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Assorted Newspaper Clippings
collected during the
Regional Advisory Team Mission to India

28 August - 13 September 1977

The Times of India (Delhi)
1 September 1977

NEW DELHI, August 31 (Sauma-
char): The posis of the secretury of
the Depajtment of Science and Techno-
logy and the director-general of the
Council~ of Scientific and  Industcial
Research have been merged.

_ The Union government has already
issped orders merging the two posts,
according 1o official sources,

The sources explained 1hat this step
would make the CSIR an integral part
of the DST o bring ahout beter
co-ardination and cohesion in scientitic
rescarch,

Until now the director-general of
CSIR enmjoyed independent status as
‘secretary 10 the government,

Though the CSIR was technically
part of the DST until now, the inde-
penident status enjoved by the direcior-
general, CSIR, as secretary created
some problems ot co-ordination by the
department, it is pointed out.

Dr, A. Ramachandran, Secretary of
the DST, will now hold both charges
in_the iniegrated set-up where there
will be only one secretury instead of
Iwo secretaries, .

According 1o the sources, thetgdy-
emment has notl laken any decision
on a proposial to detach the Botanical
Survey of India and the Zoological
Survey of India fram the DST and
attach them to the Aericulture Min-
istry ar Indian Council of Agricul-
tural Rescarch,

The advantages or disadvantages of
such a step would be carelully weigh-

chief and
The sources pointed out that the
different scientific departments of the
government such as  atomic  energy,
space, electronics, and the DST are
likely to retain  their independent
status,

The CSIR, after becoming part of
the DST, will enjoy the same posi-
tion as the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion, the Electronics Commission and
the Space Commission,'

Official sources explained that the
eriticism voiced by a section of scien-

/]

-

tists on the propnsed reorganisation
of the CSIR is based on an inadequare
understanding of the government's
intenlions,

The Cahinet, which discussed the
proposal last month, only took a deci-
sion in principle based on the Admin-
istrative Reforms Cammission’s recom-
mendations that the science and tech-
nology organisations should be re-
organised o make them more uvser-
onented,

A suzgestion was accordingly made
to the poverning body of the CSIR |

Annex D

_ The artangement now proposed is
expected 1o remove this lacuna as
the iset-ministries or organisations will
now'.be conscious of the fact that
there are research lacilities available
with’ them hefore looking for import-
{ed techaology. )

| The laboralories, so transferred,
| will enjoy full autonomy as’ they will
he societies like the CSIR or TCAB
and they will be fully within their
nghts to take decisions on research
projects within the overall availability
of funds : ;

Coordination of these laboratories
with other similar Institutions will be
brought about by apponting represen-
mtives of these outside bodies, indus-
tiry, and public seétor undertakings
on the poverning body,

The hy-laws of the societies of the
lahoratories will be framed by the
DST in consuliation ' with concerned
scientists so as to ensure full auto-
nomy.

The sources denied that the con-
cerned  secrefaries of the science
departments were not consulted on the
proposal. The secretaries of the DST
and electronics and  the  technacrat
secretaries of the sgovernment, parti-
cularly Tndustry Ministry, were in-

praposal, ) .
A review of the functioning of the

fo examine the proposal and decide = laboratories as to how the chjective of
which of the laboralories shouid pa | promoting economic development has
takén out-pf, the CSIR and attached.  heen achieved by the new armanges

o 'ministries, public  sector _urld_er.'
takings or other research bodies like

the Indian Council of Medical Re-
search and the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research.

The governing body of the CSIR,
ot which the Prime Minister is the

president, will discuss the proposal

ed by the government befoe taking "hnrffugh:v belore approving the pro-
any linal decision, the sources pointed | posal.

out,
NO DECISION

There 15 also no decision 1aken on a
proposal to detach the National Re-
searcn Development  Corporation
(NRDC) from the DST and anach it
to the Industry Ministry,

The sources denied that there was
any proposal to auach the Atomic
Energy Department 10 the Ministry
of Encrgy. There was also no pro-
posal to atiach the DST 1o the Edu-
cation Minisiry as has been reported
by some newspapers,

It is pointed out that a large num-
ber of scientists working in the 44
aational labaratories of the CSIR are
frusirated now because the processes
developed by them, after long years
of resewrch, are not accepled by the
industiry.

ment will be made after five years,
Any changes, if needed, could
made then’ in the set-up,

It is proposed to undertake a cost.
henefit analysis of research projecis

volved in the formulation of the

hefore thzy are approved so that the |

nation benefited from them.
| Out of 28 lahoratories proposed to
be detached from the CSIR, 12 are
research associntions of various sectory
of industry like tea, textiles. jute,
cement, automation, and plywood and
fwn mare museums.

Al the institutes under the .CSIR,
concerned  with medieal  problems,
except the. Central Drug * Research
iIn-nimre. will go to the Indian Couns
eil of Medieal
+ Similarly, all
with agriculure and food

Research, =
Iaboratories . dealing
will  be

attached to the Indian Council of.

Agricultural Research.
The museums are likely to be at-
tached 1o the Education Ministry,

.
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By A Staff Reporter

The Executive

(Health) Mr Madan

dmitted In the Metropolitan Coun-

:11 on Thursday that malaria had

reached alarming proportions In

Delhi- and that the Ad.mlnlll:rltlo

was soméwhat helpless since the

mosquitoes had become immune to
insecticides.

R!'L’Mnx to a ealllng-attenuon

“more thm 400,000 &awle",
by Mr Viruh Pra
and elght other Janl&
Mr Khurana sald insectlcides us
in Delhi and o‘tlls:: -~ of the
cou %
Even not doim
Ono reason for the epidemic was
that, as instructed by the Central
Govermnent DDT was
in rural areas, inferior nuetlcidel
being used in cities, The number
of cases, 37 in 1968, 1,056 in 1970,
8,451 In 1978 12,163 in 1974, 37,879
ey AR R
year in e
the situation.
Earlier, the Chlef Executive

was

only Sahani sald he was sure

Councillor,
informed the House that the Issue

Mr Kidar Nath Sahanl
of land given to J. D. Tytler School
during the Emergency at a conces-
slonal rate Il:'nly the Delhi Develop-
ment Autho had been referred
ut’l the Central Bureau of Investig.
ation.

In reply to a question by
Chartl Lal Goel (J), Mr Sahani sald
the school got 164 scres for only
Rs 7,500 when the market rate was
Rs 10 lakhs per acre. This was the
only school..which got this conces-
slon, It was well known that the
person connected with the school
was close to the “Caucus”, When
Hrs Vimal Nagl (C) asked who had

ven the land, Mr Sahan! named

lﬁ Mo‘han. former Vice-Chalr-
man o

In reply lo another quesﬁogn] !i‘lli-
University would accept the lists of
governing bodies of the colleges.
the Administration would submit
to i, There were 15 coll'm and
the Administration ha
mmummmeunw
having gone to court.

Later Mr Sahani told ers
he had informed the Vic neel-
lor that he would not accept

“double standards” and that there
was no question of his attending
any meeting in the latter’s office.
He recalled that during Congress
rule at least three members ap-
ﬁointad to a college’s governing
ody were non-matriculates. He
saw no reason for the Unlvmltf to
object to the present lists since
many of the nominees were profes-
slonal men like lawyers, docbors,
journalists and business men. i
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JNU staft %tll?l s}pht OIL. probe

Hindustah Ti

NEW DELHI, Sept. 2—Once
again today the sharply polarised
teaching community at the Jawa-
harlal Nehru University failed to
reach an agreement on the nature
of inquiry to be demanded for the
university.

The issue, which has been the
subject of intense politicking on
he campus for several weeks, re-
mained unresolved after a general
body meeting of the JNU Teach-
ers Association which dragged on
for more than four hours.

No decision. was reached on
whether the inquiry should be
'imited to the period of emerg-
ency or whether it should be a
review of the university’s func-
‘foning since its inception. A re-
solution put forward by the exe-

L ]
7

Hep
para yses;;f-
Bombay o

BOMBAY, Sept. 2 (Samachar)—

Bombay lay almost para.ysed after).

being pounded by nearly 100 mm
of rain in 24 hours ended &t
8.30 a.m. today. :

Suburban services of the Cen
tral Railway came to a  virtual
stop, while those of the Western:
Railway remained suspended on
water-logged sections Vehicular
traffic on the rouads came to a
crawl as rain water caused mini-
floods in several areas.
~Several buses of the municipa-
lised BEST, many taxis and cars
lay immobilise in knee-deep
water along the roads linking the
city to its distant suburbs.

School children were sent back
home, colleges remained closed
and with attendance very thin
work in offices was hit.

Loading and unloading opera-
tions at the port came to a siand-
still and at the airport the dumes-
tic flights and one international
service were diverted.

Twa Indian Airlines flights were
diverted to Pune while the Air-
India flight from Kuwait flew to
[‘.iielhi
a

because of
orl sources said.
he rain, which started
night, was
break till 2

poor visibility,

last
continuing without
p.m

The Hindustan Times (Delhi)
3 September 1977

g

cutive committee of the JNUTA
was not accepted.

The main poeint on which this
resolution ran into trouble was
on ils suggestion that the inquiry
should be conducted by the uni-
versity court.

The opposing faction among
the teachers rejected this as ultra
vires: the Act governing the Jawa-
harlal Nehru University specific-
ally states that only the Visitor
of the univérsity is competent to
hold an inguiry. The President
is the Visitor.

A substantial number of both
students and teachers are reluc-
tany to invite an inquiry by the

Visitor on the ground that this

may interfere with lfle university’s

an . Times, Correspondent
©NEW ' DELHL: Sépt.. ' 2—"The,
Delhi Water, Supply. and. -Sewa etl
;Disposa_l__ " Undertaking  -.of  the]
{Municipal Corporation has decid. |
ed to pfovide water supply and
‘sewerage . facilities  in . regularised

¢ 188, /aee ! G L
: -D{ssmu Chairman Madan Mo:
han Abro] said in a statement to-
day: the Tesidents ‘would have 10
‘pay at a_uniform rate of R 12
'per  square metre. ' (Rs!" 450  for
gfmr ‘supply lines and Rs 7.50 for,
‘sewerage) ' of the ‘area of the plot
?fp"thej-ut_!dertgklngm WL
£VA" minimum of '20° per cent .of°
;‘tpé_;';amnuni;‘n‘i e of the
‘number of plots; shall be payable
“within . three months of , publicas
{tign _of the- public notice in .the

. The' remaining 80 per cent!
§_wduld hdve ‘to be paid in 15 equ

.

‘instalments © With. 8 per cent:
Q:?gt:‘mt .annum, heladded,: =
&;-A,..::.: L —— . £

'-. /

Wat_crslaffput
on special duty |

. Hindusian' Times Correspor i
. NEW DELHI, Sept, . 2—The Delhl
Water Supply '« and Séwdge Disposal
‘Undertaking has_put. its- supervisory
‘staff .on a round-the-clock duty to en-
surée’ there is np disruption of water
supply, to citizens due: to: the one-day

rike by, the Lal Jhanda . Mazdoor

glm‘ Arom | midoight tenight. A
1o 1

1e “undertaking has also appéaled
people to store

' Shorta
Lofco

“jtold reporters

+ of

- ' ‘water to meet
-,i_l_:yj,'_t_:oqlinqen_cy._-:‘ ie AL P

mes Correspondent

autonomy. They want an internal
inquiry, conducted by @ panel
composed of teachers, students
and karamcharis.

The Students Union circulated a
stalement today reiterating its
demand for an Internal fact-find-
ing committee which will look into
all alleged instances of misuse of
power during the emergency.

A paralle] resolution was put
forward at the teachers meetin
suggested that the JNUTA genera
body nominate a panel of distin-
guished academics from outside
the university

Both factions today compromis-
ed on forming a cmmittee which
has been charged with drafting a
“cmposite resolution' by Tuesday.

_ '
gw,

thﬂvﬁilgb ] Y
350 91 i lIlg

oas for -
J vears

Hindustan Times Corregpondent

NEW DELHI, Sept. 2—A kitchen
trouble is brewing. Thie Indian
Ol Corporation says there is like-
ly to be persistent shortage of
cooking gas (liquid (petroleum
gas) for the next two to Lhree
years as its refineries are repori;
ing a declining output-sof LPG,

There is less and less gquantity
of associated gas available from
the oil fields and the _refineries
are not in a position to meet the
expanding demand of gds without
expansion. i

1I0C chairman C. R/ Dasgupta
esterday that the
shortage ol cooking gas: was likely
to persist in the next two to three
years.
However, with the completion

the submarine pipeline, it
would be possible to receive not
only an abundant squantity of
Bombay High's associatied gas (now
being flared) but also the un-
tapped natural gas of the Bassein
offshore field.

10C caters to over 150 per cent
of the domestic demamnd for LPG.
It services about 1.43 million con-
sumers” in 209 towns. Currently,

{ it supplies 400,000 tommnes of LPG.

Mr Dasgupta said as the sup-
ply position improved with the
availability of Bombay High gas
and the expansion eof the refl-
neries, the additional availability
of cooking gas by 1980 would .be
about 600,000 tonnes. This would
take care, he hoped, of about 4.5
million additional o@onsumers ail
over the country.
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Set.

NEW Dw{l "”Aﬁiﬂ Math
stepping up of Bomm Hish mﬂ;m' g e m"‘"“"*‘
il production ulit]) . _ Lt ﬁ(g
tonnes to 4.5’ on tonnes n : Bomhn “High ' wa&, ely  to

yeer and of onshore pmducﬂ

m 9.4 million to about 10 mi

‘tonnes, ‘will enable lndlg,,,jo

{ duce - oil, imports. from thepwr
t-level .of '14'm

million  tonnes néxt year

e

wiew that the mnsumptlon 'kiyel
will continue'to grow. at the pre-
‘sent; rate of 1.5 per cent _.each

| year. !
The 1977.78 likély crude  con-
siumption “is: estimated at-254 nil-
Flion - tonnes,” The demand s pro-
posed to” be met irom onshore.
‘production - of 9.4 million tonnes;
Hombay High output of 2 million
tonnes: a.nd im]Iorts of 14 million.
tonnes.
©Stating ‘this. at a Press confer:
ence ‘here yesmrdsy. Mr C. R Dus
Gupta,- Chairman, of In ian_ Oil |-
Corporation’ (10C); explained " that
by 1680 when' the six-million tonne
‘Mathura 'refinery would "be com-
missioned, 10C ‘would" establish a-
refining capacity. of 195 milion
tonnes of crude, agdinst the. pre:
sent wmb}ned (.apaclty of 9.25 mil-
liow-tonnes Tenmc:l by Gau-
h t& Barauni, o_vai and Haldia.
‘he total) reﬂmng capacity « in
the coumrsr would. be 36 million_
fonnes 5
“The addltlonalf I0C  capaciiy |
i-ould come {rom. the expansion of |l
_by "three million tonnes,?
w._‘_-l.gb,_millmn_‘,m‘x;ne&

: capae
. MrDas Gupla’ sai

B_bmbay _High crude and the ba

3 P o

ura, he "o

I oot "md :onil"efelé";h;:nﬂ
% n .
T “‘:ﬁ}%m ‘million tonnes: nl’
r from - Iraq

s ~would be eithe
- ddla___ ot

any uther Mt

" to: wnch- s m-n
a. cat_cracker for |

taining -a larger quantity . of
middle .distillates -which were in
demand in  the _nporth  which
Mathura would® mamly cater t:f
I0C would secure 50 per cent.
its equipment - from the: Soviet,
Union and,_ the balance partly from
indigenious and partly from foreign: |
was also. proposed 1o
lay a product )hlpe,llne connecting
Mathura with Haryana,

*Talking to newsmen,a da alter
10C's annual general meeting, Mr
Das Gupta said 10C had. reglsteﬁ-_
ed @ sales turnover of Rs 2,663
erore during 1976-77 .end a re-

While deciding’
dro cracker

K

sources It

fore tax. ;.
The net proﬂt. lfter depreclu-
ition, interest. - provision
and other adjustment worked aut
l‘l.n Rs 48.41 crore azainst 2991
crore 'in 1675-76."
however, [elt

r -Das Gupta,
lhat the gov?’l{:ment'e acceplance
lc! mittee's

the 0Qil
would tar Lially .Ie-
n the

“su
t{&ﬂ I0C's profitability

+The implementatlon* of
eqmnutteeeqreport would rob 100

#

¥ . Wlﬂl
'onhmissaonma ‘ol ‘the - lubFicating
‘plant * at . " Haldia, . self-suffi,

ency-had " been achieved in. the'

fproduction of base. stocks. for Iub-

ridating . olls “exeept for- a 'small

quantity  of speclal gro{lucts nhu.n
ere’'being importe

- Koyali- expansion was in an' nd~
Imce stage of “completion .. -and

isig c;a . progress. - had

1 dying the p!ﬁellm be-
nteyn and Koya
Pupta ed the exsanswn of um
'- ery whlch would receive Bo
bay ‘High ‘crude ;would be - cnmplet
ed ' by the lmdcﬁe ‘of 1978 7

.of __the -price *

Tlﬁtmn products, he said.

The I0C had declared a
dend amounting to Rs 713 cror
which represented  ‘the ni °sl
-dividend paid-by a public séctor
:::lrparatlon on: the pa!d -up capis

Over the year. Mr Das Gupta

dm-

cord. profit, or Rs 106.38 ‘crore be- |'

the |’
advantage it now:
enjoyéd inVrespect of non-formu- ]’

3 September 1977

M
emd ﬁi

fri
‘litres to 19.50- mllllon tm;

esen a market pa cll'la'i
T ot 629 por. cent.

