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REPORT OF THE MEETING 

 

1. Introduction 

1. The Fifteenth Intergovernmental Meeting (IGM) on the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment 

Programme and Twelfth Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection and 

Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region was convened from 25 – 27 October 

2012 in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic. 

2. This Meeting proposed to review the achievements of the Caribbean Environment Programme (CEP) during 

the 2010-2012 period and to approve the Workplan and Budget of the Caribbean Environment Programme 

(CEP) for the 2013-2014 Biennium. 

3. The Secretariat, on behalf of the CEP Governments and Contracting Parties to the Cartagena Convention, 

convened the Meeting to: 

 Evaluate the projects and activities implemented within the framework of the Caribbean Environment 

Programme during the period 2010-2012; 

 

 Review the progress made in the implementation of the Decisions of the Fourteenth Intergovernmental 

Meeting on the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment Programme and Eleventh Meeting of the 

Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of 

the Wider Caribbean Region, Montego Bay, Jamaica, 6-9 October 2010; 

 

 Review and take action, as appropriate, on the Decisions of the Seventh Meeting of the Contracting 

Parties (COP) to the Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW) in the Wider 

Caribbean Region, Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 23 October 2012; 
 

 Review and take action, as appropriate, on the Decisions of the First Meeting of the Contracting Parties 

(COP) to the Protocol Concerning Pollution from Land-Based Sources and Activities (LBS) in the Wider 

Caribbean Region, Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 24 October 2012; 

 

 Review the recommendations of and take action, as appropriate, on the Report of the Sixth Meeting of 

the Steering Committee to the Protocol Concerning Cooperation in Combating Oil Spills in the Wider 

Caribbean Region, Willemstad, Curaçao, 7-9 May 2012; 

 

 Review and adopt the Workplan and Budget for CEP for the 2013-2014 biennium, including those of the 

Regional Activity Centres; and 

 

 Decide on the composition of the Monitoring Committee and the Bureau of Contracting Parties for the 

2013-2014 Biennium. 

 

4. National focal points or their designated representatives of all States and Territories participating in the 

Caribbean Environment Programme and the Commission of the European Union were invited to attend the 

Meeting. Other States that have demonstrated concern for the protection of the marine environment of the 

Wider Caribbean Region (WCR), UN and non-UN regional and international organizations, NGOs, donors 

and private sector representatives participating or interested in the Caribbean Environment Programme, were 

also invited to attend the Meeting as observers. Regional and international experts were also invited to make 

special presentations to the Meeting. The List of Participants is included in Annex VIII of this Report.  
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AGENDA ITEM 1: OPENING OF THE MEETING 

5. Opening statements were provided by Mr. Nelson Andrade Colmenares, Coordinator of the Caribbean 

Environment Programme and the Cartagena Convention; by Ms. Jacqueline Alder, Coordinator, Freshwater and 

Marine Ecosystems Branch, Division of Environmental Policy Implementation (DEPI), Nairobi, on behalf of 

the Executive Director of UNEP, Mr. Achim Steiner; and by Ms. Ydalia Acevedo Monegro, Vice-Minister for 

Coastal and Marine Resources, of the Government of the Dominican Republic, who declared the meeting 

opened at 9:30 am at the Dreams Palm Beach Resort in Punta Cana. 

6. Mr. Nelson Andrade Colmenares thanked the Government of the Dominican Republic for its valuable financial 

and logistical support which made possible the convening of this Meeting in Punta Cana as well as three other 

intergovernmental meetings of CEP also held in Punta Cana during the same week. He welcomed all delegates, 

specially invited guests, partners, donors and friends of the Caribbean Environment Programme to the Fifteenth 

Intergovernmental Meeting on the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment Programme and the Twelfth 

Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Cartagena Convention for the Protection and Development of the 

Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region. 

7. Mr. Andrade Colmenares remarked that it was evident that, 26 years after its entry into force, the Cartagena 

Convention remains of great relevance to Member States of the Wider Caribbean Region and  pointed out that 

only three out of the 28 possible Member States to the Convention have not yet acceded to it. He acknowledged 

that the SPAW Protocol continues to attract the support of the Wider Caribbean Governments with the 

ratification of The Bahamas and Grenada during the reporting period, bringing the total to 16 Contracting 

Parties since its entry into force in the year 2000. The LBS Protocol, adopted in 1999, is enjoying renewed vigor  

as shown by the ratification by the Governments of The Bahamas, Antigua and Barbuda, Guyana and Grenada 

during the reporting period, which brought the Protocol into force in 2010 with the First Meeting of the Parties 

held immediately prior to the present 15
th

 Intergovernmental Meeting of the CEP.During his remarks he  

acknowledged the support received from the four Regional Activity Centres: namely the Regional Marine 

Pollution Emergency Information and Training Centre, the Regional Activity Centre for the Specially 

Protected Areas and Wildlife Protocol, the Centre of Engineering and Environmental Management of 

Coasts and Bays, and the Institute of Marine Affairs. He equally expressed appreciation for the countries 

which host these centres in the region, respectively Curacao, France, Cuba and Trinidad and Tobago, with 

financial resources as well as the secondment of staff. The Governments of Spain and Italy were recognized 

for their support to the activities of the SPAW Programme related to marine mammals and marine protected 

areas. 

