‘how-to’ guide for reaching political Arendal and the United Nations

leaders. Pachamarma has been University have also developed a .

endorsed by teachers from around the prototype of a virtual university

world for use in school curricula. As a course based on GEO-2000.




WORKING WITH THE PRIVATE SECTOR

: ; ustainable development needs the active involvement and cooperation of all sectors of society, not
least the private sector. Traditionally the private sector has been cast as an environmental villain,
particularly by the NGO community. With globalisation, trade liberalisation and the increasing role

of the private sector iniglobal governance, that perception is deepening in many quarters. On the other hand,
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there is increasing recognition that demonising industry is counter-productive. Two

e
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arguments support this view. First, to achieve sustainable development, it will be
necessary to enrol the active cooperation of big business. Second, the private sector is
capable of providing the technological and financial impetus that will drive
sustainable change in crucial areas such as water, energy, agriculture, human health
and biodiversity.
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As environmental awareness grows—both within and outside the private sector—
accountability has become a central issue. Consumers, communities, workers and
investors are increasingly demanding economic, environmental and social
accountability. To facilitate sustainability accounting, UNEP and the Coalition for
Environmentally Responsible Economies (CERES) established the Global

Reporting Initiative (GRI) to design globally applicable guidelines for preparing

reports on the environmental, social and economic impact of corporate activities. UN

D Wark/UNEP

Foundation support has enabled UNEP to develop general sustainability reporting
guidelines as well as industry-specific guidelines for the finance, tourism, automotive
and telecommunication sectors. To date the GRI network includes over 1,500

stakeholders from 51 countries. Over 200 companies worldwide are using the GRI

® Rafael |. CostallUNEP

guidelines to prepare reports.

A permanent GRI institution is being created to consolidate progress in what is
increasingly being recognised as one of the most critical areas for achieving
sustainable development. This permanent GRI institution will be a UNEP
Collaborating Centre with a 14-member board of directors representing private

© Ibrahim El-Orabi/lUNEP

sector, government and labour interests from around the world. Ultimately, the GRI

31
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the true social and en\nronmenta] costs and benefits of busmess practlces thereby
promoting decision making consistent with sustainable development.
32
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HEALTH AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

he first principle of the Rio
Declaration states that “human

beings are at the centre of concerns for
sustainable development. They are
entitled to a healthy and productive life
in harmony with nature.” This principle
“was reinforced at the World Summit for
Sustainable Development in 2002,
where the WSSD Plan of
Implementation acknowledges in
several places the links between poverty,
health and the environment, with
special emphasis on the provision of
clean drinking water, adequate
Sanitation, sustainable transport

strategies and chemicals management.




Up to 25 per cent of the global burden of disease is attributable to environmental causes. This burden
falls most heavily on children, who account for two-thirds of environmentally induced illnesses. Poor
sanitation and the absence of clean drinking water are major killers. Up to 3 million people a year die
from easily preventable water-born diseases. Other environmentally related health hazards include
pesticide poisoning among agricultural workers and consumers, the growing problem of newly
emerging diseases—including, perhaps, HIV—caused by the opening up of rainforest habitats for
logging and other development, and the increasing incidence of cancers caused by exposure to
ultraviolet radiation as a result of the depletion of the ozone layer.

A particularly important environmental health problem is air pollution. Indoor air pollution from
cooking fires alone causes nearly 2 million deaths a year. Added to that are the children whose
development is being hampered by atmospheric lead concentrations and the millions suffering from
respiratory diseases caused by urban air pollution. This is why UNEP and the UN Foundation place so
much emphasis on schemes like Renewable Energy Enterprise Development (REED) and on

promoting financial mechanisms to encourage clean and renewable energy investment. These initiatives

will help cut down disease-causing pollution. They should also address the health problems associated
with the hard labour of firewood collection, and, ultimately, the added burdens caused to humans by
diseases such as malaria which are spreading due to global warming.

Paragraph 46 of the WSSD Plan of Implementation states that “the goals of sustainable development
can only be achieved in the absence of a high prevalence of debilitating diseases.... There is an urgent
need to address the causes of ill health, including environmental causes, and their impact on
development, with particular emphasis on women and children....” An effort to address the links
between human health and the environment and to promote human health through better ecosystem
management is being made through a UN Foundation-funded Ecohealth programme being
implemented by UNEP, the World Health Organisation and the International Development Research
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