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Introduction 

1. A Consultative Meeting on the Development of an African Strategy for Ocean 

Governance was held at the United Nations Offices in Nairobi, 29-30 November 2018 to 

discuss possible elements to be included in the African Strategy for Ocean Governance. 

The meeting was organized by United Nations Environment Programme, and was 

attended by 45 participants from African countries, international organizations, regional 

seas programmes, regional economic bodies and research institutes. (The list of 

participants is attached as Annex I). 

2. At the fifteenth Session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment 

(AMCEN) in 2015, African ministers of environment agreed to “develop a governance 

strategy, in accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and 

regional seas conventions, on oceans and seas in Africa for the effective management of 

the region’s shared maritime resources and call for a regional conference to address the 

matter by 2016.” At the 7th special session of AMCEN in the Nairobi Declaration in 

September 2018, member states agreed to “urge African states to promote the growth and 

development of the regional ocean sector in a sustainable blue economy pathway and 

support the mainstreaming of aquatic biodiversity in all productive sectors with a view to 

sustainably harnessing the blue economy.” In response to the decisions, United Nations 

Environment Programme, as the secretariat for AMCEN, carried out background studies , 

organised a scoping workshop in Zanzibar 23-25 July 2018 and held this consultative 

meeting to support member States in developing the Strategy. 

 

Agenda item 1: Opening of the meeting 
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3. During the opening session, Ms. Sime Tefesehet Hailu, from the African Union (AU), 

stated the key role of oceans to growth: that ocean-based industries contribute to roughly 

USD 1.2 trillion of global gross added value, the rich biodiversity and production of half 

of the world’s oxygen in the atmosphere. She reviewed the mandate and process for 

ocean governance in Africa, pointing out that most African countries lack policies for 

ocean governance.  She further stated that the AU sees the marine economy as a major 

contributor to growth in Africa and fully supports the development of the Strategy.  

4. Ms. Juliette Biao, Director and Regional Representative of Africa Office, UN 

Environment Programme stressed the importance of enhanced partnership for ocean 

governance, reviewed the process of the AMCEN mandate on the ocean strategy, and 

pointed out the urgent threat to marine ecosystems.  She emphasized the role of Blue 

Economy for harnessing the potential of seas, lakes and rivers for better life of people in 

Africa.  

 

Agenda item 2: Organizational matters 
5. The agenda was adopted without change, as shown in Annex II. 

6. Mr. Andre Share from South Africa was elected Chair for day 1, Mr. Lucas Miranda from 

Angola elected as Chair for day 2, Ms. Emelda Teikwa Adam from Tanzania was elected 

rapporteur and acted as Chair for the first session on day 2. 

7. The secretariat introduced the meeting documents which are listed in Annex II. 

 

Presentation of the outcome of the Zanzibar scoping workshop 
8. Ms. Margareth Kyewalyanga, Director of the Institute of Marine Science, University of 

Dar es Salaam, presented the outcomes of the Zanzibar meeting held 23 to 25 July 2018. 

Representatives from four regional seas programmes (Abidjan, Barcelona, Jeddah and 

Nairobi), selected ocean governance and policy experts from around Africa, Europe and 

the Middle East, with interest in governance of African oceans and seas were invited to 

the meeting to identify gaps and linkages and recommended for a better continent-wide 

governance framework of African oceans and seas. 

9. The key conclusions from the Zanzibar workshop were that Ocean Governance in Africa 

is hampered by a number of issues, namely, knowledge gaps and inadequate knowledge 

sharing mechanisms; weak coordination and cooperation with other bodies; multilateral 

agreements and international protocols not fully internalized by respective member 

countries; and lack of robust mechanisms to assess and report on progress made in the 

implementation agreements. 

 

Agenda item 3: Possible elements for the African Strategy for Ocean 

Governance 
10. A summary of discussions on the scope of the strategy, institutional and capacity 

strengthening, cross-sectoral cooperation, science-policy interface, and stakeholder 

engagement is presented in the Chair’s summary attached to this report.  