8. He highlighted that among the main accomplishments for the biennium was the successful completion of 

the GEF-funded projects “Reducing Pesticide Run-off to the Caribbean Sea” (REPCar) and “Integrating 

Watershed and Coastal Areas Management” (IWCAM), which were implemented in close cooperation with 

United Nations and regional organizations, as well as private sector partners in the region, to deliver 

tangible benefits to local communities.  The CEP is the executing agency for the Caribbean Regional Fund 

for Wastewater Management (CReW) as a GEF IDB-lead Project and has finalized a new full project 

proposal to the GEF as a follow-up to the GEF-funded Integrating Watershed and Coastal Areas 

Management (IWCAM) called “IW Eco” to address land, water and biodiversity management in the region. 

The hosting of the GEF International Waters Conference in 2013 by the CEP will provide an opportunity to 

feature such progresses achieved by the CEP and the implementation of the Cartagena Convention.  

9. Ms. Jacqueline Alder, conveyed the appreciation of the Executive Director of UNEP to the Government of the 

Dominican Republic for hosting the meetings. She stressed the importance of the present IGM as this year, 

2012, has been a golden one for oceans and coasts. The Rio+20 Conference and the outcome document The 

Future We Want highlights through 20 paragraphs the importance of oceans and coasts, as well as SIDS for 

sustainable development. The Caribbean Environment Programme is one of UNEP's key Regional Seas and 

the leadership it provides in bringing together various programmes and partners to tackle the issues facing 

Parties to the Cartagena Convention, is a valuable example in maintaining the Regional Seas Programmes a 

UNEP flagship. 

10. She informed the meeting that at the Third Intergovernmental Review on the Implementation of the Global 

Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land Based Activities (GPA) 
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(Manila, 25-27 January 2012), Member States gave UNEP as the Secretariat, a clear mandate through the 

Manila Declaration to focus on marine debris, nutrients and wastewater over the next five years. These three 

mandates also fall within the mandates of Regional Seas Programmes including the Cartagena Convention. 

UNEP had been advancing two of the three mandates - marine debris and nutrients - through the development 

of partnership Programmes. The Marine Debris Partnership was initiated at the Honolulu Conference on 

Marine Debris in 2010 and launched at Rio+20 this year.  UNEP also leads a global nutrient partnership and 

will hold a meeting in the Caribbean region in 2013 in conjunction with the CEP. 

11. Vice-Minister Ydalia Acevedo Monegro, representing the Government of the Dominican Republic, welcomed 

delegates and partners to Punta Cana and to the 15th Intergovernmental Meeting on the Action Plan for the 

Caribbean Environment Programme and Twelfth Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the 

Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region. She reaffirmed the 

commitment of the Dominican Republic in continuing to support the CEP, reiterating that the Regional Seas 

Programme can be considered a significant icon for the sustainability of world coastal and marine waters. 

Particularly, it has strengthened marine protected areas, the protection of endangered and vulnerable species as 

well as critical ecosystems in the Dominican Republic such as the Marine Mammal Sanctuary of La Plata and 

Navidad Banks. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 2:  ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING 

2.1) Rules of Procedure  

12. The Meeting agreed to apply mutatis mutandis the Rules of Procedure for the Meetings of the Convention for 

the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region (Cartagena 

Convention), as contained in document UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.30/4/Rev.2. 

 

2.2) Election of Officers  

13. The Meeting elected from among its participants the following officers: the Chairperson, three Vice-

Chairpersons and a Rapporteur. These officers will form the Bureau of Contracting Parties for the period until 

the Sixteenth Intergovernmental Meeting on the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment Programme and 

Thirteenth Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection and Development of the 

Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region is convened. The President of the Bureau shall also serve 

as Chairman of the Monitoring Committee. 

