
DCB nabs 7 robbers 
with weapons
The Ahmedabad DCB on Sunday nabbed 
seven gangsters in Chandkheda as they 
were preparing to carry out a robbery in 
the area. The police also seized 3 pistols 
and 20 live cartridges. l page 3

KFA has to satisfy DGCA 
on all issues: Ajit
Troubled Kingfisher Airlines will have 
to submit a “concrete” plan for 
running the carrier to aviation 
regulator DGCA and satisfy it on all 
aspects, such as safety and payment 
of salaries, before it is allowed to 
resume flights, civil aviation minister 
Ajit Singh said on Sunday. l page 11

UP foresters upbeat 
over dolphin census
The UP forest department is upbeat with 
the result of its first-ever dolphin 
census. Experts working on the “My 
Ganga, My Dolphin” campaign have 
counted as many as 663 gangetic river 
dolphins after covering about 2,800 km 
on the Ganga and its tributaries. An 
extensive action plan for dolphin 
conservation will now be chalked out on 
the basis of the project report. l page 11

Accord with Assam 
rebels may not help
As the Centre gets set to sign an accord 
with Assam’s Dimasa rebels, there are 
worries that it might lead to aggravation 
of the situation in Dima Hasao district. 
Non-Dimasas, such as the Nagas, Kukis 
and Hmars, are opposed to the accord 
so much that they spearheaded a series 
of protests in recent times. l page 11

Legal requirements for 
$2 bn aid to Pak waived
Notwithstanding Pakistan’s reluctance 
to act on its demand to rein in the 
dreaded Haqqani network, the United 
States has waived the necessary legal 
requirements for this year’s $2 billion 
security and civilian aid to Islamabad, 
arguing that it was in America’s  
national interest.
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Of barks and mews:  A young girl 
laps up a puppy at a stray adoption camp 
organised by World For All Animal Care 
and Adoptions in Mumbai on Sunday. 

–Dinesh Parab.DNA
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Imran’s rally 
stopped by 
Pak army
Islamabad: A march against 
US drone strikes in Pakistan led 
by cricketer-turned-politician 
Imran Khan was stopped by the 
army on the edge of the na-
tion’s lawless tribal belt. 
Sources said the rally was 
stopped because of fears of 
possible militant attacks on the 
rallyists, which also included 
American anti-war activists.

A motorcade of scores of ve-
hicles was turned back by the 
army just a few kilometres from 
the boundary of volatile South 
Waziristan Agency, forcing Khan 
to cancel his plans to address a 
gathering at Kotkai village in the 
tribal region.  Khan, who is chief 
of Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf chief, 
then led his supporters back to 
Tank where he addressed a 
gathering of a few thousand 
people.  � l Full story p13

‘Candidates to 
have separate 
a/cs for poll’
Ajay Bhardwaj l Chandigarh

Chief election commissioner 
(CEC) VS Sampath on Sunday 
directed the candidates con-
testing the forthcoming 
Himachal Pradesh assembly 
elections to open a separate 
bank account for their poll 
expenditure. The CEC re-
viewed preparations for the 
elections. “Banks will provide a 
daily report on unusual and 
suspicious withdrawal or de-
posit over Rs one lakh by any 
individual, including family 
members and relatives of can-
didates, and withdrawal of over 
Rs 10 lakh by the political par-
ties,” CEC said.  � l Full report, p6

Windies celebrate, gangnam style
West Indians celebrate after beating Sri Lanka by 36 runs to win the 2012 World Twenty20 on Sunday. It is their first World Twenty20 title. 

Marlon Samuels was adjudged Man of the Match for his 78 while Australia’s Shane Watson was Man of the Tournament —AFP  l Report, p14

State govt employees to  
campaign against BJP 
DNA Correspondent l Ahmedabad 

Describing the Gujarat government as 
‘anti-employee’, employees of the state 
government have decided to campaign 
against the BJP in the assembly elec-
tions later this year. The Gujarat State 
Employees Co-ordination Committee 
(GECC) — an umbrella organisation of 
employees’ unions — passed a resolu-
tion to this effect at a meeting held at 
Gandhinagar on Sunday. 

