Ocean Governance in Africa
African Ministerial Conference on
Environment (AMCEN) processes

on “African Ocean Governance Strategy”




African Ministerial Conference on the Environment
(AMCEN)

AMCEN established in 1985 as a forum to promote regional
cooperation in addressing environment issues

Outcomes reported AU STC on Agriculture, Rural
Development, Water and Environment, Executive Council and
Summit

Outcomes also feed into UNEA, other regional and global
fora, institutions and partners

Regular sessions held every 2 years - 15" session in 2015 -
16t session for August 2017 in Libreville, Gabon. Special
sessions convened — 6™ special session held in 2016

AMCEN Bureau — ensures political and intersessional
continuity and regional balance
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AMCEN 2015/2016: Outcomes on ocean issues

Key elements of the “Cairo Declarations” of 2015 and 2016:

*Regional seas programmes in Africa as regional platforms for implementing
Africa Integrated Marine Strategy 2050, Agenda 2063 on Ecosystem-
Based Management Approaches for marine resources in EEZ and
adjacent waters;

Development of an ocean governance strategy, in accordance with
UNCLOS and RSC, for effective management of Africa’s shared maritime
resources;

*AMCEN 15 held under the overall theme of “harnessing natural Capital” with
oceans as part of theme

*AMCEN SS6 agreed to strengthen existing regional institutional
mechanisms in Africa for ecosystem based management of oceans and
coastal zones and called upon UN Environment and partners within their
respective mandates to organize a conference on oceans in 2017.

*First Planning Meeting — Istanbul, October 2015 - 4 Regional Seas, UNEP -
agreed approaches and on scoping study




Next Steps
2017

An overview and scoping study/ gap analysis (on-going) — to be
completed by June 2017
Engaging new leadership at AU- from April

Use existing opportunities/events to advance Africa’s ocean governance
Objective: political buy-in, create awareness, mobilise and consult
member states and stakeholders

PrepCom of UN Ocean Conference in New York, February - side
sessions

SDG High Level Political Forum in June - side sessions and Africa Group
of Permanent Representatives in New York

Our oceans Conference, Malta October - side sessions
19th RS Global meeting, South Africa, November — experts session

Regional Seas - to inform and mobilise member states on overall Africa
ocean governance initiative and have governance expert reviews
(possibility of preparing own ocean governance frameworks)
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Next Steps

2017

UNEA 3 December - side sessions
AU Summit in July, Addis Ababa — side sessions

AMCEN16, August, - ¥2 day experts review, stakeholder
consultations and report progress

Resource mobilisation - fundraising concept (to include
coordinator of the process), identify potential partners
Including financial institutions, foundations and bilaterals

Draft ocean governance strategy - 2 months after AMCEN16

2018

Africa ocean governance conference (to be decided at
AMCENL16)

Continue with High level engagements
Engage AU through AMCEN for political adoption

Prepare plan of action for implementation of Ocean
Governance Strategy



