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Your Excellencies,

Madame Moderator,

Distinguished delegates, 

While the environment as one of the strategic matters of global interest, alongside peace, security and health is increasingly gaining world-wide attention, I would like to emphasize an even more stringent necessity for us all to consider in our quest to identify the most progressive and sustainable ways to successfully accomplish the 2030 environmental agenda: And that is that we have to recognize and act on the fact that the environment is a key enabler for inclusive and sustainable economic and social development. In other words, investing in the environment represents a catalyst to kick-start growth, more specifically green growth, in which the environment is an opportunity and engine of development rather that a cost and barrier to it. 

In my current role as Minister of Environment, Waters and Forests of Romania, I made it my priority to seed the transition to green economy in my country. Indeed, as many speakers have emphasized today our challenge goes beyond setting the transition to green economy, and in fact we need to engage on a scale-wide societal transformation which requires a paradigm and mentality shift in the way we tackle questions of economic development, growth, and preservation of our natural capital in the 21st Century.
Leading such a change is not easy – it takes courage, passion, vision and determination, for the resistance to change is high and obstacles are many.  Having actively participated in the post-2015, Sendai, and the Paris COP process, I took home the learnings and am investing all my energy to promote a pragmatic, systems approach to green development, away from silos and based on integration and cooperation across traditional economic sectors. For a country like Romania which is endowed with a very rich natural capital, putting the environment at the heart of our development plans and aspirations is not only a matter of good policy and breaking the silos, but it is primarily a matter of recognizing and exploiting the competitive advantage that our country has to offer.

Inspired by UNEA’s view on coopting finance and investments to consider the environment opportunities and capitalize on generating new economic markets, several prerequisites for sustainable development have been identified and are being gradually introduced in my Government’s program this year:

- Growing a green economy by encouraging a process of eco-innovation - introducing new technologies, business models to support the transformation of existing industries in terms of environmental performance with direct impact on economic competitiveness.

- Implementing the concept of green economy by stimulating eco-entrepreneurship and cross-sector green business models that generate profit and wealth for people, planet and the economy. Among them, encouraging clean technology, responsible industrial processes, SCP in strategic areas like renewable energy storage and energy efficiency. All of them are a way to steer precious energy and labor resources towards a positive economic transformation that is well integrated in the environment and creates jobs and employment.

- Fostering circular economy in response to acute signals of resource exhaustion; we support the creation of new economic models that through eco-design, life-cycle assesments create significant savings of primary raw materials and create markets for secondary raw materials.

I personaly see all these actions as concrete and pragmatic steps that we could all adopt in our respective countries. Therefore, I once more support the vision of environment becoming central to the The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Clearly, there is no one size fits all, and there are no prescriptive recipes for how to reach a more balanced sustainable development; thus a collaborative approach and partnership commitment is needed in order to reach our common goal. UNEA-2 is our chance to show our readiness and commitment of implementing the new sustainable development and green economy architecture.

In closing, I would like to urge all of us ministers of Environment to use the power and influence of our mandate to facilitate and lead the revolutionary transformation of mindsets that is necessary to inspire a universe of solutions that we all need in order to make Peace with Nature on our one and only beautiful Blue Planet. 

