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REGIONAL CONSULTATIVE MEETING FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
MAJOR GROUPS AND STAKEHOLDERS

Buenos Aires, Argentina, 8 October 2018

in preparation of the

XXI MEETING OF THE FORUM OF MINISTERS OF ENVIRONMENT OF LATIN AMERICA AND
THE CARIBBEAN (Buenos Aires, Argentina 9-12 October 2018)

AND THE FOURTH UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT ASSEMBLY and its preceding Global
Major Groups and Stakeholders Forum
(Nairobi, Kenya 11-15 March 2019)

The fourth session of the UN Environment Assembly will take place from 11-15 March 2019, in Nairobi,
Kenya, under the overarching theme “Innovative solutions for environmental challenges and
sustainable consumption and production”. The Assembly is traditionally preceded by Global Major
Groups and Stakeholders Forum, a meeting of mainly accredited civil society organizations to prepare
for the Assembly and discuss common positions and engage in a dialogue with the Executive Director,
Member States representatives and UN Environment colleagues on the themes of the Assembly from
a global civil society perspective.

The theme of the fourth session of the UN Environment Assembly relates to Agenda 2030, particularly
to Goal 12 on “ensuring sustainable consumption and production patterns” and provides the Assembly
with an opportunity to align this goal in the delivery of other goals. Regional Ministerial Fora as well
as Regional Multi Stakeholder consultations take place in the run-up to the UN Environment Assembly
and feed into the preparatory process by providing civil society inputs and perspectives to the
suggested themes.

The XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean was
held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from 9 to 12 October 2018. The session considered key issues to be
discussed at the fourth United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-4) and prepared the Latin
American and Caribbean region’s approach for their engagement and priorities at the Assembly. It
focused on how environmental challenges can be addressed through innovative solutions and
interventions and by promoting sustainable consumption and production.



The civil society consultative meeting was therefore held under the following theme: "Regional
partnerships and synergies for sustainable consumption and production, an effective civil society
engagement approach” (see Annex |: Agenda)

The regional consultative meeting also provided an opportunity for the regional civil society to
exchange views and develop common ground on key issues for the environmental agenda and
regional priorities such as the Environmental Human Rights defenders situation in the region, the UN
Environmental Rights Initiative, the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation
and Access to Justice in Environmental matters (Agreement of Escazu) and its implementation.
Participants and organizations that attended the meeting had the opportunity to engage in LACEMOS
(Latin American and Caribbean Engagement Mechanism), an initiative launched by civil society actors
towards long term partnering through regional collaborative actions and campaigns for the effective
regional participation on environmental decision-making spaces.

Due to limited time, the dialogue on LACEMOS and its options and arrangements were held on the
sidelines of the Regional Consultative meeting as well as the following days for those who attended
the Ministerial Forum and will then be also continued online.

1. Participants and target audience

The regional consultations brought together Major Groups and Stakeholders (MGS) accredited to UN
Environment as well as non-accredited regional Major Groups and Stakeholders partners including
foundations and other relevant stakeholders. (See Annex 2: List of Participants)

2. Purpose and Objectives of the Meeting

The objective for the Latin American and Caribbean Major Groups and Stakeholders of the one-day
consultation was to discuss and prepare their inputs for the XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of
Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean and the Fourth session of the UN Environment
Assembly and promote the dialogue and synergies between the stakeholders of the region. The
outcome of the meeting consisted of key messages to the Forum of ministers as well as a regional
statement by the participating civil society as a contribution to the official information document
which is a compilation of all civil society regional statements to the UN Environment Assembly. In
addition, the meeting promoted the cooperation and building of partnerships among stakeholders of
the region.

3. Main Outcomes:
e Key messages for the XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of LAC.

e Discussion initiated and roadmap agreed for the regional statement from the Latin American
and Caribbean Major Groups and Stakeholders to the fourth United Nations Environment
Assembly.



