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1.  Greenpeace Forms unit for "Green" Technology  

NETHERLANDS, AMSTERDAM - August 11, 2000, The environmental group Greenpeace said yesterday that it was forming a unit to spur the creation of "green" 
technologies.  
"The objective of the unit is to influence the development of technology towards sustainable solutions and promote their entry into the market," Greenpeace 
Executive Director Thilo Bode said in a statement.  
The move follows the organisation's work in devising environmental guidelines for the Sydney Olympics.  
Greenpeace said it had convinced Olympic sponsor Coca Cola to replace their refrigerants with "Greenfreeze" technology in their worldwide operations.  
Greenpeace developed "Greenfreeze", which uses hydrocarbon gases such as propane instead of hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) and hydrofluorocarbons 
(HFCs), identified as causing depletion of the ozone layer and global warming.  
Scientists say too much carbon dioxide and other gases create a greenhouse effect which is raising world temperatures.  
The organisation, with its global headquarters in Amsterdam, said it will build on previous work on technology and appoint the system analyst and physicist Harry 
Lehmann to head the new unit.  
Lehmann is the former director of the Wuppertal Institute, a German environmental research organisation.  

Source: Reuters News Service: http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm?newsid=7771&newsdate=11-Aug-2000  

 
2. Florida Man Pleads Guilty to CFC Smuggling 
 
Burt A. Ammons, of Stuart, Fla., pleaded guilty on Aug. 1, in the U.S. District Court in Miami, Fla., for attempting to unlawfully import the refrigerant CFC-12 into the 
United States in violation of the Clean Air Act. On May 4, Ammons and co-defendant Hugh A. Robinson attempted to smuggle approximately ninety 30-pound 
cylinders of CFC-12 into the United States in false compartments aboard the motor vessel Sierra.  The illegal cargo was discovered when the boat was stopped 
and inspected by the city of Fort Lauderdale Marine Patrol Unit for running without navigation lights.  The CFC-12 was to be unlawfully sold to local auto repair 
shops in the Palm Beach and St. Lucie County areas.  The importation of CFC-12 is highly restricted, because when it is released into the environment, CFC-12 
damages the earth's ozone layer which protects people from ultraviolet radiation that can cause skin cancer and cataracts.  When sentenced, Ammons and 
Robinson, who previously pleaded guilty, each faces up to five years in prison and/or a fine up to $250,000.   
 
The case was investigated by EPA's Criminal Investigation Division and the U.S. Customs Service, and is being prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney's Office for the 
Southern District of Fla., in Miami.   
 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm?newsid=7771&newsdate=11-Aug-2000
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm?newsid=7771&newsdate=11-Aug-2000


Source: EPA Press Advisory: 10 August, 2000 

 
3.  Four Convicted in Louisiana Methyl Bromide Case That Killed Mother and Sickened Child 
 
Amtek of La. Inc., and its president Robert Case, both of Baton Rouge, La., and Sims Brothers Construction Inc. and its site superintendent, Mark Jerkins, both of 
Pensacola, Fla., were convicted on July 31, in the U.S. District Court in Baton Rouge for violating the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.  In May 1997, 
Sims Brothers hired Amtek to demolish buildings on a construction site in Baton Rouge.  During the demolition, two 200-pound cylinders marked "poison," 
containing the highly poisonous rodenticide methyl bromide, were found at the 
site.  Case and Jerkins removed the cylinders from the building and then stored them in an open area at the construction site.  An Amtek employee removed the 
cylinders believing that they contained butane or propane and gave them to his cousin Edith Rome in Albany, La. to be stored in her home.  Ms. Rome, 32 years of 
age, died of methyl bromide poisoning from leaky valve.  Her son Christopher became seriously ill and required emergency medical treatment.  The case was 
investigated by EPA's Criminal Investigation Division, the Louisiana Department of Agriculture with assistance from the Louisiana Department of Environmental 
Quality and the La. State Police.  It was prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Middle District in Baton Rouge.  
 