The resolution said that employees 
will campaign against the BJP across 
the state.  “Just as employees used to 
reach out to the public for the chief 
minister’s public rallies, office-bearers 
of the unions will contact the public in 
districts and talukas. They will tell the 
people the truth and expose lies 

spread by the government,” says the 
resolution that was released as a press 
statement. 

The resolution further says that of-
fice-bearers of the unions will also ex-
plain to the people how the govern-
ment was making false claims through 
advertisements.  “We will also organise 
group meetings and our family mem-
bers and relatives will also be roped in 
to persuade the public at large to vote 
against the government,” the GSECC 
resolution says.  � l Turn to p6

Employees’ body says union 
officials will contact the 
people in districts and talukas 
and ‘expose lies spread by  
the state government’

DNA Correspondent l Delhi

Robert Vadra, Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi’s son-in-
law, on Sunday rubbished 
allegations that he had 
amassed properties worth 
over Rs300 crore through 
corrupt land deals.

Terming them “utterly false 
and defamatory, Vadra said 
his business transactions are 
“fully reflected” in financial 
statements before govern-
ment authorities in compli-
ance with the law. 

He said Arvind Kejriwal and 
Prashant Bhushan made the 
allegations to malign him and 
his family. It was done to gain 
“cheap publicity” within days 
of launching their political 
party, Vadra said. “I am a pri-
vate law abiding citizen who 
has been engaged in business 
for the past 21 years.”

Kejriwal on his part said 
Vadra had not answered ques-
tions on his links with DLF. He 
termed the realty major’s 
clarification “half truths and 
lies”. “Robert Vadra has ques-
tioned our motives... that is 
not important. He has not re-
plied to the questions that we 
have raised,” he said.

Kejriwal and Bhushan had 
alleged on Friday that real es-
tate firm DLF sold Vadra prime 
land in Delhi and nearby areas 
at throwaway prices while 
giving him interest-free loan. 
Vadra’s wealth grew from 
Rs50 lakh to more than Rs300 
crore in three years, they said. 

Kejriwal also called DLF’s 
clarification full of half truths 
and lies and announced that 
they would issue a detailed 
response Monday.

The realty major has issued 
a statement saying “business 
transactions between DLF and 

Mr Vadra and his group of 
companies have been con-
ducted with complete trans-
parency and are fully ac-
counted for as per the applica-
ble laws and accounting 
standards”. “There’s no ques-
tion of utilisation of unac-
counted black money or illicit 
funds as alleged. We vehe-
mently reject this allegation.”

Kejriwal said he would re-
spond to DLF’s statement on 
Monday. But he said he wanted 
to know “if Vadra has the same 
response or if he has a differ-
ent version”. “He did not re-
spond to any of the specific 
issues we have raised,” he said.

� (With inputs from agencies)

Vadra responds; 
Kejriwal asks for 
home truths
‘Allegation is nothing but cheap publicity’

Activist salvo
Arvind Kejriwal said on Sunday 
Robert Vadra had not answered 
questions on his links with DLF

The realty major’s  clarifications 
are “half truths and lies”, he said

DLF has said in a statement it 
had given Rs65 cr as “business 
advances” out of which Rs15 cr 
had been refunded and Rs50 
crore was used for purchase  
of land

Kejriwal said Vadra should make 
it clear “if he has the same 
response or if he has a different 
version”

DLF version Did not receive any undue benefit 
from any state government. DLF was not allotted any land 
by Delhi, Haryana and Rajasthan governments
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I am more than willing to pay market prices 
for LPG and diesel if I can get an unsecured 
loan from someone

London: Condoms given to Usain 
Bolt and many other sportspersons 
to encourage safe sex in the 
London Olym-
pics 2012 are 
being sold on 
eBay by volun-
teers and staff.