ANNEX |

AGENDA
DAY |
8.30-9 Registration
9.00-9.30 Opening and introductions Leo Heileman, UN Environment
Regional Director Latin America and
the Caribbean.
Regional Facilitators
9.30-9.45 Introduction to the meeting, agenda, rules | Facilitators, Rapporteurs
and roles
9.45-10.15 1. Stakeholders engagement at UN UN Environment: Andrea Brusco,
Environment and accreditation Environmental Governance Regional
processes Coordinator
2. Major Groups and Stakeholders Regional Facilitator
engagement in Latin America and Questions and comments.
the Caribbean
10.15-10.30 Coffee break
10.30—12.00 | UNEA-3 follow up and outcomes, specific Presidency of the XXI Meeting of the
resolutions implementation status and Forum of Ministers of Environment:
Update on the Fourth UN Environment Mariela Chervin, Under Secretary of
Assembly and the XXI Meeting of the Environment and Sustainable
Forum of Ministers of LAC Development of Argentina.
UN Environment: Andrea Brusco
Questions and comments.
12.00-13.00 Lunch break
13.00-14.00 Contributions of the Latin American and Regional Facilitators chairing to gain
Caribbean Civil Society on key topics for an overview of activities and priorities
the regional environmental agenda. in the region. Rapporteurs to take note
- the Escazu Agreement; for statement preparations.
- Environmental dimension of the Agenda
2030 and SDGs;
- Plastic and Oceans;
- Sustainable lifestyles: sustainable
consumption and production;
- Education for Sustainable Development;
14.00 -15.00 Contribution of the Latin American and Regional Facilitators,
Caribbean Civil Society to the Fourth UN All




Environment Assembly and the XXI
Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of LAC.
Setting priorities on themes and discuss
them all in plenary

15.00-16.00

16.00- 17.00

17.00-18.00

Finalise statements and contributions in
small working groups on all themes agreed
upon

Presentation in plenary by all Working
groups and agreement of final content

Finalization of statement for the ministerial
forum and UNEA statement and decision
on speakers and participants in the Forum.
Wrap up-

Group dinner to continue discussion
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Sr. Pedro Pereira Marques da Cunha

LACEMOS, The Latin America and the Caribbean
Engagement Mechanism

Facilitador Regional de los Grupos Principales
para ONU Medio Ambiente

Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brasil

Tel.: (55-21) 9911-09130
C.E: contato@pedrocunhaeco.com

Sra. Gladys Lorena Terrazas

Red PAZINDE “Paz, Integracion y Desarrollo”
Coordinadora de Proyectos

Santa Cruz, Bolivia

Tel: (591) 7013-9446
C.E: pazinde@gmail.com

lorena.terrazas@gmail.com

Sr. Mauro André Dos Santos Pereira
Defensores do planeta

Director Ejecutivo

Rio de Janeiro, Brasil

Tel. 5521 992333372
C.E.:mauropereira@defensoresdoplaneta.org.br

Sr. César Neftali Artiga Cartagena
Movimiento Enlaces por la
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Miembro del Equipo de Coordinacién
Salvador, El Salvador

Tel.: (503) 7210-1221
C.E.: cesarneftali@gmail.com

Sra. Carmen Capriles
Reaccién Climatica
Coordinadora General
La Paz, Bolivia

Tel. (591) 6011-7619
C.E.: carmengato@gmail.com




Ms. Nicole Leotaud

Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI)

Executive Director
Trinidad and Tobago

Tel.: (1-868) 638 6062
C.E: nicole@canari.org

Sra. Martina Uribe Parodi
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Buenos Aires, Argentina

Tel.: (54-11) 4049-7110
C.E: martiuribe@gmail.com

Sra. Alfonsina Beveraggi

Los Verdes FEP

Miembro Comisidn Directiva
Buenos Aires, Argentina

C.E: alfonsinabeveraggi@gmail.com

Sra. Carolina Diotti

Los Verdes FEP

Miembro de la Comisidn Directiva
Buenos Aires, Argentina

Tel. (54-11) 4127-7410
C.E: cadiotti@gmail.com

Sra. Cecilia Iglesias
Asociacidn Civil Red Ambiental
Buenos Aires, Argentina

C.E: chechu.iglesias@gmail.com

Sr. Hernan Zunino

Coordinador de Cadenas de Valor
The Nature Conservancy
Argentina

T.E:
C.E: hernan.zunino@tnc.org




Sr. Enrique Maurtua Konstantinidis
Asesor Senior de Politica Climatica
Fundacidén Ambiente y Recursos Naturales
(FARN)