Mr Das Gupta ‘said that almui
-98 per. cént. oll industry: had now
€0 &under the ﬁumag ‘of the
B ol chmparis” vl
hwe 0. ) i
the “national efforts towards ‘eco-.
nomié - proxreaa and the competl:
tion - hetween ° the oil companies
was mow ~to be solely motivated
by the desire of serv ‘the' nte-
Frests of the consumers, he said.
i*Under - the < annpal = sales -plan’
“‘formufated by the< Government

iding for'a more rapid growth
b e luhe Ui el com,
an “total’ j
p e:" would undoubtedly .
‘its share_ in the total sale
would - declare.\ Mr Das “Gupta:
" anticipated lnare in:
total s ;
. -' ‘. I
“é“ﬂ: s
'fisp?t:'}f ; brh;a v
¢ 1
rogress,  Previo
tion of: these praduc& was’ mallzlﬁ
“in"the ' hands of - fore
[ anies. - Accordin to | Das’
ta, imore than 80 per cent of
ume ‘of - th '-!'.liﬂ..:
eclal” ‘products * fors
2 hoped * 10C '
"?'; ea
he D Centre was’ et nre-

sent .- secur pprovals.
national andmfntematloml
facturers of ' equlpment lnd eng

:

said I0C had made euhslantial
progress and had increased “its,
net worth to Rs 273 crore in
1976-77  whereas the subscribed '
.capital was only Rs 82.1 crore atid

-] the loans from- the Govenrment

?Indla favourpaskagonsortlum
serti 1cat10n

NAIROBI, Sept. a
" India yesterday made a const
i tive proposal for estabnshing ¥ a
¢ joint ‘consultative group for
. control “of desertification (CGCD)

f'lo ensure effective Implementa-
tion of the lan of action to
ptau:.kle the" problems of arid and

-semi-arid areas:

i The group deslgned to tunctlon
{43 a “symphony orchestra”
: various agenvies engaged ‘in the
gwork would include the United
: Nations Environment Programme.
the FAOQ, the UNESCO, the World
Meleorologieal Organisation, the
{ World Bank and the International.
. Fund for Azricultural Develop-
fment. . .

The proposal made by the lea-

: der of the Indian delegation Dr
Swaminathan at the plenary

eesslon of .the UN conference on §dire

{ desertification here was pirt of i

{ three-point plan for setting up a
{‘machinery for follow-up of the
G]lan of action to be adopwd by
conference. .

the:

of I"for. generating

4 not only .donors but also

sources amounted to
prisbag ed to only Rs 3381

-

)

Dr Swaminathan. sald immedi-
ate dnnlter its establishment the
should form a consortium
of international  ageéncies, coun.
tries, regional banks, foundations
_and . organisations” interested n
extending. financial support fo
programmes in this field., -

A eonsultauve group-cum-techni-
cal advisory committee ‘mechanism
would provide an organised forum
multilateral re-
sources and for sttmulatinr' bilate-
ral and multilateral collaboration,
It would . provide & forum for
govemments. international’ agen-
cies, banks and voluntary organi-
sations to join together. Member-
ship of the CGCD should include
fome-
countries ceriously affected by de-

‘nes for  products
lhe;.__ .uld. Al ,,4‘ W
for bilateral co-operetfo | thie
basis of-  mutuality tp interests;
g:lgmndinﬁ orheech - other's:
an ere - necessary
wlllingneas to

muﬂomﬂ froémeworks. oi ea-upem-
‘tion with. each of .our’

}A -considerable amount of hveni

gative and directly hene-!icial \vork“
|is being carried ou

Y br Bwaminathan sqld the 1-
flon of desertification given m the
idraft plan was wide en: use‘:l‘h 10 en
compass processes of sby L t*:-j
treme drological . phen
such as' floods.and drought.
uired . both national effort rorf
wa er managemem and, tQ oase- of |
.water . resources’ eo—op!ra
tion between Iilﬂ zountr!ee
cerned. IERAL S;w'..‘;

Dr Swenﬂnnthen

areas which 'needed ‘a
‘by the conference, They
tensified rmarqh m
weather -/ forgcasting to.: provid
early, warning " of . mfewmble;
weather conditions,: lnc_:éesed at |
tention ‘to problems of women-and |
children particularly ,i-cnﬂdren;.

_Dr Swamimathan made

eertlﬁcat on.

u..‘Jamt

edpcation) in desert “area

E;:‘g. up research on. § en“
for arid and semi- arld« area: ;
esublishment pf_desert agro |

ct -reference to Wedn Industrial  complexes, " These “com |
&e:ch by the Bahgladesh deleg, ‘plexes ‘based on local mTahtarIe'l anc' |
leader who sought by impl. readily available form' of - energy |
caucm Joinmrl:?e l‘ttilet imkka T wo;:ld M:Iimina}t: unemploymen |
0 Interpational . Anrd under-emp ent’ the
rwe!‘s which India* shared wi | by ‘ereate conditi =t
neighbours “our uumml!nd mbﬁ':;i 1l r:on Pﬂm J":‘?'m;.”:"l
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E PLAN, "1‘0”CLOSE
g i

CRITI:I :

.'_' o By A Btaﬂ Ieporler

At a publlc meet!.ng o?anlzed by- :

tha Con l S :g'm ak
on Saturday the spe
lers crltjche{ the ;gvposed decision’
[to dismantle the Counell of Sclenti-
‘fic and Industrial Research,

“Mr Shashi Bhashan, ex-MP, sald/ { ferénce on Monday, three years or

‘that the decigion should be opposed
unitedly -by 'all sclentists in
‘eountry. ‘I‘ha Government, he sald
‘should do some rethinkinfhand put

awai the adyise given by the World
which t“not be in
.best interests of the country.

' Dr.B. D Nag Choudhury, Vice.
{Chanecellor of the Jawaharlal Nehru
‘University sald that this decision

i should have been'taken only if wide |

‘ranging discussions by the scient:.

! ific community had taken place and’ |

rﬁﬁ‘dhattlhbﬁ!: recomn:}e ed.. He ACCOfd

‘called - the Government’s posed

| decision  "unforttnate and . some- - DACCA, Sebt. 3—A”Banglidesh
“what depressing”. Science, he sa Gournment spokesman said yes-

=—was for the benefit of the coun
‘and if we politicize it great damua
|11:’~done to sclence and the coun-
Mr H. D. Mala MP, said that
dhirpropused decision would take
‘the oountry back to-the cowduh
fage”. . The outsiders, he said, d
| not wan{ sclentife «ivmcement ‘.ln
{our country as that would lead to
.tmpoﬂ. substitution. He eautioned :
fthe Government not to give in to
these ouuidn m-mnres.

. Mr Nu qu
) eation ‘Minister, nId ‘uut thls subs

~should _ kept ¥ above :party

! politics. Ho ‘eautioned the Gov- ;' The lpkaeman sald the sharing
iernment’ by . saying © that ' 1f of the nfa waters at ,Fnrakka,
| primitive - technology ~ could ' re- -'on ‘the ba i

i move poverty Indla would not have 'over the seasan s haa w b(
’bsen a poor country. Even rslm. _wori:ed out " A verbal nndmt.and-

?he m{uﬁons of problems, h
e most a

rscienca hava to be utilized. ' He
|

‘those research labor- .
hltorlel which were. worklnx under
{ Ministries hatr been autonomous
i they would have shown mnch bat-
;te:r ruultt. .

! Ina nsolutl n signed by some |
{MPs the mbmbers -at the mesung

{ added that

& 1
A

1 *&pﬁmher 1 that India and Bang-
Edu-é
fect was of grave {mporiance and | [waters between the two countries,

dvanced. concapu Of

4

i 71

.'—‘Th'g M
week of thh ;U.N. conference on.
de tion here has dramatiz-
“ed the world community’s interest-
'in the problem—and its lznoranca
qbout- it, reports |AFP. . -

* The 1,500 delegatés' from about |
100 eountries opened' their con-"

“ after the Idea of such a
had been approved by the

theriﬁ

Generul Assemhly In the interval,

-I_)acca Statemenfi
f-_« On Farakka

terday that a verbal undesstand-
_ln had been reached between
- and 'Bangladesh on the
quantum of share of the Ganga
waters at- Farakka “only for the
dmst period of the year”., ac-
“eording to thé official news agency
.'BSS reports -Samachar, .

“ The spokesman made the state-
& his “attention was
;at’.ha Prime Ministér of
ress conference in New Delhi on

« Jpdesh had réached -a short-term’
‘agreement, on sharing-the -Ganga

"the agency sald.

been reached . on the
gmnttumﬂog sfhagle only(for r?le
8 [} e year (generals
Aprlpe ! 80).‘? g

~ Other I.ssuas yet to be resolv

intlude the shares for the oth
iperiods of the dry seasom: the
| “total perlod ‘of the dry season-over:
which water will be shared ensur-
ing the availability of water at
drakka and necessary mac‘hl.nory

fWOl’}(lng‘ Plan On Deserts

ioosed o the Gorermnt to 80| Lo indeiientaion
econsideration: l.l, tvan to the pro:'" 'l‘xlh on all these and other re--
¥ posal. am!) ns aro m?x ted issues are in pragress at the
ed., el a‘“‘u—tiw- L y M Jevel.

- =

‘Verbal “Hy c})r% on
Gangﬁi a &s

DACCA, September 3 (Sama-
char) : A Bamgladesh government
spokesmam said yesterday that a
verbal understanding had been
reached between India mnd Bangla-

* desh on the quantum of share of
the Ganga waters at Farakka “only
for the driest period of the year,”
according slg the official pews
- agency, B.S.S,

The esman was explaining
the position when his attention was
‘drawn to a reported statement by
the Prime Minister of India ot a
‘Press conference in New Delhi on
September 1 that India and Bangla-
desh had reached a  short-term
agreement on sharing of the Ganga
- waters between the two countries,
the agency said.

total period of

The spokesman said the sharing
of the Ganga waters at Farakka
on the basis of 10-day periods
over the dry' season has to be
worked ouf. A verbal under-
standing has been reached on the
quantum of share only for the
driest period of the year (generally
April 21 1o 30).

Other Issues yel to be resolved
Include the shares for the other
periods of the dry seasom, the
the dry season
over which water will be shared
ensuring the availability of water
at Farakka and necessary machi-
pery for implementation.

Talks on all these and other
related issues are in progress at

the official level,
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o Al ) -\-i- -u-:'l

soo e,tperts had drawn up - - the
-meeting’s'¥basic working: docnment-
—an dction plan against : the ens
‘croachment* of wastelands on the
:rcrtils aregs of the earth.. .

, 'The" first two_days ‘were . more|
pnmieal than scient! ﬁc, with' m:l:a:ml1
‘of West Asian "conflict’ and * past|
present ‘liberation stru glea o]
thr Afvican -continent. T
de.;ﬁ:;atea got down to- wark. j

Jﬁ:ary sasslom are, ' still’
de\rot to .general debate wl:llf:hi
‘meaht exposition of . _each
cnuntry’s stand against ‘ desertific.”
ation. In general, countries which
suffer from the phenomenon have!
sougﬁt to explaip how. it - aﬂectl
them’ and what they are trying
do about: it. And thouawhlch are
not. threatened by ‘aridity . have
suggested how they might be able
to hold Ahe *bthers., .., |\ ¢

. CONCRETE IEBUL‘.I‘S

. More concrete resiilis may’ com
from the . plenary,.committee,
whére ‘each 'nation & remaentlﬁ
but where the procedural rul

ere more. flexible,- The cnmnﬂttee
is hard 3t work on the documents
submitfed {o the conference: Aj
broad study of the oausea and, the;
“action” plan®.

Althnugh ‘many o[ the’«delegatea
are  ‘sclentists or 'eivii* servants,
‘there ~has' been: emphasis. on the
human 'aspects- of . thaproblem. -

There” has béen dlscmion. fo 1‘4
exumple, of ‘nomadic: peoples nnd'*
their. eventual transl.uon to sedent<
.ary life.

The exgerts have al.sa snary:ed"
how such - plagues as trypanoso-
This catile. disean “::"m" o

e - disease a
the tutse . As a’result vegt
areas are» unﬁt for rais~
ing Iivestock but other areas are
overcultivated and the worked-out
sod t:ths to baco::: desért. 3
er approaches, . throu
ﬂlmntology and . attempts to. eh:ﬁ
‘| desertification the experis
€0 their still-limited m

4 ledge and the d

guesswork, . n-ee.. h 1‘91‘1 ?ﬂ
Sel quclenc 1,{1 crude
R Q) nhke] |
N By Our (‘u dent i

ALLAITABAD, September 3: The|
Union Min'ster for Petroleum, Chemi-
cals and Fertiliser, Mr I1. N, Bahu
guna, said here today that there was
no possibility of India becoming self-
sufficient in its crude requirements 0
the next five years.

Talking 1o newsmen, Mr Bahugune
said that though domestic production
of oil in the couniry hed increased
during the last few vyears, the con-
sumption had also i.ncrmced. with the
result that the gap between domestic
production and consumplion had risen
tc 14 million tonnes per annum. The
couniry, he felt, would conlinue to im-
port crude it 1983

Asked whether there was any like-
lihood of an increase in the price of
petrol, Mr Bahuguna said 1hat al-
though Saudi  Arabia had increased
the price of crude hy five per cent,
lhc Union government did not Dropose,

to increase oil prices.

Mr Bahuguna said that the govern-
ment would do its best 1o make fer-
tliser available to all the farméfs in
the count It was also .thinking - of
hringing (lnwr‘l the price of fertiliser,
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Actlon Agamst Four J .N U
_ Officials ‘Demanded

r’ LA 24

X m.ﬂ B Shamu —Mrhom we have ldent!ﬂni
”‘ Reporter as & eriminal, is sent to- Al
k. ’I'rouhle is brmlnz “at Jawaha:- trelh ‘on"a ou:- administra.
'1al Nehru University, because the ' tive: ecourse b.y the  Government
i Govemment hu [ 5“ taken ac-<\So instead of action being taken!
“tion against four officials including ~ to’ remove thm people they m
3 mw!y-cumeuor “\:‘ho ent;aeui- actmlly being ' prémoted’. fa

i s PP‘”“" - Emer term expi

¢y, . ‘The & udent's_ consider these, July 31 hum ‘been given -
 people eriminals” and have pre- c&tanswn by, tho Vi.eeuChanceuor.

pared’’ separate charge-m&ets
" against them. but’ tha Govermant
ﬂns not even Inqtured Into tha
chsrges h 2T v
“LThe ‘Students’ Unkm hu 'thera--
ore declded to stort @ series . of

{‘protests {rom ~Monda demmding
glrs Gapdhi's resigna as Chap.
' cellor and the removal of the Vice-

Chancellor- Df B, D' Nag Chau.¥
‘dhuri, the registrar A B, Chen- .
¥ diramani. the Co.Or’dinaior ‘of Aca-

"demic Affalrs, Mr ‘P. N. ' Sharma
Land the: Seeurﬂ.y Oﬁcer Dar-
i:shan ‘Singh
- At .a Press ccmierence ln New

Deih! on ' Saturdey. the Presldent
of the JNU Students’ Union, Mr
‘Sitaram’ Yechnri, said that. on .
r.llondw\pt /4-30.-pm,. ahout 400
{ students ‘would march_ from Con-"
| naught: Place ' to “Mrg ~ ' Gandhi’s.
}mm to- demand her resignation
! They = first asked her fto. reslgn
”’after' the All.nhabad juﬂ:m&nt

}

“on’ Septembe: 8 there will be a"
token strike on  the campus: amd
"the next day they will” march  to
{'the. Prime Mlntster's ‘house, l-le
tsaid that ection bad_become ne. .
{cessary because of ‘the Govern- -
[inent': ‘Indifference  to. their ode.-
mnds ‘#In addition we ave dis-.

bed by cemln other . things -
|thatf,_ar1 nagye s--Mt P,_Q]‘

Emphasis on .
human Thugb\s
at Nalroﬁ&ﬁ]eét

| NAIROBI, September 3 (AFP): The
first week of the U.N. conference on
desertification here has dramatised the
world communuy’s interest in the
problem — dnd jts' ignorance about
SI

The & ,500- dbjogates from abour 100
countries opened their conference on
Monday, three years after the idea
ol such « gathering had been approv-
ed by the U.N. General Assembly,
In the interval, 500 experts had drawn
up the meeting's basic working docu-
ment — an action plan against’ the
encroachment of wastelands on the
fertile arcas of the eanh.

The first two days were more poli-
tical’ than scientific, with echoes of
the West Asia conflict and past or
present liberation  struggles on the
African  continent. Then the dele-
gates got down to work,

The plenary sessions are still de-
voted to peneral debate which meant
an exposition of each country's stand
against  desertification. In general,
countries which suffer from the pheno-
menon have sought to explain how
it affects them and what they are
trying to do about it.  And those
which are not threatened by aridity
have suggested how they might be
able to help the others.

ving, told t

-‘denlea

: men student particl

Lu the four,”

* Mr ' Yechurl iated out 'that<
they were slmp reminding the"
. Janata Party of ilts- election pro.

mises to take nctlon against au}
thpse who actively helped er-
“gency measures. The students feel
that they have glven the Govern-|
“ment tnou “time, « They . first
spoke e Education - wnlster
‘and tmre met him  twice
slaca n' but without belng able |
‘to get a' commitmert either ways
from him, The Minister of State .
' whom they met on Friday. even.
em that.the removal of
these ofﬂc Is would"” require the |
approval of the whole Cabinet and:
'may even need to be faken up in.
é::rlhment. &o it vgould tﬂke some/

Accordin to Mr Yechurl, how.
ever ‘the Visitor, who is the Presi.
dm;ﬁ Mr N Sanjiva Reddy Is edﬂl
to nemove fclals,

udenw Unlon i.s only de.m

i action aaginst those offi.

0 wmt out of their: way:
mm.m kwu

. esheet they anuod:
that during the Emergency *1 800
‘policemen raided the‘ hostels. 13 |
‘students were arrested under DIK,
four under the students’
union’ was ba :tudcnu were'
admissfon  on : potitical
i grounds; ' students ‘were expelled |
for political ‘reasons, the campus
iwas swarmed with ‘plein clothes:
ation on aca..
.bodies was denled; there .
rsecution. of all - dissentors
otal disregard of all stude
roblnm They have then lme(i
Elu indiyidual charges ualust each

e

tho mhﬁ

,wal

PLENARY BODY

More concrete results may come |
from the Plenary committee, where |
each nation is represented bul where
| the procedural rules are more flexihle
The commitiee is hard a1 work on
the documenis submitted to the con-
ference : a broad ‘tudy of the causes
and the “action plan.”

Although many of the delegates
are scientists or civil servants, there
has been emphasis on the human
aspects of the problem,

There has heen discussion.  for
example, on nomadic peoples and thei;
]e;entual transition  to sedentary
ife.