11. Different national ocean governance models have already been proved successful in 

Africa, which may be used in other countries of the region. Some delegates introduced 

experiences in their respective countries for ocean governance: South Africa has set up a 

permanent Oceans Economy Ministerial Management Committee which reports to the 

Vice-President and coordinates with ocean-related departments; Seychelles established a 
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Blue Economy Department which coordinates with relevant Ministries under the Vice-

President and launched Fisheries Initiative and Extractive Industry Transparency 

Initiative; Senegal’s “le secretariat de l’action de l’état de la mer” reports to the Prime 

Minister’s office and have primacy over other ministries; Gabon introduced its marine 

organization named “le conseil nationale de management de la mer” has a higher 

hierarchy over other ministries; Mozambique established a Ministry of Ocean, Inland 

Water and Fisheries; and Tanzania set up an ICZM committee and under it several 

thematic task forces. It was recognized that permanent structures are important to 

effective and successful ocean governance at national levels. 

12. National experiences were also shared on the national level stakeholder engagement and 

coordination, such as Seychelles’ blue economy roadmap development, Tanzania’s 

thematic task forces and working groups and South Africa’s experience of engaging 

private sectors and their CEOs. 

 

Agenda item 4: Next steps 
13. It was suggested to discuss the draft strategy at AU and AMCEN meetings. 

14. Participants expressed willingness to review and comment on the draft strategy. 

15. Consultation at national levels was encouraged for finalization of the strategy. 

 

 Agenda item 5: Chair’s summary 
16. After discussions, Chair’s summary was adopted (Annex IV). 

 

Agenda item 6: Closure of the meeting  
17. The meeting was closed by the Chair at 17.30, 30 December 2018. 
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Annex I 
Agenda 

Item 

 

1. Opening of the meeting 

2. Organisational matters 

(a) Election of officers; 

(b) Adoption of the agenda; 

(c) Organization of work. 

3. Possible elements for the African Strategy for Ocean Governance 

(a) Institutional and capacity strengthening of the existing 

governance mechanisms; 

(b) Cross-sectoral institutional cooperation and policy 

coherence; 

(c) Science for regional ocean governance; 

(d) Stakeholder engagement in Ocean governance 

4. Next steps 

5. Chair’s summary 

6. Closure of the meeting 
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Annex II 
List of Participants 

 Country Name of participant and 

institution 

Contact details 

1.  Angola Lucas Miranda 

Director for the Cabinet of 

International Relations 

Tel: 

Email: 

lcs_miranda@yahoo.com 

2.  Benin Ms. Maurille Elégbédé 

National Focal Point of Abidjan 

Convention 

Tel: 229 96 61 39 36 

Email: melegbede@yahoo.fr  

3.  Central African 

Republic 

Mr. Celestin N’dedji 

Charge de Mission en Matier de 

I’Environnement 

Tel: +236 750 418 74 

Email: 

ndedji.celestin@yahoo.fr  

4.  Cote D’Ivoire Ms. Adjoua Marguerite Kouadio 

Juriste - Chargée d'études 

Service Juridique 

CIAPOL 

Tel: 00 225 20 22 54 44 

00 225 07 89 04 15 

Email: 

kouadio_marguerite@yahoo.fr 

5.  Democratic 

Republic of the  

Congo 

Gilbert KILOLA 

LUTSWAMBA 

Chef de Division à la Direction 

Générale  

de l'Environnement et Cadre de 

Vie 

Tél: +243 998229181 / 

+243819542421 

       +243 851384288 

E-mail: 

gilbert.kilola@gmail.com 

            gilkil_58@yahoo.fr 

6.  Ghana  Mr. Abena Ayensu Tel:  

Email:  

abena.ayensu@gmail.com 

7.  Gabon Plaxède ANGUE NZE 

Direction Générale de 

l'Environnement 

Tél. (241) 06821192 

/05127170 

Email : angueplax@yahoo.fr 

8.  Guinea Bissau Ms. Titina Augusto Pereira Tel: +245 678 40 46/578 40 46 

Email: 