Buenos Aires, Argentina

Tel.: (54-11) 4865-1707 (Ext.163)
C.E: enriquemk@farn.org.ar

Sr. David Bedregal
Reaccion Climatica
Bolivia

Tel.: (54-11) 6438-6685
C.E: dafabedav@gmail.com

Sr. Leo Heileman

Director y Representante Regional

Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio
Ambiente

Oficina para América Latina y el Caribe

Tel.: (507) 305-3135
C.E: leo.heileman@un.org

Sra. Andrea Brusco

Coordinadora Regional de Derecho Ambiental
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio
Ambiente

Oficina para América Latina y el Caribe

Tel.: (507) 305-3138
C.E: andrea.brusco@un.org

Sr. Agustin Matteri

Especialista en Cambio Climatico

Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio
Ambiente

Oficina para América Latina y el Caribe

C.E: agustin.matteri@un.org




Sra. Mariela Chervin

Subsecretaria Interjurisdiccional e
Interinstitucional

Secretaria de Ambiente y Desarrollo
Sustentable

Argentina

C.E. mchervin@ambiente.gob.ar

Sr. Sebastian Ratero

Secretaria de Ambiente y Desarrollo
Sustentable

Argentina

C.E: sratero@ambiente.gob.ar
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Statement of the Major Groups and stakeholders for the XXI Meeting of the Forum of
Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean (Buenos Aires, 9 October
2018).

From LACEMOS, the Latin America and the Caribbean Engagement Mechanism, a platform
and mechanism that serves as an interlocutor to link civil society to the different decision-
making spaces at local, national, regional and international level, comprised by accredited
organizations, not accredited to the UN Environment, and at the same time activists and
representatives of the Major Groups and relevant stakeholders of different countries of the
region:

We affirm the importance of creating opportunities for the participation of the Major Groups
and Relevant Stakeholders of civil society in decision-making, and we celebrate the progress
that has been made in the XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin
America and the Caribbean, in relation to increasing the participation of civil society. Thanks
to the Regional Consultation held prior to the Forum, inputs were developed and at the same
time more spaces were available to have an active voice in the Ministerial Dialogues that
preceded the Forum.

We recognize the role and efforts of UN Environment as the Secretariat of the Forum to
achieve the progress by making a path for effective and inclusive participation, and as Civil
Society we hope to continue forward without setbacks maintaining the acquired spaces.

We affirm the importance of the Resolutions and Decisions of the Forum of Ministers of
Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean and of the United Nations Environment
Assembly as instruments to accelerate and deepen the implementation and fulfilment of the
2030 Agenda, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the Addis Ababa Action
Agenda, the NDCs of the Paris Agreement , the New Urban Agenda and the Montevideo
Consensus on population and development, promoting international and regional cooperation
through broad South-South and Triangular Cooperation schemes.

SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION

In relation to Sustainable Consumption and Production, we recognize the importance of
working on the transformation of production and consumption patterns as a fundamental axis
to achieve a sustainable production and consumption model to live in balance and harmony
with Mother Earth and thus restore the health and integrity of ecosystems, and at the same
time developing of plans, programs and systems to achieve SDGs 1 and 2 (Zero Hunger and
Ending Poverty).

In that order of ideas, we invite the States to join efforts for the development of plans, programs
and public policies to promote sustainable production initiatives; for this, the efficient
management of shared natural resources and the way in which toxic waste and pollutants are
eliminated are important. It is also important to urge industries, businesses and consumers to
recycle and reduce waste, as well as to support developing countries to move towards
sustainable consumption patterns by 2030, and we believe it is urgent to invest resources in



the scientific sector for the promotion of research aimed at the creation of sustainable
production systems.

