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1. Background and context 

At its twenty-seventh session (being its first session with universal membership), held on 18-22 February 2013, 

the United Nations Environment Programme’s (UNEP) Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment 

Forum welcomed the Global Chemicals Outlook, recognized the significance of its findings, and “requested the 

Executive Director to continue work on the GCO, particularly in areas where data were found to be lacking or 

inadequate, and to enhance transparency through regionally balanced stakeholder involvement, inter alia, 

with a view to developing in the future a tool for assessing progress towards the achievement of the sound 

management of chemicals and hazardous wastes, including the existing 2020 goal, taking into account and 

building upon other existing sources of information”. 

The United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-2), through Resolution 2/7 on the sound management of 

chemicals and waste “recalled the request to the Executive Director, in Governing Council decision 27/12, to 

continue work on the Global Chemicals Outlook, particularly in areas where data were found to be lacking or 

inadequate, to assess progress towards the 2020 goal”. 

Furthermore, the Executive Director was requested “to submit by the end of 2018 an update of the Global 

Chemicals Outlook, including a summary for policymakers, addressing inter alia the work carried out 

particularly in relation to lacking or inadequate data to assess progress towards the 2020 goal, the 

development of non-chemical alternatives, and the linkages between chemicals and waste, in coordination 

with the Global Waste Management Outlook, and providing scientific input and options for implementation of 

actions to reach relevant Sustainable Development Goals and targets up to and beyond 2020”. The resolution 

also requested “the Executive Director to ensure that the updated Global Chemicals Outlook addresses the 

issues which have been identified as emerging policy issues by the International Conference on Chemicals 

Management, as well as other issues where emerging evidence indicates a risk to human health and the 

environment”. 

 

2. Purpose and Composition 

The GCO–II Steering Committee is an advisory body to the UN Environment, Division of Economy, Chemicals 

and Waste Branch to support the development of the GCO-II. It provides strategic directions and guidance on 

all aspects of GCO-II development, as well as technical inputs, where applicable. 



 

The Steering Committee is composed of representatives from governments, non-government organizations 

(including civil society, industry/private sector, and academia) and inter-governmental organizations. 

In identifying members, all efforts were made to establish a regionally-, gender-, sector- and 

competence/skills-balanced Committee. 

The Steering Committee includes at least two representatives per UN region, and reflects a balanced 

representation between developed countries and developing countries and countries with economies in 

transition, and a balanced representation between governments and other stakeholders. 

The Steering Committee members possess broad areas of expertise or discipline relevant to the preparation of 

GCO-II. 

3. Responsibilities of the Steering Committee 

The Steering Committee is responsible for: 

a. reviewing and adopting its Terms of Reference; 

b. providing guidance on all aspects of planning and implementing the GCO-II; 

c. reviewing the proposed outline of the GCO-II and advising on the structure and scope of review 

papers and the final GCO-II;  

d. seeking to reconcile and resolve differences in opinions and approaches, whenever possible. 

 

4. Responsibilities of Steering Group Members 

The role of the individual member of the Steering Committee includes: 

a. participating in Steering Committee meetings;  

b. providing inputs to and reviewing written outputs prepared for the GCO-II; 

c. consulting with other stakeholders, such as developing countries and countries with economies in 

transition, academic institutions, industry associations, professional organisations, and relevant public 

interest NGOs in order to broaden the range of perspectives; 

d. Supporting and contributing to Secretariat’s  communication and outreach efforts to promote and 

disseminate the GCO-II development and outcomes; 

e. promoting the strategic relevance and outcomes of the GCO-II. 

Individual members are committed to: 

a. providing guidance to the Secretariat and authors during and between meetings of the Committee; 

b. checking adherence of project activities to standards of best practice. 

 

5. Responsibilities of the Secretariat 

The secretariat for GCO-II is provided by the UN Environment, Economy Division, Chemicals and Waste Branch.  

The secretariat will be responsible for:  

a. organizing the meetings of the Steering Committee; 

b. providing suggestions on content and direction; 

c. proposing and implementing a communication strategy to promote and disseminate the GCO-II 

development and outcomes; 

d. providing timely updates on progress;  



 

e. informing of any significant changes to the work time line; 

f. editing final content and publishing GCO-II 

 

6. Steering Group Meetings 

GCO-II Steering Committee meetings are held at least once a year, or when major milestones are reached. 

