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IOC and Regional Seas: 

Potential collaboration for 

sustainable development in 

post 2015 agenda  



Integovernemental Ocenographic 

Commission UNESCO 

-   Established in 1960 

- Only intergovernmental 

organization mandated to 

promote marine science in all 

ocean basins 

- Science, services, 

observations, data exchange 

and capacity development 

- Foster sustainable 

development of the marine 

environment  
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IOC Regional Sub-Commissions and 

Committees  

IOCARIBE 

IOCINDIO 

WESTPAC 

IOCAFRICA 
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IOC Regions + Thematic Networks  

Artic GOOS 

GOOS 

Africa 

IOGOOS 

PI-

GOOS 

SEAGOOS 

NEAR-GOOS 

Euro-GOOS 

IOCARIBE-

GOOS 

GRASP 

MEDGOOS 



Example of regional cooperation 

Cartagena Conv/IOCARIBE 

-MoU with UNEP CAR/RCU 

- LBS Protocol 

- LME+ Project 

- Caribbean Atlas 

 

Lima Conv /IOC 

-MoU with CPPS 

- Coastal Management /SPINCAM 

- Tsunami WS 

- Ocean observation /El Nino 

 

COBSEA/NOWPAP/SACEP/ 

WESTPAC 

- Marine biodiversity 

- Remote sensing data analyis 

- Alien Species 

- Training on Marine Assessment 

(WOA)  

Nairobi/Abidjan Conv/IOCAFRICA 

- Ocean Observation /GOOS-Africa 

- Ocean data management/CD 

SPREP 

- Ocean Observation –PI-GOOS 

Barcelona Conv. 

- Marine Assessment (PEGASO) 

- ICAM Protocol 



2 initiatives with high potential… 

• GEF Transboundary Water Assessment 

Programme 

 

• GEF Large Marine Ecosystem Global Governance 

project 



GEF funded project 

Implementation: April 2013 to March 2015 

 

Objectives:  

 

1. A global baseline assessment of the 

status and changing condition of 

transboundary water systems resulting 

from human and natural causes, which 

will allow the GEF, policy makers and 

international organizations to set science-

based priorities for financial resource 

allocation and  

 

2. The institutional arrangements for 

conducting periodic future assessments 

of transboundary water systems to allow 

the GEF and others to track the results of 

their interventions.   
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Source: http://www.lme.noaa.gov/  

  

  

Large Marine 

Ecosystems 
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Productivity Fisheries Pollution and Health Socio-economics Governance 

1. Chlorophyl a 

2. Primary 

productivity 

3. Sea surface 

temperature 

1. Annual catch 

2. Catch value 

3. Marine trophic index 

4. Fishing in balance 

index 

5. Stock status 

6. Catch from bottom 

impacting gear 

7. Fishing effort 

1. Nutrients (N,P,Si) 

2. Coastal Eutrophication 

Potential 

3. POPs in plastic pellets 

4. Plastic debris density 

5. Change in MPA coverage 

6. Reefs at Risk Index  

7. Mangrove extent 

8. Coral reef extent 

9. Cumulative human 

impacts 

10.Delta Vulnerability index 

 

1. % GDP fisheries 

2. %GDP international 

tourism 

3. Population within 10m 

coastal elevation 

4. Human development 

Index 

5. Deaths caused by 

climate related natural 

disasters 

1. Governance 

architecture 

Data  

Indicators 

Reports 

Web   
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• While the principal target audience is the GEF, other potential 

users of the TWAP results include the World Ocean 

Assessment (WOA)  and Regional Seas Programmes 

 

• Data will be available to users of the assessment results through 

websites, spatial data infrastructure and reports 

 

• The indicators and baselines may be relevant to environmental 

assessment and planning at Regional Seas and other scales 

 

• Can facilitate incorporation of transboundary considerations into 

WOA, Regional Seas 

Target  

audience 
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ISO Metadata document 

Data download (*.zip)  
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• Partners: 

 

 

 

 

• Objective:  
 

– To improve global ecosystem-based governance of Large 

Marine Ecosystems and their coasts by generating 

knowledge, building capacity, harnessing public and 

private partners, and supporting south-to-south learning 

and north-to-south learning.  

15 

GEF Project Proposal: LME Governance 



1. Global and regional network of partners to 

enhance EBM to support GEF/LME/ICAM/MSP/MPA 

projects 

• Enhanced network of partners working together in GEF-

LME/ICM/MPA projects.  

•  Increased interaction and collaboration between GEF- LME, 

MPA and ICM projects and other marine and coastal initiatives 

supported by GEF and partner organizations (e.g Regional 

Seas). 

• Progress towards fully integrated ‘ridge to reef’ ecosystem-

based management of freshwater and marine transboundary 

water systems,  

• Outputs: 
1. COP established 

2. Steering Committee functioning 

3. Technical Working Groups organised 

4. Regional LME networks established 
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• GEF LME/ICM/MPA projects equipped with new tools that 

incorporate ICM, MPAs and climate variability and change.  

•  Innovative approaches captured and available for use by GEF 

projects 

•   Facilitate the exchange of experiences between LME’s on 

data and information management 

 

• Outputs: 

1. Series of validated methods and new tools to address priority transboundary 

issues and national governance reforms 

2. An LME/ICM/MPA Toolkit for adaptive ecosystem-based governance 

3. Codification of experiences and best practices from GEF LME/ICM/MPA projects 

4. Establishment of an "LME/ IW environmental data management committee". 

 

 

2. Best LME Governance practices 
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• Increased collaboration and learning with non-GEF marine 

and coastal initiatives (e.g. Seascapes)  

•  GEF LME/ICM/MPA practitioners trained in new 

techniques and approaches for ecosystem-based 5-

modular assessment 

•  Increased capacity of GEF LME, ICM and MPA project 

staff and practitioners, to address the new ecosystem-

based governance priorities in GEF6 

 

• Outputs: 

1. Functional dialogue, project twinning, learning exchanges, and training 

workshops 

2. GEF LME/ICM/MPA practitioners fully trained 

3. New training materials developed (with partners) 

 

3. Capacity development, twinning and learning 

exchanges 
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• Communication of results to stakeholders, increased 

awareness of LME issues and engagement in networks 

through global and regional LME /COPs 

•  Strategy developed for showcasing LME and ICM 

assessment and governance best practices among project 

stakeholders. 

•  Global policy discussions informed and impacted 

LME/ICM/MPA governance project. 

 

• Outputs: 

1. Global LME/ICM/MPA- communication platform 

2. Lessons from GEF  ecosystem-based  LME/ICM/MPA projects disseminated 

through IW:LEARN website and other related activities 

3. Publication of findings from LME/ICM/MPA projects in peer-reviewed journals 

4. Participation of GEF ecosystem-based LME/ICM/MPA project staff and 

practitioners in regional and global conferences 

 

 

 

4. Communication, dissemination and outreach 

19 



Key messages 

• Collaboration could be strengthen across all RS  

• Need a new MoU providing framework for global and 

regional collaboration? (Last MoU 2005, exp 2010) 

• Increased integration/cooperation with LME through 

Global LME Secretariat 

• Engagement of RS in reviewing and using TWAP 

LME and Open Ocean data products 

• Potential for capacity development support of RS 

through LME governance project and other IOC 

programmes (eg Global Ocean Teacher Academy) 

 



http://ioc.unesco.org 

Ευχαριστώ πολύ! 

Thank you!  

Merci beaucoup! 

¡Muchas gracias! 

  شُكْرًا

Спасибо 

谢谢 