 

14. The Meeting elected from among the experts the following officers of the Meeting: 

 Chairperson:  Ydalia Acevedo Monegro (Dominican Republic) 

 First Vice-Chairperson: Paul Phillip (Grenada) 

 Second Vice-Chairperson: Karim Hodge (UK)  

 Third Vice-Chairperson:  Leila Villatoro (Guatemala) 

 Rapporteur:   Elizabeth Taylor Jay (Colombia) 

 

 2.3) Organization of Work 

15. English, French and Spanish were the working languages of the Meeting. Simultaneous interpretation in these 

languages was provided by the Secretariat for the plenary sessions. The working documents of the Meeting 

were available in all the working languages. It was noted that the report of the Meeting will be adopted in 

English and the Decisions of the Meeting in the three working languages. The Meeting also elected to adopt its 

hours of work as reflected in the order of the day, and such other arrangements of a procedural or 

organizational nature as deemed necessary. 
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AGENDA ITEM 3:  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

16. The Meeting was invited to adopt the Agenda of the Meeting as contained in document UNEP (DEPI)/CAR 

IG.33/1, as well as the working hours and other procedural and organizational matters.  

17. The government of Mexico expressed its intention to raise the need for discussion on the topic referring to the 

involvement of Parties in the recruitment processes of the Coordinator, as per Decision VI of the 14
th

 IGM and 

11
th

 Conference of the Parties of the Cartagena Convention, and after clarification from the Chairperson, it was 

agreed that the issue be raised again under agenda item 8 “Other Business”. 

18. After such clarifications, the Agenda was adopted with the addition from the Government of Mexico under 

agenda item 8, as presented in Annex I of this Report. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 4: REPORT OF THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE MONITORING COMMITTEE AND 

PRESIDENT OF THE BUREAU OF CONTRACTING PARTIES 

19. The outgoing President of the Bureau of Contracting Parties and Chairman of the Monitoring Committee, Ms. 

Paulette Kolbusch, Senior Manager, National Environment and Planning Agency, Jamaica, presented her 

report for the 2010-2012 biennium. She began by congratulating the CEP Coordinator and the staff of the 

Secretariat, the Regional Activity Centres and the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Project Management 

Units for their achievements and continued efforts to respond to emerging needs of the Wider Caribbean. 

20. She highlighted the successes of the projects funded by the GEF, the increased numbers of ratifications to the 

Cartagena Convention and its Protocols and the challenges ahead that needed to be addressed to ensure 

financial sustainability of the Caribbean Environment Programme. Ms. Kolbusch encouraged the Secretariat to 

continue to play a leading role in coordinating and ensuring synergies between regional projects implemented 

in the Wider Caribbean, mobilizing partners and working closely with the private sector. 

21. In the area of financial sustainability, she applauded the efforts of member Governments in their payment of 

arrears and invited them to expand such contributions, also in mobilizing donors and external sources. 

Ms. Kolbusch recognized the significant support of the Governments of Curaçao, France, the United States of 

America, and Trinidad and Tobago in support of the RACs.  With regard to the proposed Workplan and 

budget for the 2013-2014 biennium, she suggested that realistic targets and priorities be set and emphasis 

placed on projects resulting in the greatest impacts and benefits regionally and nationally. Ecosystem-based 

management, green and blue economies and resource evaluation are some of the challenges emanating from 

Rio+20 deliberations for the development agenda of many countries in the region. 

22. In conclusion, she thanked all delegates for their support and wished the incoming chair, Ms. Ydalia Acevedo 

Monegro from the Government of the Dominican Republic, best wishes during her tenure. 
 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 5: REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF UNEP ON THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CARIBBEAN ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME 

(2010-2012) AND BUDGET 

23. The Chairperson invited the Secretariat to present the Report of the Executive Director of the Cartagena 

Convention on the Implementation of the 2010–2012 Workplan of the Caribbean Environment Programme, as 

contained in document UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/INF.4, including implementation of the Decisions of the 

Fourteenth Intergovernmental and Eleventh Meeting of the Contracting Parties (Montego Bay, Jamaica, 6-9 

October 2010). 
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24. In his presentation Mr. Andrade Colmenares covered the implementation of the work programme for the 2010-

2012 biennium, the budgetary status, and administration and human resources management at the Secretariat.  

25.  He reiterated that CEP projects and activities continue to support its mission to promote regional co-operation 

for the protection and development of the Wider Caribbean Region (WCR) and its long term objective of 

achieving sustainable development of marine and coastal resources in the WCR through effective, integrated 

management that allows for economic growth and sustainable livelihoods.  

26. The Secretariat has taken appropriate actions in response to the Decisions of the Fourteenth Intergovernmental 

Meeting and other CEP intergovernmental or technical meetings and these were implemented within the work 

programme for 2010-2012 (Annex I, UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/INF.4).  

27. Staffing at UNEP-CAR/RCU currently includes a total of 14 staff members (the Coordinator, two professional 

officers, and nine general service/locally recruited staff financed under the Caribbean Trust Fund; and one 

Fund Management Officer and one Finance Assistant (funded through the programme support costs).  There is 

one project post at the general service level and one long-term consultant at the professional equivalent, 

financed through external funding, under the GEF project on the Caribbean Regional Fund for Wastewater 

Management (GEF/CReW).  