It is anticipated that the Steering Committee will not meet more than four times over the period  

December 2016 - December 2018.  Teleconference calls will be held as needed during this time frame. Careful 

attention should be held on scheduling the timing of the Steering Committee meeting in light of the expected 

busy calendar related to the many chemicals and waste related upcoming international events and 

conferences. 

GCO-II Steering Committee meetings will be co-moderated by experts identified by the secretariat. 

Moderators may include members of the Steering Committee.  

To the greatest extent possible, the Steering Committee will achieve consensus. Where Steering Committee 

members disagree, statements of majority and minority opinions, or dissenting statements will be included in 

written outputs.  

7. GCO-II Milestones  

October 2016    Steering committee established 

15-16 December 2016   First meeting of the Steering Committee 

May 2017     Second meeting of the Steering Committee 

March 2018     Global GCO-II workshop/ consultation 

June 2018     Third meeting of the Steering Committee 

September 2018    GCO-II summary report  

 
 

  



 

Members of the GCO-II Steering Committee 

(revised, February 2017) 

As recommended by the first Steering Committee, this provisional list should include the 

following additional representatives whose names should be proposed by the Secretariat to 

be adopted by the committee at its second meeting: 

 A private sector member representing the “downstream user” or companies using 

chemicals in their products 

 A government representative from the Latin American and Caribbean region to be 

added to increase the regional representation 

Title Country/ Institution 

Governments 

Leticia Carvalho 
Director of Department 
Department of Environmental Quality in Industry 
Ministry of the Environment 
SEPN 505, Bloco B, EDF. Marie Prendi Cruz, Sala T-14, térreo 
70.730-542 Brasília 
Brazil 
Tel.: +55 6120 282070 
leticia.carvalho@mma.gov.br  

Brazil 

Suzanne Leppinen 
Director 
Safe Environments Directorate 
Health Canada 
269 Laurier Av. West, 5

th
 floor 

K1P 5J9 Ottawa 
Canada 
Tel:  +1 613 941 8071 
suzanne.leppinen@hc-sc.gc.ca 

Canada 

Kouame Georges Kouadio 
Directeur Géneral  
Direction Génerale de l’Environnement 
Ministère de l’Environnement, de la Salubrité Urbaine et du 
Développement Durable 
Cité Administrative Tour D, 10ème Etage, BP 650  
20 Abidjan 
Côte d’Ivoire 
Tel: +225 07 76 47 29 
adrohpango@gmail.com 

Côte d’Ivoire 

Jutta Emig  
Head of Unit  
International Chemical Safety and Sustainable Chemistry Unit 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, 
Building and Nuclear Safety 
Krausenstrasse 17-18 
10117 Berlin 
Germany 
Tel.: +49 3018 305 2710 

Germany 
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mailto:adrohpango@gmail.com


 

jutta.emig@bmud.bund.de 

(Alternate: Vassilios Karavezyris:  
Vassilios.Karavezyris@bmub.bund.de ) 

Mungath Kutty 
Additional Secretary 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
Room No. 505, Fifth floor, Prithivi Block 
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan 
Jor Bagh Road 
Ali Ganj 
110003 New Delhi 
India 
Tel.: +91 11 246 95 266 
kuttydm@ias.nic.in 

(Alternate: M.K. Gangeya - m.gangeya@gov.in, 
mgangeya@gmail.com) 

India 

Heidar Ali Balouji 
Deputy Secretary  
National Authority for Chemicals Conventions 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Imam Khoemini Street 
Tehran 
Iran (The Islamic Republic of) 
Tel.: +98 21 6115 44 21 / +98 912 72 60 827 
balouji@yahoo.com 

Iran 

Sverre-Thomas Jahre 
Senior Adviser 
Norwegian Ministry of the Environment 
Department for Climate Change and Pollution Control  
P.O.Box 8013 Dep 
NO-0030 OSLO, Norway 
Phone: +47-22.24.90.90 / Direct: +47-22.24.63.67 /  
stj@md.dep.no; Sverre-Thomas.Jahre@kld.dep.no    

Norway 

Szymon Domagalski 
Senior Specialist 
Bureau for Chemical Substances 
Department for Dangerous Substances and Mixtures 
Dowborczyków 30/34 
90-019 Lodz 
Poland 
Tel.: +48 42 25 38 421 
sdomagalski@chemikalia.gov.pl  

