
Recommendations to the seventy-third session of the General
Assembly of the Ad Hoc Open Ended Working Group established by General Assembly Resolution 72/277 of 10 May 2018
On the basis of the discussions held at  its first, second and third substantive sessions the Ad Hoc Open Ended Working Group established by General Assembly Resolution 72/277 of 10 May 2018  recommends to the General Assembly as follows

] The Group has agreed on the necessity to:
· reinforce the protection of the environment for present and future generations
· uphold existing obligations and commitments under international environmental law
· contribute to the strengthening of implementation of international environmental law and environment-related instruments
· support the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
· not undermine existing relevant legal instruments and frameworks and relevant global, regional and sectoral bodies

The Group  recommends to the General Assembly 
1.
to reaffirm the role of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) as the leading global environmental authority that sets the global environmental agenda, promotes the coherent implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable development within the United Nations system and serves as an authoritative advocate for the global environment
2.
to progressively consolidate UNEP headquarters functions in Nairobi
3.
to catalyze efforts at all levels to further the implementation of international environmental law and environment-related instruments, including through accelerating the mobilization of the necessary means of implementation consistent with the Addis Ababa Action Agenda
4.
to request UNEP through its governing bodies to:
a)  promote further work on principles of international environmental law with a
view to strengthening the implementation of international environmental law and environment-related instruments
b) foster increased cooperation and coordination among the governing bodies and secretariats of Multilateral Environment Agreements, as well as between them and governing bodies and secretariats of other environment-related instruments
c)  promote active and meaningful stakeholder engagement in the different fora related to the implementation of international environment law and environment-related instruments
d) explore further ways for Member States to support and make full use of the Fifth Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law (Montevideo Programme V) adopted by the fourth session of the United Nations Environment Assembly, in order to foster the environmental rule of law and advance the implementation of environmental law at all levels
e)  develop UN system-wide strategies on how they could best support Member States in the integration and implementation of international environmental law, as appropriate, as Chair of the Environment Management Group and in collaboration with the members of the Group
5. 
to invite the governing bodies of the Multilateral Environment Agreements, while preserving their independence, to identify and address implementation challenges in their regimes, with a view to strengthening implementation at the national and international levels
6.
to promote increased efforts to streamline the reporting and/or monitoring processes of Multilateral Environment Agreements and scientific bodies, as well as invites increased sharing of information between them, and for joint reporting, as and when appropriate 
7.
to encourage Member States that have not done so to ratify Multilateral Environment Agreements and effectively implement them

8.
to encourage Member States to strengthen regulatory frameworks at the national level, 
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