28.  The Secretariat has actively pursued the collection of pledges to the Caribbean Trust Fund (CTF), including 

the collection of outstanding pledges. The Secretariat collected a total of US$2,033,428 in 2010-2011 and 

US$1,311,016 (as at 31st July) in 2012. This compares to US$2,341,505 in 2008-2009, US$2,484,022 for 

2006-2007; and US$2,517,328 for 2004-2005.  

29. Whilst the amounts collected in 2010-2011 seem to have reduced compared to previous biennia, 2012 has seen 

a significant improvement in payment of pledges and arrears in just the first half of the year.  Successful 

innovative strategies continued during the last biennium to help address ongoing financial constraints 

including: encouraging governments to make in-kind contributions through hosting of meetings and 

workshops and mobilizing direct bilateral support for unfunded and new project activities in the region, with 

such costs being offset against their unpaid pledges to the CTF (Annex III, UNEP (DEPI) CAR IG.33/INF.4).   

30. Additional support was provided by several Governments for the convening of CEP meetings and workshops.  

This includes the Government of the Dominican Republic (US$200,000 in lieu of their arrears) to host the 

present Cartagena Convention COP/IGM and the COPs of the LBS and SPAW Protocols, as well as the 

SPAW STAC. Governments, notably also Aruba, which supported the convening of the First LBS STAC 

Meeting, have continued to provide in-kind support within their capacities for national and regional workshops 

as contribution to the implementation of CEP‟s Workplan.    

31. Other CEP member-Governments, especially those with unpaid pledges, are encouraged to make regular and 

timely payments to the Trust Fund.  In challenging situations, Member Governments are also called to 

consider hosting of CEP meetings and workshops in the future to offset their financial arrears. This will allow 

for programme continuity and a more effective response by the Secretariat, to the needs of member 

Governments. 

 

32. In his presentation, he renewed the Secretariat's recognition for the cooperation shown by many other 

Governments who provided support and extraordinary contributions to facilitate the implementation of the 

2010-2012 work programme. He noted the continued support provided by the Governments of Cuba, France, 

Trinidad and Tobago and the former Netherlands Antilles, now Curaçao (as of 10 October 2010) for hosting the 

Regional Activity Centres (RACs). Additionally, the Secretariat thanked the Governments of France and the 

United States of America for seconding experts to the Regional Centre for Oil Spills (RAC-REMPEITC) in 

Curaçao and looks forward to their continued support.  

 

33. Mr. Andrade Colmenares summarized the status of ratifications of the Cartagena Convention and its 

Protocols, welcoming the ratifications during the reporting period for the LBS Protocol by the Governments 

of Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Guyana and Grenada and for the SPAW Protocol by the 

Governments of The Bahamas and Grenada.  

 



UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/6 

Page 6 

 
34. The Delegate of Honduras expressed the intention of her Government to explore accession to the Cartagena 

Convention and its Protocols, requesting further information on this process and costs involved. The 

Secretariat thanked the Government of Honduras for its interest and informed the Meeting that it would 

follow-up bilaterally on this issue with the Government of Honduras. 

35. The Coordinator invited the Secretariat„s Programme Officers and Team Assistant to report on the progress of 

their respective programmes: AMEP, SPAW and CETA. 

36. The AMEP Programme Officer, Mr. Christopher Corbin, presented the outputs of the AMEP Sub-programme 

during the 2010-2012 reporting period, as contained in document UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.33/3. He 

highlighted that the projects and activities supported two key objectives: pollution prevention and reduction, 

and information management. 

37. Mr. Corbin began his overview by outlining the goal and specific objectives of the AMEP sub-programme in 

support of the implementation of the LBS and Oil Spills Protocols and highlighted the significant contribution 

to the programme‟s achievements from the implementation of the GEF funded projects and through the work 

of the LBS and Oil Spills Regional Activity Centres. He reflected on the continued progress in the ratification 

of the LBS Protocol in the region with a total of 10 Contracting Parties and the successful convening of the 1st 

Conference of Parties for the LBS Protocol.  Specific mention was made of fund raising efforts, a summary of 

overall expenditures, and the level of effort required for programme coordination by the Secretariat.   