After the Games, 
desperate souvenir 
hunters grabbed 
whatever they could lay 
their hands on, from 
clocks and maps to mouse 
mats and umbrellas. 
Much of these items, 
including 150,000 
condoms given to 
athletes, are now up 
for sale online, The 
Sun reported. 
Even staff, 
who worked 
for the 

disgraced security firm G4S, have 
put up their green uniforms up for 
sale. “After the Paralympics closing 
ceremony, many of the venues 

and both media centres were 
stripped out. Any-

thing not nailed 
down was 

just lifted,” the 
paper quoted a 
source as say-
ing.

“Everyone 
expected a 

few things 
to go 
m i s s -

i n g , 

but it was still a shock to see how 
much stuff was grabbed. Tens of 
thousands of pounds worth of stuff 
has just disappeared,” the source 
stated.

Some of the 70,000 volunteers 
- praised by 2012 chairperson Lord 
Sebastian Coe for their efforts - are 
also selling their pink and purple 
outfits. 

Olympic champion Bolt had said 
he won’t require the free condoms 
that were provided at the Olympic 
Village since he won’t get any time 
to party during the London Games.

“I have heard about all the 

condoms being given out at the 
athletes villages, but I have a busy 
schedule training. I won’t have 
time to party,” he joked before the 
global event began in July this year. 

The ‘Lightning Bolt’ defended his 
100 metre title at the 2012 Olym-
pics by clocking 9.63 seconds, the 
second-fastest time ever.

 He created history by also win-
ning the gold in the 200 metres. 
“I’ve got nothing left to prove. I’ve 
shown the world I’m the best. I’m 
now a legend. I’m also the greatest 
athlete to live,” Bolt said after the 
victory. —Agencies

legendary athlete’s condoms, other 2012 Olympic mementos for sale online

With Bolt condoms, sex isn’t a marathon
AFTER THE LONDON Olympics, desperate souvenir 
hunters grabbed whatever they could lay their hands on, from clocks and 
maps to mouse mats and umbrellas. Much of these items, including 
150,000 condoms given to athletes, are now up for sale online. Even staff, 
who worked for the disgraced security firm G4S, have put up their green 
uniforms up for sale. 

Sudhir Shetty

Niyati Rana l Ahmedabad 

l	 Only 26.2% of the total 78 km of 
BRTS roads have a cycle track (on 
either side of the corridor). Inter-
estingly, only 65% of the total 
length of the BRTS network has a 
cycle track free of any encroach-
ments and fit for use. 

l	 Similarly, 83.7% of the 78 km of 
BRTS roads have space for pe-
destrians (footpaths) out of 
which only 52.2% is unob-
structed and open to use by 
people. 

l	 Of the 1,040 BRTS users sur-
veyed, only 13.7% belong to 
households with income of up to 
Rs5,000 a month. The number 
of poor people using BRTS is low 	
despite there being a bus stop 
within 500 metres of a large 
number of low-income housing 
and slums. 

l	 As many as 13% BRTS users were 
people who had travelled by au-
to-rickshaws shared with other 
passengers, say reseachers. An-
other 13% were users of full auto-
rickshaws before they shifted to 
BRTS. 

The 58% rise in the number of 
vehicles on Ahmedabad’s roads 

since introduction of Bus Rapid 
Transit System (BRTS) in 2009 is 
proof enough of the fact that the 
public transport system has failed 
to attract the rich. 

But has it been able to attract the 
poor? Going by findings of a study 

done by researchers at Centre for 
Environmental Planning and Tech-
nology (CEPT) University, the BRTS 
has also failed to attract the poor. 

In fact, the researchers, Prof 
Darshini Mahadevia and Prof Rutul 
Joshi, of Centre for Urban Equity at 
CEPT University, found that the 
poor preferred to walk or use the 

bicycle instead of using the BRTS to 
commute in the city. 

Janmarg, the official name of 
Ahmedabad BRTS, was expected to 
attract the poor and rich alike by 
offering them a comfortable and 
fast public transport system at af-
fordable rates. It was hoped that 
increased use of public transport 
will reduce the number of privately-
owned vehicles on the roads and, 
thereby, help reduce pollution in 
Ahmedabad. 