Poland 

Vladimir Lenev 
Deputy Permanent Representative 
Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to International 
Organizations in Nairobi 
Lenana Road 
30049 Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel.: +254 722 204 490 
vladimirlenev@mail.ru 

Russia 

Ingela Andersson 
Director  
International Secretariat  
Swedish Chemicals Agency  
Box 2 SE‐ 172 13 Sundbyberg  

Sweden 
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mailto:kuttydm@ias.nic.in
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Sweden  
Tel. +46‐8‐51941119  
ingela.andersson@kemi.se   

Felix Wertli 
Head of Global Affairs Section, International 
Affairs Division, Federal Office for  
the Environment, 
3003 Bern 
Switzerland  
Felix.Wertli@bafu.admin.ch  

Switzerland 

Katherine Weber 
Foreign Affairs Officer  
Office of Environmental Quality and Transboundary Issues 
Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific 
Affairs 
United States Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington DC 20520 
 +1 (202) 647-2252 
WeberKP@state.gov  

United States of America 

Mr. David Kapindula 
Principal Inspector 
Pesticides and Toxic Substances Section 
Zambia Environmental Management 
Agency 
P.O. Box 35131 
10101 Lusaka 
Zambia 
Tel.: +260 211 254 130 / +260 211 254 023 
dkapindula@zema.org.zm  
dkapindula@yahoo.com 

Zambia 

Mr. Bjorn Hansen 
Head of Unit 
Chemicals, Biocides & Nanomaterials 
European Commission 
Environment DG 
B-1049 Brussels, Belgium 
Bjorn.HANSEN@ec.europa.eu  

European Commission 

 member from Latin American and 
Caribbean region (TBD) 

Non-governmental organizations (incl. civil society, industry/private sector, labour, and academia) 

Christoph Neumann 
Director International Regulatory Affairs 
Crop Life International AISBL 
Avenue Louise 326, Box 35 
1050 Brussels 
Belgium 
Tel:   +32 2 542 04 12 
(Office number Germany: +49 761 59 32 81 23) 
Mobile: +32 498 11 9466 
christoph.neumann@croplife.org   

Croplife International 

Tatiana Santos  
Senior Policy Officer, Chemicals and Nanotechnology, European 
Environmental Bureau 
34, Bd. de Waterloo, B-1000 Brussels  
Belgium 

European Environmental Bureau 

mailto:ingela.andersson@kemi.se
mailto:Felix.Wertli@bafu.admin.ch
mailto:WeberKP@state.gov
mailto:dkapindula@zema.org.zm
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Tel.: +32 2 289 10 90 
tatiana.santos@eeb.org  

Melissa Wang  
(alternate: Ms. Nadia Haiama) 
Research Scientist Greenpeace International Greenpeace 
Research Laboratories, Innovation Centre Phase 2  
University of Exeter EX4 4RN Exeter  
United Kingdom  
Tel.: +44 (139) 224 7911  
melissa.wang@greenpeace.org  

Greenpeace International 

Susan Wilburn 
Sustainability Director 
Global Green and Healthy Hospitals 
Health Care without Harm 
Rafael Hernandez 2649 
C1428CFC  
Buenos Aires 
Argentina 
Tel.: 206 794 5955 
swiburn@hcwh.org  

Health Care without Harm 
 

Veronique Garny 
Director  
Product Stewardship Programme 
European Chemical Industry Council (CEFIC) 
Affiliation: ICCA 
Avenue Van Nieuwenhuyse 4 
1160 Brussels 
Belgium 
Tel.: +322 676 72 32 
vga@cefic.be 

European Chemical Industry Council 

Joe DiGangi 
Senior Science / Technical Advisor 
International POPs Elimination Network 
(IPEN) 
1962 University Ave., Suite 3 
94709 Berkeley 
United States of America 
Tel: +1 510 704 1962 
joe@ipen.org  

International POPs Elimination Network 
 

Brian Kohler 
Director, Health Safety and Sustainability 
Industrial Global Union 54 bis, Route des Acacias 
1227 Geneva 
Switzerland 
Tel:  +41 791 734 9178 
bkohler@industrial-union.org 