38. Mr. Corbin reported on some of the major sub-programme achievements during the reporting period including: 

(1) Entry into force of the LBS Protocol in 2010; (2) Development of new CEP Technical Reports; (3) Success 

of the GEF IWCAM and REPCar Projects; (4) Regional LBS Collage Competition; (5) Development of UNEP 

CEP web site as a Clearing House Mechanism; (6) Initial approval of a new follow up project proposal to 

IWCAM – IW Eco; (7) Implementation of the CReW Project to address wastewater; (8) The outputs of the 

Interim Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment, specifically the State of the Convention Area Report 

(SOCAR) outline, (9) Entering into force of the Special Area Designation for the Caribbean Sea under 

MARPOL Annex V and (10) Development of a GIS-based data base of the Maritime Traffic in the Wider 

Caribbean Region. 

39. The main outputs from project implementation activities were presented under the specific thematic areas of 

monitoring and assessment, wastewater management, watershed management, solid waste management, 

national programmes of action, climate change and disaster risk management and oil spills planning.   He 

highlighted some of the major national and regional achievements in each of these thematic areas. The 

achievements of the GEF REPCar and GEF IWCAM projects, including lessons learned were further 

highlighted and he commended the respective project managers and their staff for their dedication and 

commitment. 

40. Mr. Corbin briefly presented information on the activities of the GEF CReW project which held its inception 

workshop in February 2012.  He encouraged countries who had endorsed this project to maximize 

opportunities to facilitate LBS Protocol implementation through project activities in particular in support of 

Annex III of the Protocol. 

41. The two LBS Regional Activity Centres were invited to provide additional information on specific activities in 

support of the LBS Protocol during the 2010-2012 period. Mr. Antonio Villasol, Director of RAC-Cimab, 

specifically referred to the planning and execution of the Final Workshop on Heavily Contaminated Bays and 

the Baseline Assessment of Domestic Wastewater in Selected Areas of the Wider Caribbean Region carried 

out from April 2010 to December 2010. He also highlighted the execution of a workshop to review and update 

wastewater management related legislation, from 30 October to 1 November 2011. Mr. Villasol noted that 

RAC-Cimab produced fact sheets in English, Spanish and French which provide information on the results of 

the updated CEP Technical Report No. 33, the Know-Why Network project and Baseline Analysis of 

Domestic Wastewater. A brochure was also produced and disseminated in English and Spanish on Wastewater 

Management Technologies in the WCR, as well as DVDs. 

42. He thanked RAC-IMA, UNEP CAR/RCU and the United States of America for reviewing and providing 

comments on the update of Technical Report No. 33, now Technical Report No. 52 and the input of many 

other countries including Costa Rica, Nicaragua and Colombia. 
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43. He noted the financial contribution by RAC- Cimab towards the contaminated bays workshop and for the 

review of National legislation and highlighted the update of maps on the state of the ratification of the 

Convention and the LBS, SPAW and Oil Spills Protocols. Ms. Amoy Lum Kong, Director of the RAC-IMA 

presented on the activities of the RAC and indicated that the RAC was involved in three (3) main activities 

during the period. These activities included participation in the Interim Technical Working group on 

Environmental Monitoring and Assessment; participation in Regional Experts Workshop on Environmental 

Monitoring and Assessment and; the Production and Dissemination of Promotional Material. Ms. Lum Kong 

highlighted the objectives of the Technical Working Group and the Regional Workshop, as well as the 

activities and outputs of the working group and face to face workshop. She noted that promotional material 

was produced including a 12-minute DVD which had the objective to inform the public of CEP and the 

Cartagena Convention and to facilitate increased support to CEP.  She noted that RAC-IMA provided 

comments during preparation of the Summary of National Programmes of Action (NPAs), and was involved in 

the development of the NPA in Trinidad and Tobago.  Ms. Lum Kong expressed that RAC- IMA would like to 

take a more leadership role in future projects and activities of the LBS Protocol. 

44. Mr. Corbin also invited Ms. Anne Reglain representing RAC- REMPEITC to present additional detail 

concerning the development and use of the GIS-based data base for mapping maritime traffic in the Wider 

Caribbean Region.   

45. Mr. Corbin concluded by mentioning some of the challenges and lessons learnt during the biennium and 

suggested areas that the IGM may wish to recommend on including: LBS Protocol ratification/promotion, 

GPA implementation, mobilization of financial resources, development of new projects and partnerships, how 

to enhance work in non-GEF eligible countries, next steps for the development of a State of the Convention 

Area Report (SOCAR) and future priority activities for AMEP Sub-programme.. 

 

46. The Chairperson invited Ms. Alessandra Vanzella-Khouri of the Secretariat to present the results of 

implementation of the SPAW Sub-programme during the 2010-2012 reporting period, as contained in 

document UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.33/3.  

