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On track for delivery at 
UNEA-4

• 2-year process nearing completion. Hundreds of authors 
and stakeholders involved.

• Draft of the Summary for Policy Makers available in 1 
week

• Process now largely funded thanks to stepped-up UN 
Environment core resources and support from: Norway, EU, 
Italy, Switzerland, Denmark, China, Mexico, Singapore, 
Egypt, Thailand, Netherlands, Germany.

• Scientific Advisory Panel has provided a positive opinion on 
the scientific integrity of the Global Environment Outlook 
process.

• They were particularly impressed with the peer review 
process, the geographic and gender balance achieved and 
the extent to which the Secretariat adopted the Panel’s 
recommendations.

• UN Environment Chief Scientist has convened major UN 
assessments (IPCC, IPBES, IRP, GSDR and GEO) to compare 
success stories and identify synergies across these 
assessments.
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Some Numbers

• Members of Advisory Bodies: 78 [High Level Group – 33; Scientific Advisory 
Panel – 23; Assessment Methodology Group – 12]

• Authors: 146 [Authors – 120; Young Fellows- 26]
• Quality Assurance: 41 [Review Editors- 36; Science and Copy Editors- 5]
• UN Team: 301 [UN Environment chapter coordinators- 15; GEO-6 core team-

7; Wider team of UN expert reviewers- 279]
• Peer Reviewers: >1,370 [Technical reviewers- 1,006; Intergovernmental 

reviewers and government review focal points- 364 (noting that each 
government focal point coordinates inputs from several experts)]
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Some Numbers
• In total the GEO-6 assessment has been reviewed five times at different stages 

of its development and the process has yielded a total of 14,388 comments
that were addressed by the authors.

• The gender and geographical balance in all advisory bodies and in the 
community of authors was ensured through close collaboration between the 
UN Environment team and the Scientific Advisory Panel

• The GEO-6 Global process was completed over a period of 18 months, with a 
total of 7 face-to face meetings organized and several hundred virtual 
conference calls to coordinate and support advisory bodies and the community 
of authors



Thematic Assessments

Unique cross-sectoral and forward looking 
analysis by GEO-6
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Overview of Member State Negotiation
The GEO-6 Summary for Policy Makers

• Planned from Jan. 21-24, 2019 in Nairobi
• All Member States invited to send delegations
• Regional Groupings invited to nominate co-chairs and vice-chairs
• Negotiating the wording of a 30-page document with 10 graphics
• Summary for Policy Makers must be a fair reflection of what is present in the 

main Global Environment Outlook report
• Advance English version of the draft Summary for Policy Makers sent to 

Member States by Nov. 14 (2 months prior to negotiation)
• Comments on the draft Summary for Policy Makers are welcome before the 

negotiation meeting
• Embargoed copy of main GEO-6 report available to Member States the week 

of Dec. 3, 2018.



Format of the negotiation

• Main negotiation will be done in full Plenary
• 6 breakout rooms available to Member States for daily preparations
• Schedule of negotiation is 10h00 to 13h00 and 15h00 to 18h00 each 

day
• Simultaneous translation during the main daily negotiating sessions
• If negotiations need to continue past these times, simultaneous 

translation will not be available
• Breakout rooms can be used for ‘friends of the chair’ groupings, 

where difficult issues can be discussed and solutions brought back to 
plenary



Other details

• Negotiation will follow UN Environment Assembly rules
• Co-chairs and vice-chairs will be elected on the first day of the 

negotiation
• Secretariat will fund one negotiator from each developing country 

who wishes to attend
• Secretariat will make efforts to fund negotiators from economies in 

transition, but funding is limited
• Coordinating lead authors and the co-chairs of the main Global 

Environment Outlook report will be present to assist with any ‘line of 
sight’ issues
• Major Groups and Stakeholders will be present as observers
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