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OSPAR Convention - protection of the marine environment
of the North East Atlantic

Main Objectives
* Prevent and eliminate pollution

* protect the maritime area against the adverse effects of human activities
« safeguard human health and conserve marine ecosystems

 when practicable, restore marine areas

Guiding PrincCiples

Ecosystem Approach - the overarching concept and basis for OSPAR work
Precautionary Principle

Polluter Pays principle

Best Available Techniques and Best Environmental Practices
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OSPAR Commission

16 Contracting Parties

Belgium
Denmark
Finland
France
Germany
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Iceland Vv
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Ireland

Luxembourg

The Netherlands

Norway

Portugal OSPAR Maritime Area and Regions:
Spain Region I: Arctic Waters

Sweden Region II: Greater North Sea

Switzerland Region lIl: Celtic Seas
The United Kingdom

European Union

Region 1V: Bay of Biscay/lIberian Coast
Region V: Wider Atlantic
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Threatened and Declining Species and Habitats
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Ecosystem Approach

to Managing Human
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Our friends In fisheries! - Cooperation
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Are we speaking the same language?







Are there too many players?

MS‘

EU Marine Intemational Scientific Councils
EU Regional Fisheries Organizations

EU Regional Conventions

UM comentions and treaties

EU legal framework on marne/maritime affairs
Think tankers

European specialized agencies

European Manne Scientific Clusters
Eumpean Mantime Clusters

Databases

International Programmes (IPO in Europe)

Funding instruments

Reporting Processes

UN specialized agencies with manins/marntime mandate
Other marine Intemational Organizations in Europe
Main Marine/Martime NGOs in Europe

Other main Intemational NGOs

UN Funding instruments
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The Regional Role
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COM M l s s 'ON Protecting and conserving the

North-East Atlantic and its resowrces

Home About Convention Organisation

The North£ast Atiantic

= Reglon I; Arctic Waters

= Reglon Ii: Greater North Sea
Region Ili: Ceitic Seas
Reglon IV: Bay of Biscay and
Iberian Coast

Region V: Wider Atlantic

Work Areas

Meetings

Data

Search...

Fact & Assessment Sheets News

ABOUT

OSPAR is the mechanism by which
15 Governments & the EU
Louperale 1O protect the marine
environment of the North-East
Atlantic

MARINE STRATEGY FRAMEWORK
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