The experts have also analysed
bow such plagues as trypanosomiasis
can lead 1o desertification, his
caltle disease is spread by the ise.
tsy Ay. As a result, vast areas of
Africa are unfit for raising fivestock.
but other areas are overcullivated and
the worked-out land tends to hecome
desert.

In aother approaches, through cfi-
mafnfogy and attempts to charl deserti-
fication the experts have recognised
their still limited knowledre and ths
need to rely on guesswork.

| Poddar urges
"  fresh look| at

\bohc)\

\\ﬁ N
de‘ tnal

o277

By Our Spechl Corrupondm

HYDERABAD, Sapnmbu 3

R B. P. PODDAR, president of

the Federation of Indian Cham-
bers  of Commerce and Industry
(FICCD, yesterday urged the Cenire 10
take a bold initiative to look at the!
indusirial policy package afresh, chop!
off the deadwood and graft new and
constructive policy measures,

Addressing the Andhra Pradesh in-
dustrial devclopment conference orga=
pised by the Federation of Andhra
Pradesh Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, he pointed out thal the
industrial policy had been devised in
response to  situations arising from
time to time keeping in view the!
larger national objectives, He felt that
in the past year or so there had been
a drastic change in economic condi-
tions which had made some ol the
country’s policies completely obsolete. |
This was true, for example, of indus-
trial licensing, import control, price
control 'and a variety of other regula-
tions affecting industry.

Mr Poddar pleaded that industrial
development should be healthy and
balanced. The different types of indus-
tries—small, medium and larpe—had
to grow in harmony, Indeed, the
growth of smallscale industries had

to be at a much higher pace because
it enabled greater specialisation and
helped large-scale industries to reduce
| the cost of production and final prices.

What was even more importaht, he!
pointed out, was that the development
of smull industries widened the entre-
preneurial base and provided support
to massive industrial development.

While appreciating the emphasis on
small-scale industries by the Centre,
Mr Poddar hoped that it would not
imply negation ot development by
large and medium-scale sectors,

He regretted that private trade in
our couniry had been exposed 1o
severe limitations and undeserved criti-
cism. The sales tax had created tremen-
dous administrative problems. “The
arguments for merger of sales tax
with excise duty are convincing What |
comes in the way is  possibly the
weakening of the financial autonomy
of the state governments. He felr that
a via media could be devised and the
administrative burden of the sales (ax
considerably reduced.

Inaugurating the -conference, the
Andhra S Pradesh Chiel Minister, Mr
J. Vengal Rao, offered the state gov- .
ernment’s unqualified willingness to
assist in the setting up of new indus-
trial ventures in the state,

The Times of India
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_ . At
Planness, {9, Siscoes
new priorities -

By Our Special Corrési;ondent

NEW DELHI, September 3.

THE reconstituted Planning Com-
! mission at its second full meet-
ing scheduled for September 10
will discuss proposals on how best
to reflect the Janata government’s
new priorities on rural develop-
ment and employment-intensive in-
vestment in the plan document.
These priorities require a subs-
tantial = change in the pattern of
allocation and the government is.
therefore, anxious 1o incorporate
them in the document as soon as
possible, in the annual plan for
1978-79 itself if feasible.
Although official sources describe

| as premature reports that the fifth
Plan may be terminated in-March,
a year in advance, they are certain

It would be used to smoothen
the process of change from ol
to new priorities in the sixth Plan.
The approach papér for the sixth
Plan being prepared by the P'T;
ning Commission is expected to be
ready before the end of the year,
in time for discussion at the next
meeting of the National Develop-
ment Council.

DISCUSSIONS. SOON

Since discussions with the states
on financial allocations for projects
in next !gear's plan_are expected
to_start shostly, the Planning Com-
mission’s forthcoming meeting may
also take some tentative decisions
about its own role and scope in the
light of the observations made by
the Prime. Minister, Mr Morarii
Desai.

that the annual plan for 1978-79
would be -substanlialln different
from what was originally planned.

Powerer

SHILLONG, September 3: A severe
power crisis is likely in the north-
eastern region in the near future, ac-
cording to observers here. The short-
falls by the end of the fifth and sixth
Plans have been assessed at 307 MW
and 1011 MW respectively.

Fear of a crisis has been strengthen-
ed by the fact that the power gene-
ration has not been proceeding at
the desired pace despite strenuous
efforts  made by the north-eastern
council,

The biggest single factor responsible
for the threatened power cnsis has
been the inordinate delay in the ex-

e e

ecution ' of - the Loktak hydro-electric

Orissa secks
- for

By Our Staff

BHUBANESWAR, September 3.

HE c¢hairman of the National

Flood Commission, Mr Jai-
sukh Lal Hathi, who is here for
an aerial and ground survey of the
flood and cyclone-prone areas, has
been urged by the state govern-
ment to facilitate a central aid of
Rs. 236 crores for long-term flond
and cyclone Tontrol measures.

Mr Hathi, who addressed a con-
ference' of ministers and top offi-
cials yesterday, .is understood to
have conceded that Orissa faced a
major flood problem and extensive

project in Manipur, . which according
to the original estimate, was due for
commissioning in the second quarter
of 1976. It is now expected to be on
steam by 1981-82, The 45-km Jong
Loktak lake, one of the biggest land-
lacked lakes in the country, which
has so fa_r played ‘no purposeful role
excepl bringing sorrows to the people
by causing floods during munsoon, is
to be hamessed not only to supply
electricity to the power starved siates
of the region but also irrigate 23,000
hectares of land for a second and
sibly a third crop,

To prevent flooding of areas around
the lake and Imphal town, a flood

pos-

" (Central aid
flood /\é“&mrg'}ﬁ Acﬁggps

Correspondent

In a memorandum to the Na-
tional Flood Commission, the
Orissa goyernment has demanded
Rs. 236 crores for exccuting flood
control programmes like big re
servoirs and dams on the Brah-
mani, Vaitarni and _Subarnarckha
rivers, strengthening of the 16,319
km of bunds along rivers, con-
struction of 1,138 km of bunds and
a drainage system for the cyclone-
prone coastal areas in Cutrack,
Puri and Balasore districts.

Earlier in his welcome address,
the Chief Minister, Mr Nilamoni
Routray, hoped that the commis-

efforts were needed to solve it

sion would appreciate the recur-
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The Primcal:ii.nistér ix} :hmlt’eh;o
the Deputy Chairman of the .
ning Commission, Dr. D. T. L_al_zda-
wala,* has' ~that ‘the com=
mislon oo e on ont
term planning and . !
beingpbogge down ine%,;nmedt_q;g-l

roblems. . gt
1 As. he reiterated at his Press con-
ferepce, Mr Desai does not propose-!
any reduction in the importance
the Planning -~ Commission,.
which would continue to be involv-
ed in not only the preparation” of
the five-year plan but also ‘n;
n

monitoring, ‘implemmation
evaluation. - B _
The Prime Minister has, how-

ever, inquired whether the Project
Appraisal Division should continue
to be part of the Planning Com-
mission in view of the fact that
this task was being performed by
three other units, in the govern-
ment. ¢ )
The commission "at its meeting
will also discuss a suggestion to
make planning flexible. Since it is
not easy to revise a five-year plan
which has a rigid framework, the
idea is to have rolling plans, im-
plying thereby = that the aqnpal
| plans would be subject to revision
in the light of latest trends gn_:th’e
economic scene. : Furd

control ‘scheme known as “Spgnu
Hump™ scheme has also been propos-
ed. The 105-MW project initially esti-
mated to cost Rs. 10 crores will now
consume about Rs. 80 crores signifying
an eight-fold increase in the cost due
to a delay of four years. Sophisticat-
ed machinery valued at Rs, 40 lakhs
has been ordered from abroad to ex-
pedite the tunnelling at the project
Ime;edthe equipment is yet to be re-
ceived.

The Dambut hydel project in Tri-
pura, already inaugurated with one
generator supplying 4.3 MW, make
the state’s power supply position just
enough to meet its requirements, With
the second generator commissioned,
there will be a small power surplus
in the state for the time being. The
delay in, commissioning this project
was mainly due to non-availability of
raw matenal, spare parts and “labour
famine.” Moreover it suffered a set-
back in 1970 when rebel Mizos' raided
the project site. At least 20 persons
had died in accidents while four others
were killed by rebel Mizos,

l

ring flood ?mblem of the étate and
pump in “adequate- central finan-
cial and technical assistance for a
permanent solution.”

The Agriculture Minister, Mr
‘Prahalpd Mallick, recalled that as
the Union Minister for Irrigation
and Power, Mr Hathi had extend-

| ed assistance for the construction

of the Hairakud dam and_ reser-
voir, The flood problem in the
Mahanadi valley had thus been
contained substantially, But . the
problem of flpods in the Braha-’
mani, Vaitarni and Subarnarekha
was yot to be controlled.

Mr Hathi is'understood to have
discussed the fldod problem with
the Union Steel Minister, Mr Biju
Patnaik.




UNDERSTANDING
THE DESERT
S b s

Camels are still the mainstay

Central
HE desert is a harsh
unfriendly place.

Over the ages it has

not only killed many Aygust 29 to September 9, this—

who ventured to un-
lock its mysteries, but has
reached out to extinguish
entire  civilizations.  The
names dug up from sand are
an honour roll of our anci-
ent history—Ur and Moh-
enjodaro, Dilmun and Baby-
lon, Harappa and Lothal.
They were centres of human
excellence once, the earliest
known civilizations on earth.
Why did they disappear
under the sand in areas that
were once the “fertile cres-
cent?”

We do not know all the
answers. But we do know that
desert is not a stable factor,
It can grow and shrink. In the
late sixties when the drought
in the countries along the
southern border of the great
Sahara caused much suffering
and loss, it was feared that
the desert there was indeed
growing But the world could
only watch helplessly, for neo
one knew what could be done.
The lack of knowledge was so
glaring that the United Na-
tions called for an international
conference  that would focus
attention on the matler,

It seems that despite the
present day lack of knowledge
about deserts our forefathers
did understand them. What
does treeworship in mnorth-
western India have in common
with the traditional Iraqi farm-
ing practice of using irrigated
land for fallow grazing every
alternate vear? And what do

The Sunday Statesman (Delhi)

of pegple in the deserts of

Asia, They provide wool milk and transport.

both have in common with the
United Nations Conference on
Desettification (UNCOD) that
is being held in Nairobi from

ear?
' The answer is that all the
three—tree worship, alternate
vear fallow grazing, and the
T.N. Conference—are “coping
mechanisms”.  They ure (he
means by which the societies
at the local and international
levels try to deal with the
widespread problem of main-
taining the productivity of arid
lands. Tree worship helps to
cope with desertification be-
cause it leads to the regular
watering of plants. The Iraqi
farmer copes by le‘avmg1 h

jrrigated fields for cattle to
graze ?ver_v o}h_er yﬁ::; _ﬂl'l.i:
not only supply! anima

th . h':g. also

fodder, pre-
venting land from becoming
waferlogged and saline. The

U.N. Conference on Desertific-
ation s the first attempt to
cope globally with what is in-
creasingly a world, problem;
decreasing ﬁroduclw ty of land
in the earths exitensive arid
regions,

The problem of desertific-
ation assumes tragic propor-
tions when it is realized that
of some 45 identified causes of
desertification only 13% are
due to natural changes; 87%
can be traced to human mis-
management of soil, water,
energy, flora and fauna,

According to the study con-
ducted by Dr Manuel Anaya
Garduno of the Graduate Col-
lege, Chapingo (Mexico), there
are many examples of success-
ful programmes which use
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technology appropriate to the
control of desertification pro-
cesses. These include pro-
grammes of management of
watersheds, salinily  control,
drainage installation, soil
conservation, rangelands man-
agement, sand 'dune fixation,

-aﬂorestaﬁon and re-afforest-

ation. Before trying to estab-
lish new systems of land use,
the traditional technologies
developed by farmers should
be considered. The change to
modern technologies should be
planned and gradual. Appro-
priate technology in itself is
not the answer; it must be
supported by social and
nomic structures and the
est involvement of the

lation, The rollowinﬁ examples
of the uses of technology as
applied to the five basic factors
in land use illustrate the point:

Water: The total area
irrigated land in the world is
estimated at 200 million hec-
tares. This is only 4% of the
total arid and semil-arid areas.
Water  technologies related
with run-off and water har

vesting are thus of crucial im-
rtance. Management includes
ocating, achieving access 1o,
transporting and conserving
water, The technologies involv-
ed range from the traditional
forked stick of the water divin-
er to the latest desalination
and sewage recycling plants,
Seil: Soil erosion is as old as

the earth but the detailed
understanding  of both land
defeneration and regeneration
is very new, Several estimates
have placed the total annual
loss of -dissolved solids carried
to the oceans by rivers and
streams at about 3,000 million
melrie tonnes. Technologies to
deal with the problems of soil
;:c;sl;‘ondtdiﬂ'ep 'wiéch climate,

e errain and qther fac-
tors. They range tmm‘#t.hi use

of tilling instruments that leave
crop residue onthe soil sur-
face to terracing slopes and
maintaining the proper balance
of grazing animals dependant
on the land. Soil salinity and
water-logging are also major
problems: an estimated 25% of
the world's rrigated area is
affected Remedial and pre-
venlive ta.h_..58) be

physical (drainage), biological

eco-
earn-
popu-

CAT

(crop selection and rotation)
or chemical,
Flora: Plant life sustains

both animal and human popu-
lations and has to be properly
managed. To prevent deserti-
fication the useful methods are
revegetation, rotational graz
ing, deferred grazing, crop
rotation, controlled use of
wood fue] and creation of wind
breaks and sheller-belts.
Fauna: About 50% of the
world’'s cattle, one-third of its
sheep, and two-thirds of its
goats exist in arid and semi-
arid zones  Bio-products are
important food sources for
human populations in these
areas, Problems related to de-

ﬁartici pating
of

ot lems. We

a lon i
tﬂuwa

sertification 1nvolve  animal
use, selection of animal tfrped
animal welfare and rangelan
management.

Energy: Such practices. as
he use of wood and animal-
dung for fuel or strip mining
for coal can encourage deserti-
fication. To remedy this, alter-
native sources of energy and
proper use of the exisiing
sources are necessary. The pot-
ential of alternative sources s

indicated by.the estimate that
the solar energy falling oisn

Saudi Arabia in one year
uivalent to the entire prov-

ed reserves of coal, oil, and

natural gas in the world.

About a third of the world’s
land surface is desert or semi-
desert and about 15% of the
world's population lives iLere,
We know very little of how
these areas fit into and inter-
sot within global elimatie sys-

_ donot know what
potential wealth lies hidden
under sand and shrub, nor how
our use of them will affect the
societies involved and the
world at large. How can we
reclaim the  desert margins
where life exists now at the
uncertain mercy of the wind
and the sun? And how can we
do so without damage to the
complex and fragile eco-
systems of these areas? Such
problems press with even
greater urgency in a world
where the human population is
expected fo double in the next
30 years,

. Desertification transcends na-
tional boundaries. It must be
tackled, therefore, regionally,
globally as well as nationally.
ut  we must first know the
problems and their causes, This
can only se done by obtainin
a more profound knowledge o
desertificauion processes. Then,
the action needped to stop these
processes or to reverse them,
can begin.

The initiative was given 9%y
the 20th session of the United
Nationa: General Assembly.
In December 1974 it calleg for
a world conference to be held
in 1977. Incharge of the pre-

arations is  the Executive

irector of the Uniled Nations
Environment Programme. with
the Programme’s 58-member
governing Council serving as
intergovernmental preparatory
body. Assisting in preparations
is a “task force” whose ex-
perts are drawn from the div=
erse parts of the United Na-
lions system of organizations.
Also involved is a panel of
:onsultants: scientists special-
Zing in a variety of relevant
lisciplines.  Responsible for
:hese activities, under the Exe-
-.utwf i ?iriﬂoi' is a small
ecretaria eadguart i
Vairobi, i &

The Conference will find Its
pcus in a Plan of Action to
‘ombat Desertification. The
nowledge  about the desert
nade available for the Confer.
nce ~constitutes only the
cientific underpinning for a
lan of action which is to be
nplemented ultimately by the
dge, control and msintentorn

» €On maint
ecological balance can ::



mz only lt ‘& snail's pace but
also lopsided has been the pros
gress of  rural  electrification in
Uttar Pradesh during the past
years. And {o think of expanding
the village industries before ens
suring power supply is like putt«
ing the cart before the horse,
Unless steps are taken to accele«
‘rate the pace of rural electrifi=
cation, the Janata Government's
proposal to set up a nmetwork of
cottage units will remain a
slogan.

|
Small-scale and village
\ries have beea one of
ineglected sectors in the state,
Financiagl allocations for this
sector could not be fully utilised
because of administrative delays,

bottlenecks and lack of Infra-
structure.

. The 'main thrust in the 'state's
“JIndustrial policy will now be
| promotion of rural-based labour-
intensive units. Industrial com-
plexes will be sef up in villages.
Priority will be given to small and
cottage industries. Traditional and
agro-based industries will also be
developed. During the ' current
financial year, under the rural

Indus-
the

indusiries programme, it is pro-
posed {o establish 1,400 wunits
which are expected to provide

additional Income of Rs. 4.5 crores
and payment of to 7,200 persons,

Iimbalances

There are imbalances in the
rural electrification. Without en-
suring power supply to back-
ward and neglected areas the
Janata Government cannot ac-

" nieve their objective of “indus-

rial  decentralisation”. Besides,
‘here will be problems of pro-
wurement of raw materials, supply

" of new skills and marketing of

| infrastructure,

he products at competitive rates,
Why has UP lagged behind
sther states In rural electrifica-
« .jon? Official sources atiribute
t to shortage of power, lack of
financial loss in-
volved, absence of definite pro-
gramme, difficulty in preparing
viable schemes and apathy of
officers of the stafe electricity
board towards the rural electrifi-
cation programme. Moreover,
political pressure has been
brought to bear on the Govern-

y ment in the selection of villages

for electrification. That is also
responsible for imba~

lances.

creating

+ works out

The National Herald
5 September 1977

horse in U.P.

