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Decision 1G. 21/9: Terms of Reference of the Bureau of the Contracting Parties to Barcelona

Convention

(Consolidated text) *

Amended by:

Decision IG. 22/15: UNEP (DEPI)/MED IG. 22/28

Composition and tenure

Article |

1. The Bureau of the Contracting Parties shall be composed of representatives of six

Contracting Parties elected by the Ordinary Meetings of the Contracting Parties to the
Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the
Mediterranean and its Protocols.

Article 11

1.

The members of the Bureau shall serve as the President, the four Vice-Presidents and the
Rapporteur and shall be elected at the commencement of the first sitting of each ordinary
meeting.

A representative of the State hosting the meeting of the Contracting Parties shall be elected
President of the Bureau and act in such capacity until a new President is elected at the next
Meeting of the Contracting Parties.

In electing the members of the Bureau, the Contracting Parties shall seek to ensure rotation
amongst the Contracting Parties, and will take into account regular payment of the
contributions of the Contracting Parties to the MTF and regular attendance at the meetings
of the Contracting Parties and compliance with their reporting obligations under the
Convention.

Two members of the Bureau will be elected from each of the three groups of Parties to the
Convention.

A representative of the State that is going to host the following meeting of the Contracting
Parties shall be one of the members of the Bureau. In case of no decision in this regard at the
moment of the election of the Bureau members, a representative of that State will become an
ex-officio member of the Bureau from the moment a decision is made on the venue.

Article 11

The members of the Bureau are elected in their personal capacity and shall hold office
until the election of the new Bureau at the next Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties.
At least four members shall be replaced at each ordinary meeting, and no State may be a
member of the Bureau for more than two consecutive periods, except for ex- officio members,
as established in Article 11 (5).

In case of temporary absence of the President, one of the Vice-Presidents designated by
him/her shall serve as President of the Bureau.

If a member of the Bureau resigns or otherwise becomes unable to complete his term of
office, a representative of the same Contracting Party shall be named by the
Contracting Party concerned to replace him/her for the remainder of his/her mandate.

The Coordinator shall assist the Bureau in its work and shall sit ex-officio on the
Bureau.

! The consolidated text integrates the text of the Terms of Reference of the Bureau as contained in Annex | to Decision I1G. 21/9
with the subsequent amendment adopted by Decision 1G. 22/15 of the 19" Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the
Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean and its Protocols for ease
of reference only.
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Meetings

Article IV

1.

The work of the Bureau will be carried out both by electronic means (audio and
teleconferences and email) and through face-to-face meetings. The Bureau shall meet at least
twice a year for a two or three day period, in regular meetings, and in extraordinary
meetings, upon one month's notice, as may be necessary for the efficient discharge of its
duties upon the summons of its President or upon request by one of its members.

Unless decided differently, the Bureau shall hold its meetings at the Headquarters of the
Coordinating Unit. In case a Contracting Party offers to host a meeting of the Bureau, it shall
bear the additional costs of holding the meeting in a venue other than the Coordinating Unit
Headquarters.

The Bureau members may be accompanied to the meetings of the Bureau by advisors, as they
may consider appropriate. Travel costs of advisors are born by the relevant Contracting Party.

Organizational matters

Article V

1.

The meetings of the Bureau shall be convened by the Secretariat in consultation with the
President of the Bureau.

2. Invitations to the meetings of the Bureau shall be sent out by the Secretariat to the
members of the Bureau.

3. All Contracting Parties of the Convention which are not members of the Bureau shall be
informed about the intent to hold a meeting of the Bureau and of about the agenda.

4. The Bureau may invite any Contracting Party which so requests to participate as an observer
in its deliberations on any matter of particular concern to that Party, on their own expense.

5. The Secretariat shall, in consultation with the President of the Bureau, prepare the draft
Agenda for each Bureau meeting, which can be completed or amended by the members of
the Bureau, giving adequate advance notice to that effect.

6. Once finalized the Agenda of the Bureau shall be shared with all Contracting Parties.

Article VI
1. The Secretariat shall prepare the documents needed for the discussion of the various agenda

items. These documents shall be sent one month before the meeting and shall include as a
minimum the following:

e provisional agenda and annotated provisional agenda;

e status of contributions and letters requesting payment or reminders, as
appropriate;

e status of funds committed;

e progress reports of the Coordinating Unit and the MAP Components on
activities carried out;

e recommendations on specific questions;

e identification of the main international and national events, whose results
contribute to a better knowledge of environmental development and of
sustainable development in the region and which may provide a sounder basis for
decision making.
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Article VII

1.
2.

The working languages of the meetings of the Bureau shall be English and French.

The Bureau adopts its decisions by consensus. In cases where consensus cannot be reached,
decisions will be made with the favorable vote of four members of the Bureau but the
dissenting opinions should be reflected in the report of the meeting.