pereiratitina@gmail.com 

9.  Kenya Stephen Katua Email: SKatua@nema.go.ke 

10.  Liberia Mr. Levi Z. Piah 

Chief Technical Advisor 

Tel: +231 1880 106 143  

       +231 1775 176 912 

Email: sehweh@gmail.com 

11.  Madagascar Nicolas Andriamboavonjy Email: 

andriamboavonjynicolas1981

@gmail.com 

12.  Mozambique Mr. Alexandre Bartolomeo 

National Directorate of 

Environment 

Email: apmbart24@gmail.com 

mailto:lcs_miranda@yahoo.com
mailto:melegbede@yahoo.fr
mailto:ndedji.celestin@yahoo.fr
mailto:kouadio_marguerite@yahoo.fr
mailto:gilbert.kilola@gmail.com
mailto:gilkil_58@yahoo.fr
mailto:abena.ayensu@gmail.com
mailto:angueplax@yahoo.fr
mailto:pereiratitina@gmail.com
mailto:SKatua@nema.go.ke
mailto:sehweh@gmail.com
mailto:apmbart24@gmail.com


 

6 

 

13.  Nigeria Mrs. Olajumoke Salako 

Scientific Officer, Federal 

Ministry of Environment 

Tel: +234 8032788059 

Email: 

solajumoke83@gmail.com; 

buhariadamu85@gmail.com 

14.  Senegal Mariline DIARA 

Directrice de l'Environnement 

et des Etablissements Classés 

Email: marilinediara@yahoo.fr 

15.  Seychelles Rose-Marie Bargain 

Permanent Secretary Blue 

Economy   

 

Email: 

rmarie.bargain@statehouse.go

v.sc 

16.  Sierra Leone Ms. Lovetta Yatta Juanah 

Head, Field Operations and 

Extension 

Environmental Protection 

Agency  

Tel: +232-76-423645 

Email: 

lovetta.juanah@epa.gov.sl 

17.  South Africa Mr Andre Share 

Head Oceans Economy 

Secretariat                             

Operation Phakisa: Oceans 

Economy 

Department of Environmental 

Affairs 

Tel: 12-399 8958/9137 or 021-

819 2607/2604 

Cell:  +27 82 789 4135 

Email:  ashare@environment.g

ov.za 

18.  Mr Kgothatso Magongwa 

Project Coordinator: Oceans 

Economy 

Secretariat                          

 

Email: 

ashare@environment.gov.za 

19.  Tanzania Emelda Teikwa Adam  

Principal Fisheries Officer 

Vice President's Office-Division 

of Environment 

+255 786 524908 

emeldateikwa@hotmail.com/e

melda.adam@vpo.go.tz 

20.  Uganda Dr.  Tom O. Okurut 

Executive Director  

National Environment 

Management Authority (NEMA) 

  

Email: tookurut@gmail.com 

 

21.  Zambia Mr. Lazarus Sichone 

Environmental Management 

Department 

Ministry of Water Development, 

Sanitation and Environmental 

Protection 

 

Email: lazsichone@gmail.com 

22.  Zimbabwe Mr Kingstone Manager 

Environmental Management 

Agency  

 Email: 

stotombenyasha@gmail.com 

mailto:buhariadamu85@gmail.com
mailto:marilinediara@yahoo.fr
mailto:rmarie.bargain@statehouse.gov.sc
mailto:rmarie.bargain@statehouse.gov.sc
mailto:lovetta.juanah@epa.gov.sl
mailto:ashare@environment.gov.za
mailto:ashare@environment.gov.za
mailto:ashare@environment.gov.za
mailto:emeldateikwa@hotmail.com/emelda.adam@vpo.go.tz
mailto:emeldateikwa@hotmail.com/emelda.adam@vpo.go.tz
mailto:tookurut@gmail.com
mailto:lazsichone@gmail.com
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a.  PARTNERS  

23.  African Union 

Commission 

Sime 

Tefesehet Hailu 

Attorney Office of the Legal 

Counsel 

African Union 

TefeseretS@africa-union.org 

Tefesehet68@gmail.com 

 

24.  Jean Chiazor Anishere 

President 

African women in Maritime 

 

25.  Abidjan 

Convention 

Secretariat 

Mr. Abou Bamba 

Coordinator 

Email: abou.bamba@un.org  

26.  Nairobi 

Convention 

Secretariat 

Dixon Waruinge 

Ecosystems Division 

 

dixon.waruinge@un.org 

 

