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RENEWABLE
ELECTRICITY

USA
$44.1 
billion

Honduras, Morocco, 
Pakistan, Philippines 
and Uruguay 
invest more than 
$500 
million

Germany 
$8.5 
billion

India
$10.2 
billion

UK
$22.2 
billion

Mexico 
$4 
billion

Chile 
$3.4 
billion

Brazil 
$7.1 
billion

Japan 
$36.2 
billion

China 
$103 
billion

South Africa 
$4.5 
billion

(Data source: UNEP FS / BNEF Global Trends in 
Renewable Energy Investment 2016)

22.8%

Fossil fuels
and nuclear

77.2%

«In 2015, significant strides were made in the financing of 
renewable energy technologies.  Global Trends in Renewable 

Energy Investment 2016 increases our confidence that a 
low-carbon world is attainable and that we are on the right 

path to reach our objectives, including those under the 
Sustainable Development Goals.»

Ban Ki-moon, United Nations Secretary-General

RENEWABLE ENERGY 
ON THE RISE 

Energy from renewable sources 
– solar, wind, geothermal, hydro, 
bioenergy, ocean – is local, clean 
and inexpensive to use. 
Renewable energy does not 
create atmospheric pollution or 
lasting waste.

SOLAR GEOTHERMAL SMALL HYDRO

BIOFUELS WIND BIOMASS

RENEWABLE POWER CAPACITY ROSE FROM 
85 GW FROM 2004 TO 657 GW IN 2014 

Vs

Global investment
in renewables:
$286 billion

Global
investment

in fossil fuel: 
$130 billion

(Data source: UNEP FS / BNEF Global Trends in Renewable Energy Investment 2016)

Estimated Renewable Energy Share of Global Electricity Production, End-2014

Renewables attracted more than double the $130 billion committed to 
new coal and gas generation.

RENEWABLE ENERGY INVESTMENTS: MAJOR 
MILESTONES REACHED, NEW WORLD RECORD SET

Developing countries:
$156 billion

Developed countries:
$130 billion

Last year set a new record 
for global investment in 
renewable energy, which 
rose 5 per cent to

$US 286 billion,
more than six times higher 
than in 2004.
(Data source: UNEP FS / BNEF Global Trends 
in Renewable Energy Investment 2016)

(Data source: REN21 Renewables Global Status Report 2015 )

UN ENVIRONMENT 
AT WORK

The Seed Capital Assistance Facility helps early 
stage ventures in low-income countries finance 
clean energy projects through mitigating investment 
risk and working with investors. SCAF works with 
investment funds such as Greenwish which just 
launched one of sub-Saharan Africa’s largest solar 
energy projects in Senegal. The 20-megawatt 
Senergy 2 project in Bokhol, close to the northern 
Senegalese border, will serve 160,000 people 
with electricity. 

Seed Capital Assistance Facility

 

Bokhol, Senegal

UN Environment is collaborating 
with a range of countries including 
Peru, to swiftly enact National 
Appropriate Mitigation Actions by 
showing how the country can get 
the technology, financing and 
training needed to carry out 
mitigation activities, and how these 
activities could be measured and 
verified. 

National Appropriate 
Mitigation Actions 

Peru

The Basel Agency for Sustainable 
Energy, a UN Environment Partner 
launched a pilot project in Haiti that 
promotes solar powered products: 
RemitEnergy. More than 42,000 
clean energy units, from lanterns 
that charge mobile phones to small 
solar kits of 5W that provide 
lighting, have been sold to over 
17,000 people saving Haitians more 
than $US 1.5 million. 

RemitEnergy

Haiti
UN Environment, the World Resources 
Institute and United Nations Development 
Programme teamed up to build capacity in 
nine countries (Nepal, Colombia, El Salvador, 
Fiji, Ghana, Kenya, Nepal, Philippines, 
Uzbekistan), helping them access the fund 
to cut carbon and prepare for the impacts of 
climate change, through mechanisms such 
as Enhanced Direct Access, which brings 
decision-making to the local community.  

Green Climate Fund Readiness 
Programme

Nepal

ABOUT UN ENVIRONMENT

The United Nations Environment Programme provides leadership to inspire action, inform stakeholders and improve 
the quality of life for present and future generations. As well as working closely with the scientific community and 
member states to develop evidence based policies, the organization actively engages with stakeholders from the 
private sector to understand the challenges and opportunities to scale up potential solutions for the environment.

For more information, www.unep.org

MARKET TRANSFORMATION 
FOR ENERGY EFFICIENT LIGHTING

Electricity Morocco was 
climbing fast –by as much as 

10 percent in some years– 
a large share used to light 

homes. Energy efficiency 
effectively became a national 

emergency with lighting at 
the heart of the effort.

Power use could be curbed easily if 
householders made one small change: use a 
compact fluorescent lamp (CFLs) instead of an 
incandescent (ILs). The replacement of 15 million 
incandescent lamps will save 1,070 GWh of 
electricity consumption per year in Morocco, 
which represents twice the annual consumption 
of the entire city of Agadir. 

But to make that happen, the country had to 
clear two hurdles. Though gifted with a longer 
lifetime and much more energy efficient, 
CFLs were six times more expensive to buy than 
ILs in Morocco, which could be up to a week’s 
pay for an average household. In addition, 
CFLs sold in Morocco were often not up 
to consumer standards. To overcome these 
obstacles, in 2010 UN Environment, alongside 
the Moroccan Ministry of Energy, Mines, 
Water and Environment (MEMWE) and the 
National Electricity and Water Utility (ONEE), 
set up the Market Transformation for 
Energy Efficient Lighting.  

The program uses multiple approaches to rapidly disseminate 
energy efficient lighting in homes all over the Kingdom. 
Here’s how it works: a consumer may get up to 10 CFLs 
a year from ONEE, and then pay them back gradually, 10 cents 
per month over 20 months for each lamp; CFLs are installed 
by ONEE in offices, and passed out in remote areas by mobile 
caravans; low-income households are eligible for a MAD 3 
(US$0.35) subsidy per CFL, lowering the price nearly 
13 percent; and finally, CFL lamps are sold in supermarkets 
in big cities to increase accessibility. 

In total, Morocco’s hard work transforming the energy efficiency 
market has led to nine million CFLs installed, beating the original 
target of five million. The bar has now been raised to 10 million. 
The Market Transformation for Energy Efficient Lighting was 
successful in reducing the price of CFLs, even below the ONEE 
target, to MAD 18 from MAD 24. 

Of course, policies and regulations will drive Moroccans 
to convert to CFLs even faster. A joint effort with en.lighten 
is helping develop taxes and regulations to phase out ILs, 
and to phase in minimum performance standards for efficient 
lighting. To further adoption, the program is considering taxes 
and other financial sweeteners for throwing away ILs, 
recycling CFLs, alongside training policymakers and updating 
customs officials and staff at product testing labs to keep 
CFL product standards high.
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