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- Swiss support for the UNEP Global Mercury Parinership - .
. \Dear:Mr‘iB'aI'{keln,-“ .

T -Mercury is a toxuo heavy metal of global conCern Voluntary partnershrps can be an. effectrve strategy
Lo address some of these concerns especlally if undertaken wrthln a.broader politically l:nndmg AREE
‘..framework The 25" session of the UNEP chernmg Councll has. decrded to develop a legally binding . - -

: instrument on mercury.. However it will take several years until the new Corvention on Mercury wr]l

‘enter into force.’ UNEP 5 Globai Mercury Partnershlp w:ll acldress rmmeclrately some- of the challenges
. posed by mercury | uirtil. the new Convention on Mercury enters mto force: Moreover it may continue to ‘
~doso wrthm the broader framework of the Gonventton after its” entry into force. Swﬂzerland is - o
o =comrn|tted to contiriue to support these processes: Therefore SthzerIancI is ready to become an.

o ‘oft‘clal partnier of LJNEP s Global Nlercury Partnersh|p

‘ Swrtzerland is contrlbutlng alreacly now to the achtevement of the UNEF‘ Global Mercury F-"artnershrp .
~--goaland is committed to- continue to do so. Namely, Swﬂzerland |s aotrvely engaged in and provides
. financial support fothe mercury mining pl’DjEct in Kyrgyzstan that is lmplemented by UNlTAR UNEF'
- Z0i and the Kyrgyz Government, This prolects aims to support Kyrgyzstan () phase—out its prlmary

. o -mercury mine in. Haldarkan the Iast rmajor mine exportmg mercury to mternatlonal markets Thus, thrs
. project will contiibute to decrease the supply-of rneroury on the global market Moreover; this project

. éfhances ccordinatlon and cooperatuon within the. governinent and other actors in l(yrgyzstan as weII |

; ‘as between :nternatmnal mstrtutlons such as UNITAR UNEF' and ZOL..

B ‘Swntzerlancl also supports fi nancially the Ban Tomcs prDject on terrnmal storage opt|ons of mercury S -
©waste in the Phllrppmes The aim of this projec:t is to provide rnformatlon and rnslght on sustainable -
. "storage optrons to the F‘hlhppme decrsron rnakers and to raise awareness amcmg the F‘h|lrpp|ne
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‘ ccmmumty on the necesslty of enwrcnmentslly sound management of rnercury waste. lt prcvrcles an

; msrght of the challenges faced by a developing country in the dlspeSel and. stcrsge of mercury waste,
 Thus, this project offers experlence that could be used in cther Asian countries or in: cther countrles K

) fscrng slmllsr problems with mercury starage. ‘ . :

With lts engsgement in the two projects, Swﬁzerland drrectly ccnlnbutes tc the scccmplrshment cf the-
- -1fcllcwrng genersi cbjectlve of the Glabal IVlercury F’sr'tnershrp

= fo mmlmlze snd where pcsslble gliminate the: mercury supply ccnsrdermg & hlerarchy of v
dources; end to retlre mercury from the msrket tc enwrcnmentelly scund msnsgement

' Mcrecver the Swiss. engegement ccntnbutes tc achleVe the fcllcwmg specrflc gcsls of the supply snd '
stcrege partnershlp area: o Lo : o : '
B ReelUcrng glcbel supply of mercury, especrslly frcrn prrmery mlnmg ' N

= . Retiring surplus mercury stccks frcm the market to safe and secure Iong-term stcrsge

“Fur’chermere we would Ilke to mform you ’thst Swrtzerlsnd is. w;lllng to- make: a genersl ccntrlbutlcn cf L
- €HF 50000, to UNEP's Global Mercury Psrtnershrp F'lesse note thet our ccntrlbutlcn must be fully -
‘ sckncwledged inall: reIeVent dccuments and metensls reletecl to'this area. S

" Please: confirm thst you sgree with our ccndltrcns and, in crder tc facllltste the trsnsfer cf funds
. please send us an_invoice for the sbcve mentlcnecl -amount, slong w1th ycur bsnkmg mfcrmstlen a8 .
sccn ss pess:ble - ‘ : o . o

Klnd regards

a Fecleral Office fcrthe En\nrcnment FOEN -
The Head ef the lnternstlcnel Affslrs D|Vlslcn .
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.- Thomas Kolly
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