27.  Mediterranean 

Action Plan 

(MAP) Barcelona 

Convention 

Mr. Gaetano Leone 

Coordinator 

Email: Gaetano.leone@un.org  

28.  Caribbean 

Regional 

Coordination Unit 

(CAR/RCU) 

(Cartegena 

Convention) 

Ms. Lorna Inniss 

Coordinator 

Email: lorna.inniss@un.org  

29.  European 

Commission 

Ms. Dorte Pardo Lopez dorte.pardo-

lopez@ec.europa.eu 

30.  Food and 

Agricultural 

Organization 

(FAO) 

Piero Mannini  

Email: Piero.Mannini@fao.org 

31.  GRID-Arendal Mr. Christian Neumann 

Programme Leader, Ecosystems, 

Economies and Sustainable 

Development 

Tel: +47 948 23 838 

Email: 

christian.neumann@grida.no  

32.  GRID-Arendal Ms. Tanya Bryan 

Programme Leader, Ecosystems, 

Economies and Sustainable 

Development 

Tel:  

Email: tanya.bryan@grida.no  

33.  IGAD 

 

Dr Debalkew Berhe 

Programme Manager,  

Environment Protection  

IGAD Secretariat 

Email: 

debalkew.berhe@igad.int 

34.  Browne Nathans, JP. IGAD 

(Maritime & Ocean Justice and 

browne@browneandbrownead

vocates.com; 

mailto:TefeseretS@africa-union.org
mailto:Tefesehet68@gmail.com
mailto:abou.bamba@un.org
mailto:dixon.waruinge@un.org
mailto:Gaetano.leone@un.org
mailto:lorna.inniss@un.org
mailto:dorte.pardo-lopez@ec.europa.eu
mailto:dorte.pardo-lopez@ec.europa.eu
mailto:Piero.Mannini@fao.org
mailto:christian.neumann@grida.no
mailto:tanya.bryan@grida.no
mailto:debalkew.berhe@igad.int
mailto:browne@browneandbrowneadvocates.com
mailto:browne@browneandbrowneadvocates.com
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Security Sector, Eastern and 

Southern Africa and the Indian 

Ocean). 

browneiprec@gmail.com 

35.  Ahmed Hersi 

Coordinator 

Maritime and Ocean Affairs 

IGAD/AU 

Eastern & Southern Africa & 

Indian Ocean 

Ahmed.hersi@idad.int 

36.  Institute of Marine 

Science 

University of Dar 

es Salaam 

Ms. Margareth Kyewalyanga 

Director 

Tel: +255 24 223 3133 

Email: 

margareth.kyewalyanga@gmai

l.com  

37.  International 

Maritime 

Organization 

(IMO) 

Fredrick Haag  

 

38.  International 

Seabed Authority 

Ms. Katie Elles 

Communication Specialist 

Tel: +1 876 922 9105 

Email: mbourrel@isa.org.jm 

39.  International 

Seabed Authority 

(ISA) 

Mr Yongsheng Cai 

Legal Officer 

Tel: +1 876 922 9105 

Email: mbourrel@isa.org.jm  

40.  Southern African 

Development 

Community 

Dr. Shepherd Muchuru 

Programme Officer: 

Environment and Climate 

Change  

SADC Secretariat, Gaborone, 

Botswana  

email: smuchuru@sadc.int  

 

41.  Sweden Mr. Tomas Andersson 

 

Tel: +46 76 538 50 29 

Email: 

tomas.andersson@havochvatte

n.se  

42.  United Nations 

Development 

Programme 

Ms. Akiko Yamamoto 

Executive Secretary 

UNDP/GEF Regional Technical 

Advisor, 

Water & Oceans, S/E Africa 

Email: 

akiko.yamamoto@undp.org 

43.  United Nations 

Economic 

Commission for 

Africa 

IFY Ogo 

Trade Policy and Legal Expert 

Email:ogo@un.org 

 