RIGHTS AND GOVERNANCE

Regarding the Human Rights and Environmental Governance axis, we celebrate the progress
made with the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Access
to Justice in Environmental Matters, adopted this year in Escazl, Costa Rica. In line with this,
we call for all the States present to give a clear message to the public through their
subscription, ratification and early implementation, with the consequent adaptation of their
regulatory frameworks.

In virtue of the role that civil society organizations play and the growing vulnerability that this
implies, we ask governments to establish mechanisms for the effective protection of Earth
defenders, contemplating the guarantee of the right to fight for a dignified life, as well as the
elimination of all type of political persecution of which we are subject to as major groups and
other relevant stakeholders in the community. We celebrate the UN Environment
Environmental Rights initiative, as well as the session dedicated to the theme of The Guardian
newspaper, to raise awareness and expand the dissemination of this topic

On the other hand, the recognition of our valuable contributions to sustainable development
must be translated into concrete and transparent mechanisms for the participation of civil
society in decision-making processes at the local, national, regional and global levels - with
emphasis on this Forum, the UNEA and its subsidiary bodies - from the beginning of
negotiations to the stages of agreement, implementation, control, accountability and
improvement. In this regard, we request that these key messages be incorporated as an annex
to the Political Declaration that emanates from this meeting.

DETOXIFICATION

Regarding the axis of detoxification, it is essential to accelerate commitments and decisions
for the protection of the oceans from the process of acidification and pollution, considering
their vital contribution to the balance of the global climate, their relevance as a way of life and
habitat for many species. In this context, progress must be made towards the full
implementation and promotion of synergies between the Rotterdam, Stockholm, Basel and
Minamata Conventions.

More specifically, the reduction of plastic marine pollution should be based on the
precautionary principle, aiming at promoting integrated waste management in each
community and guaranteeing that the waste that cannot be avoided, is done through a final
environmentally sound disposal process, with a view to prevent its entry into the water flows
towards the sea.

We recognize the commitments and the progress made in the Ozone Convention (Montreal
Protocol), for the detoxification of air, however greater commitment and international
cooperation in the region is required to achieve the development, implementation and
monitoring of air detoxification programs and the change in consumption models to reduce
pollution with the use of renewable energies.

Each year, more than 4 million people die prematurely from diseases attributable to household
air pollution as a result of the use of solid fuels, which is why the implementation of public
policies is necessary, as well as and health programs that encourage the reduction of air
pollution



ECOSYSTEMS AND BIODIVERSITY

Considering decision X / 33 of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity, in which Parties and other governments were invited to, in accordance with national
capacities and circumstances, integrate ecosystem-based adaptation approaches into
relevant strategies, such as adaptation plans and strategies, national action plans to combat
desertification, national strategies and action plans for desertification. biodiversity, and
sustainable land management strategies on biodiversity. We highlight the importance of
enhancing international cooperation in the management of special natural areas, and promote
comprehensive management with an ecosystem approach, relying on experiences from the
Corridors of Mesoamerica, the Caribbean, and the Amazon and Andean regions.

Based on Article 14, numeral "a", of the Convention on Biological Diversity, we ask States to
establish the appropriate procedures to demand the evaluation of the environmental impact of
their proposed projects, which may have important adverse effects for biological diversity, in
order to avoid or minimize such effects and, where appropriate, allow public participation in
these processes, especially when the proposed project is located in areas considered as
natural reserves or with great biological diversity.

In addition, it is important to have natural green accounting standards and instruments in
economic decision-making, recognizing the great importance of the protection of ecosystems
and biodiversity.

The restoration of ecosystems and environmental services should aim at food security, the
conservation of systems in a sustainable way, access to water as a fundamental right and
mitigation and adaptation to climate change.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Regarding climate change, the recent report issued by the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) highlights the urgent need for governments to increase their reduction
commitments in order to achieve the objective of keeping the global temperature increase
below 1.5 °C and ensuring the care and continuity of community life in all its expressions and
forms. To that end, cooperation policies between countries are urgently needed in order to
achieve adaptation, mitigation and resilience mechanisms according to the particularities of
Latin America and the Caribbean.