By B.L. Sah

The latest evaluation by the
Planning Department of {he state
Government reveals that at the
present rate of electrification it
would take 20 years to cover the
remaining unelectrified villages.
Before the planned development
was taken up only 110 villages
were electrified in the state. At
the end of 1978-T7 the electrified
villages numbered 33,088, Jt work-
ed out to 29 per cent of the total
villages in the state. The all-
India average was 3852 per cent.
Both Haryana and Punjab had
electrified 100 per cent and Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Maharashtra and
Karnataka 985.6 per cent, 56.5 per
cent and 54.8 per cent respectively,
of the total villages.

That the formulafion and im-
plementation of the rural electri-
fication programme was faulty
is evident from Iimbalances not
only In five regions in the stale
but also among districts in each
region. At the end of 1976-77 the
percentage of electrified villages
against total villagea was 42.9
in castern, 35.6 in western, 12.1
in central, 6.9 in hills and 24 in
the Bundelkhand region. Within
each region the percentage of
electrified villages was 42 in

western, 28.74 in eastern, 259 in-

central, 178 in Bundelkhand and
152 in hills. 1t is evident that
due attention was not pald to
electrification of villages in cen-
tral, eastern, hill and Bundelkhand
regions.

For Instance, the - percéntage
of electrified villages is 8038 in
Muzaffarnagar district as agalnst
only 21.02 in Shahjahanpur. In
10 out of 18 districts in the
western region the percentage of

electrified villages Is ° much
below the average of 4195
for the region, Similar is

‘the case in nine out of 15 dis-

tricts in the eastern region and
five out of nine districts In the

central region, The Imbalance
is worse in the hill region.
While 43.70 per cent of total

villages are electrified in Naini-
tal district, the percentage

to only 479 in

‘per cent in the energisation

Pithoragarh district. The position
in the Bundelkhand region is
also depressing.

By the end of 1976-77 the num-
ber of tube-wellsipumping sot
energised In UP was 2.54 lakhs
as against 30.30 ‘lakhs in the
country. UP's comtribution was
only eight per cent in the natio-
nal achievement. The region-wise
percentage of energised tube-
wellsipumping sets was 551 in
west, 321 in east, 10.6 in central
and 2.2 in hills and Bundelkhand.
Western UP is ahead of other
regions in agricultural develop-
ment. Yet a big imbalance in
the energisation of tube-wells|
pumping sets in various districts
o{ﬂthe region is not understand-
able.

Finance

As regards.the utilisation of
financial allocation, 'the achieve-
ment against target. In 1978-77
was only 23.2 per cent in the
electrification of villages, 314
per cent in the construction of
high-tension line, 35.7 per cent In
erecting  low-tension line 335
of
private tube-wellsjpumping sets,
5.3 per cent and 10.0 per cent
respectively, in ensuring Indus-
trial. and domestic connections.
Eight schemes were approved
and 3365 per cent of the total
outlay was secured. But the pro-
gress in the implementation of
the schemes was almost zero.
The targets for 1877-78 are elec-
trification of 2,800 villages and
energisation of 8300 private
tube-wells/pumping sets. In Anril
lust 176 villages were electrified
and 270 tube-wellslpumping sets
were energised. The progress in
one month is a far from satis-
factory.

The shortfall in the utilisation
of financial allocations for the
rural electrification was Rs. 92
lakhs in 1974-75.' Rs. 3.75 crores
In 1975-76 and Rs. 2.12 crores in
1978-77. What is surprising 1is
that tough money allocated was
not fully utilised the physical
targets were exceeded. It merits
a review of the vardsticks used
for setting physical targets.

'will have

‘pansion

utting the wﬁt ef?re the

The state electricity board has
prepared a Rs. 24.67 crore-rural
electrification programme for
1977-78. Besides, it proposed to
clear the backlog at. a cost of
Rs. 10 crores. '‘Schemes launched
seven or eight Yyears ago have
s:ill been not completed, although
654 per cent of the financial
allocation has been secured. Natu-
rally, the ‘delay In the Imple-
mentation of the schemes has
upset the envisaged returns. The
board will have to cut down
expenditure on other schemes
to repay loans received from the
Rural Electrification Corporation.

It is distressing that the board
could utilise only Rs. 15.60 out
of 87.85 crores secured from the
Rural Electrification Corporation
in 1976-77 for the execution of
the schemes:’ What . was  worse
was that the board diverted the
utilised Rs. 22,16 crores to its
other  programmes. The corpo+
ration has taken a serious excep-
tion = to diversion of the funds
and decided not to approve any
new schemes for 1077-78 It has
placed . certain -~ conditions, for
approvlng new schemes in 'the
future. If the corporation does
not make available. adequats
funds in the future, the tural
electrification programme will suf-
fer a severe sethack

It the state Government decide
to accelerate the pace of rural
electrification, a time-bound plan
to be p red, set-
ting - target for each district
and fixing responsibility on the
officers of the board for the
timely and proper execution of

schemes. Existing schemes will
have to be reviewed and, f
necessary, revised, Selection of

arecas for eleetrification should
be such that the schemes prove
viable. A definife agnd firm policy
is called for.

WO

it seems that the state Gov-
evrnment’s thinking on the ex-
of village industries Is
still nebulous. The Industries
Minister, Mr Ram Prakash, is
toying with the {idea that areas
around . tube-wells can be suit-
able sites for the new cottage
units. Seceing the dismal perfor«
mance of the state electricity
board in the past, there is reason
to doubt whether the board will
be able to ensure uninterrupted
power supply both for the tube-
wells and for the proposed small
unita,
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A’ national project

" The deadlock on the Thein
Dam should be resolved so that
work on the project can be
started as early as possible. The
project, which has huge ‘power
and irrigation potential, should
be considered a national project
and not the exclusive asset of
one or two states, Parochial
approach to multi-purpose pro-
jects has done immense harm to
the country. The intransigence
of some state Governments has
delayed the starting or comple-
tion of a few major projects,
Inter-state  disputes on river
waters have been a costly
pastime and these should not
be encouraged. The inter-state
talks on the Thein Dam have
apparently failed and the Rajas-
than Chief Minister has sought

the intervention of the Prime
Minister to resolve the diffe-
rences. If the Union Energy

Minister and the Union Agri-
culture Minister are helpless in
the matter, the Prime Minister’s
intervention is obviously the
next step.

There is no point in trying to

establish which state is reason-

able or unreasonable in its
demand. ; Rajasthan, Kashmir,
Punjab, Haryana and Himachal
Pradesh are concernéd with the
proiect in one way or the other
and each state seems to think
that its claim is only correct
mnd the claims of other states
are false. The site chosen for
‘the Thein Dam is fifteen miles
upstream of -the Madhopur
‘ headworks on the inter-state
boundary of Punjab and Kash-
mir, Himachal is pressing for
the site at Barla as an xlterna-
tive to Thein. The first need is
to dissuade Himachal from
pressing its demand. It has been
pointed out that Himachal has
several projects of its own to
pursue but even so the state
Government will agree to give
up its demand only if they get
mn adequate share of power
wenerated by the Thein project.
Eighty-four per cent of the
Ravi's catchment area is in
Himachal territory. The Hima-
chal Government, therefore.
want thirty per cent of Thein
power at production cost but
Punjab has virtually rejected the
demand on the ground that the
catchment are® principle is
rarely taken into aecount. Kash-
mir, where 13,000 acres of land
will be submerged when ‘the

project is completed, has been -
offered twenty per cent of the
power at cost price and ten per
cent more if the state invests in
the project. The Ravi does not
pass through Rajasthan but it
is in the picture because of &
commitment made by the Pra-
tap Singh Kairon Government
in 1955. Mr, Kairon. had “gifted”
away 'water to Rajasthan. The
Punjab Government are prepar-
ed to honour the ' commitment
about water but they find no
rcason why Rajasthan should
be given a share of Thein
power. Haryana does not lag
behind its neighbours in insisting
on its share.

Maybe, each state is justified
in its claim but the project can
be taken up only if all the
concerned states resolve their
differences. What is important
is the interest of .the country
and not of any particular state.
When  completed, the project
will generate 400 mw of power
and the delay in starting it
results in national loss. Eight
years will be required
plete the project and some time
bas already been wasted. Tribu-
tary of the Indus,
passes through Pakistan also
but under the Indus Waters
Treaty of 1960, the waters of
the Beas, the Sutlej and the
Ravi have been allotted to India.
The waters of the Sutlej and the
Beas have been already harness-
ed and the Thein Dam will
harness the Ravi. The economic
importance of the dam can be
realised if it is known that the
waters of the Ravi could have
been utilised much earlier to
irrigate at least eight lakh acres
of land. Similarly, a big diffe-
rence would have been made
in the hydel capacity of the
country if the project had been
taken up earlier. Once the five
states involved in the project
realise that time lost is power
Tost and irrigation facilities lost,

they should not remain inlran-]

Besides, barring Kash-

sigent.

mir. all the concerned states are '

under Janata rule and that
should help the state Governs
ments to be more accommoda-
tive to one another. Now thit

the Prime Minister has been
approached to bring about a
settlement, it will be ‘difficult

for the state Governments to

reject his advice, whatever it i!e;

M&mum

to com- |

the Ravi | ¢

of eoal
preferred

NEW DELHI, Sept. 4 (Sama= |
char)j—Direct use of coal for
various purposes rather than its |
conversion into oil, will be the
Government's policy for the pre-
sent, '

A decision to this effect was |
taken at a high-level meeting
here yesterday held under the
chalrmanship of the Energy
Minister, Mr. P, Ramachandran.,

The meeting attended by the
representatives of the Planning

Commission, Ministries of Pbtm
leum and Chemicals, Industry. \
Defence, External Affairs, the
Department of Power and the
Department of Coal, considered
the report of expert group,
headed by Dr. K. R. Chakra
varty, on the conversion of coal
to synthetic oil.

The Minister of State for
Energy, Mr. Fazlur Rahman,
also attended the meeting, which
emong other things, decided to
concentrate on  substitution of
oil by coal for the time being.

The view  expressed in the
meeting was that ynder the pre-
sent eircumstances, substitution
oil by coal by the Consu- |
mers would be more viable than |
going in for a costly project

|of converting the coal into oil.

The meeting also decided that
concerted efforts be made for
conversion of coal to gas and
other domestic fuels.

INCENTIVES

It was decided to appoint a
standing committee for substi-
tution of ofl by coal, The com-
mitttee would also suggest other
uses of coal.

The standing committee would
also look into the need for pro-
viding incentives to achieve the
objective of sybatituting oil by
coal,

In view of weorld wide ofl
crisis of 1973, coal industry in
the country has been stressing
the need for substitution of fur-

‘nace oil by coal irrespective of

those Industrial units where this
is technologically feasible.

.Dlrect use
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DESERTS CAN
YIELD A
PROF'T

1.

NAmOBI Sepﬁ —Mxnklnd
sould make a tidy profit by clear-
ng up the planet’s 'deserts, ac-
sording to research done for the
J.N. Conference on Desertification,
reports Reuter.

Some 100 nations are represent-
1d here to approve a global, plan of"
iction to stop the spread of arid
vasteland through man’s . misuse.
[‘o encourage them to action, tha}

JN. has provided a profit motive’
n the form of a report on the
iconomic . " aspects - of desertlﬁea.
fon. - s0
U.N experts. added up the land |
nass already affected

o

. national

., me,

y - deserts -

ind estimated the value of what

his'land could be producing each’
pear if it were .-mot so affll y
Fhey arrived at $16 billion pf,
igricultural produce ‘alonie. p

They then  calculated the an-
wal - fall - land values due
lesertification.| The resulting figure
5 8900 ‘milllon but an yearly ex-
sense of about $400 million could
wventually - halt the deterioration,
urning a- proﬁk'* of $500 million
mnually, /-

Lest these ﬂ.zm-aa be consldered
JIN. environment programime pro-
»aganda, the report also looks at
iome World Bank and Inter-Ameri.
:an Development Bank.anti-deserti-
ication. projects: The least succes-
iful showed a rate of return of
11“ which most corporations might

The best yielded a 100%
:roﬁt. 4

THEINPOIMALGOAL

The conference has . set an ln.
‘ormal goal of  “zero desert
rowth” - by the year 2000. This
neans the combination of desert
meroachment and desert reclama-
don, would cancel one another out.

Mr Ruben Mendez, financial and
iconomie adviser .. to 'the confer-
mce - secretarlat and: largely rés-

sonsible_for th s, feels that’
his zero growth rget could be
ichleved -

in 10-15 years with an
imnual outla SAR0_maillin

- haps

Ak in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

&

- concentrating

L
¥

I

. of financing rather than concentrat’

* consortium  would keep tabs

. control the desert locust in W

¢ ‘the developing nations also oppose

> >epremper 1V//

Once.zero growth has been. ach:
feved, man = can start whittling
away at the deserts that are left,
" trying to reclaim a larze part of
tlmt $16 billion. !

The report caleulates that to
make all desert land productive
~to~the maximum extent possible it
would cost $5.262 billion. -

As the nations, working as ‘tha
‘committee of the whole”, put the,
plan of action into final "form be-
fore the conference ends next
Friday. a working group of that NEW DELHI, Sept 4.

committee is trying to estimate, :
how to pay for it all, The Industry Minister, Mr George
' Most of the poorer .countrles Fernandes held out the assurance
most threatened by the desert here today that the Government
creep are calling for a new inter. would announce the new industriai
national fund, such as the Inter- policy in the light of the mnew
Monetary "Fund. Most programmes drawn up by the
‘Western 'nations oppose the idea Janata Par'y within the next few
They feel the plan can be im. weeks.
plemented by existing UN, units
such as the Environment Erogram- Addressing a news  conference
the Food and. Agrieulture  here, Mr Fernandes announced that
Organization and the Development the new strategy for industrial de-
7 Programme. oL : | velopment would be discussed with
SPECIAL M ‘ the Industry Minister of different
.Monez should come through, exs Eldtes RbLSL foat-diy OB
a

isting channels, they feel with per- |begmn!ng SR KITOREGW,

a special consortium ' of The basic strategy for planning
donor natlons set up. as was done' gor industrial development, he said,
“in the case of the Sahel drnught should be at the micro level. Begin-
ning in this direction had already
been made while planning for the
creation of one million jobs, in

‘v

Express News Service

U.N. sources say that many of
d. These _ natlons are porin
on  gaining trade H Bihar,
concessions from the rich count- The discussions with the Chier
" ries, and fear that yet another. Ministers, Mr Fernandes said, would
“charity” might jeopardize these. cover the entire gamut of the
concessions. | economic policy, but the basic aim
The pre.conference economle Te woyld be to give a thrust in the
rort- also recommends a consort: new development programme to the
which- would. “have the ad- grmanl ang village level
vant'aze of spreading’ the burden: ynich gave employment to a large

number of people. According to

& new fun

;ggd it on one single source: of - ‘him, any discussion of strategy to
nds™= =
The “service unit* of such a industrial policy should be_related

to the .creation of employment
opportunities. Otherwise, it had no
meaning.

on
needs and actlvities and stay In.
It,m:ﬁh with all the approp:late U.N.
odies.

Noting both the  enthusiastic’ The Janata ~Government, Mr

Fernandes said, viewed at matters

:g?g&rt fg;‘oggg’;gfe:“::e:;:;a“‘;g relating to. industrial development
e :::t‘lm elr::plgrﬁflnt. g}om a different

1-Asla and to eradicate river blind- s - v00 prOviats goys
“ness in West ' Africa, the confer.’ &runent. “By the month of Octo-

ence secretariat, head, Mr Ralph| P¢% the Government should be
Townley sald: “There ‘has always. e

been mon available for good if‘f"“?,_ ?

projects, The problem. is coming Leivie
: up with a good project.” b 'fhﬂ

.‘W“" i) nstructions:

allottess
o wtd ‘thelr: dqiamnze

New industrial policy
next monjww (gr}landes

11
ready with a new resolution
Industrial policy”.

Replying to questions on the i
dustrial - development, Mr Ferna
des sald that the government m
envisaged a growth rate of 8
cent for 1877-78 as compared
last year's tigure of 10 per cent,
based his calculations on the e:
ing power situation and the ¢
pectation of a peaceful labour
tuation throughout the country.

In fact, he felt, the picture
labour unrest as painted in the n
a?lnal press was grossly exagger

When questioned on the relat!
roles of the public and private se
tors in the national economy, -1
Pernandes said thaat “both of the
are eéxpected to compete with o
another, But other things bei
equal, the public sector will

conitnned on p 5 col 4 '
No revival of

Coca-Cola

NEW DELHI, Sept 4 (Samacha
The Industries Minister, Mr Geon
Fernandes, today ruled out ti
question of giving licence to Coct
Cola even for a temporary period

“I am bhaving no second thoughts
he made it clear at h!.u news cor
ference here,

The new Indlan drink, 77
would come into the market In th
next few weeks, he sald. Bottle!
who had been bottling Ooca Cal
had sgreed to bottle the new drinl
In addition, the government woul
encourage sefting up of planta i
uncovered areas,

‘tating” 'mover .

‘urban. aquntiem *‘n: :

MHD‘DGOWSS&& slxndy % '_ In’ fact, 'th reseltlement.
“Tiad” diécussions  with ‘the  bank 0ffi- id glmdv eround . the Capite
’clals is- sendms dahlled ou(unu oi what ‘on/| the same’ P ATl

the projects.: = 1 though ‘the. execution irtes ¥
N3 : iner - has ‘eft . much - mgq “has’béen
.hmm% \;hat the-bam{ num— ‘and " falls ‘short of tha“ is taken to provids omolu-»
iy \ cpnveyed Aits approval in prins laid ‘down: for | such ﬁthm the settle
k t &ofgg 8 e of  credit ‘;n vices' profects, - g ‘mentsiy In " Nicaraguay, . Jemgled
¢ 1% fdging by’ ie pace.of |_/Tis underlsing 106 1530 give yne, {404 mf‘"&’,"}ﬁ?ﬁﬁ%&ﬁa
! as far, it may.take  some poor and: -ihe ' squatfers “in’ ""' s gﬂnem?mployﬁmriehi
Eumv before {he ‘bank commits ‘e crowded: ciles levelled olote m::. Place of . residence. “Eisewhere
{epecitic amount. ;The projetts haye hies  pruvided with -actess: sites for’ b:g industries . have

FM the subject, nf d!scunbnn since.
[Lm........q.‘.h.‘.. --sh.n- ..._.enu..u.s ,' e

drainage and -sewerage- fact=

m nnd electricity, Ahools.
o siihamtl

located, .

kv:q

=S

sl -.-31‘&. -
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| Break rough in
plpe]me tr

NEW DELHI. Sept. 4 (Sama-
:har)—India is on the threshold
»f achieving a breakthrough in
he vital sphere of pipeline trans-
yort in the next few years.