47. Ms. Vanzella-Khouri began her overview by outlining the goal and specific objectives of the SPAW sub-

programme in support of the implementation of the SPAW Protocol.  She highlighted the sub-programme‟s 

achievements for the five major areas of activities: Programme Coordination, Strengthening of Protected Areas 

in the Wider Caribbean Region, Development of Guidelines for Protected Areas and Species Management; 

Conservation of Threatened and Endangered Species; and Conservation and Sustainable Use of Coastal and 

Marine Ecosystems.  She emphasized that most projects and activities were carried out in close cooperation 

with the SPAW-RAC in Guadeloupe as per the “Report of the SPAW Regional Activity Centre (SPAW-RAC) 

in Guadeloupe: RAC Operations and Budget for the period 2010-2012” (UNEP (DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.4), 

reiterating, with much appreciation, that the SPAW-RAC is fully funded by the Government of France. She 

also thanked the SPAW-RAC for the detailed presentation made on their implementation of activities during 

the biennium at the SPAW COP7 which were fundamental for the successful progress in the achievement of 

the SPAW Sub-Programme´s objectives.. 

48. Major funds raised and allocated included an important grant of US$ 1.1 million received from the Government 

of Italy for a two year project to assist with the strengthening of MPAs in support of the Caribbean Challenge 

Initiative.. These activities on protected areas strengthening, included technical assistance through 18 grants 

(totalling US $600,000) for MPAs, as well as training and capacity building on marine protected areas 

management, all executed through CaMPAM as reflected in the detailed update provided by the Secretariat in 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.5. This included over 320 MPA practitioners from 15 countries of the region 

trained through both regional and local courses on different aspects of MPA management, exchanges on better 

practices between fishers and MPA managers, training on PAs sustainable finance mechanisms; updating of the 

regional MPA database with online applicability and maintaining communications and information exchange 

among the CaMPAM members through the electronic forum.   

49. The process for listing Protected Areas under SPAW Protocol has proceeded by the respective Working Group 

established with this purpose and coordinated by the SPAW-RAC, as reported under UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG 

34/3. This has enabled the listing of the first 18 Protected Areas under the Protocol as was just approved by the 

SPAW COP7 which concluded earlier in the week. The work on application of the criteria for listing of species 
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has progressed (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/4) and a guidance document on the criteria and process for the 

assessment of exemptions to Article 11 (2) of the SPAW Protocol has been developed by the dedicated 

Working group and presented to the SPAW COP 7 for review and tentative adoption pending final internal 

consultations by Member States (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/5). 

50. Ms. Vanzella-Khouri also reported on the various inter-agency collaborations, such as with WIDECAST, 

SCSCB and CABI in the areas of sea turtle conservation, bird conservation and invasive alien species 

respectively. She highlighted the efforts developed by the Secretariat to tackle the issue of the lionfish invasion 

as summarized in UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.8. 

51. In her report she summarized the activities implemented under the Marine Mammal Action Plan (brief summary 

in UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.6) which included significant progress on analysis and modeling of data for 

24 species of cetaceans and the West Indies manatee under the UNEP/Spain LifeWeb Project on Broad-scale 

Marine Spatial Planning for Marine Mammal Corridors and Transboundary Management.  She acknowledged 

the linkages to data from other sources (including from AMEP and CEP‟s Technical Report No. 33) to evaluate 

the impacts of coastal development, shipping intensity, and cumulative human impacts. She also reported on 

other activities implemented under the MMAP, such as the convening of a trilingual Workshop on Marine 

Mammal Watching, capacity building for local stranding networks and the launching of a regional database 

hosted on the SPAW-RAC's website. 

52. To finalize her presentation, she reported on the GEF project for the sustainable management of the shared 

living marine resources of the Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem (CLME), specifically on its component on 

Management and Conservation of Reef Biodiversity and Fisheries implemented by the CEP, and on the pilot 

projects implemented in that regard in four sites: Seaflower Biosphere Reserve in Colombia, Montecristi 

National Park in the Dominican Republic, Pedro Bank in Jamaica, and Caracol Bay in Haiti. She noted that a 

summary on the status of these activities was provided in UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.7. 

53. The Chairperson invited Ms. Chrishane Williams, AMEP/CETA Team Assistant to present the Status of 

Implementation of the Workplan for the Communication, Education, Training and Awareness (CETA) Sub-

programme for the period 2010-2012.  

54. The overall and specific objectives of the CETA Sub-programme were outlined. These include activities and 

projects completed in accordance with the approved Workplan for the period 2010-2012 through joint activities 

with the SPAW and AMEP Sub-programmes and their respective projects.  

 

55. She emphasized that in an effort to improve access to information, there have been a number of improvements 

to the CEP website, with specific reference to the country information page, the development of an online Lab 

Capacity Database, revamped meeting page, improved project websites and a general improvement in the 

access to information on coastal and marine issues.  