International Trade Union Confederation 

Klaus Kümmerer 
Professor of Sustainable Chemistry and Material Resources,  
Leuphana University 
Scharnhorststr. 1, C13.311b 
21335 Lüneburg 
klaus.kuemmerer@leuphana.de  

Leuphana University 

Richard Fuller 
President 
Pure Earth  
475 Riverside Drive 

Pure Earth 

mailto:tatiana.santos@eeb.org
mailto:melissa.wang@greenpeace.org
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mailto:vga@cefic.be
mailto:joe@ipen.org
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Suite 860 
New York, NY 10115  
001.212.870.3490  
fuller@pureearth.org 
(Alternate: Mr. Drew McCartor - drew@pureearth.org) 

Andrea Rother 
Associate Professor 
Head - Environmental Health Division 
Deputy Director - Centre for Environmental & Occupational Health 
Research (CEOHR) 
School of Public Health and Family Medicine 
University of Cape Town 
Health Sciences Campus, Anzio Rd, Observatory, 7925 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Tel: +27 21 406 6721 
andrea.rother@uct.ac.za ; hannaandrea.rother@gmail.com 

University of Cape Town 

Fernando Gomez 
Head of Chemistry and Advanced Materials Industry 
World Economic Forum 
91-93 route de la Capite, 
CH-1223 Cologny/Geneva  
Switzerland 
fernando.gomez@weforum.org  

World Economic Forum 

Ricardo Barra 
Faculty of Environmental Sciences and EULA, 
University of Concepción, Chile 
Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel 
Global Environmental Facility  
ricbarra@udec.cl  

Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel of 
the  

Global Environmental Facility 

Andrea Brown 
Director, Sustainable Materials 
World Business Council for Sustainable Development 
Maison de la Paix, Chemin Eugène-Rigot 2, 1211 Geneva 
brown@wbcsd.org     

World Business Council for Sustainable 
Development 

IGO Participants and IOMC Representatives  
(* nominated by IOMC to represent IOMC organizations not participating directly) 

Bob Diderich* 
Head of Division, ENV / EHS 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
2, rue André Pascal 
75775 Paris CEDEX 16  
France  
Tel: +33 1 4524 14 85 
bob.diderich@oecd.org  

Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development 

Ms. Carolyn Vickers* 
Team Leader, Chemical Safety 
Department of Public Health and Environment 
World Health Organization 
20 Avenue Appia 
CN-1211 Geneva 27 
Switzerland 
Tel: (41 22) 791 1286 
Mobile: (41) 79 472 9560 
vickersc@who.int  
(Alternate: Kersten Gutschmidt - gutschmidtk@who.int) 

World Health Organization 
 

Other IGO Participants 
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Baskut Tuncak 
UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights 
and Hazardous Substances and Wastes 
Sustainable Human Development Section 
Special Procedures Branch 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR)  
Palais Wilson 
52 rue des Pâquis  
CH-1201 Geneva 
Switzerland 
Tel:  +41 22 917 9325 / 1206 669 7203 
troxicwaste@ohchr.org; unsrtoxics@gmail.com  

Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 

Kei Ohno Woodall 
Programme Officer 
Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions 
UN Environment 
International Environment House 
11-13, Chemin des Anemones 
CH-1219 Chatelaine 
Switzerland 
kei.ohno-woodall@brsmeas.org  

Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and 
Stockholm Conventions 

Jorge Ocaña 
Manager 
Chemicals and Waste Management Programme 
UNITAR 
Palais des Nations 
CH-1211 Geneva 10 
Switzerland 
Tel: (41 22) 917 8166 
Fax: (41 22) 917 8047 
jorge.ocana@unitar.org   

United Nations Institute for Training and 
Research 

Brenda Koekkoek 
Programme Officer 
Secretariat of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals 
Management 
Chemicals and Waste Branch 
UN Environment 
International Environment House 
11-13, Chemin des Anemones 
CH-1219 Chatelaine 
Switzerland 
Brenda.koekkoek@unep.org  

Secretariat of the Strategic Approach to 
International Chemicals Management 

Claudia ten Have 
Senior Programme Officer 
Interim Secretariat of the Minamata Convention 
Chemicals and Waste Branch 
UN Environment 
International Environment House 
11-13, chemin des Anemones 
CH-1219 Chatelaine 
Switzerland 
claudia.tenhave@unep.org     

Interim Secretariat of the Minamata 
Convention on Mercury 
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