44.  Josephine Okoegualie  

Blue Economy Expert 

Email: okoeguale@un.org 

 

mailto:browneiprec@gmail.com
mailto:margareth.kyewalyanga@gmail.com
mailto:margareth.kyewalyanga@gmail.com
mailto:mbourrel@isa.org.jm
mailto:mbourrel@isa.org.jm
mailto:smuchuru@sadc.int
mailto:tomas.andersson@havochvatten.se
mailto:tomas.andersson@havochvatten.se
mailto:akiko.yamamoto@undp.org
mailto:okoeguale@un.org
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45.  United Nations 

Environment 

Programme 

(UNEP) 

Juliette Biao Koudenoukpo 

Director and Regional 

Representative  

UN Environment – Africa Office 

juliette.biao@un.org 

 

46.  Robert Wabunoha 

Africa Office 

Robert.wabunoha@un.org 

 

47.  David Ombisi 

Africa Office 

David.ombisi@un.org  

48.  Takehiro Nakamura 

Ecosystems Division 

takehiro.nakamura@un.org 

 

49.  Shuang Zhu  

Ecosystems Division 

zhu.shuang@un.org 

 

50.  Janet Opati 

Ecosystems Division 

Janet.Opati@un.org 

 

51.  Caroline Okana 

Ecosystems Division 

Caroline.Okana@un.org 

 

52.  Catherine Mwangi 

Africa Office 

Catherine.Mwangi@un.org 

 

53.  Josephine Wahinya 

Africa Office 

Josephine.Wahinya@un.org 

 

54.  Nafisatou Cisse 

Africa Office 

Nafisatou.Cisse@un.org 

 

55.  Francis Oloo 

Africa Office 

Francis.Oloo@un.org 

 

 

mailto:juliette.biao@un.org
mailto:Robert.wabunoha@un.org
mailto:David.ombisi@un.org
mailto:takehiro.nakamura@un.org
mailto:zhu.shuang@un.org
mailto:Janet.Opati@un.org
mailto:Caroline.Okana@un.org
mailto:Catherine.Mwangi@un.org
mailto:Josephine.Wahinya@un.org
mailto:Nafisatou.Cisse@un.org
mailto:Francis.Oloo@un.org
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Annex III 
List of documents 

Meeting documents 
UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/1 Provisional Agenda 

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/1/Add.1 Annotations to the Provisional Agenda 

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/2 Annotated Outline for African Ocean Governance Strategy 

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/3 Discussion paper for the Development of the African Ocean Governance   

 Strategy by United Nations Environment Programme 

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/4 Chair’s Summary 

Information documents 
UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/INF/1 List of Participants 

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/INF/2 List of Documents 

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/INF/3 Regional Oceans Governance-Making Regional Seas Programmes,       

 Regional Fishery Bodies and Large Marine Ecosystem Mechanisms Work Better Together 

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/INF/4 Ocean Policies and Institutional Arrangements for Cross-sectoral  

 Cooperation 

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/INF/5 Realizing Integrated Regional Oceans Governance-Summary of Case  

 Studies on Regional Cross-Sectoral Institutional Cooperation and Policy Coherence 

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/INF/6 African Ocean Governance Strategic Blueprint 

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/INF/7 African Ocean Governance Strategy: Scoping study and gap analysis  

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/INF/8 2050 Africa’s Integrated Maritime Strategy 

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/INF/9 Agenda 2063 The Africa We Want 

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/INF/10 African Union Commission-Policy Framework and Reform Strategy  

 for Fisheries and Aquaculture in Africa 

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/INF/11 Cairo Declaration on Management Africa’s Natural Capital for  

 Sustainable Development and Poverty Eradication 

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/INF/12 Regional Seas Programmes Covering Areas Beyond National  

 Jurisdiction 

UNEP/ASOG/WG.1/INF/13 Outcome of Planning Meeting for the Development of the Ocean 

Governance Strategy    

 for Africa Region 
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Annex IV 
Chair’s summary 

1. A Consultative Meeting on the Development of an African Strategy for Ocean Governance 

was held at the United Nations Offices in Nairobi, 29-30 November 2018 to discuss 

possible elements to be included in the African Strategy for Ocean Governance. The 

meeting was organized by United Nations Environment Programme, and was attended by 

45 participants from African countries, international organizations, regional seas 

programmes, regional economic bodies and research institutes. 