But nothing of the sort has hap-
pened. Mahadevia and Joshi found 
that despite there being a less pol-
luting (low carbon) transport sys-
tem in the city, the number of pri-
vate vehicles in the city had contin-
ued to increase. 

Not only that. The study titled, 
‘Low Carbon Mobility in India and 
the Challenges of Social Inclusion: 
Bus Rapid Transit Case study of 
India’, says that even pedestrians 
and cyclists are not using the space 
constructed for them along the 
BRTS corridor because of encroach-
ments.  For their research, Mahade-
via and Joshi surveyed 1,040 BRTS 
users in the city.  � l Turn to p6

Most users belong to 
middle income group
“Only 42% commuters use BRTS 
for more than 21 days a month, 
which means the network is yet to 
strike a chord with Amdavadis. 
Overall, the BRTS serves mainly 
those from the middle income group 
most of whom are captive public 
transport users.”   � —Cept Study

Has BRTS helped Ahmedabad? 
Special 1st  in 2-part series

1,040 
BRTS users 
surveyed 

47% 
had been using 
AMTS service 

earlier 

12% 
users had 

actually made 
the switch  

from private  
vehicles to 

Janmarg buses 
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CEPT study reveals that poor have not benefited from transit system, nor has pollution gone down



Has BRTS
They found that only 12% of the 
commuters had actually made the 
shift from private vehicles to the 
swanky buses of Janmarg.  Of the 
1,040 users, 70% were regular users 
of public transportation while 47% 
were using AMTS service earlier. 
They had made the switch to BRTS 
only because AMTS buses were 
discontinued on the routes now 
serviced by Janmarg, the study says.  
The researchers found that as many 
as 13% BRTS users were people who 
had travelled by auto-rickshaws 
shared with other passengers. An-
other 13% were users of full auto-
rickshaws before they shifted to 
BRTS. 

The main aim of the study was to 
find out whether BRTS had suc-
ceeded in offering a low-cost option 
for transportation to lower income 
groups. Another was to determine 
whether it offered a service that 
was convenient enough to attract 
the relatively affluent sections ha-
bituated to two-wheelers and 
four-wheelers.  

The study found that Ahmedabad 

Janmarg was neither pro-poor nor 
had it made a favourable impact on 
the environment by persuading 
users of two-wheelers and four-
wheelers to make the switch to 
BRTS. If the city poor are not using 
BRTS buses, then how do they 
travel? � To be continued

State employees...
It should be noted that on Septem-
ber 27, an estimated 5.50 lakh 
government employees across the 
state — ranging from Class I officers 
to Class IV employees, as also those 
of various cadres, had gone on mass 
casual leave.

 “The state government is anti-
employee. It has betrayed us. It has 
not implemented the Sixth Pay 
Commission’s recommendations 
for the last several years. It is ex-
ploiting educated youth by paying 
them a fixed pay of Rs2500 to 
Rs4500,” GSECC said.  

The meeting was attended by 
700 representatives from across the 
state, including union leaders from 
officers’ federation, Class IV em-
ployees and employees of munici-
pal corporations. 

From p1Ajit Singh enters Andhra 
with Telangana unit
KV Ramana l Hyderabad

In a development with potential to 
further complicate the political 
equations in the region, the Rash-
triya Lok Dal (RLD) has announced 
the setting up of its unit in  
Telangana. 

The RLD chief and civil aviation 
minister Ajit Singh on Sunday de-
clared that his party through the 
Telangana unit would support the 
separate Telangana movement. 
Even in the 2014 elections, the 
party would focus on Telangana 
alone and would not spread into 
other parts of Andhra Pradesh. 

A one-time loyalist of TRS chief 
K Chandrasekhara Rao and a 
member of AP’s legislative council 
K Dilip Kumar would head the RLD 
activities in Telangana. However, 
there is a speculation that the 
RLD’s unit would now attract 
some pro-Telangana and anti-KCR 
leaders to take an active part in 

the movement. 
“There are many people not 

willing to join the TRS, TDP or the 
Congress but are scouting for a 
platform to express their pro-Tel-
angana feelings. This new RLD unit 
would offer such an opportunity at 
least for some of them,” a source 
tracking the developments said. 
After announcing the formation of 
the Telangana unit of RLD, Singh 
swung immediately into action 
and started deliberations with 
various prominent individuals 
playing an active role in the Telan-
gana movement. What is also in-
teresting is that these meetings 
have been happening at the resi-
dence of a senior Congress MP. 

