Freshwater

Providing access to safe and sustainable drinking water
and sanitation is essential to protect human health

The water, sanitation and health agenda in the pan-European region remains unfinished. Every day

14 people die of diarrhoea due to inad water, sanitation and hygi More than 60 million
people in the region lack access to adequate sanitation facilities and 14 million people do not enjoy
access to basu: drinking water.The growing impacts of climate change, population growth and f More than
urk p I chall to ensuring access to water and sanitation for all. 4.3 million people
still rely on surface water
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Wastewater treatment in the region has improved during the last 15-20 years. However, in A
South-Eastern Europe, Eastern Europe, the C the Russian Fed ion and Central Asia,

significant volumes of wastewater are still collected and discharged without treatment.
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The Protocol on Water and Health to the UNECE Water Convention is a legally binding instrument that requires Parties to set national
and local targets covering the entire water cycle, including sanitation. The aim is to protect human health and well-being through im-
proved water management, including the protection of water ec and by p! ing, ce ing and reducing water-related
diseases. The Protocol’s forthcoming programme of work for 2017-2019 sets an objective to strengthen countries’ capacities and
scaling up risk-based management approaches in water supply and sanitation. The Protocol’s cross-sectoral planning and accounta-
bility approach offers a practical framework to translate into speclﬁc national targets in order to achieve the ambitions of SDG 6, in-

cluding notably target 6.3 to halve the proportion of and to suk ially increase water recycling and safe
reuse.
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