On the other hand, the accelerated effects of climate change will lead many inhabitants of our
region to levels of vulnerability that will force them to involuntary displacements and will lead
to the emergence of climate refugees. In view of this scenario, we believe it is necessary to
increase regional solidarity to face the challenges and migrations linked to the effects of
climate change in a joint and humanitarian manner.

Likewise, cooperation policies among countries urgently need to achieve adaptation,
mitigation and resilience mechanisms.



CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES

We believe that timely, inclusive and informed citizen participation is one of the main means
of implementing international agreements and national public policies. To this end the
promotion of environmental education from the States and with the support of the United
Nations Environment Programme and the entire UN System is a prerequisite.

Finally, we call on the international financial system not to promote levels of indebtedness that
put the economic, social and environmental sustainability of the States at risk, thus
conditioning the full development of countries and peoples.

We thank and note the remarkable effort and leadership role of Costa Rica in the Third United
Nations Environment Assembly and Argentina in this Forum giving us a space to not only
participate, but to collaborate in the decision-making process. In addition, we reiterate our
profound gratitude to UN Environment for the efforts made to achieve the participation of Civil
Society in the Regional Consultation Meeting and in the Forum of Ministers.

Declaracion de los Grupos Principales para la XXI Reunién del Foro de Ministros de
Medio Ambiente de América Latina y el Caribe (Buenos Aires, 2018).

Desde LACEMOS, por su nombre en inglés the “Latin America and the Caribbean
Engagement Mechanism”, una plataforma y a su vez un mecanismo que sirve como
interlocutor y para vincular la sociedad civil a los distintos espacios de toma de decisiones a
nivel local, nacional, regional e internacional, conformada por organizaciones acreditadas y
no acreditadas ante la ONU Medio Ambiente, y a su vez activistas y representantes de los
Grupos Principales y actores relevantes de distintos paises de la region:

Afirmamos la importancia de crear espacios de participacion para los Grupos Principales y
Actores Relevantes de la sociedad civil en la toma de decisiones y celebramos los avances
gue se han logrado en la XXI Reuniéon del Foro de Ministros de Medio Ambiente de América
Latina y el Caribe en relacién a ampliar la participacion de la sociedad civil y gracias a la
realizacién del taller de Consulta Regional a priori del Foro se pudo contar con insumos y al
mismo tiempo crear mas espacios de voz activa en relacion a los Didlogos Ministeriales que
antecedieron al Foro.

Reconocemos el papel y los esfuerzos de la ONU Medio Ambiente como secretaria del Foro
para lograr los referidos avances haciendo un camino para la participacion efectiva e
inclusiva, y como Sociedad Civil anhelamos sigamos adelante sin retrocesos conservando los
espacios conquistados.

Afirmamos la importancia de las Resoluciones y Decisiones del Foro de Ministros de Medio
Ambiente de América Latina y el Caribe y de la ANUMA como instrumentos para acelerar y
profundizar en la implementacién y cumplimiento de la Agenda 2030, el Marco de Accién de
Sendai, el Acuerdo de Accién de Addis Abeba, las NDCs del Acuerdo de Paris, la Nueva



Agenda Urbana y el Consenso de Montevideo, promoviendo la cooperacion internacional y
regional mediante esquemas amplios de Cooperacién Sur-Sur y Triangular.

CONSUMO Y PRODUCCION SOSTENIBLE

En relaciéon al Consumo y Produccién Sostenible, reconocemos la importancia de trabajar
la transformacion de los patrones de produccién y consumo, como un eje fundamental para
lograr un modelo de produccién y consumo sostenibles que nos permita vivir en equilibrio y
armonia con la Madre Tierra, y asi restablecer la salud y la integridad de los ecosistemas,
logrando al mismo tiempo el desarrollo de planes, programas y sistemas que permitan
alcanzar los ODS 1y 2 (Poner fin a la pobreza y acabar con el Hambre).

