


• Cumulative	toxicant	

• There	is	no	known	level	of	lead	exposure	that	is	considered	safe.

• Children	are	particularly	vulnerable

• Chemical	of	major	public	health	concern

• 853	000	deaths	due	to	long-term	effects	on	health	as	it	has	been	

estimated	in	2013	(highest	burden	in	low	and	middle	income	

countries.

• UNEP’s	successful	efforts	(PCFV)	to	phase	out	Lead	in	fuel

• Lead	paints	are	still	widely	available	and	used	in	many	countries

WHY	LEAD?
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H E A LT H 	 H A Z A R D S
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ECONOMIC	COST	OF 	EXPOSURE

• Estimated	economic	losses	due	to	reduced	IQ	

from	preventable	lead	exposure	is	approx 1.2%	

of	global	GDP

• Largest	economic	burden	of	lead	exposure	is	

borne	by	low	and	middle	income	countries	

• Economic	losses	(in	International	Dollars):

Ø Africa: I$	134.7	billion	

Source:	NYU	School	of	Medicine
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ECONOMIC	COST	OF 	EXPOSURE

Source:	NYU	School	of	Medicine

5Estimated	economic	losses	due	to	reduced	IQ	from	preventable	lead	exposure	



ABOUT	THE	LEAD	PAINT	ALL IANCE

Ø A	voluntary	partnership	(2009)

Ø Jointly	led	by	WHO	and	UNEP

Ø Supported	by	multi-sector	UNEP/WHO	

Advisory	Group

Ø 18	GOVs,	3	IGOs,	31	NGOs,	8 Industry,	and	4	

Academic	institutions
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GOALS 	OF 	THE	LEAD	PAINT	ALL IANCE

GOAL

To	prevent	children’s	exposure	to	paints	containing	lead	and	to	minimize	occupational	

exposures	to	lead	paint.

By	2020

• All	countries	have	adopted	legally	binding	laws

• All	manufacturers	have	eliminated	use	of	added	lead	in	priority	areas

• 40	countries	with	national	awareness	days	for	prevention	of	lead	poisoning	with	

emphasis	on	risks	of	lead	paint

• 70	partners participating
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ADVISORY	GROUP	

• United	Nations	Environment	Programme (UNEP)
• World	Health	Organization	(WHO)
• U.S.	EPA	(Advisory	Group	Chair)	
• Colombia,	Ministry	of	Environment
• Kenya,	Ministry	of	Industrialization	and	Enterprise	Development
• Moldova,	Ministry	of	Health
• Thailand,	Ministry	of	Health
• United	Nations	Industrial	Development	Organization	(UNIDO)
• AkzoNobel – paint	manufacturer
• International	Paint	and	Printers	Ink	Council	(IPPIC)
• Health	and	Environment	Alliance	(HEAL)
• IPEN	– global	network	of	NGOs
• European	Commission	(Observer/co-opted	member)

Governm
ents

Indus
N
GO
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CURRENT	STATUS

• 3	Global	Meetings	(2010,	2012,	and	2014)

• Successful	global	week	of	action	(International	Lead	

Poisoning	Prevention	Awareness	Week)	in	October	

2013,	2014,	2015,	and	2016

• New	partners,	including	African	countries,	NGOs,	

and	paint	manufacturers

• ICCM4	Resolution	(Oct	2015)

• UNEA2	Resolution	1/5	Chemicals	and	Wasted	VI	on	

lead	and	cadmium	(May	2016)
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PA R T N E R S
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A C T I V I T I E S

11



A C T I V I T I E S
International	Lead	Poisoning	Prevention	Week	of	Action	2016

Events	took	place	in	Ghana,	Zambia,	Cameroon,	Kenya,	Togo,	Cote	
d’Ivoire,	Nigeria,	Tanzania,	Morocco,	Liberia,	Benin
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RESOURCES 	AND	PUBLICATIONS

Designed	to	provide	
information	to	government	
officials	who	are	interested	in	
establishing	legal	limits	for	

lead	in	paints	in	their	
countries.

www.unep.org/chemicalsand
wastes/noleadinpaint/toolkit

New	look,	updated	modules	
and	new	URL	coming	soon	

(January	2017)

Toolkit	for	Establishing	Laws	
to	Control	the	Use	of	Lead	in	

Paint	
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LEGAL	LIMITS
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MAP	OF	LEAD	PAINT	L IMITS
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MAP	OF	BINDING	LEAD	PAINT	LIMITS
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WHO	GLOBAL	HEALTH	OBSERVATORY	DATA
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RESOURCES 	AND	PUBLICATIONS
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NEXT	STEPS
Letters	from	the	Executive	Director	of	UN	
Environment	addressed	to	Ministers	of	
Environment

Follow	up	with	questionnaires	will	be	sent	to	
SAICM	Focal	points.	
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NEXT	STEPS

Presentations	will	be	
posted	on	our	website	after	

the	workshop



WEBSITE 	&	CONTACTS
http://www	unep.org/noleadinpaint

United Nations Environment
Chemicals and Waste Branch
Economy Division

International Environment House
11-13, Chemin de Anémones
CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva
Switzerland 

Fax: +41 22 797 34 60 
Email: noleadinpaint@unep.org

World Health Organization
Public Health and 
Environment

20, Avenue Appia
CH-1211 Geneva 27
Switzerland 

Fax: +41 22 791 41 27 
Email: 
noleadinpaint@who.int
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MERCI 	 !
THANK	YOU	!
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