The total length of steel pipe-,
ines, now laid in the country or’
ire in the process of being laid

would come {o over 5,000 kilo-
netres. The total cost of these
dipelines, including all assets,
would be around Rs. 700 crorea
n today’'s terms, a sizéable inyest-
nent,

With pipeline transport assum-
ng great importance in the com-
ning decade, experts in the oil
ndustry as well as in the Plan-
ung Commission think that the
ime has come when India should
@t up a pipeline corporation to
oordingte  pipeline  activities,
'rom Iis design, construction and
wperation level up to mainten-
ince. 'This is considered very
mportant for. the security of
hese vital pipelines and also for
witting India on the pipeline map
f the world., With considerable
ndigenous expertise developed in
he country in all aspects of pipe-
ine construction and mainten-
mce, the experts feel that the
ime was now ripe to go forward
n setting up a Central body to
cordinate and direct all activi-
{es relaied with the expansicn
f pipeline transportation.

Modern pipelines were intro-
luced: in northeast India during
he Werld War I] to pump petrol
o the forces along the Burmah
order, around 1£50 submarine
ipelines were designed to feed
rude ofl and oil products to the
efineries in Bombay and the

iombay Ccgiplex from Butcher |

tand. Theee are still in use.

The discovery of crude oil in
imote and inaccessible areas of
ssam in the 50s led to the locai-
Ig of refineries away from oil-
#lds serviced by modern pipe-
nes, it was at the time that the
overnment of [ndia formed =

srinership with the Burmah Oil

» explore, produce and transport !

‘ude to the eastern refineries,
» be operated by the newly
irmigd Qil India Limited. The
158 kilometre pipelien connscis
e oilfields in Assam with the
auhati and Barauni refineries.

Indians, -experienced marine
igineers, were speclally recruited
i the construction of this cross-
untry pipeline traversing dense
opical forests, difficult Hima-
van terrgin and crossing 178
vers en route including the
ighty Brahmaputra, and the tur-

|| western ghats,

5 September 1977

sport

buleny Teesta and the Kosl, Thisf§ =

pipeling was recently expanded

to pump addijional crode to

Barauni, Bongaigaon and Gauhati |
| by laying a 212-km loop Jine. :

LIMITATIONS _
* The llmitations of the Assam |
and Bihar markets prompted the |
Indign OQil Corporation (IOC) for §
the construction of product pipe-
lines connecting Gauhati-Siliguri, 5o
Barauni-Haldiy and  Barauni- §
Kanpur. The discovery of crude p8El
oll and gas in Gujarut led to the JA10
laying of pipelines by the Oil and |
Natural Gas Commission (ONGC)
from Ankleshwar oilfields to K
Baroda.

Currently the IOC is engaged In
laying the biggest trunk pipeline ) I decate
in the country, which will be 1,400 '%’ o
'km long. One fork of the pipe- s
line will connect Salaya to Koyali
via Viramgam and the other will
be from Viramgam to Mathura,
Construction on the Salaya-
Viramgam-Koyali section is now
progressing and is expected to pe
commissioned by i{he middle of
1878. The 10C has called for ten-|"
ders for the Viramgam-Mathura
pipeline. The cost of the project
' will be of the order of Re. 250 |,
crores. B

The ONGC is currently inviting
tenders for its subsea pipeline
from Bombay High to Uran in
| Bombay, comprising one gas line
of 26-inch diameire and one crude
|line of 30-inch diametre. The
distance will be in the region of
260-km for each pipeline and ths |
cost of the 3p-inch line would be,
of the order of Rs. 55 lakhs per
km. With the further develop-
ment of Bombay High the ONGC
plans {o lay more subsea pipe-
lines in the area. '

A new field in which pipeline
transport is deyeloped is at the
Kundremukh Iron ore. Mines. At
Kudremukh, iron-ore pipelines are
being designed to pump iron ore
(mixed with water) to facilitate
iis movement, From a hcight of
2,500 feet above sea level in the
the ore will be
pumped upwards to 3,000 feet and
thereafter down to the port of
' Mangalore for Joading on to cargo
vessels for Iran.

Organisations controlling - pipe-
lines in Indla today are primari-
ly concerned witli exploration,
production or mining and are,
therefore, apt to relegate the
. development of the pipeline in-
dustry to a secondary position.
With the great importance of
pipelines now and the huge in-
vestments that it entails, experis
feel that the time has come to
reorganise the indusiry.

-
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icientists’ 'Coﬁcem

o The Editor, The Times of India

Sir,—We are writing to voice
ir - personal  concern and dis-
pointment  at the reported deci-
m to transfer about 28 consti-
ent laboratories, institutes and
search organisations of the\CSIR
other  ministries, departments,
dertakings and agencies. We
ve we are reflecting the genuine
slings of a majority of the scien-
ts in_ the country both within
d without the CSIR, when we
y that the way in which the re-
irted decision has been taken to
umantle the CSIR, sets a bal
ccedent and is not in the nalion-
interest, [
The decision has been arrived a
thout consulting the scientists 'in
¢ couatry, without evaluating
¢ performance of the CSIR n
neral and of the laboratories
oposed to be transferred in par-
u{:?. without  recognising that
e CSIR (as preseatly constitutad)
s many achievements to its cre-
i, without spelling out preciseiy
iat specific advantages will ac-
se by the proposed -transfer,
d without determining what "the
uses are for the lacunae n the
ssent functioning and perféti-
ce of the CSIR and how*bdst
:y <an be removed.
It would appear that no nole
s been taken of the fact thal
¢ accomplishments of research
ganisations in the country, like
¢ CSIR; that are outside the
rect and immediate coatrol vf a
mistry, have in  general, been
perior to those of ‘comparable
search organisations  controlled
rectly by a ministry—excepting,
course, where the ministry was
gated specially for the organisa-
m as in the case of atomic
ergy and space.
We believe that the well-esta-
ished fact that management of
entific  research  requires a
ferent type of structure than is
tained in the ministries, has been
1ored, This requirement was re-
atedly pointed out by Dr. Bha-
a, among othess. One of the
tues of the CSIR set-up has
en the recognition by it. in

/] -
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The assurance reported in the
newspapers in regard to safeguard-
ing the autonomy of the labora-
tories to be transferred, is vague,
unconvincing and unlikely to he
honoured in actual practice, nnt
for lack of political will, but be-
cause the crucial details will
left to bureaucrats. Moreover, the
numerous ~ functional advantages
of being a part of a large rescarch
organisation like the CSIR, with
very considerable infrast_ruc_tural
facilities, a progressive institutioral
culture built over the years, a de-
mocratic fuactioning and a liberal
outlook, have been overlooked.

We do not mean to imply that
the functioning of the laboratories
in the CSIR—taken individually
or collectively—cannot be improv-
ed, or that their relationship with
the development agencies of the
covernment cannot be strengthen-
ed, but only that if the objec-
tive of the decision-making autho-
rities was to effect such an im-
provement, one would have expec!-
ed them to consult the scientisis
of the CSIR (as was done bv
the Sarkar Committee) before ar-
riving at the decisjon.

We are also concermed at the
timing of the decision. We note
that _ Parliament is not n
session and that the matter cannot
be debated there. Nor has enough
time been given o the scientisis

and the public to express their
Views,

According to press reports, the
decision of the  government to

dismantle the CSIR will be put be-
fore a mesting of the Governing
Body of the (CSIR called for
September 21. However, the fram-
ing of the official announcement
seems to be such as to leave the
Governing Body no option but tc
put its seal of approval on th:
proposal. We feel that the Govern
ing Body is morally obliged
take note of the sense of disma
in the scientific community ove
the reported decision to dismanth
the CSIR, and we hope that it wil
ensure that the decision is recon
sidered and that the views of th-
scientists in the country in thic
regard are sought and taken due

note of.
DR. INDRADEV

DR. P. M. BHARGAVA

PROF. D. BALASUBRA-
MANIAN

PROF. V. R. PAI VERNEKER
PROF. K. 1., VASU
PROF. A. R. VASUDEVA

nciple, that scientific researc
esseatially ron-hierarchical. For |
ample, today, a working scientist
a CSIR laboratory can get' a
ther salary than the admiaistra-
e head — that is, the Director.
of the laboratory, in the same
wde. Such a situation would be
‘onceivable within the ministe-
I sei-up.

MURTHY
Hyderabnd._ August 31.

gt
CIDCO s new ;.
~
2.4 2
ho'idifie Soheme
By A Staft Reporter
The City and Industrial Deve-
lopment Corporation (CIDCO) with
the financial assistance of the
Housing and Urban Development
Corporation, has announced g

new housing scheme — book an
y
time and earn six per cent inter-

est — at eight places In N -
bay. places ew Bom.
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KATHMANDU, Scptember, 5. Y
E policy-makers inr Nepal are
gradually veering round to the

view that the answer to the king-
dom’s growing problems of po-
verly, unemployment and depend-
ence on foreign countries lies in
the wider use of local, labour-
intensive and intermediate tech-
nology. |

. A shift in this direction is already

evident in the greater encouragement |

being given in'the fields of education
and development to the learning and
use of such technology.

The shift in the polir:)g was highlight-
ed by the education minister, Mr. P. §
Rana, who said on Saturday that Nepal
could postpone the study of ‘theory-
oriented, high-level engincering for the
lime being. “The emphasis should be
on the training of personnel who could
help speed up development of the
backward areas,” he added.

Officials of various international or-
ganisations, including UNDP, the

'Nepal’s plicymgﬁrs S pin
on ' local” technology /

By MAVIN KURVE " (6

faith

: AL
~ He feli that in countries like Nepal,
the pace of development could be
stepped up by making use of the tra-
ditional technology,

A joint Nepal-World Bank report re«
cently estimated that local costs of con-
structing dnd maintaining aided pro-
jects accounted for 85 per cenl. of the
public savings mobilised annuzlly. This
left little room for the government
projects, Al )

Nepal is likely to take serious note
of the recent statement by the UNDP
chief, Dr. Manfred Kulessa, that
UNDP had to evolve a solution which
would enable the) recipient countrics
to conlinue lo operale aided projects
after UNDP's withdrawal.

KOIRALA BLAMED: The
Prome Minister, Dr. Tulsi Gin,
said on Friday that Mr. B. P, Koirala
had “m'sused” the special facility ex-
tended to him as on undertrial to go
abroad for medical treatement by *‘ap-
pearing in television shows and even
granting press interviews abroad."

He was inaugurating a conference on

World Bank and the aid-Nepal group.
experts of the planning commission and
study tezm of fanmers and foresters
which toured China recently have ex-
pressed themselves in favour of the
new thinking,

Meanwhile, a Nepalese economist,
Dr. B. N, Suwal, who has just return-
ed after a study of the role of rural
technology in India, Sri Lanka and
Ghana, said last week that each coun-
try should develop a technology ap-
propriate to it,

CHINA'S EXAMPLE .

He told Nepal's National Council of
Science and Technology that specific
problems would have to' be identified
and local technology developed. In
Ghana, the university in Kumasi had
become a medium for the uplift of the
| rural masses, he pointed out. :

Mr. Bhuvanesh Kumar, director-
general of Mepal's irrigation deparl-
ment, who had gone on an-extensive
month-long study tour of China, com-
mended the.manner in  which China
had reclaimed millions of hectares of
land and prevented soil erosion with
the use of simple implements,

momhumehopmwu.u the
cally wukesmli-mmfﬁi;‘;x wth.e o Dighes
11"5,1?;“ mtrggp- the higher

e highlight of the sche
that the interest of six permeeenlg
:elgoali::' patg on the earnest money
. th
m‘ éa:.ln by the applicant for
registration ¢

:cononucnlily weaker mn ag:.

; ncome group Rs. 1500
middle income groupp s,ooul :Elui
higher income group Rs. 5,000,

According to CIDCO authorities,

uptill now 5,000 appleatio
have been sid. pplication rml.

“youth and émployment” here.'Without
naming any country, Dr. Giri also con-
trasted the treatment being accorded 1o
the former Prime Minister. He said,
“King Birendra had allowed a person
who could even be setenced to death
to go to America for medical treat-
ment, whereas in some countries, which
claim to be miore free, the governments
are unwilling to issue passports even (o
former prime ministers. i )

He s:[:id: “If anyone in the United
States has -any illusions that special
facility afforded to Mr. Koirala on
medical ‘grounds is-part of a compro-
m'se or understanding ther” it miust
be made clear that such a day drum_
has no chance of ever malterialising.
' * He said under the leadership of King
Birendra and'the partyless p_anphnyat
system everyone had the right ta work
for national development. -Either by
election or by consensus anyone cculd
get clected to the panchayat and help
in nation-building directly. - © *°

Dr. Giri also made a reférefice to a
large nueber of “outsiders” employ
jn Nepal ' and’ to the apprentice-
ship scheme under which the policy
of their gradual replacement had been
initiated. This freedom was not there
when those very elements were 'in pows
er under the party system.
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CALCUTTA, September 6: The tiny
Amritberia village on the right bank
of the Rupnarayan river in Midna-
pore district has come on the archaco-
logical map of India with the dis-
covery of five uninscribed copper cast
coins dating back to the third cen-
wmry BC.

The coins, found by a young man
of the village -while digging his land,
have been handed over to the stale
directorate of archaeology.

In a recent survey of the village,
‘the state archaeology deparument re-
covered a few fragmentary elegant

vasses resembling a flower pot and

dish-on-stand besides sgme pieces of
black and red pottefy wares,—Sama-
dhar,

The Calcutta Statesman
10 September 1977

Left , Fron
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J ﬁ’ﬁ 3st dents

NEW Dﬁlg , Sep, 8 (Samachar).
The students of Jawharlal Nehru
University observed a token strike
today dmanding resignation of the
Chancellor, Mrs, Indira Gandhi the

Vive-chancellor Mr. B. D, Nag-
Chaudhari, the Registrar Mr, A.
B. Chandiramani the Coordinator

(Academic Affairs) Mr. P. N. Shar-
ma and the Security Officer Mr. S.
Darshan Singh, for their alleged
acts of-commission and omission

and highhandedness during the
emergency.
The JNU Students® Union Pre-

sident, Mr. Sitaram Yechury told
Samachar that university employeey
also suppored the stfike. The ad-
ministrative office and the library
remained closed during the day, he
added,

(Calcutta)

o

To.

About 650 students marched
from the Patel Chowk to south
block, shouting slogans in support
of their demand. A delegation met
Prime Minister Morarji Desai, and

submitted a memorandum. The de-

legation said that the students had
submitted a  detailed chargesheet
against the university officials to
the President, the Prime Minister
tre Home Minister and rhe Educa-
tion Minister three months ago.
But no action had been taken in
this direction. 1
Mr. Yechury said that Mr, Desai
told the delegation that he would
discuss the matter with the Educa-
tion Minicter, Dr. P, M. Chunder
after he returned from abroad on
September 17,

Discuss

| G 51"?.??5 rfx;‘gxﬁeg;% “

Mr Samar Guha, M.P., in a letter |
written to Mr R. K. Chhabra, secre-
tary, University Grants Commis-
sion, earlier this week sald that
the UGC should finalize its deci-
sion to set up a “full-fledged” uni-
| versity at Midnapore by Septem-
|ber 26, the birthday of Ishwar
| Chandra Vidyasagar.
| Justifying the claim for a uni-
versity. he said that Midnapore had
185 colleges with about
| students on the rolls. The North
| Bengal University had about 18.000
students with 38 colleges in five
districts afiliated to it. In the Uni.
versity of Burdwan, there were 62
colleges with about 45.000 students
from five distriets.

The proposed university, to be
named after Vidyasagar, would
provide higher education facilities
for the backward areas of the dis-
trict and adjoining reglons.
university could be made an “em-
ployment-oriented university with a
rural bias”, in keeping with the
spirit of the Janata Government.

Mr Guha said that the idea of
having a regional council for Mid-
napore under Calcutta University
would not be a “workable proposi-
tion®.

45,000 |

Farakka

By Our Special Repre’;enlat,léo
HE Left Front Committee will
discuss the Farakka issue on
Saturday. Accurdlr'.gl to reliahle
ources, the Front leaders want
io take a definite stand on the issue
before the meeting in Delhi be-
tween India and Bangladesh repre-
sentatives on September 20.
Originally, the Left Front Com-
mittee was to have discussed the
general political situation at Satur-
day’s meeting and prepare a pro-
gramme for a movement an varl
ous lssues, However, the Forward
Bloc leader, Mr Asok Ghosh, said
on Friday that his party would
ralse the Farakka issue since it had
asstgmcd great importance at pre-
sent.

The |

The West Bengai Congress presi-
dent, Mrs Purabi Mukherjee, said
on Friday that the Congress want-
ed to participate in any program-
me on the Farakka. issue. She :md
'she had contacted the Chief Min-
lister, Mr Jyoti Basu, and had urged
him to involve all political par‘ies
in a joint programme of action on
the issue.

She said the West Bengal Go-
vernment should

» 7

tive in equaglng all the State
Governments in the Eastern region
to participate in the
because if Calcutta port dried up.
not only West Bengal but the
whole of eastern India would ke
affected.

She sald she had told Mr Basu
that a joint deputation of all noh.
tical parties could be sent to Delhi
to meet the Prime Minister and
the Defence Minister. She also
sald that If the West Bengal Go-
vernment hesitated to take steps
on the matter, the Congress would
take the initiative on its owr

ssue Tpday-. "

2 Ly

take the fnitia-

Strike By . L.I.C.
Employees

By a Staff Reporter

Employees of the Life, Insur
ance Corporation observed “an
hour’s walk-out strike” starting at
11 a.m. on Friday. A statement by
five unions of the corporation
sald. The agitatlon was in support
of the derganddior 15% bonus as
was agreed and scrapping of the
LIC (Modification of Settlemen
Act 1976. &

programme
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Rs. 40 crores for drlnkmg
water supply this year

PATNA. Sept. 8 (Samachar),
The Union Government will epend
Rs. 40 crores during the current
financial year on the drinking wa-
ter supply scheme for “problem
villages"in the country, according
to the Union Minister for Housing,
Mr, Blkandar Bakht.