The reports of the Meetings of the Bureau consist of conclusions and recommendations of the
Bureau meetings drafted by the Rapporteur with the support of the Secretariat and adopted in
session. The final edited report shall be distributed in the working languages of the Bureau
by electronic means, as soon as available, but no later than one month after the meeting, to
the focal points of the Contracting Parties. Such reports shall also be made available to
the ordinary meeting of the Contracting Parties taking place subsequently after the relevant
meetings of the Bureau, as information documents.

Representatives of a Party taking part in the Bureau proceedings or meetings may use a
language other than the working languages of the Bureau, only if that party provides for
the interpretation.

Article VIII

1. The members of the Bureau shall consult before the meetings of the Bureau, with the focal

points of the Contracting Parties of the group of Parties to the Convention from which they
were elected, on the issues of the agenda of the meetings.

General Mandate

Article IX

1.

2.

The Bureau members serve as the officers of the meetings or conferences of the
Contracting Parties.

The Bureau is not a negotiating body. In the intersessional period between ordinary
meetings of the Contracting Parties, and on their behalf, the Bureau reviews and
evaluates progress in the implementation of the Convention and its protocols, and the
decisions of the Contracting Parties, and provides guidance and advice to the Secretariat on
all policy and administrative matters related to such implementation.

The Bureau makes recommendations, as appropriate, for consideration at the following
meeting of the Contracting Parties, on issues of the agenda of that meeting, and overviews the
preparations for those meetings including advice to the Secretariat on how to enhance the
preparations, efficiency and results of the meetings of the Contracting Parties, and on any
other matters brought to it by the Secretariat.

The Bureau carries out interim activities as may be necessary to execute the decisions of the
Contracting Parties and performs any other function as may be entrusted to it by the
Conference of the Parties.

The Bureau works together with the Secretariat on measures to enhance the functioning of
the Secretariat and MAP Components, taking into account, inter alia, cost benefit analyses,
performance and success indicators. To this aim, an evaluation report shall be submitted to
Meetings of the Contracting Parties to facilitate on future planning of the Barcelona System.
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Programme of Work and Budget

Article X

1. The Bureau shall provide guidance to the Secretariat on the preparation of the draft work
programme and budget proposals for the next biennium including on the indicative planning
figure in line with MAP’s planning processes.

2. Atits meetings, the Bureau shall consider the draft work programme and budget proposals
prepared by the Secretariat and make recommendations to the Conference of the Parties.

External Relations

Article XI

1. The Bureau may, in periods between the meetings of the Contracting Parties, review the
relations with similar regional Conventions and Action Plans, international financial
institutions and programmes and relevant Intergovernmental and non- governmental
organizations. In cooperation with the Coordinating Unit, the Bureau may submit to the
meetings of the Contracting Parties policy proposals concerning such a relationship.

Emergency Situations

Article XII

1. The Bureau shall decide, during its meetings or by electronic means, with the Coordinating
Unit, on responses in case of emergency situations and shall take emergency measures within
the functions and financial resources of the Convention and Action Plan to deal with
events requiring immediate action. The Contracting Parties shall be informed of any such
decision within two months of its adoption.
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ALBANIA

ALGERIA

BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA

CROATIA

CYPRUS

EGYPT

EU

FRANCE

GREECE

ISRAEL

ITALY

LEBANON

LIBYA

MALTA

MONACO

MOROCCO

MONTENEGRO

SLOVENIA

SPAIN

SYRIA

TUNISIA

TURKEY

st
79/81

PRE

VPR

RAP

VPR

PRE

2nd
81/83

VPR

PRE*

RAP

3rd
83/85**

VPR

VPR

RAP

4th
85/87

VPR

PRE

VPR

RAP

5th
97/89

VPR

PRE

RAP

VPR

6th
89/91

RAP

PRE

VPR

VPR

7th
91/93

PRE

RAP

VPR

VPR

gth
93/95

VPR

RAP

VPR

VPR

VPR

PRE

gth
95/97

VPR

VPR

VPR

VPR

PRE

RAP

10th
97/99

VPR

VPR

VPR

RAP

PRE

VPR
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ALBANIA

ALGERIA

BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA

CROATIA

CYPRUS

EGYPT

EU

FRANCE

GREECE

ISRAEL

ITALY

LEBANON

LIBYA

MALTA

MONACO

MOROCCO

MONTENEGRO

SLOVENIA

SPAIN

SYRIA

TUNISIA

TURKEY

11th
99/01

VPR

VPR

VPR

RAP

PRE

VPR

12th
01/03

VPR

RAP

VPR

PRE

VPR

VPR

13th
03/05

VPR

VPR

VPR

VPR

RAP

PRE

14th
05/07

VPR

VPR

PRE

RAP

VPR

VPR

15th
07/09

VPR

RAP

VPR

PRE

VPR

VPR

16t
09/11

RAP

VPR

VPR

VPR

VPR

PRE

17th
11/13

VPR

PRE

RAP

VPR

VPR

VPR

18th
13/15

RAP

VPR

VPR

VPR

VPR

PRE

19th
16/17

VPR

VPR

PRE

RAP

VPR

VPR

* Italy assumed the Presidency after the resignation of the French Minister
** President: Yugoslavia
Updated October 2017






