
Matjaž MALGAJ 
European Commission 

DG Environment 

EU and Ocean Governance 

The 17th Global meeting for the 
Regional Sea conventions and 
Action  Plans, 20-200 October 2015 



Ocean governance consultation 





Impacts on 
ecosystems 



Sustainable future: healthy environment and economic growth 

 



Oceans on the global agenda 

 

• 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development  

Sustainable Development Goal 14: 
Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, 
seas and marine resources   

• Climate Change negotiations 

• Implementing Agreement on 
Biodiversity Beyond National 
Jurisdiction 

 



International 
ocean governance  

 
• Give impetus for implementation of the SDG 14 

 
• Better governance would improve ecosystem 

health on which oceans' benefits for future 
generations depend.  

 
• Agree rules on EIA economic activities and 

exploitation of the ocean resources, area based 
management in international waters. 

 
• UNCLOS 
 
• MEAs 
 
• Global and regional levels of governance 



Ocean governance in EU 

Integrated Maritime Policy 

• Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

• Marine Litter 

• Maritime Spatial Planning Directive 

• Integrated Coastal Zone Management 

 

• Role of RSCs and other regional 
institutions 



• What is the role of Regional Seas Conventions in 

Global Ocean Governance? 



Thank you for your 
attention! 