Problem villages, Mr, Eakht told
newsmen ywterdsg. had been de-
fined as villages having no source
of drinking water supply within
s radius of one 'mile and also
villages which had saline  water,
The scheme for potable water sup-

ly to rural areas would have to

worked out’ by the State Gov-
ernments, he - sald. s
Mr. Bakht said. it would take 20
to solve the staggering hous-
E;ﬂ blem of the country if 40
lakh units were added annually.
India's population was increasing
by 15 crores every year. At this
rate, 30 lakh new house.s would be
needed annually. present
backlog of daht-hkh bouses had
also to be covered,

Heavy rig to explore

water

The Minister also sald that as
the Government by itself could not
undertake the construction of
houses on this blg scale it would
be necessary to - mssociate other
agencies for bullding residential
houses. The Government would
provide house sites in rural areas
as well as in the periphery of the
urban areas, he added.

NEW DELHI: The Central
Ground Water Board proposes (o
deploy a heavy rig to explore
deeper strata in the castal regions
of Tamil Nadu in search of water.
The rig can explore up to a depth
of 600 metres. Earlier explorations
in this region up to & depth of
300 metres proved futile, The qua-
lity of water was very poor, accord-
ing to official sources.

This is part of the CGWE drive
to locate water resources in the

areas of Tamil Nadu ' perennially
hit by scarcit conditions, The
cmt.l‘l belt o Ramanathapuram

in TN

b

district -1s covered by the explora
tion programme,

The board has recently con-
structed & flowing well with a free
flow 6f 35,000 galions per hour at
Devandathgvu. about 18 km from
the coast in the Tiruvadani taluk
of the chronically drought-alfect-
ed region. So far three such flow-
ing wells have been ylelding good
quality water In the Devakottai
and Kannsnudl blocks situated In
the lower reaches of Manimuthar
and Pambar river basin.

Three _ observation , wells have:
also been constructed in the vici-
nity of the flowing * .wells for
long-term monitoring. All these
six wells are being used for irri-
gation.

In view of the encouraging re-
sults, the board is planning fur-
ther programme in the area to
determine the feasibliity of sink-
mg more such wells and help the

State Government in the formula-
tion of area mwlopumz schemes,

Express News Service

NEW DELHI, Sept 8.

The Central Ground ;r;:m ::artg
roposes - to deploy a vy
Pﬁpxom deeper strata in the coastal
regions of Tamil Nadu in search
of water. The rig can exlore upto
a depth of 600 metres, Earlier ex-
plorations in this region upto a
depth of 300 metres have proved

futile. The quallty of water was
very poor, according to official
sources.

This is part of the CGWEB drive
to locate water resources in the
areas of Tamil Nadu, perennially
hit by scarcity conditions, The
coastal belt of . Ramanathapuram

district is covercd by the explora-
tion programme

" 194+ has recently comstruct-
ed a flowing well with a free flow
of 85,000 gallons per hour at Dev-
andathavu, about 19 kms from the
coast in the mvmht tr::tl:: ol
the chromically drought a re-
gion, So far three such flowing
wells have been  ylelding good
quality water in the Devakotiia
and Kannanudi blocks situated in
the Jower reaches of Manimuthar
and Pambar river basin.

Three observailon wells have also
been constructed in the wvicinity of
the flowing wells for long term
mointoring. All these slx wells are
being used for irrigation.

nuvkw:ﬂiheommmtdnx:nmnu
board is planning a further

p gramme in the area to determine
the Tfeasibility of sinking more
such wells and to help the State
Government in formulation of area
development schemes. i
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Steps to halt

‘deserts * 5 !
‘expansion’

L

‘outlined

.NAIROBI Sept. 8 (AFP). — Immes
diate steps. must be taken to stop
the. advance of the 'desert without
walting for further research, the
Plenary Committee of the Untted

atlons Conference on Desertifica-
‘tlon proposed here yesterday.

'-The Committee's findings are to be

put to the full membly of the Con-
Jerence today.
« Jts report suggests that tnm
‘wrere gaps in present-day sclentifia
end technlcal knowledge on desertl-
«fieation and, {n particular, the need
to bulld up “indlgencus and auto-
nomous seclence and technologleal
capacity in the areas concerned.™

However, the oplnlon of sclentista
+Wwas that man “already posesses ade-
quate knowledge and professional
Ekill" to face up to the problem.

‘Among future research work, the
‘Committee called for detailed maps
of desert areas to make it possible
to plot the extent of the desert’s
movement.

Meanwhile, the bmlc document of
:thé conference, a 'plan of actlon to!
{ combat desertification,” was approve
‘ed by the Committes with a number
‘of amendments. In particular, "
dropped a suggestion for a new UN
«@gency to assure continulty in the

ork now begun with the Conference

ere.
, Numerous delegations, especlally
thm from the Industrialised na-
‘tions, were against any further

f.‘-f‘

(Panaji,

The Navhind Times

Goa)
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Thought for today

Happy is the nation without a history.
— Cesare Bonesanadi Beccaria

Water of dispute

The Janata Government,
while continuing generally
the foreign policy of the pre-
vious regime, is anxious to
establish better relations with
India’s Asian neighbours.
And yet it would appear that
efforts to improve ties with
some countries are not bear-
ing much fruit. The issue of
sharing of Ganga waters is
definitely a stumbling block
to cordial relations between
New Delhi and Dacca. Though
it was announced, during Mr.
Jagjivan Ram’s last visit to
Bangladesh, ‘that a tentative
agreement has been arrived at
which would lead to a per-
manent solution, nothing

_mr.h {n the UN family of agencies.

concrete seems to have been
achieved. Last month- the
Defence Minister told Parlia-
ment that any agreement on
the Farakka issue with Ban-
gladesh would be a package
deal covering both short-term
and long-term measures to
augment the water supply of
the Ganga; he also asserted
that both the countries had
to share the shortage of water

Addressing =&

during the lean period of
.about six to eight weeks. Mr.
Ram also said that “friend-
ship between the two coun-
tries is more important than
a few cusecs of water on this
side or that.” 1

No one will deny that this
is the right approach; how-
ever if these “few cusecs”
mean the life or death of the
Calcutta port, then there will
be serious misgivings about
New Delhi’s approach to the
problem. While ' everything
possible must be done to en-
sure that Bangladesh does not
suffer during the lean period,
nothing should (be done to
damage the Calcutta port.
And the recent statements,,
doubts, etc. expressed by
some Bangladesh leaders have
added to the anxiety of
people in West Bengal. This
is a delicate problem; but a
country’s  foreign  policy
should be governed first by
its self-interest. The Janata
Jeaders could not be unaware
of this cardinal principle.

mming of the
Indian Merchants' 'Chamber, he

l

said the production of gas from
the Bombay High would be enough
meet the entire requirements of
h Gujarat and Mahsrumu in
1980,
M. Patel appealed to the citizens
Bombay to donate generously to
the Gujarat relief fund for re-
hlbllitauon of flood ‘vietims,

Propert, worth Hs.. 36  crores
| were ?iea;aged in the recent floods
in Gujarat. About 12,000 houses
in Mehsana, Sabarkantha, Banas-
kantha and other d]st.ricta were
distroy

gas

lly'\—-

Enoug%

Bombay

¢

% Y L

frm;a
High by ’81

BOMBAY, Sept. 8.—About 10| “The Emt,e Gonmmanj; was mak-
million cublc metres of gas Willling all efforts to rehibilitate over
be daily’ available ‘from the Bom- 60,000 families directly affected by
bay High by the end of 1980 Wher the floods, he added.
the laying of pipeline connectini Mr. P, C. Jeain, President of the
the wells in the oilfield to - the ghgmber, welcomed the  Chiel!|
imain hinterland s completed. said -yinister and Mr. V., B. Haribhakti,
Mr. Babubhal Patel, Chief Minis= yice-President, proposed a \'oh of
ter of Gujarat, Mre today. thanks,

The Financial Express (Delhi) 9 September 1977
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FRE |8 a growing realisation
in the country that the use of
organic ,manures is not recelving
the due- importance and that
‘theré has been an excessive em-
phasis on use of chemical fertl-
lsers. ., According to experts, ex-
“¢lusive reliance on chemical fer-
s tilisers’’ resuita In o loss of yleld
over & period of time. In several
cases 1lhe. high-ylelding varieties
. are “blamed for the declining
trends  {n ' productivity and the
varisties are sought to be replaced
by newer .ones.
In troplcal parts of the world,

titles of organic manure, preferab-
ly with “calcjum phosphate, be-
cause “the high temperature there
.makes the organic matter and
. humus ' -disappear much faster.
Soll testds’ I West Bengal have
shown .that' tropical climate and
humidity -lead to a rapid decom-
position snd loss of organic mat-
ter in"the ‘soll. This results in
& sharp wdecline in ylelds per
hectare -lo- spite of larger invest-
ment on the -use of Inputs,

Certaln testsa In western Nige-
ria have shown that the flelds
which received ounly chemical fer-
tilisers lost about 75 per cent of
their . original organlc matter
after 10 “years oféropping whereas
the fields  receiving a combina-
tion of .organic manure and che-
mical fertilisers lost only 50 per
cent of ' the organic matter after
19 years .of cropping.

It has -been established through
a serles of experiments under
different .agro-climatic econditions
that a. combined application of
organic manuye and chemdical fer-
tiliser would result In significant-
ly higher leyels of production and
maintain better soll productivity
than that obtained by applylng
either , aqnly organlc manures or
only chemical fertilisers.

Organle - wastes are regularly
recycled for being used as plant

it is necessary to add large quan-

‘post;

On "._'the farm front

and water. Tn ahout 85 per cent

of the total  cultivated

L] -'x

Focus on organic manures

Raj Krishna
compost was made avallable ss fodder cowpea, crop  raised hete
aren in Against an estimated potentlal or ween rmhi and kharlf  cereals,
about 15 million tonnes In a year. thus.- could yleld 30-35 kgms of

Ching, organic manure ls used for
fertilising the s0ll. The argu-
ment for stepping up considerably
the use of organlc manure has
much welght in Indis because it
is situated In the tropleal cli-
mate and has vast resources of
organic manure which are belng
wasted for want of s planned and
methodical use system.

According to  an  expert estl-
mate, the total quantity of orga-
nic mnatter that 18 wasted aevery
year can yleld about six million
tonnes of plant nutrients consist-
ting of 2.7 mlllion tonnes of
nitrogen, 1.8 mjllion tonnes of
phosphates and 1,8 milllon tonnes
of potash. In India, the maln
elements of A comprehensive pro-
gramme for the development of
manurial resources are the pro-
duction of rural and urban coni-
green manuring; sewage|
sullage utilisation; settlng up of
mechanical compost plants; and
setting up of gobar gas piants.

The progress in regard to all
these schemes, however, has been
painfully slow ‘and much. that.
coutld be done remains undone,

In regard to the production of
rural compost, India, because of
its large cattle population, has a

distinet advantage over China.
Whereas India has the largest
cattle population In the world,

Ohina’s caltle population was de-
cimated during the period of the
civll war there. India ls, how-
ever, not taking full advantage
of Its enormous cattle wealth,
India’s production of rural come
post, estimated at 195 mlilllon
tonnes during 1976-77, s less
than even one-third of its poten-
tial of about 660 milllon tonnes
in & year.. Most of the cattle-
dung is still used as fuel: Even
half the quantity of cattle-dung
which s 'used as fuel can ylela’
more than two milllon tonnes of

A national seminar on problems
of environmental.pollution in India
and in Bombay particular will be
held in Bombay beginning Sep-
tember 30.

The seminar is organised by the
Indian section of the Instrument
Bociety of America. - °

About 200 delegates from various

countries are likely to paruclpate'
instrumen

An exhibition of
tion and professional elm:tronicn
has been organised duripng the
seminar which will be inaugursted
by Union Minister for Steel and
Mines Biju Patnalk,

Sunday Standard (Bombay)

nutrients even In countries which nitrogen,
are situated in the temperate The work relating to urban
climate’ fegion, have solls which eomposting s currently In  pru-
are quite .rich In the organlc gress In 3,200 urban centres of
matter  and possess clay materials the country. During  1976-77,
which _'ptu,eru plant nutrients about 5.2 million tonnes of urban
Lowadi s
mm ar on nfral Qni
T s,\bl 77 ¢
[ 3
poﬂgﬂou o' to preéent View
r} Fra~
1 Staff Reporter

on Fga 154

CALCUTTA, Sept. 10 — The West
Bengal Cabinet today
send an all-party
Delhl for presenting the State's view
point on sharing of the Farakka
waters. The delegation will include
members of all the parties In the
Assembly.

At the Cabinet meeting, the Fara-
kka was the main subject of dis-
cussion. It felt 40,000 cusecs of
water was the minimum required to
keep Calcutta port allve.

wage
gation waler as well =
nutrients and organic matter are
in operation In about 220 citles|
towns
sewagé/sullage 15 being used
an area of about
only.
nlcal composting In the clities has.
Just been started with Ahmeda-
bad and is yet to make any slg-
nificant !mpact In-terms of lcre-
age benefited,

established so far Is about
of the target of one lakh plants
for the Fifth Plan period. ' But
the credit for this

These nuirlents are much cheaper
than the chemlcal fertilisers. The
sclentists in the Indian Agricul-
tural
had prepared a rhizoblal map of
Indla on the basls of a country-
wide survey of rhizobial bacteris
which fixed
nitrogen In sassociation with the
rools of the pulse crops.

Inclusion -
Pulse
fimount of nitrogen ‘to the
which would be beneficlal for the
next orop.

|

11 C et nmle s

Financial Express
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Green manure can also be used

As a source of nitrogen for the
crop. The crops generally used
for the purpose of green manur-
ing are cowpea, horsegram, lentil,
pillipesara,
ter beans, sunhemp and dhalncha.
On & rough reckoning, one hec-
tare of. the green
glves aboul 40-60 kg of nitrogen.
The
manures ls, however,
yet,
been used over only six milllon
hectares of land.

berseem, senjl, clus-

manure orop

of using . green
not ' popular
1876-77 1t had

practice

and during

The schemes for utilising se-
sullage which provide irri-,
plant’

250 MGD of
in
2400 hectares
The * schemes for mecha-

and about

The number of gobar gas plnut.h
hailt

achlevement

Research Institute (IARY)

the atmospherlo

It has been estlblished that the
of a short-duration
crop added considerably
soll

A short duration

"nu *“"\ L\Ld SJ’Q

Concen:q

shaking CSI

NEW DELHI, Sept. 10.

The National Academy of  Scl-
ences at Allahabad has expressed

declded to concern at the decision of the Gov-
delegetion to ernment to detach various labora-

tories of the CSIR and attach them
to various ministries and reorganise
CSIR and the Department of
Sclence and Technology,
The Sunday Standard
(Bombay)

11 September 1977

(Bombay)

not
bacterial
small-scale units producing
fertilisers have closed down

terial fertilisers and
small-scale units
country may cost the Government
ouly a few crores of rupees, but
it would bring returns
of increasec
would be
incurred.
create some additional
ment opportunities in the
Areas,

nitrogen per hectare,

The sclentists In Brazil have |

discovered another bacterial specis
called

which

nitrogen
malze plant and other
The
1solited 15 Indian stralns of spir-
rilum from
mplze and sorghum which
been found to be eMclent in the
fixation of
thus holds the promise of be-
coming a bacterial
some of Lhe cereal crops in India, .

lipoferum®
atmospherio

with
grasses.
at IARI have also

“Spirrilum
fixed the
in  assoclation

Bclentists
the

roots of rice,

bhave
nitrogen. Spirrilum,
feriiliser for

Another Important discovery In

‘the fleld or organic manures has
been the development of blo-fer-
tillser in the form of algae cul-
tures, which also fix the atmos-.
pheric nitrogen.
have been found to be partlcularly .
promising in the case
crop.
Nadu show that algae application
could give benefits that are egui-
valent to that of applylng 20-30
kgm of nitrogen per hectare,

Blize-green algas

of rice

The fleld trials in Tamil

Unfortunately, however, there is
much demand yet for the
fertilisers, , and several
these
and

goes primarily to the dedicated the surviving units are also utie
work of the Khadl and Village llsing only a very small propor-
Industries Commission (KVIC). tion of their ' capacity. The
Several alternative formulationa poor demand for the bacterial,
of fixing nltrogen in the soil fertillsers Is attributabls mainly
from bacterlal and biological to the lignorance of the farmers
sources have been discovered. In regard” to its usefulness and

lack of proper Interest and efforts
on the part of the
for promoting and
ita use,

Government
popularising

A scheme for popularising bac-
setting up

all over the

in terms .
production which
several times the cost
And this would also
employ-
rural

In a resolution released here to
day, the Academy said that whil
the Government had the right t
make decisions on the . organisa
tion and structure of the govern
mental agencies, it should encourag
discussion :g' the oclenﬁﬂnreom
munity on parameters of res
tructuring before takine decisiont

The Academy pointed out tha
over the last 30 years, India ha
develped to the etage of th
seventh or eighth nation in term
of technological advancement an
industrial ability and the third &
terma of sclentilic manpower,

Most of these developments wer
due largely to investments in scl

ence and the sclentific organisa
tions that the Government of In

dia had created. — Samachar. '
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%ﬁ Funds To

(A C‘ﬁ;ﬁﬁrw@v\
Be Reviewed

t Sepf 1$72p)
Every Year

From Our Special Representative
NEW DELHI, Sept. 10.—The Planning Commis-
sion decided today that a five-year Perspective Plan
would be “framed” every year, taking into account
fluctuations in savings from agricultural production
and other “unforeseen’ economic changes, hoth domes-
tic and international. Agricultural production accounts

for about half the national income. .
He said investment should 1

NEW' DELHI, September 10.
7THE rolling plan concept — ‘first . introduced. in, the

|

. Defence

in the wake of the Chhleeeaﬁ:
sion in 1962 — was today extended to Five-Year

in future at a-full g of the Planning. Commis-
sion. M e U F st
‘ " rolling ans had . not
S e gl e | R P RS 2SR
D i wmb. ,]dm ' cultural output and hai
e et o B R be | oved fo be vulnerable to changes
reviewed and extended year by EW hagfbdy
This, according. to an g&s no%:::s.l’ - . g
press release, 3 P! 5
to be made in- the Plan . ac. | shortly” ~ underta consulta
gﬂfﬁg to the changing conditions | With the State ts to

which ends in 1979, will now.
terminated & year earlier in March
1978. Next year will also be the
first year of the new rolling plan,
The Commission's meeting was
today presided over by Prime Mini-
ster Morarji Desal, Defence Mini-
ster Jaglivan Ram, Home Minister
Charan £ Finance Minister H.
M. Patel and Deputy Chalrman of
the Planning Commission - D. T.
Lakdawala were present. .

