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Outline

ÅScene setting

ÅPreparing for the future

ÅFood for thoughts

ÅOBJECTIVE: steer discussion and get views from 
countries participating in the meeting on possible 
elements that could help preparing for the future 
in the sustainable monitoring of POPs
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SCENE SETTING

Åmonitoring embedded in the Stockholm Convention text (art 16 
and 15) 

Åseveral reports prepared for COP8 (2017) assessed status quo 
and provided forward looking recommendations on POPs 
monitoring

ÅStockholm Convention is a dynamic convention and new 
chemicals are evaluated and listed - challenges for Parties, 
laboratories and monitoring programmes
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Setting the scene for POPs monitoring
ÅMonitoring data gathered through the global monitoring plan are compiled and 

analysed every six years in the regional monitoring reports and the global monitoring 
report. The global monitoring report is developed on the basis of the regional 
monitoring reports and constitutes one of the major sources of information for 
the effectiveness evaluation under Article 16 of the Stockholm Convention.

ÅTwo sets of the Global Monitoring Plan regional reports (2008 and 2014) -
approved by COP4 (2009) and COP6 (2015) : 

http://chm.pops.int/Programmes/GlobalMonitoringPlan/MonitoringReports/tabid/525/Default.aspx

ÅTwo rounds of large capacity building projects for POPs monitoring in three UN 
regions - Africa, Asia, Pacific and GRULAC

ñGMP1ò - completed

ñGMP2ò - ongoing 

future - ?

ÅEffectiveness evaluation report of the Stockholm Convention (released for COP8) in 
2017 also looked into progress in implementation and provided conclusions and 
some recommendations

http://chm.pops.int/TheConvention/ConferenceoftheParties/Meetings/COP8/tabid/5309/Default.aspx
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Main findings in relation to POPs monitoring

ÅAir: For most ñlegacy POPsò (those 12 substances listed when the Convention entered 
into force in 2004), concentrations in air have declined and continue to decline or remain 
at low levels due to restrictions on POPs that predated the Stockholm Convention and 
have been maintained since. For many ñnewly listed POPsò (those POPs listed after 
2004) concentrations in air in some regions are beginning to show declining tendencies, 
although in a few instances, increasing and/or stable levels are observed.

ÅHuman tissues : In regions with sufficient data to evaluate changes over time, levels of 
legacy POPs such as polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins and dibenzofurans (PCDD/PCDF), 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB), and DDT/DDE, including their transformation products, 
have generally declined in human tissues. For the newly listed POPs, information 
regarding changes over time is very limited. Based on studies available from the Western 
Europe and Others Group and from Asia Pacific, the levels of brominated diphenyl ethers 
(BDEs) and perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS) seem to be gradually declining.

ÅWater : Temporal trend information for PFOS in water is very limited. Differences in 
sampling locations and in detection limits preclude any robust assessment of trends for 
now. 
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Main findings in relation to POPs monitoring

ÅSince its entry into force, the Stockholm Convention has 
catalyzed POPs monitoring activities and research worldwide
and triggered increased awareness and knowledge about these 
chemicals.

ÅThese developments have been underpinned by increased POPs 
monitoring data availability and coverage at the global scale, 
most notably due to the capacity -building activities carried 
out in the regions, strategic partnerships in place between 
emerging and well -established monitoring programmes, 
increased national commitment and sustained donor support. 

ÅLong term viability of existing monitoring programmes (air 
and human bio -monitoring) was and continues to be essential
to ensure that changes in concentrations over time can be investigated 
to support the evaluation of the effectiveness of the Convention . 

6Global Monitoring Report, UNEP/POPS/COP.8/21/Add.1 



Ambient air monitoring

Å Coordinated activities in Europe (EMEP) and North America (IADN)

Å Development of the passive air monitoring networks was driven by the 

scientists: GAPS, MONET, LAPAN, and other regional networks

Å Methodological studies improved understanding and interpretation of data 

from passive sampling networks

Å Available data are already sufficient for assessment of long-term trends

Å Local efforts and capacity building stem from existing large-scale efforts



Active and passive air sampling techniques



Active and passive air sampling techniques
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