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“If our oceans are not healthy, our economy falls ill. Global maritime challenges require
global solutions. | am committed to working intensively to define Europe's role in

international ocean governance, for a sustainable blue economy and blue growth.”

Mr Karmenu Vella, EU Commissioner for the Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries
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20m km?
is the total area of the combined -
Exclusive Economic Zone of the EU Member States. — The EU has

the world’s
largest EEZ.

This marine territory is around 38096 larger than its land
counterpart, and is the world’s largest
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to the EU economy,
a strategic area
with scope for large
and SUSTAINABLE
GROWTH.
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Sustainable future: healthy environment and economic growth

THE HEALTHIER OUR SEAS,
THE MORE BENEFITS WE GET FROM THEM

Marine protected areas =
heailthier marine ecosystems + sccio-economic benefits

climate
regulation O

improving O
coastal protection

boosting coastal
O and maritime tourism :
rebuilding
O fish stocks
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10% of seas protected = EUR 3. 2 billion potential annual benefits




Oceans on the global agenda

e 2030 Agenda for Sustainable ”FE
Development

Sustainable Development Goal 14: 1 BEI_OW WATER

Conserve and sustainably use the oceans,

seas and marine resources

e C(Climate Change negotiations

e Implementing Agreement on
Biodiversity Beyond National
Jurisdiction




European
Commission

International
ocean governance

UN CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE SEA (UNCLOS)

UNDERWATER [ o akd Moy
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MULTILATERAL SEABED
DIALOGUE RESOURCES

» Give impetus for implementation of the SDG 14
JURISDICTION » Better governance would improve ecosystem
health on which oceans' benefits for future

generations depend.
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j Ly exploitation of the ocean resources, area based
- - ey management in international waters.

MANAGEMENT

OF RESOURCES « UNCLOS

+ MEAs
DISPUTE SETTLEMENT

+ Global and regional levels of governance




Ocean governance in EU

Integrated Maritime Policy

Marine Strategy Framework Directive
Marine Litter
Maritime Spatial Planning Directive

Integrated Coastal Zone Management

Role of RSCs and other regional

institutions
s




What is the role of Regional Seas Conventions in

Global Ocean Governance?







