
UN Environment, Chemicals and Health Branch

Expert Consultation Meeting on 
Mercury Monitoring in Soil and biota

13-14 May 2019, Monaco



o

o

o

o

POSSIBLE DISCUSSION POINTS



POSSIBLE TABLE OF CONTENT

1. Introduction 
2. Review of existing information on human exposure to and 

environmental concentration of mercury
a) Global Review of Mercury Monitoring Networks 
b) Analytical capacity worldwide 

3. Elements to consider when designing a monitoring plan on 
presence of mercury in ambient air 

4. Soil/Biota as a matrix to consider: 
a) Importance and relevance of mercury presence in soil/biota 

5. Existing gaps 
6. Overview of issues that need consideration by the Conference of 

the Parties 
7. Limitations of this report
8. Highlights and conclusions



• Towards contributing further to facilitate the work 
of the Minamata Convention, the consultation is 
to assist compilation of Information : 
• on methods for the analysis of mercury in soil 

and biota
• to contribute to the discussion on global 

monitoring of mercury in these two matrices
• Discuss possible additional areas for further 

contribution



GEF PROJECT ON MERCURY 

Objectives



One-year pilot testing in 12 countries on : 
• Air monitoring
• Human Biomonitoring

38 - Interlaboratory assessment of 
laboratories analysing Mercury and 210 
in the databank

Manuals, SOP, Protocols & Videos

OUTPUTS



 Opening remarks
 Meeting objectives
 Update of the ad-hoc Technical Expert Group on Effectiveness 

Evaluation 
 IAEA activities on mercury
 Networks for soil monitoring
 Mercury in biota

 Key elements in monitoring and analysis of biota
 Mercury in soil

 Key elements in monitoring and analysis of soil 

 Format and annotated table of content on soil and biota report
 Key information resources
 Way forward for the development of the reports
 Future opportunities and next steps beyond the GEF-funded 

project
(Visit of the IAEA Environmental Laboratory – 13 May Afternoon)
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