En ese orden de ideas, invitamos a los Estados a sumar esfuerzos para la creacion de planes,
programas y politicas publicas para la promocion del desarrollo de iniciativas de produccién
sostenible; para eso es importante la gestion eficiente de los recursos naturales compartidos,
y la forma en que se eliminan los desechos toxicos y los contaminantes. También es
importante instar a las industrias, los negocios y los consumidores a reciclar y reducir los
desechos, como asimismo apoyar a los paises en desarrollo a avanzar hacia patrones
sostenibles de consumo para 2030, y consideramos que es urgente invertir recursos en el
sector cientifico para el impulso de investigaciones destinadas a la creacion de sistemas
productivos sostenibles.

DERECHO Y GOBERNANZA

Respecto del eje de Derechos Humanos y Gobernanza Ambiental, celebramos los avances
alcanzados con el Acuerdo Regional sobre el Acceso a la Informacién, Participacion Publica
y Acceso a la Justicia en Asuntos Ambientales adoptado este afio en Escazu, Costa Rica. En
linea con ello, hacemos un llamado a que el conjunto de los Estados presentes en un mensaje
claro a la ciudadania a través de su suscripcion, ratificacion y pronta implementacion, con la
consecuente adaptacion de sus marcos normativos internos.

En virtud del rol que las organizaciones de la sociedad civil desempefiamos y la vulnerabilidad
creciente que ello implica, solicitamos a los gobiernos establecer mecanismos para la
proteccion efectiva de los defensores de la Tierra, contemplando la garantia del derecho a
luchar por una vida digna, asi como la eliminacién de todo tipo de persecucion politica de la
cual somos objeto los referentes de los grupos principales y otros actores relevantes de la
comunidad. Celebramos la iniciativa de Derechos Ambientales de ONU Medio Ambiente, asi
como la sesién dedicada a la tematica en el periédico The Guardian, para sensibilizar y
ampliar la difusién de esta tematica.

Por otro lado, el reconocimiento de nuestras valiosas contribuciones al desarrollo sostenible
debe traducirse en mecanismos concretos y transparentes de participacion de la sociedad
civil en procesos de toma de decisiones a nivel local, nacional, regional y global -con particular
énfasis en este Foro, la Asamblea de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente y sus
organos subsidiarios- desde el inicio de las negociaciones hasta las etapas de acuerdo,
implementacion, control, rendicidon de cuentas y mejora. En tal sentido, solicitamos que estos



mensajes clave sean incorporados como anexo a la Declaracion Politica que emane de esta
reunion.

DESINTOXICACION

En cuanto al eje de desintoxicacion, resulta fundamental acelerar compromisos y decisiones
para la proteccion de los océanos del proceso de acidificacion y contaminacion, considerando
su aporte vital al equilibrio al clima global, su relevancia como medio de vida y su condicion
de habitat para numerosas especies. En este contexto, debe avanzarse hacia la plena
implementacion y promocién de sinergias entre las Convenciones de Rotterdam, Estocolmo,
Basilea y Minamata.

Especificamente la reduccion de la contaminacién marina con plasticos debe apoyarse en el
principio precautorio, apuntando a promover una gestion integral de residuos en cada
localidad y garantizando que aquellos residuos que no puedan ser evitados, sean destinados
a una disposicion final ambientalmente correcta, con miras a prevenir su ingreso en los cursos
de agua que desembocan en el mar.

Reconocemos los compromisos y los avances logrados en las Convenciones Ozono
(Protocolo de Montreal), para la desintoxicacion del aire, sin embargo, se requiere de mayor
compromiso y cooperacion internacional en la region para lograr la creacion, implementacion
y seguimiento a programas de desintoxicacién del Aire y el cambio de los modelos de
consumo para reducir la contaminacion a través del uso de energias renovables.