By adopting the rolling plan
concept, the controversy about the
functions of the Planning Commis-,
slon, which were to be
curtailed, was slde-stepped.

The, Cabinet Secretariat had pro-;
posed -that the ommission  be

its formu-
projecta

| mental nature or

ceptance of the new change
planning objectives, the econseq
shift in investment priorities
the new "Planning strategy.

* Presldi over the second
mal moeggg of the Planning Come
mission  the Prime Minister
phasised the need for = comprehen

-

slve .Planning and control of anh
outlays by State and Gov-
ernments, whether of a develop-

. He sald future Investment plans
should be  based realistic
(oo <t 9 D
economy, an &

1a should be judged not
?é‘:qﬁm& the _size of the Plan
as measured in money bu:r fil;:

results’ achieved by w
crea.mdu employment income
eration,

l?ir. Desal added that Plan out-
l 1lays should not be enlarged at the
/lcost of maintenance existing

assets and improvement in the qua- |
‘| ity of services.

A
. The Commission noted that to
achleve the alms of higher em-

nt ‘and -alleviation of poverty
a substantlal shift in the alloca-
tion of resources from other sec~
tors to agriculture, irrigation
small industry was called for.

| ment outlays,

The reallocation of funds will
begin next year under a “rollin

| plan” system to give more to agri-

culture, irrigation and small in-

dustries. The Fifth Plan will end

a year earlier, in March 1978.
The Commission’s réle in serutl-

. nizing Plan expenditure every vear

appears to have been made stron-
ger than before. contrary to re-
ports that it would be curtailed.

(The Cabinet secretariat had pro-

posed that the Planning Commis-

sion be stripped of its powers to
formulate annual Plans and its
projects, appraisal division be de-
tached. The commission had oppos-
ed any dilution of its functions.)

The Commission is expected to
start consultations with State Go-

vernments soon to ensure proper

understanding - and acceptance of
the new planning procedures and
the proposed shift in investment
priorities,

The Prime Minister, who presl-
ded over the second formal meet-
ing of the Commission here today,
emphasized comprehensive plan.
ning and control over all Govern-
whether develop-
mental or otherwise.

and

based on realistic assessment
the savings and the effectivene
of planning should be judged ni
by the size of the Plan, but t
the increase in employment an
income it would generate. N
Desal also warned against Pla
outlays being enlarged at the co
of maintenance of the existin
assets and improvement in ti
quality of services.

The Commission noted ' th
higher employment and reductic
of poverty required a substanti
shift in the allocation of resoureci
from other sectors to agricultur
irrigation and small industries.
would also be necessary to provic
for stocks of certain essential cor
modities for price stability.

Samachar adds: Earlier Pla
had not adeguately provided It
fluctuations in agricultural outm
and proved vulnerable 1|
changes in domestic and intern
tional economles.

The Defence Minister, Mr Ja
jivan Ram, the Home Minister, N
Charan Singh, the Finance Minl
ter Mr H. M. Patel. and the D
puty Chairman of the Plannin
Commission, Dr D. T. Lakdawal
attended the meeting.

The Sunday Statesman (Calcutta)
11 September 1977
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with 5-year
perspective
proposed

NEW DELHI, Sept. 10.
N[ARKING a major dep-
arture from the past,
the full meeting of the
Planning Commission, un-
der the chairmanship of
the Prime Minister, Mr.
Morarji Desai, today de-
cided to have rolling pla.ns

for development.

Under the new concept, every
year there will be an annual ope-
rational plan with & fresh five-year
perspective.

In other words there will no more
be a rigid five-year framework. But
every year, there will be a plan for
the next five years, )

This new system of planning is
intended to enable adjustments to
be made in the plans according to
the changing conditions.

Next year (1978-79), which was
“earlier supposed to be the final vear

.. 0f the Fifth five-year Plan, will b2

the first of the new rolling plan
system,

Thus, the Fifth Plan will end one
year in advance.

In this context, it was noted that
past plans. had not adequately pro-
vided for inevitable flyctuations in
agricultural output and had proved
to be vulnerable to changes in do-
mestic and International economies,

The Planning Commission will
shortly  undertake consultations
with the State Governments to en-
sure wide understanding of the new
planning system and acceptance of
the new planning objectives and the

consequent shift in investment and
development strategies,

Ingidentally, today's decision sets
at rest the controversy over the role
of the Planning Commission in an-
nua! plan formulation. With a roll-
ing plan coming every year with \a

fresh  five-year perspective, the
Commission will be constantly in-
volved in thelr preparation and

assessment.

The Commission noted that to
achleve the alms of higher employ-
ment and alleviation of poverty, a
substantial shift in allocation of
resources from other sectors to agri-
culture, frrigation and small mdua
tries was called for,

. It would also be npecessary to
provide resources for buildine up
stocks cerfain essential commodi-

Also, the new priorities of plan- ti®s to maintain price stability.

ning put forth by the Janata Party
will be reflected in the next year's
plan jtself,

The new system of planning,
which is already In vogue in cer-
tain countries like Poland, will in-
volve more sophisticated planning
technlques.” Today's meeting, n
fact, considered the need for inno-
vations in planning technigues to
;nsure rreater flexibility and real-

m.

In fact, in view of the need for
immediate revision of inter-sectoral
priorities, the Commission decided
that the annual plan- for 1978-79
should be part of a new medium-
terrn investment plan,

Fresiding over meeting, which was

the second formal meeting of the
Commission, Mr., Desai emphasised

e need for comprehensive plan-
riing control of all outlays by the
Government, whether of a develop-
ment nature or otherwise.

He sald future investment plans
should be based on a realistic as-
sessment of the savings in the eco-
nomy. The eflectiveness of planning,
he added, should be judged not in
terms of the size of the plan in
money terms, but from the resulls
achieved by way of increased em-
ployment and income-generation.

The Prime Minister also stressed
that plan outlays should not be
enlarged at the cost of maintenance
of existing assets and improvement
in the quality of services,

At the Commission's
which was presided over
Prime Minlster, the Defence
ter, Mr. Jagjivan Ram, the . Home
Minister, Mr. Charan Singh, the
Finance Minister, Mr. H. M. Patel
and the Deputy Chalrman of the

Dr. D. T.

meeting,
by the
Minis-

Flanning Commission,
Lakdawala, were present.



Stemming
the sprgac‘l

ol deserts

TN 1969 the winds blew more

than sixty million tonnes
of the Sahara desertinto the
Atlantic Ocean. Not all of
| this sand and soll could havz
supported livestock or cult:-
vation. But some of it could.

The scientist who made this es-
timate noted that much of this
dust came from the area border-
ing the Sahara. This included the
Sahel, & name only too familiar
because of recent misfortunes. The
loss of topsoil and some of its
components is repeated, more or
less, every year. This is one of
the processes of desertification or
the spread of the desert.

What exactly s thls process
which has been with - us for so
jong but whose imminence only
now looms large in our ponscious-
ness? In certain regions of the
earth areas of land with sparse
vegetation and very low productivity
assoclated with aridity are spread-
ing. When the degradation is per-
sistent and 'possibly Irreversible,
we have what scientists call deser-
tification.

This is now a matter for glo-
bal concern for it diminishes the
area of land available to support
an ever-increasing world popula-
tion. In 1977 food for more than
4 billion inhabitants is required;
by the end of this century food

for at least 6 billion will be need-,

ed,

Why are there deserte In cer-
' taln areas of the globe? Is climate
the main factor? Are
changes responsible? If there are
in fact climatic changes, are they
man-made?

To pose these questions I1s to
emphasise the role of the meteo-
| rologist and climatologist in find-
ing answers to them, We must
turn to the expertise of these two
sclentific disciplines for answers.
We must do this not only to un-
derstand  fully what is happen-
ing'but also to have the datan
which will enable other sclentlsta
and technologists to work out et-
fective, concerted efforts to cope
with the problem. 4

Assistance

The weather phenomenon which
wreaks the most havoc on [food
production is drought, to which we
are no strangers in this country.
Its arrival in a semi-arid zone after
a serles of good years with
favourable rainfall frequently has

| aire consequences, In developing
. countries where vaccination of
herds allows them to multiply, ana
where marginal lands have been
cultivated, the results of drought
can be truly disastrous.

Much thought has been given
in recent years to the possibility
of dealing with drought and de-
sertification by means of artifi-
clal weather modification., How-
ever, existing sclentific knowledge
and technology so far offer little
encouragement, !

Arid lands are characterised by
the absence of clouds which might
respond to seeding. The World Me-
teorological Organisation (W.M.O.;
15 currently planning an experi-
ment -in a moister area to estab-
lish the feasibillty of significantly
Increasing rainfall amonnts under
specified conditions. Results are
nol expected for several years.

The Sunday Standard
(Calcutta)
11 September 1977

climatie,

The disastrous five-year drough't in the 'Saheiian

region of West Africa took a heavy toll of life —

~human and livestock. In a desperate attempt to
reach the scart foliage of the higher branches,

this goat died trapped in a tree. ~ .

But much cuu we uwuc w guu=
cate graziers and agriculturists and

to change the Imprudent use of

land end technology which have
contributed to desertification, To
do this, 'we need far more factual
Information than we now possess
on weather and climate In areas
affected by desertification, We re-
quire & statlstical analysis of rain-
fall Incidence for the drler reglons
of the earth In order that ob-
Jective advice can be given on the
probability of adverse conditions.

In the United Nations family of
organisations, the W.M.O. is more
directly concerned with the clima-
tological aspects of the desertifica=
tion process. The organisation’s ac-
tivitles Include the study of wea-
ther hazards, short-term and long-
term forecasting, climatic predie-
tion, weather modification and ap-
plication of meteorological data of
all kinds, It provides technical as-
sistance to developing countries.

The W.M.O. i3 also planning
studies and activities directed to-
ward a deeper understanding of
drought, 'Bilateral ald programmes
will flnance this work. It will In-
clude a rapld assessment of water
resources for water supply to set-
tlements, the establishment of ba-
slec date . archiving and & data
bank, study of climatic changes
and the use of radar for estimat-
ing rainfall distribution In a given
area. s

The drought that tragically af-
fected the countries of the Sanel
in recent years has focussed gov-
ernment and public attention on
the problem of desertification, Con-
sequently the United Natlons con-
vened a world conference in Nai-
robl from Angust 29 to September
9, 1977, to discuss and coordainate
the measures required “to stem the
spread of deserts.”

The conference had at its als-
posal reviews and case studles on
desertification prepared by the
agencies concerned and based upon
all  avallable knowledge on this
subject. The conference was ex-
pected to make poeitive advances
through the adoption of a plan of
that would be scientifically and po-
politically possible.

It is largely man's Intemperance
in dealing with fraglle ecosystems
in the past which has helped the
spread of deserts, It is likely ‘_qhnt
“to roll back the deserte” an 'In-
tegrated approach, based on whole
ecological systems, will be  recom-
mended. wct

Ths authorities In the countries
most concerned can now draw on
the expertise of the international
community to anticipate or cope
with some of their desértification
problems. It 1s Important that at
all times they should have access
to realistic appraisals of drought
incidence, and of prolonged adverse
or favourable weather.

During its more than one hund- .

red years of existence, the W.M.O,
and its predecessor, the Interna-
tional Meteorological Office, ac-
cumulated an. immense body of
knowledge and -exprience concern-
ing weather and climate affecting
all regions of the earth, Including
arld and semi-arld areas, Accord-
ingly, there is now a greater aware-
ness of the baslc meteorological
and hydrological aspecis of fraglle
ecosystems which are particularly
susceptible to strees,

Greater application of meterolo-
gical ahd hydrological knowledge
will permit them to make more
rational use of their ecosystems In
order to obtain the maximum uss
of thelr lana without triggering
the desertification procees.

The World Meteorological Orga=
nisation has long experience of in=
ternational cooperation in its fleld.
This will assist the conference to
establish a clearer picture of the
problem of desertification and work
out a strategy for coping with-it
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In. the pre-Sahara region of Tunisia, the F.A.0. is
helping to stop the advance of the desert from the
south. The picture shows a man-made palm fence
almost covered by shifting sand, When this is' com-
pletely submerged, a further fence or sand-break.
will be put on top, thus crealing an artificial sand
dune which will protect roads and small vxllages.

2

A camel used as a draught animal on the Hanmnangarh Erperimetltal l‘-‘arm 1k
in Rajasthan. The weighted plank levels the ground. A team of F.A.O. ex-
perts is carrying out detailed surveys, experiments and demonstrations for -

optlmum soil and water use there.

£ .\ .
r
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ction plan to

al

march of deserts

e " NATROBI, Bept. 10,
Unjui lttlou conference on
dosertification concluded here yester-
day after; sdopting. an Integrated
I’Iuofutbl to halt the march of
man-made deserts b, the turn of

centuryy .
After & thon sesaion preaided
ever by Dr. Jullus Kiano, Kenya's

Minlater for Water Development, the
confersnce also adopted Dby vote &
proposs]l for the establishment of a
jolnt consultative "“ﬁ to generate
t-om for, impleménting ths plan,

The plan represnets the frst seri-
ous attempt of the world community
to amallorate. conditions of the
Ruman and livestock Ation eof
drid monés and to develop measurss
%o lmprove land productivity.

;I8 spells out -both short-term and
féng-term: moasures to be taken at
Baitlena), reglonal abd -international
levels 1o wrrest ihe dessrtification
procéss which affects 30 par cent of
nl.u globe and over 700 million peo-
8. * :

"ln%nmdnmm of the confer-
ence now be remitted to the UN
General Assembly for approval,

 Addresalng ' the closing stsalon,
eonference’ chalrmin ' Kiano sald,
“Teste of the pudding ls In eating.
What we have approved and sdopt-
ed téday must stand up to the uest
of mplcmt_n_htwn, Lat us resolve ob

behalf of the millions of people we
here represent that our plan of
action will be & plang for continu-
ous implementation.™

Becretary-GOeneral of ths confer-
ence Mostafa K. Tolba also empha-
sised the sspect of implementation,

Hp was sure the ' conference had
helped reformulate “what will De-
come & world plan for sction m
combst desertification and make it
truly resllstic and reallsabls™ on be-
half of the United Nations environ-
minl programme which he heads.

He pledged to. joln hands with sls-
tor organisationa in United Natlons
system to serve the plan of esction.

Barller, Chalrman of Committes
M. 8. Svaminathan sald for success-
ful implementation of the plan
major Ingredient was necessary —
appropriate technology, Décessary re-
source backup and public pollcies
which would generate social and
administiative (nfrastructure eaen-
tial for tranalsting plans into fald
acoomplishment.

While there was  general agres-
ment during the 12-day confersnce
about urgency of the problem and
nesd to tackle the desertificstion
proctas effectively, the oconference
encountersd rough weather when the
quastion of funding the plan af
action came up.

Major dondor countyies were dreg-

ging thelr uu~ﬂu£‘ s propossl for
the mtablishmeni .'ef a jolnt econ-
sultative group n genefata resour-
ces was taken up

The United suu- secanded by
West Germany wanted the group to
be etrictly temporary aend adyisory
in natures, India's compromise for-
mula that if necessary, the group
could be set up (nipally for three
yoars waa mot acctptadle to them.

United States propotal was put to
vote and was defeated by 1B voles
In favour to 26 against, with 21
abstentions. The confersnce . then
went on to adopt the original pre-
pokal of parmanent consultative
group by en overwhelming majority.

A Budanese propotal for estadjish-
ing within the United Nations »

account for implementing
plan of action was slso oppoged
by the main donor ecountries.

The proposal was adopled by X
votes %o 18.

The platu of action ' mu ‘other
thlnn emphasises I:h,pomu of
public ' participation in pnmmu
desertification q&b-mu
peets, snvironmental impact of romds
end all terrain-vehicles, fauns oon-
servation and al | sonyye-

The plan’ also stressss fhternational
ob-eperition in thé management of
shared resources for prevemting de-
sertification.—Samachar,
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By Our Correerpondem

DHARUIIERA Srplembcr 11: The
Sahibi river alone is not to blame
for this year's unprecedented flood
havoc in southern Haryana and Alwar
district of Rajasthan, Repeated floods
in the numerous torrems that serve
as tributaries of the Sahibi between
Jaipur and Jhajjar and breaches in
the bunds all along the wayward
river's course are equally responsible
for the havoc.

The daily rainfall chart maintained
meteorologisis and employees of
various Ceniral and state government
departments in Haryana and adjoining
aress of Rajasthan show that the
reinfall in the catchment area on any
single day in the first week of August
kst did not warrant the record dis-
charge of over 1.10 lakh cusecs at
either Dharuhera or the Kalilpur and
Mechandwari bridges across the Sahibi
between Rewari and Rohtak,
Experts contend that at the most
the rainfali on the night of August 3
could swell the river's discharge to
58,000 cusecs and not to 1.10 lakh
cusecs recorded at the Dharuhera
bridge on the morning of August 4
when a siretch of the national hlghwy
No. 8 and the Gurgaon-Rewari section
of the Dclh:~Ahmod1lnd railway hne
were. washed away and* hundreds: of
villages in  Mahfndragari, Gurgaon
and Rohiak districts were engulled by
flood waters.