“The Telangana unit of the RLD 
is going to be a sub-regional party,” 
Singh said in Hyderabad. On Sun-
day, the minister also held discus-
sions with the Telangana joint ac-
tion committee (JAC) and sought 
its support. 

2 J&K cops beat woman to death 
during raid; arrested
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir 
police on Sunday arrested two 
special police officials (SPOs) and 
a civilian for allegedly beating a 
65-year-old woman to death 
during a raid to seize contraband 
drugs at Ahlan-Gadool village in 
the south Kashmir district of 
Anantnag. Massive protests had 
rocked Kokernag on Saturday 

with people taking to streets 
against the killing of Mukhti 
Begum. Sensing trouble, the J&K 
police arrested two SPOs, Mo-
hammad Ashraf Deka and Fayaz 
Ahmad, and initiated depart-
mental action against eight 
members of the police, including 
an assistant sub inspector, in a bid 
to calm the protesters.�  – DNA

EC wants HP candidates to 
have separate a/c for polls

Ajay Bhardwaj l Chandigarh

Chief election commissioner 
(CEC) VS Sampath on Sunday di-
rected the candidates contesting 
the forthcoming Himachal 
Pradesh assembly elections to 
open a separate bank account to 
enlist their poll expenditure. The 
CEC reviewed preparations for 
the elections scheduled to be 
held on November 4.

Elaborating on the new practice 
of opening of separate accounts 
by the candidates for poll ex-
penses, the CEC said, “Banks will 
provide a daily report on unusual 
and suspicious withdrawal or de-
posit over Rs one lakh by any indi-
vidual, including family members 
and relatives of candidates, and 

withdrawal of over Rs 10 lakh by 
the political parties.”

He said the bank account could 
be opened in the candidate’s 
name or jointly with election 
agent in the state, but not jointly 
with the family members. He 
said the candidate should not use 
existing bank account for election 
purposes. He said that crossed 
account payee cheques would be 
required to be issued by the 

candidate for expenditure over Rs 
20,000.

The CEC directed the BJP gov-
ernment in the state to stop  dis-
tributing free PDS bags carrying 
photographs of former prime 
minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

“Henceforth, no bags will be 
issued to the consumers of public 
distribution system (PDS) with a 
picture of any political leader, of 
whatever stature he/she is,” 
Sampath said. 

The state government, with 
more than 16 lakh ration card 
holders, launched a scheme on 
August 15 under which a free 
cloth carrybag was to be provided 
to every ration card holder in a 
month for procuring rationed 
goods.  Sampath said the EC had 
received a number of other elec-
tion-related complaints from 
parties.  “We have also received a 
complaint that Doordarshan has 
not been working in an impartial 
manner. We will take up the 
matter with the ministry of infor-
mation and broadcasting,” he 
said. � —With agency inputs

CEC directs the BJP 
government to stop 
distributing free PDS 
bags carrying photos 
of AB Vajpayee

Shimla: The BJP on Sunday denied tickets to 
Vidhan Sabha speaker Tulsi Ram and ex-minister 
Dileram as it released names of 11 more party 
candidates for the November 4 Himachal Pradesh 
assembly election.
Tulsi Ram and senior BJP leader Dileram, a former 
minister, had romped home from Bharmaur (ST) 
and Nachan (SC) constituencies respectively.
Jiya Lal would be the party candidate from 
Bharmaur while greenhorn Vinod Kumar would 
contest from Nachan (SC) and Kullu 
constituencies, a BJP release said here.
The party renominated Tejwant Negi and Col 
Inder Singh from Kunnaur (ST) and Sarkaghat 
seats respectively and gave ticket to associate 
member and sitting MLA Hira Lal from Karsog 
(SC). It decided to field Ram Kumar from Haroli 
seat, Sheela from Solan-SC, Rajinder Garg from 
Ghumarwin and Balak Ram Negi from Rohroo-SC 
— all new faces. 
The BJP had released the first list of 45 
candidates on September 28.  With the 
announcement of 11 more contestants, the party 
has so far declared candidates for 56 out of 68 
assembly seats. —PTI