2. At the fifteenth Session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment 

(AMCEN) in 2015, African ministers of environment agreed to “develop a governance 

strategy, in accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and 

regional seas conventions, on oceans and seas in Africa for the effective management of the 

region’s shared maritime resources and call for a regional conference to address the matter 

by 2016”. At the 7th special session of AMCEN in the Nairobi Declaration in September 

2018, member states agreed to “urge African states to promote the growth and development 

of the regional ocean sector in a sustainable blue economy pathway and support the 

mainstreaming of aquatic biodiversity in all productive sectors with a view to sustainably 

harnessing the blue economy.” In response to the decisions, United Nations Environment 

Programme, as the secretariat for AMCEN, carried out background studies and organised 

this consultative meeting to assist member States in developing the Strategy. 

 

3. The two days discussions resulted in a focus on the following key areas: 

 

A. Scope of the Strategy 

 

4. Participants were of the view that lakes and rivers should be covered under the strategy. In 

addition, it was agreed to define the scope of the strategy to cover Exclusive Economic 

Zones (EEZ), adjacent Areas Beyond National Jurisdictions (ABNJ), and fresh water bodies 

that have profound effect on marine and coastal ecosystems. 

5. It was agreed that the African Ocean Governance Strategy should be a framework strategy 

connecting with the other African Union (AU) strategies, such as 2050 Africa’s Integrated 

Maritime Strategy (AIMS), Agenda 2063-The Africa We Want, Lomé Charter, fisheries 

policies, etc.  Under such a framework, linkages of the strategy with the AU blue economy 

and with inland water issues would be clarified. 

6. Countries identified the need to show flexibility and incorporate new developments into the 

strategy. Experiences of the regional seas programmes and countries should be shared and 

reflected in the strategy development processes. 

7. Awareness and political will were identified as essential factors in ocean governance. For 

this purpose, a strategy draft will be submitted to the AU strategic task force on AIMS 2050. 

8. The strategy should be people-centred, and the Blue Economy and the Nairobi Statement of 

Intent from the Sustainable Blue Economy Conference 2018 can be used to steer the 

development of the strategy. 

9. The ecosystems-based approach should be a central principle for the development of the 

Ocean governance strategy, and this approach will connect the strategy with the other 

sectoral bodies and governance mechanisms. It was agreed that the African Ocean 

Governance Strategy should encompass all sectoral activities in the oceans and linkages 

with all relevant governance mechanisms should be clearly defined. 

 

B. Institutional and capacity strengthening   
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10. The countries recognized that gaps exist in current ocean governance structure and capacity 

at regional and national levels.  

11. It was recognised that there is a large gap of implementation of the legal instruments and 

associated decisions.  This may be caused by a lack of compliance and enforcement, 

financial resources, and weak political will. Following the example of the performance 

review of the regional fisheries management organizations, performance and effectiveness 

of the existing regional instruments and governance mechanisms should be evaluated. 

12. Coordination and cooperation were identified as major gaps and are key to ocean 

governance.  

13. It was agreed to strengthen existing institutions rather than creating new ones. 

14. It was identified that governance tools such as Marine Spatial Planning, and Marine 

Protected Areas, are not appropriately used. There is a need for capacity building for use of 

these tools in ocean governance. 

15. Although fisheries bodies are reported to have dispute settlement mechanisms, they are 

generally missing in the current governance structure, and should be developed for ocean 

governance. 

 

(c) Cross-sectoral cooperation 

16. It was agreed that multi-sectoral mechanisms should be considered within the Ocean 

Governance Strategy.  Land-based sectors may also be included in such multi-sector 

cooperation and coordination. 

17. Different national ocean governance models have already been proved successful in Africa, 

which may be used in other countries of the region.  

18. It was agreed that no standard model can be applied to every country. More information on 

cross-sectoral cooperation and national ocean governance structure was requested by some 

delegates. The countries will share experiences and the secretariat was requested to compile 

cases of relevant ocean governance structures at the national and regional levels. UN 

Environment will provide a template for case studies. 