Cada afio, mas de 4 millones de personas mueren prematuramente por enfermedades
atribuibles a la contaminacion del aire de los hogares como consecuencia del uso de
combustibles solidos, por esto es necesaria la implementacion de politicas publicas y
programas sanitarios que insten a la reduccion de la contaminacion del aire

ECOSISTEMAS Y BIODIVERSIDAD

Teniendo presente la decision X/33 de la Conferencia de las Partes en el Convenio sobre la
Diversidad Bioldgica, en la que se invité a las Partes y a otros gobiernos a que, de acuerdo
con las capacidades y circunstancias nacionales, integren los enfoques de la adaptacion
basados en los ecosistemas en estrategias pertinentes, tales como planes y estrategias de
adaptacion, planes de accion nacionales de lucha contra la desertificacion, estrategias y
planes de accién nacionales en materia de diversidad biologica, y estrategias de gestién
sostenible de la tierra sobre diversidad biolégica, destacamos la importancia de potenciar la
cooperacion internacional en la administracion de areas naturales especiales, y promover una
gestion integral con enfoque ecosistémico, apoyandose en experiencias como los corredores
mesoamericano, del Caribe, la Amazonia y los Andes.

Fundados en el articulo 14 literal “a” del Convenio sobre la Diversidad Biolégica, pedimos a
los Estados, establecer los procedimientos apropiados para exigir la evaluacién del impacto



ambiental de sus proyectos propuestos que puedan tener efectos adversos importantes para
la diversidad biologica con miras a evitar o reducir al minimo esos efectos y, cuando proceda,
permitir la participacion del publico en esos procedimientos, sobre todo cuando el proyecto
propuesto sea en zonas consideradas como reservas naturales o con gran diversidad
bioldgica.

Ademas, es necesario contar con normativas e instrumentos de contabilidad verde natural en
la toma de decisiones econdmicas reconociendo la gran importancia de la proteccion de los
ecosistemas y la biodiversidad.

La restauracién de ecosistemas y servicios ambientales deberia apuntar a la seguridad
alimentaria, la conservacion de los sistemas de una forma sostenible, el acceso al agua como
derecho fundamental y la mitigacién y adaptacion al cambio climatico.

CAMBIO CLIMATICO

Respecto del cambio climatico, el reciente reporte emitido por el Grupo Intergubernamental
de Expertos sobre Cambio Climatico (IPCC) pone de manifiesto la urgente necesidad de que
los gobiernos eleven sus compromisos de reduccion a fin de lograr el objetivo de mantener el
incremento de la temperatura global por debajo de 1.5 °C y asegurar asi, el cuidado y
continuidad de la comunidad de la vida en todas sus expresiones y formas. Para ello, urgen
politicas de cooperacion entre los paises, a fin de lograr mecanismos de adaptacion,
mitigacion y resiliencia acordes a las particularidades de América Latina y el Caribe.

Por otra parte, los efectos acelerados del cambio climatico llevaran a muchos habitantes de
nuestra region a niveles de vulnerabilidad que los forzara a desplazamientos involuntarios y
eso dara lugar al surgimiento de refugiados climaticos. En vista de este escenario,
consideramos necesario aumentar la solidaridad regional para afrontar los desafios y las
migraciones vinculadas a los efectos del Cambio Climatico de forma conjunta y humanitaria.

De igual forma urgen politicas de cooperacion entre los paises para lograr mecanismos de
adaptacion, mitigacion y resiliencia.

TEMAS TRANSVERSALES

Consideramos que la participacion ciudadana oportuna, inclusiva e informada es uno de los
principales medios de implementacion de acuerdos internacionales y politicas publicas
nacionales, para lo cual es requisito indispensable la promocién de la educacion ambiental
desde los Estados y con apoyo de la ONU Medio Ambiente y todo el sistema de Naciones
Unidas.



Finalmente, hacemos un llamado al sistema financiero internacional a no promover niveles
de endeudamiento que pongan en riesgo la sustentabilidad econdémica, social y ambiental de
los Estados, aspirando asi al desarrollo pleno de los paises y de los pueblos.

Agradecemos y hacemos notables los esfuerzos y papel de liderazgo de Costa Rica en la
ANUMA 3 y de Argentina en este foro dandonos espacio de voz para mas que participar,
colaborar el proceso de toma de decisiones. Ademas, reiteramos nuestro profundo
agradecimiento a la ONU Medio Ambiente por los esfuerzos realizados para lograr la
participacién de la Sociedad Civil en la Reunién Regional de Consulta y en el Foro de
Ministros.
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