 

56. One of the most significant achievements she highlighted was the re-publication of a newly designed version of 

the Cartagena Convention and its Protocols which was distributed to Member States during the meeting.  

  

57. Of particular importance were two environmental competitions that were organized and executed within the 

period, in honour of the International Year of Biodiversity (2010) and in celebration of the entry into force of 

the LBS Protocol. These competitions engaged youth at national and regional levels and increased the visibility 

of CEP. Resulting from the increased visibility of the CEP, several new partnerships were created with the 

private and public sectors as well as with NGOs, institutions and media houses.  

 

58. In the area of public education and outreach, she described the partnership with Panos Caribbean and the 

participation of the Secretariat in commemorative environmental occasions such as World Environment Day 

and Sessions with Environmentalists. Various publications, including programme and project banners, 

calendars, brochures and a promotional video and song for International Year of the Forests, were also 

highlighted.               
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59. The Internship Programme, welcomed approximately 15 interns over the period and was supported by a new 

partnership with the University of Indiana, USA.  This was recognized as being of great importance in 

accomplishing the output of the Secretariat and the fulfillment of the 2010-2012 Workplans given limited 

human resources especially for supporting CETA activities.  

60. The delegate from Cuba congratulated the Secretariat on the valuable work in creating environmental 

awareness, and stated that she would be providing updated information on national links to update the page of 

the Government of Cuba and remove the existing links. . 

61. The Secretariat appealed to country delegates to communicate updated information on their various technical 

and political focal points and to advise of any subsequent changes. 

62.  The Chairperson invited Ms. Annie Muchai, the Fund Management Officer, to present the financial 

performance of the Secretariat.  She gave an overview of the receipts against approved contributions for 2010-

2012. The analysis reflected that as at August 2012, an estimated 89% of the pledges/contributions and arrears 

for 2010-2011 had been paid.  In 2012, collections rested at 38% as at August 2012. However, she highlighted 

that a number of countries had indicated that their payments were forthcoming and the collection rate was 

expected to rise to an estimated 80% by the end of the year. She further reiterated that 2012 had seen a 

tremendous improvement in the collection of pledges and arrears for previous years. 

63. She presented the expenditures over the last two and a half years (total US$3,111,852 from January 2010 to 

June 2012), indicating that the years of major meetings (COPs/IGM) reflected a much higher expenditure.  In 

comparing the expenditures against the approved contributions, 2010 saw a deficit of US$144,606 while 2011 

reflected a surplus as there was no major meeting that year.  In 2012, the expenditures would be less than in 

2010, given that costs to the meetings of the COPs/IGM were offset by the Government of the Dominican 

Republic, in reduction of their arrears.   

64. Ms. Muchai reiterated the challenge on maintaining an adequate budget and that most activities were supported 

through other counterpart/earmarked contributions as well as in-kind support.  In addition, a number of 

operating costs had been offset by apportioning and charging these to the projects as appropriate which made 

major savings to the Caribbean Trust Fund to almost US$200,000 in the biennium 2010-2011. 

65. She indicated that the financial position of the Caribbean Trust Fund was US$3,915,417 in 2010. The projected 

cash balance as at December 2012 would be an estimated US$1.7 million.  With the current projected budget 

and if contributions were maintained at the same level and all paid, there would be just the minimum reserve to 

operate for about six months after the biennium.  She thus highlighted the need to ensure that the reserve be 

maintained at a minimum of US$1M. 

66. Ms. Muchai took the opportunity to inform the meeting on the UN‟s move to the International Public Sector 

Accounting Standards (IPSAS), which sets out the requirements for recognizing, measuring, presenting and 

disclosing information for transactions and events of an organization on a full accrual basis.  She indicated that 

this was mandated by the need to comply with the International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) and 

highlighted that this system would support better accountability and transparency of resources and liabilities.  

UNEP deadline to be IPSAS compliant is January 2014. 

67.  The CEP organigram presented (as depicted in UNEP(DEPI) CAR WG.33/INF.4) highlighted the staff changes 

in the past biennium. Ms. Muchai explained that as a result of a shortfall in funds, the Secretariat was not able to 

be fully staffed, with the position of Deputy-Coordinator remaining vacant as a result of the shortfall in funds.  

The Secretariat has reduced operation costs, through for example, reducing paper use by having paperless 

meetings. Ms. Muchai closed her presentation by making an appeal to country delegates to increase their 

pledges to the Caribbean Trust Fund to fully support the work of the Secretariat for the 2013-2014 biennium. 

68. The Chairperson thanked the Secretariat for the very comprehensive presentations and opened the floor for 

comments. 

