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Three-North Shelterbelt Program 

 
1. Background 
In order to improve the ecological environment and increase the forest coverage in northwest, 
north and northeast China, the Chinese government launched the Three-North Shelterbelt 
Program (TNSP), which covers 13 provinces (autonomous regions or municipalities) across 
northern China with a total area of 4.069 million km2. A 72-year development plan has been 
formulated for the TNSP, in which the Program was divided into three stages, aiming at increasing 
the forest cover from 5.05% to 14.95% in the area.  
 
2. Influence and achievement 
The project has greatly increased the forest coverage and effectively combated desertification in 
the program area, improved the overall situation of serious wind-sand hazards and soil erosion, 
enhanced the resilience and adaptability to natural disasters and climate change. The TNSP has 
also greatly improved the ecological environment in the region, increased grain output and made 
great achievements in the construction of forest product bases. 

 
3. Measure 
In the coming decades, the Chinese government will continue with the TNSP program with the 
goal of increasing the forest area in the region to 33.558 million ha, forest coverage to 14%, forest 
stock volume to 260 million cubic meters, and complete by and large the development of the 
ecological security shelterbelt in north China by 2020.  
 
4. Geographic Coverage 
China 
 
5. Best practice and implications 
The project has improved the living conditions of local residents and promoted the restoration of 
the eco-system and environment of adjacent metropolitan areas. Impoverished rural residents are 
able to raise income and get out of poverty through forestry and fruit growing. Public and private 
sectors, as well as international communities have worked together in effort of afforestation and 
jointly fought combat against desertification.  
  
 
 


