


Process 

 

• Initial outline to  Member States -March 2017 

• Assessment of  the latest science on all forms of pollution  

•  Presentations to the CPR at regular intervals 

• Advance report - June 2017 

• Consultations with a large constituency 

• Collecting and responding to more than 600 comments received from 
all over the world 

• Launch – Minamata COP1, 28 September 2017  



• Based on the GEO regional reports, 
GEO-6 thematic drafts, and other 
sources 

• Combining state, trends and impact 
analysis per pollution theme 

• Indicating economic costs of inaction 

Section 1: Evidence of a polluted planet: 
the science, impacts and economic costs 



Number of deaths attributable to environment factors, in 2012,  
by WHO region  





Major sources of today’s pollution 



Costs of pollution 



• Analysing environmental governance 
framework in relation to pollution 

• Highlighting the central role of 
multistakeholder and multi-level 
engagement  

• Demonstrating how addressing pollution 
is contributing to achieving multiple 
Sustainable Development Goals and 
targets 

• Identifying main challenges and gaps for 
impactful action 

Section 2: Addressing pollution: 
Governance frameworks, challenges and 
opportunities in the context of the 2030 
Agenda 



Implementation gaps 

Knowledge gaps 

Infrastructure gaps 

Limited leadership by financial institutions and industry 

Mispricing, the invisibility of ecosystem values and externalization 
of pollution costs  

Insufficient recognition by different actors that consumer choices 
have pollution consequences.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gaps and Challenges identified   



Action on pollution can contribute to achieve many Sustainable 
Development Goals 



Example: National actions on improving air quality in the world  

Source: UNEP 2016. Actions on Air Quality  

Standards and 
Regulations  

UNEP 2016  



Section 3: A  Framework for a Transition to 
a Pollution Free Planet 

• Highlighting key Principles for Action 

• Identifying Enablers and System –
Wide Transformations required 

• Highlighting targeted interventions by 
pollution areas 

 



A Framework of Actions is proposed  

  

 Targeted interventions, based on risk assessments and scientific evidence of 

impacts, to address:  i. ‘hard-hitting’ pollutants; ii. Areas  of pollution (air, water, 

marine and coastal, land/soil) including cross-cutting categories (e.g. chemicals, 

waste) 

 

 System-wide transformations at the economy level  

 

guided and underpinned by: 

 

Principles : universality, sustainability, integration, precaution and inclusiveness 

 

Enablers, or broader supporting actions, that aim to shift incentives, correct market and 

policy failures and address some of the gaps and issues that make pollution so pervasive 

and persistent.  



We need to work together towards system-wide transformations 

Multiple benefits:   health, economic productivity, environmental justice 
 

Ensuring  rights of people to a healthy environment 
 

Markets are changing and expanding opportunities to grow but also be clean:  

• Competitiveness and first mover advantages 

• Green technologies, ecosystems-based solutions 

• Innovative project finance  
 

Social perceptions are changing and demands for a healthy environment are 
increasing 

• Civil society 

• Non governmental organizations 

• Media 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
In conclusion: Five overarching messages from the report  

A global compact on pollution would make pollution prevention a 
priority for all 
 

Environmental governance needs to be strengthened at all levels  
 

Sustainable consumption and production needs to  be promoted with 
waste reduction and management  prioritized  
 

Investment in cleaner production  technologies would  help to 
counter pollution, alongside increased funding for pollution 
monitoring, infrastructure, management and control 
 

Multi-stakeholder partnerships/coalitions  and collaborations would 
facilitate the addressing of gaps  