BJP denies ticket  
to Speaker

A ruling party can suffer debacle at the 
polls due to anti-incumbency factors 
but there’s no recourse for the peo-
ple who have been aggrieved by the 

grave injustice done to them due to undue 
delay in dispensation by the institutionally 
weak judiciary. The backlog of undecided 
court cases keeps piling up but there’s has 
been a laxity in filling up the posts of subor-
dinate court judges, and one might argue that 
its also due to the collegium system that va-
cancies in the Supreme Court and high courts 
are only going up.

In fact the Supreme Court in 1993 deprived 
the executive of its power to appoint and 
transfer judges and bestowed this job on a 
select panel of senior most judges called 
‘collegium’.

There’s only one judgment that describes 
the authority of collegium and that’s come 
from the Allahabad high court, the oldest 
high court which is infamous for high backlog 
and maximum number of vacancies, 76 or 
more. “It’s certainly not the discretion to delay 
in making recommendations,’’ it said and 
added the process of appointment must be 
initiated at least six months before a vacancy 
arises. It further said the court “must have all 
the judges in place equal to the number of 
sanctioned strength at all times, failing which 
it is not fully constituted.’’

``All the constitutional functionaries in-
volved in the process of appointment have to 
ensure that the vacancies are filled up, as 
early as possible,’’ it added.

But the situation remains unchanged. 
However, there’s been a mounting pressure 
for having a relook at the collegium pattern 
of top judicial appointments. With judiciary 
maintaining a stiff posture for protecting the 
self-designed mechanism, the government 
has often talked about evolving an alternative 
method either by way of a Judges Accounta-
bility law or National Judicial Commission or 
All India Judicial Service.

As government stresses on the need for 
such enactments to infuse accountability and 
transparency in the most visibly respected 
institution among all others, recently retired 
Chief Justice of India S H Kapadia has ex-
pressed apprehension regarding the efficacy 

of the government maneuvers. ``We need to 
conduct a detailed study before we tinker 
with the Constitution,” Justice Kapadia said 
and warned that  any disturbance in the 
balance of power among the legislative, ex-
ecutive and judiciary would damage the 
Constitution for all times to come.

But a multi-member parliament’s com-
mittee headed by Shantaram Naik feels that 
an appraisal of the vacancy position of Judges 
in both SC and HCs ̀ `is disheartening’’.

It makes also a dent on the judges chosen 
system saying one major factor affecting this 
vacancies appear to be the procedure of ap-
pointment and the current proactive of the 
collegium system also raises apprehensions. 

The judicial incumbency has been felt by 
former SC judge and jurist V R Krishna Iyer. ̀ ` 
The whole process is almost privatised, per-
sonalised and innocent of governmental 
comments. Persons are chosen, privileged 
groups get priority, reconsideration is often 
rejected.’’

He adds:``The collegium has an unscien-
tific methodology and its selection has given 
rise to much criticism. Therefore, the colle-
gium, as a system, must go.’’

Assuming a law is enacted to perform the 
onerous job of filling up judicial posts, would 
it ensure that dispensation isn’t affected due 
to shortage of manpower?

Perhaps, answer is in the negative given 
the prevailing scenario in different tribunals, 
PSUs and expert panels which can be filled 
up with suitable persons by the government 
alone.  It’s time that the government realised 
the importance of manning all the institu-
tions in time otherwise it would also be 
blamed for justice dispensation paralysis. 

Judges’ vacancies 
make collegium 
system suspect 

offcourt
Rakesh Bhatnagar

There’s been a mounting pressure 
for having a relook at the 
collegium pattern of top judicial 
appointments. With judiciary 
maintaining a stiff posture for 
protecting the self-designed 
mechanism, the government has 
often talked about evolving an 
alternative method