19. At the national level, the Ministry of Environment is mandated to coordinate with other 

sectoral ministries on environmental issues and that they should play a key role in the ocean 

governance and national ocean governance structure. 

20. At the regional level, the regional seas programmes should be given a mandate to coordinate 

with the other regional sectoral bodies, so that they can function as the platform for cross-

sectoral cooperation dialogues. 

 

(d) Science-Policy interface 

21. Participants agreed that although data and information is available, there exist gaps such as 

lack of appropriate use of data, data with unsatisfactory quality or accessibility and 

interpretation of data in the region. 

22. Participants were of the view that the objectives and needs for data/information generation 

and sharing should be clearly defined before systems are developed. A Participant shared 

experiences in the setting up and management of data systems for the purpose of conducting 

marine spatial planning. Such an objective can clearly chart the direction of 

data/information management. Objectives for which data systems are developed will be 

included in the strategy. 

23. Mapping of existing databases was suggested. Mapping of data needs may also be 

conducted to match with the existing databases.   

24. A need for information/data management on an African scale was discussed, and in 

particular, on sharing data/information across Ocean-based sectors and their bodies. There 

was a suggestion to establish a central African data management system, while 

strengthening the existing ones and networks. The AU introduced its department of research. 

A suggestion was made to develop African indicators for ocean sustainable development 
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and blue economy in relation to the Ocean Governance Strategy, so that any governance 

framework for Africa can be informed of the Africa-wide progress in ocean sustainable 

development and blue economy.  

25. Participants agreed to the inclusion of socio-economic data and information as part of the 

information management.  This means that the governance mechanisms should also include 

social and economic scientists. Traditional and indigenous knowledge should be part of 

information/data management associated with the African Ocean governance strategy. A 

system/model that covers social, economic and environmental aspects of decision-making is 

needed.  

26. In order to avoid loss of data and scientific information upon completion of projects, 

concessional financing and Strategic/Environmental Impact Assessment are necessary from 

the beginning to include clauses of data/information submission to permanent 

data/information management systems connected with the governance framework. 

27. Importance of incorporating scientific institutions into governance mechanisms was 

highlighted.  The relationship between the governance mechanisms and the scientific 

mechanisms should be clearly defined and their communication and reporting should also 

be clarified in the strategy. 

28. A science to policy interface should include a policy to science interface. In this regard, 

establishing a science and policy partnership/dialogues and platforms was proposed building 

on experiences from the Nairobi Convention. Preparation of policy briefs and other policy 

relevant information materials should be done under such a framework. It was considered 

essential to raise awareness and build capacity of decision-makers on the need of 

sustainable management of ecosystems and natural resources.  

29. Participants shared information on their national science and data systems. One participant 

shared information on an ongoing project to set up a regional maritime information sharing 

centre. Some countries introduced their projects where data recovered through SEA are 

shared to the environmental agencies to inform decision-making. Other countries introduced 

their oceanic institutions that collect data for use by all sectors. 

 

(e) Stakeholder engagement 

30. It was agreed that different stakeholders are identified at different levels. In addition to 

national government/policy makers, other actors including, research institutes, Community 

Based Organizations (CBOs), Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), civil society, 

local populations, private sector, multilateral donors, judiciaries, universities, 

parliamentarians and municipalities/local governments, were identified as stakeholders for 

ocean governance. 

31. A stakeholder analysis for the development and implementation of the African Ocean 

Governance Strategy was proposed, which should include analysis of their roles in the 

governance. 

32. Mainstreaming of the roles of women and youth was repeatedly highlighted. 

33. A bottom-up approach was suggested in the governance framework and governance 

decisions even at the regional level.  However, it was clear that such bottom-up processes 

should be subject to political acceptance and under the political leadership. At the regional 

level such political acceptance and leadership emanates from the Heads of States. In this 

regard, stakeholder consultation is necessary in the development and future implementation 

of the strategy.   

34. National experiences were shared on the national level stakeholder engagement and 

coordination, such as blue economy roadmap development and thematic task forces and 

working groups in countries. 

35. Communication and awareness raising is key in the engagement of stakeholders. NGOs 

should play an important role in such communication. A communication strategy on the 

African Ocean Governance Strategy should be established. 
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