HARROWING 'I'Al ES

The mysiery behind the additional
?.000 cusecs of water that entered
=—the Sahibi’s mainstream upstream of
Dharuhera in the Rajasthan area has
since been solved. Nearly half a dozen
dry hill torrents that used ro join the

Sahibi al various points in the Ara-
valli hill ranges upstream of Dharu-
hera have suddenly re-emerged, At
Jeast four of these torrents, accord-
ing to an expert, have been dry for

132 years.
The position worsened  following
breaches in the massive Masit and

Sareka bunds, besides three others in
adjoining hamlets in the Alwar area.

The residents of Salal and Masit
villages narrate harrowing tales of how
several ring bunds around their locali-
uies collapsed one after the other wash-
ing away everything that came then
way, including men and cattle. Sur-
prisingly nobody living near. the hil-
locks knows that a major part of
Masit village, only a few kilometres
mwards Rajasthan ‘from the Dhumhera
tourist complex has been. washed away. |

The Salalpur sarpanch, Mr.Net Ram,
said that at- loast three residents of 'a
nearby village, mc!qdmg a woman,
were missing. and -that doors, windows
and « household -~ goods were wnhed
away on the mworning of August 4
from some villages upstream of Masit
with the collapse of the ten-metre
high' bund. The sarpanch has since

resigned in protest. against alleged
official callousness.
‘The SDM of Gurgaon, Mr Shan-
kar Lal, claims to have seen seven
bodies floating in the river at the
Khalilpur railway bridge (No. 93-A)
on the morning of August 4. The
bodies could not be recovered be-
cause of the fast courrent. The dress
of the victims resembled that of the
tfibals of Rajasthan,

. The Deputy Commissioner of Gur-
on, Mr Naseem Ahmed, says that
s officials had informed the autho-

rities in Alwar about the bodies and
the debris. The latter, according (o
Mr Ahmed, .denied the existence of
any bund either at Masit or at
s‘arck: and Salalpur villages of

‘in“its’ ‘course towards Rewar..

\f "

1enot to

Alwar, This corrcspondcnt saw on
Saturday a series of collapsed ring
bunds around these villages. Water
is” stil flowing through the villages.

A 35-year-old resident of  Masit
said at Salalpur that there was a
ring bund around Masit and that it
collnpsed on August 3-4 mnight, Gur-
gaon's SDM and tehsildar say they
have seen huge fish in the Sahibi
on August 4. They think the fish
must have been washed away follow-
ing the breaches in the bunds in the
upper reaches.

On August 9 when the Deputy
Commissioner of Mahendragath, Mr
T. D. Jogpal, shpervised desilling
operations at the spans of the Sahibi
bridge he. saw debris of houses, like
wooden beams and steel boxes, buri-

ed under the silt. As there is no Har-
yana hamlet along the Sahibi up-
stream of Dharuhera, these debris in
all probability belonged to some Ra-
jasthan village. The authorities in
Rajasthan, however, do not admit
that any hamlet in their territory was
washed away by the Sahibi,

Mr Jaipal Singh Yadav and other
people of Dharuhera say they sud-
denly woke up on the night of Au-
gust 3 on hearing the cries of wo-
men and children for  help. Mr
Yadav, “according to the Guregan
SDM, "M . Shankar Lal, ~had infosm-
ed hirn the *next - day about it, TFhe
SDM passed on the message o [fHe
District Magistrate of Gurgaon when
the latter reached Khalilpur down-
stream of the Dharuhera bridge.
~ Sidhrauli is being devcloped as a
*focal wvillage™ by the Haryana Rural
Development Board. The flow of
flood waters through the streets of
Sidhrauli on the night of August 4
took everyone by surprise, .By the
time the villagers rushed out of their '

homes and reached the nearby na-
tional highway No., 8 the buunl.'ll.w!
wall of the newly built  Panchayat

Bhawap had collapsed and a class-
room of Rao Lal Singh College of
Education had caved in, according
to a retired taxation official, Mr.
Jora Chand Yadav. The only road
connecting  Sidhrauli with the  na-
tional highway No, 8 was  washed
away at several places leaving about
300  villagers stranded between the
national highway and the panchayat
Bhawan,

BUND BREACHES

The authorities contend that Sidh-
rabtli was affected by the sudden floods
in. the .Indori Nadi and the nhansu‘

i,
is_ an “old wibutary of’ thes sibi

originates the Arnvd'lr h:ll‘

ranges-upstream of Taoru ‘Mandi. 1f* i
now learnt. that a series. of. nng| b¢
bunds, mﬂiudins the massivé: Ran#
golla embankment at Jaugast villige
of Nuh sub-division of Gurgaon, col
lapsed “etween August 1 and 4. The!
collapse of the Rangolla bund affected
other ring bunds.

Drainage engineers did not concede
the breaches in these bunds till three
days ago when this correspondent was
informed about the breaches by a
patwan at Taomu. The Deputy Com-
missioner, Mr Naseem Ahmed, claims
that he learnt about the breaches
in these bunds and had informed se-|
nior officials that very day. The De-
puty Commissioner feels that the da-
mage to Sidhrauli and Dharuchera
villages would have much less had these
bunds not collapsed. The drainage
department says that the current of
the water cascading down the hills
was o fast that the bunds could not
withstand the pressure.

Fortunately none of the 30 odd

blame for floods

hunds in’ Gurg wb-dwmpn dpvq-
loped crmks du g last month's ‘heavy
rains, Mr Shaffkar Lal says that he
had warned

bﬁﬁd guards m May-June
last<if a-crack - developed in any of
Lhem bunds-they ¥ would be held per-
sonally responsible  for it. Mr- Lal
instructed the guards to opem  the
weirs in the event of over-filling with-
out awaiting clearance by senior offi-
cials.

Satellimizngr

~creeping (o

NEW DELHI, September H (Sa-
machar): Creeping of deserts ‘in India
and neighbouring countries will  be
monitored by satellites, it was pro-
rosed ot the UN- desertification con-
I'd:reme that aqded in Nairobi on Fri-

ay

The South- Wm Asla satellite mo-
nitoring sysiem will cover Afghanis-
tan. India, Iran and Pakistan (AlIP).
Fifty per cent, of” this AIIP region
is desert or desert margin, it is md.

A similar satellite monitoring 'sys-
tem *has been proposed for  South
America where 60 per cend. of Argen-
tina.and Chile, and 25 per cent. of
Periw is subject to desertification.

Meanwhile, India’s signal contri-
bution to the conference was presen-
tation of a well-formulated proposal
for establishing 4 machinery fon gene-
 rating additional resources for imple-
menting an action plan®to halt the
morch of man-made deseris.

The proposal adopted by the con-
ference was to set up a consultative
roup comprising representalives
from UN organisations already en-
gaged in the 185k and other organisa-
tions, including major donors—iradi-
tional and new—mukilaieral  finan-
cing agencies and from  developing
countries having substantial intesest
in combaling  desertification. The
group would assist in the co-ordina-
tion of agtivities underfaken with re-
sources mobllised by it.

India tried hard—though in vain—
lo see that votng on this issue was
avoided. Noting thai suole major
donor counfries were lukewarm to the
proposal the Indian delegate said any
proposal adopted without the support
af ma;m donor nations would only

‘paper victory." The consuliative
group even for a limited period
three years, thal is up to 1980, to
consider  raising finances for ihe
plans already drawn up would be
helpful.

The Times of India
12 September 1977

(Delhi)
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-Recent heavy rains have caused extensive damage in  Rajasthan, Above, the breach in the Masit
dh has flooded many villages at the Aravali foothills. Below, a double-storey huilding in ruins

™ with flood water still flowing through Sala
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LBth largest '

coal producelL by 1985

NEW DELHI, September 11

(Samachar).

OAL output in the world is likely

to exceed the annual level of
about 4,000 million tonnes by 2000
A.D,, doubling the present rate of
production,

According to an appraisal of world
coal resources underlaken for the
World Energy Conference in Istanbul
commencing from September 15, the
world production level in 1985 would
reach 3,596 million tonnes against
1 2,384 million tonnes in 1975,

The., production and consumption
trends in 10 major coal-producing
pations reveal that by 1985, India
would become the fifth largest coal-
producing country with about 185
million tonnes of production.

China, which now occupies the third
position, is likely to move to the first
place in another eight years pro-

ducing 920 million tonnes per annum,
closely followed by the Soviet Union
with 851 million tonpes and K42
million tonnes by the United States,

The projected coal production in
India by 2000 has been estimated
at 327 million tonnes, with the con-
sumption level of 313 million tonnes.
By then, India's coal export is likely
to reach 13 million tonnes.

The appraisal indicated that the
percentage ol coal in the world energy
supply at present was 32,

If this percentage was to be main-
tained in 2000, the coal output in
the world would have to be increased
at an annual rate of- 3.6 per cent.

Should a higher percentage, suay
about 40, was necessary, an annual
growth rate in coal output of 4.8
per cent would be required.

“This growth rate can hardly be
reached by most of the countries, due
to the difficult conditions in their coal
deposits,” the appraisal said.

*!age neﬁr the Dharu hera tourist mmp!c:.

The Times of India (Delhi)

12 September 1977

Most counties make their plan-
ned future coal production figures
dependent on their future expected
requirements.

The assessment showed that the
ratio of planned coal exporis to total
production would increase onlv in
Australia, Canada and South Africa.

On a worldwide scale, the present
measitres lo increase coal production
would probably “mot suffice 10 meel
the future demand for world energy.’

As a consequence, the world trade
with coal, ton, must be increased more
than propartionately since the coal
trade with overseas countries was only
about 5 per cent of the overseas trade
with mineral oil,

The assessment revealed that the
majority of the ecomomically recover-
able world coal reserves was situated
in the Northern Hemisphere like North
America, the Soviet Union, China and
in Europe,
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NOLOGIES

IGNORED ¢

GEVERAL technologies develop-
ed at the Council of Scien-

tific and  Industria] Research
(CSIR) wer rejected by the so-
called user Ministries favour

of imported technologies, it was
‘revealed at the cobference of
CSIR Directors, who met here
recently to discuss the Govern-
ment move to transfer gome CSIR
laboratories to the Ministries,
reports Samachar, ° :

.The CSIR Directors belongin
to biology, engineering, and fibre
groups cited many such  cases
of unused technologies to coun-
ter the argument that the uSer
' Ministry will make better use of
CSIR technologi
tories wer transferred to the
Ministries. :
* TFor ibstahce, the ° pesticide
“Endosulphan” developéd at the
National Chemical .. Laboratory
was offered to the Ministry of
Industry in 1974 but the Minls-
try of Chemicals was not inclin-
ed to use it, it is said.

The “Swaraj"” tractor develop-
ed by a CSIR institution in 1973
was offered to the Ministry of
Industries but was rejected. In-|
stead, the Ministry allowed Hin-|
dustan Machine Tools to have!
foreign collaboration with the
Czechoslovakian firm ™ “Zeotur

Tractor”, ot L f
The CSIR Mining Institute in
Dhanband developed “hydraulic
props” used to provide roof su
port in- mines to prevent col-
lapse. This technology was not
used by the Ministry of Mining,
which went in for collaboration
with a West German firp
MULTI-NATIONAL CALL
Another indigenous technology
for making “vinyl acetate mono-
mer”, a raw material in chemi-|
‘cal industry, was offered to the!
Ministry of Petroleum in 1976.:
‘But. the Ministry - went in for a
itechnology provided by a multi<!
national firm, according to thel

eg, if the labora-|.

CSIR Directors.
They said the Ministry of Ins
dustry in 1974 rejected the CSIR.

technology for making batteries’
and instead extended collabora:-
tion with a foreign firm.
Another CSIR technology for
making carbon-less paper was
offered (0 the Ministry of Indus
try in 1076, but the = Ministry
gave permission for import of
this technology .from abroad. .
Other CSIR technologies = re+
jected sz mrl; Ministries in fa~
vour of import were stated 10
include vitamin B-6 manufacture
and concrete sleepers for the:
railways '
The sleepers, satisfying all the
specifications ~ were made - by
CSIR four years ago, but were
made in collaboration with a
West German firm.- 3
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NEW DELHI
IMM‘BD!ATE‘LY after he
became Prime Minister
last March, Marar ji Desal
made a “faux pas® by say-
ing that women are more
tyrannical than men when
in power. This provoked
an angry demonstration of
women social workers in

front ‘of his house the next
day.
Possibly to make

amends, and to show that a
male Prime Minister is
more concerned than hisfe~
male predecessor about
the social progress of In-
dian women, Desai has now
reconstituted the National
Committee on Women = a
body that had remained de-
funct dwring Mrs Indira
Gandhi’s regime. There
are also reports about the
setting up of statutory au-

women both at the central
and state levels,

But the Government’s
sudden interest in deve=
lopmental programmesfor
women is far from being
a political gimmick to im-
press Indian feminists. The
United Nations’ World Plan
of Action to raise the sta-
tus of women during the
International Women’sDe=
cade from 1975 to 1985 is
perhaps nowhere morcre=
levant than in India today.

Constituting a little
less than half of India’s to=-
tal population of about 600
million, Indian womenface
almost all the disadvan~
tages pointed outby the UN,
ranging from social dis-
cerimination to  economic
exploitation. As a result,
India’s demographic
trends reveal disturbing
trends.

PROPORTION

The proportion: of wo=
men in the population is
declining (from 946 per
1,000 males in 1951 to 941
in 1961, to 930 in 1971),

er
tonomous commissions on

Life expectancy of women
(45,6 years) is lower than
man’s (47.1 years). Wark
participation ratesalsoare
coming down, The number
of women workers which
was 40 million in 1951
plummeted to 31 million in
1971 — the year in which
the last national census
was prepared,

The reasons for these
disquieting features are
various, The transition
from a traditional toa mo=
dern economy in India has
resulted in uneven rates
of change in patterns of
economic organisation,
particularly in the rural
sector . Women who enjoyed
the status of high skilled
workers only afew years
back have degenerated to
the insecure existence of
unskilled manual labour -

8.
It has been found that
for a majority of working

women the vocations of
agricultural labour
mining and quarrying —
both exceedingly arduous
and exhausting for wo-
men = are the only means
of livelihood, The indices
of female participation in
agricultural labour rose
from 147,15 in 1961 to
163.87 in 1971,

The declining economic
opportunities for women
.in the rural areas have
forced many to migrate in
recent years to the cities,
Adult women are becoming
an increasing proportion of
India’s urban population,
While in northern inadian
cities  there are propor-
tionally fewer women,
southern India sex ratios
are more even in citiesof
all sizes, There isnatu-
rally a rushfor jobsamong
the se migrant women,

FIGURES

But figures reveal that
the hiring of women in ur=
ban industries is very
shartlived. The number of

still

female workers per
male workers in ﬂ'la aga
group 15 to 39 was only
16,70 in 1961 and fell fur=~
ther to 11,44 in 1971, The
number in the agegroup40
to 59 during the same pe~
riod alsofell from 17,84 to|
10,98, There are possibly
two reasons for the sharp
decline. One, higher mor=
tality among females, and
two, processes of child
bearing and child rearing
which progressively re=-
move women from work in
these sectors, But asare=-
sult, valuable womanpo-~-
wer in the stage of ac-
quiring skills is prema-=
turely lost to the nation,
The problem of unem=
ployment in the Indian ci-
ties and the prevailing so-
cial values conspire tokeep
women out of employment.
There is a cultural resis-
tance to the changing role
of Indian women., A wo=-
men’s role is restricted to
domestic activities.

In these circumstanc=
es when there is competi=
tion with men for too small
a number of jobs, women
find it difficult to hold their
own against men, Among
the employers alsothereis
an apathy and neglect to
invest in training and at-
tention to build up techni=
cal skill among women
workers, This explains the
extraordinary paucity of
women in service trainees
in any industrial sector in
India,

But observers of urban
demographic changes en=
visage growing pressure
for jobs from wban wo-
men in India in the com=
ing years, The pressures
of inflation and taxation
are already inducing mid-

dle class urban familiegto

encourage
womenfolk

more of their
o work, Re=

duction in maternal and in~:

fant mortality and in the
family size if brought
about by the Government’s
family planning is likely
to increase the number of
Years when 2 woman is
available on the labour
market rather than engaged
in child bearing,

It is because of this
future prospect that the
Government isnow drawing.
up a plan for increasing
opportunities for women’s
economic participation, as
well as improvement in
their health, The experts
on the newly reorganised
National Committee on Wo~
men will have to specify

Where a woman’s

place 1s

the
home

by Sumanta Banerjee

segtors of employment sul=
tablo for women and iden~
tity those which inflict
great harm on their physi-
cal health and welbeing,
There is a growing feeling
that the employment of wo-
men in arduous jobs is re-
sponsible for the differen-
tially higher mortality of
females in India,

There is also a debate
among the experts as to
whether it would be more
conducive to allow girls
under 14 to go to schools
rather than to work for
the promotion of a small
family norm, it is argued
that employmentatan early
age may encourage inthem
a sense of independence and
a desire to go back'to work
even after marriage which
would be favourable to the
development of a small
family norm,

On the other hand, some
people point out that the
balance of advantage will
possibly lie in ensuring
school education for girls

at this age rather than
permit them to work
Education will give them
more of the necessary
status and authority after
marriage than a state of
illiteracy to insist on go-
ing to work, K will also
give them the means to
acquire more skill and
therefore higher wages,
The question of educa-
tion thereforenaturally as-
sumes importance in the

.plan of action for raising

the status of Indian women,
Of the total count of 264
million females in India in
1971, 214 million were
found to be rural, The rate
of literacy among the 50
million urban families was
42 per cent while that

among the 214 million
rural families was only 13
per cent,

Areas of low rural fe-
male literacy constitute
large and solid continuous
blocks of territory which
are not sufficiently linked
up by the communication
system., These are also
areas which are plagued
with difficulties of import-
ing school teachers, health
workers and similar per-
sonnel,

The National Com-
mittee on Women will
therefore have to fix prio-
rities and draw up a time-
bound programme to im-
prove the situation, Special
attention is being given to
low-income working women
in tribal and backward
areas and urban slums;
migrant women; destitute
women; divorced and se-
parated women; widows,
exploited women and un=
married mothers; handi-
capped women, and women
in conflict with law.
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Women at work in an anti-biotics plant in Rishakesh,
But few Mmmmmtmoppmnnytodo
_challenging work.

- ‘The problem of
- _unemployment in the
Indian cities and the
' prevailing social
values. conspire to e
~ keep women out i D
ﬁi ‘of employment.’
