Source: EPA Press Advisory: 10 August, 2000 
 
4.  Modine Displays CO2 Air-Conditioning System at SAE Automotive Alternative Refrigerant Systems Symposium 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--July 10, 2000--Modine Manufacturing Company will display and demonstrate the operation of a vehicular air-
conditioning system that uses environmentally friendly carbon dioxide (CO2) as a refrigerant. The prototype system is being introduced at the 2000 Society of 
Automotive Engineers (SAE) Automotive Alternate Refrigerant Systems Symposium July 11-13, 2000, at the Resort Suites Hotel in Scottsdale.  

Modine installed the air-conditioning system on a BMW 328i car. ``The design goals were to demonstrate a fully functioning CO2 vehicular air-conditioning system 
with equal or better performance than the existing R-134a system, a lofty goal as the BMW is known to have a very high-performance R-134a system,'' said Steve 
Memory, Manager of Heat-Transfer Research at Modine. R-134a is an interim substitute replacing CFC (chlorofluorocarbon) refrigerants, which are implicated in 
the destruction of the ozone layer. Modine's new heat exchangers had to be direct, drop-in replacements for the existing components, having the same size and 
volume.  

During the Symposium, the CO2-system-equipped vehicles will soak for up to an hour in the noon-day sun, reaching interior temperatures of up to 160o Fahrenheit. 
After lunch, selected participants will qualitatively evaluate the cooling performance by taking the vehicles on a pre-selected course that includes idle, city, and 
highway driving. Certain quantitative measurements, including time to cool down, final register and head-level temperatures, and quality of air movement will also 
be taken.  

``This Symposium gives Modine the opportunity to demonstrate not only our expertise in the development of high-performance heat exchangers, but also our 
ability to do complete air-conditioning system design,'' said Memory.  

Initial testing and preparation took place at Modine's Technical Center in Racine, Wis. The two key heat exchangers in the system, the gas cooler (replacing a 
conventional air-conditioning condenser) and the evaporator, were tested in a split room, where the air temperature and velocity for each heat exchanger could be 
simulated as part of a complete system. The split-room test environment is the most realistic way to simulate actual operating conditions, because the gas cooler is 
installed under the hood of the vehicle while the evaporator is located under the dashboard in the passenger compartment. ``In the Racine Technical Center, we 
were able to quantify various heat-exchanger designs and experiment with a number of control methodologies,'' said Memory.  

Vehicle preparation took place at Modine Climate System Division's wind tunnel and technical support facility in Harrodsburg, Ky. Employees there conducted 
baseline wind tunnel tests of the R-134a system before removing it from the car. Then, they installed and wind-tunnel-tested the new, CO2  system. ``Initial results 
are very promising,'' said Sam Collier, manager of engineering for Modine's Climate Systems Division in Harrodsburg. ``With a few additional refinements at idle, 
we feel very confident we can reach and surpass the goals we set,'' he added.  

Modine is a world leader at solving heating and cooling problems in vehicles, buildings, and off-highway and industrial equipment. With headquarters in Racine, Modine has annual sales of more than $1 billion 
and has 8,300 employees worldwide. Modine can be found on the Internet at http://www.modine.com Contact: Modine Manufacturing Company, Cynthia Mackin-Goetsch, 262/636-1494 

http://www.modine.com/
http://www.modine.com/


Source: http://biz.yahoo.com/bw/000710/wi_modine.html 
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United Nations Environment Programme Division of Technology, Industry, and Economics (UNEP DTIE) OzonAction Programme is providing OzoNews as an internal information service to keep UNEP DTIE 
staff informed on current ozone depletion & related issues, to promote information exchange and stimulate discussion about ozone protection. The views expressed in articles written by external authors are the 
viewpoints of those authors and do not necessarily represent the policy or viewpoint of UNEP.  Additionally, the citing of commercial products or services does not constitute endorsement of those products or 
services by UNEP. 
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If you have questions, comments, ideas for future articles, or you want to discontinue receiving this update, please contact: Mrs. Samira de Gobert, Tel. 0144371452   Email: sami.degobert@unep.fr  
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