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1. UN Says Layer Substantially Depleted; More

The UN World Meteorological Organization last week said satellite observations of the sunlit portion of Antarctica reveal a 30% decrease in the level of ozone.
"This is an alarming rate of decrease," a WMO spokesperson said. "It is double the amount we had observed two weeks ago, and this could lead to a much greater
ozone hole."

The ozone layer shields the earth from heat and dangerous ultraviolet rays. Increased ultraviolet radiation has caused a rise in skin cancers, the suppression of
immune systems and the exacerbation of eye disorders. Chlorofluorocarbons, found in many common household products, are blamed for the depletion of the
ozone layer (UN Newservice, 29 Aug).

Greenpeace's chief scientist, Dr. Doug Parr, said the data shows that ozone depletion is happening earlier with the potential to have longer-lasting effects. "We are
ignorant of the effects of UV radiation on some marine organisms when they're developing, and for that reason this is worrying news," he added (Alex Kirby, BBC
Online http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/sci/tech/newsid 903000/903436.stm>, 30 Aug).

In other news, the UN Environment Program has released an update on which developing countries will reach their commitments to reduce and phase out
consumption and production of ozone-depleting substances under the 1997 Montreal Protocol <http://www.unep.org/ozone/mont_t.htm>.

"The grace period given to developing countries for the implementation of the Montreal Protocol is now over and the compliance regime starts," said UNEP
Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. "The trend of compliance is favorable, but we should not be complacent. Stakes are very high and together we have to ensure
the continued success of the Montreal Protocol."

The report says at least two-thirds of the countries covered by the analysis are in a good position to meet their compliance to the protocol, but it also notes that
some countries are going to need to focus further on meeting their commitments.

The Trends Analysis Web site shows graphical trends in country's consumption and production levels of ozone-depleting substances. The Web site is updated in June and September by the OzonAction
Program and is expected to include other controlled substances and phase-out targets. It can be used by the UNEP and countries interested in evaluating their compliance with multilateral environmental

agreements (UNEP release <http://www.unep.org/Documents/Default.asp?DocumentID=173&ArticleID=2603&PrintView=on>, 22 Aug). Click here <http://www.unepie.org/ozat/nou/trends/main.html> for more
information on the UNEP's Trends Analysis.

2. Largest Ever Ozone Hole Observed Over Antarctica.

This year's Antarctic ozone depletion area, or "hole," is the largest to ever be observed in the southern hemisphere over Antarctica. The ozone hole expanded to a
record size of 28.3 Million square kilometers approximately 11 million square miles) on September 3, 2000. The previous record was 27.2 million square kilometers
(approximately 10.5 million square miles) on Sept. 19, 1998.
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The ozone hole's size has presently stabilized, but the low values in the interior of the hole continue to decline. The lowest values in the ozone hole are typically
observed late September or early October of each year. In comparison, the Earth's largest island, Greenland, covers only 2.2 million square kilometers (840,000
square miles).

"These observations reinforce concerns about the frailty of Earth's ozone layer. Although production of ozone destroying gases have been curtailed under
international agreements, their concentrations in the stratosphere are only now reaching their peak. Due to their long persistence in the atmosphere, it will be many
decades before the ozone hole is no longer and annual occurrence," said Dr. Michael J. Kurylo, manager of the Upper Atmosphere Research Program, NASA
Headquarters, Washington, DC.

Scientists continue to investigate this very large hole and are somewhat surprised by its size. The reasons behind the large size involve both low early spring
conditions, and an extremely large Antarctic vortex. The Antarctic vortex is an upper altitude stratospheric current of air that sweeps around the Antarctic continent
and acts to confine the Antarctic ozone hole.

"Variations in the size of the ozone hole and of ozone depletion accompanying it from one year to the next are not unexpected,” said Dr. Jack Kaye, Office of Earth
Sciences Research Director, NASA Headquarters. "At this point we can only wait to see how the ozone hole will evolve in the coming few months and see how the
year's hole compares in all respects to those of previous years."

"Discoveries like these demonstrate the value of our long-term commitment to providing key observations to the scientific community," said Dr. Ghassem Asrar,
Associate Administrator for NASA's Office of Earth Sciences, Headquarters, Washington, DC. "We will soon launch QuickTOMS and Aura, two spacecraft that will
continue to gather these important data."

Ozone molecules, made up of three atoms of oxygen, comprise a thin layer of the atmosphere that absorbs harmful ultraviolet radiation from the Sun. Most
atmospheric ozone is found between approximately 9.5 km (6 miles) and 29 km (18 miles) above the Earth's surface.

These measurements were obtained using the Total Ozone Mapping Spectrometer (TOMS) instrument aboard NASA's Earth Probe (TOMS-EP) satellite. NASA
instruments have been measuring Antarctic ozone levels since the early 1970s. Since the discovery of the ozone "hole" in 1985, TOMS has been a key instrument
for monitoring ozone levels over the Earth.

TOMS ozone data and pictures are available on the Internet: http://jwocky.gsfc.nasa.gov/TOMSmain.html

TOMS-EP and other ozone-measurement programs are important parts of a global environmental effort of NASA's Earth Science enterprise, a long-term research program designed to study Earth's land,
oceans, atmosphere, ice and life as a total integrated system.

3. Seventy Million Nigerians Are Poor

Benin, August 14, 2000 - The population of Nigerians living below the poverty line hit 70 million mark in 1990 and may have approached the 80 million mark as at
January, this year.

P.M. News learnt that he increase in the population of the poor has been geometric. This was confirmed by the Edo State governor, Chief Lucky Igbinedion.

Apart from this alarming increase, there has been a drastic fall in life expectancy, from 52 to 49 years even as unemployment and illiteracy level are on the upward
trend. As if that is not enough, Nigerian factories are all functioning below 25 per cent of their installed capacities with several infrastructures are dilapidated and
rotting away.

Governor Igbinedion who was relying on figures from the federal office of statistics spoke at the Edo State launch of the National Re- afforestation Programme, at
the devastated Ogba Forest Reserve. The reserve has been a victim of decades of exploitation to the extent that it is devoid of new trees.

The story is the same at several tree reserves across the state. At Udo, Okomu, loggers have destroyed the forests in search of hardwoods.

The result has been more carbon gases released into the atmosphere from trees, contributing over two per cent of the human-induced emission destroying the
ozone layer.
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Quoting the late US President J.F. Kennedy, Chief Igbinedion said "our problems are man-made. They can be solved by man". He warned that unless alternatives
sources of energy to help reduce the pressure on the forests but which are environmentally - safe and cheap are found, the future of the country's natural
environment was in danger of annihilation.

This year’s national tree planting campaign, the first after several years, was to be flagged off at Awka, Anambra State during the week by the President, Chief
Olusegun Obasanjo, but was prevented by an angry mob of Nnamdi Azikiwe University students who barricaded the road and kept the president's convoy from
passing through.

Source: http://allafrica.com/stories/200008140398.html
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