69. The delegate from Mexico requested that more details be presented in future budgets. She also requested that 

details of the 2011-2012 budget on expenditures such as salaries, consultancies, travel etc., as provided by the 

Secretariat to the Government of Mexico, be also included on UNEP CAR/RCU‟s website. The Secretariat 
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advised that the CEP Workplan and Budget for 2010-2012 and that for 2013-2014 also contained details of the 

budget. She informed the Meeting of the request from Mexico earlier in the year, which had been responded to 

and that the Secretariat was ready to provide additional information on a case by case basis, given the unique 

requests made by individual Member States.  

70. The Meeting welcomed and commended the Secretariat, including the three RAC's for the extensive work 

carried out in the biennium, remarking its contribution to the sustainability of the Wider Caribbean coastal and 

marine resources. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 6: WORKPLAN AND BUDGET FOR THE CARIBBEAN ENVIRONMENT 

PROGRAMME FOR THE 2013-2014 BIENNIUM 

71. The Secretariat was invited by the Chairperson to present a summary of its 2013-2014 proposed Workplan 

contained in document UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/3 entitled “Draft Workplan and Budget for the Caribbean 

Environment Programme for the 2013-2014 Biennium”.   

 

72. The Meeting was also invited to review and endorse the following, including recommendations and decisions 

for further actions: 

i. Sixth Ordinary Meeting of the Steering Committee of the Regional Activity Centre/Regional Marine 

Pollution Emergency Information and Training Centre RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe (Willemstad, Curaҫao, 

9-10 May 2012) (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/4); 

ii. First Meeting of the Scientific, Technical and Advisory Committee (STAC) to the Protocol Concerning 

Pollution from Land-Based Sources and Activities in the Wider Caribbean Region (Oranjestad, Aruba, 

5-7 June 2012) (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.33/4);  

iii. Fifth Meeting of the Scientific, Technical and Advisory Committee (STAC) to the Protocol Concerning 

Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW) in the Wider Caribbean Region (Punta Cana, Dominican 

Republic, 22 October 2012) (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/7);  

iv. Seventh Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and 

Wildlife (SPAW) in the Wider Caribbean Region (Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 23 October 2012) 

(UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.31/3); and  

v. First Meeting of the Contracting Parties (COP) to the Protocol Concerning Pollution from Land-Based 

Sources and Activities (LBS) in the Wider Caribbean Region (Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 24 

October 2012) (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.32/4) 

 

73. The delegate of Mexico noted that during the first day of the Meeting it was not mentioned that the meeting 

would be working with the approved Rules of Procedure of the Cartagena Convention. The Secretariat thanked 

the Government of Mexico and reaffirmed that the meeting was indeed being conducted under such rules of 

procedure as adopted by the Meeting and reflected in Agenda Item 2.1 of the present Report. 

74. The Secretariat was then invited by the Chairperson to present the draft AMEP Workplan and Budget for the 

2013-2014 Biennium in support of the Protocols concerning Pollution from Land-based Sources and Activities 

(LBS Protocol) and the Oil Spills Protocol. The AMEP Programme Officer presented the proposed projects and 

activities within the sub-programme as contained in document UNEP (DEPI)/CAR WG.33/3/Rev.2. He stated 

that the work plan and budget covered activities to be developed under the Assessment and Management of 

Environmental Pollution (AMEP) sub-programme of CEP with support of the two LBS RACs (Centro de 

Ingeniería y Manejo Ambiental de Bahías y Costas-CIMAB, Cuba and Institute of Marine Affairs-IMA, 

Trinidad and Tobago). 

75. He reminded delegates of the main objectives of the AMEP sub-programme, notably to control, prevent and 

reduce pollution of the coastal and marine environment from land-based sources and highlighted the main 

targets and expected impacts from implementation of the proposed projects and activities.  He emphasized that 

one of the main roles of the Secretariat was to ensure coordination, collaboration, cooperation and 
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communication between focal points, regional and international organizations and in particular to develop new 

partnerships with NGOs and the private sector. 

76. Mr. Corbin highlighted the sub-programme priorities for the biennium including: Resource Mobilization 

through the development and implementation of Global Environment Facility funded Projects; Support of the 

work of the Interim Technical Group on Monitoring and Assessment including the further development of the 

State of Convention Area Report; Disseminate Information on Best Management Practices and appropriate 

technologies including outreach to non-contracting Parties to the LBS Protocol to promote ratification/accession 

of the LBS Protocol; and supporting the priority partnerships identified by the UNEP GPA in Marine Litter, 

Nutrients and Wastewater. 

77. A description of ongoing and proposed new projects and activities was then provided within the following nine 

thematic areas: Programme Coordination, Global Environment Facility Projects, Monitoring & Assessment, 

Wastewater Management, Watershed Management, Waste Management, National Programmes of Action, 

Climate Change and Disaster Risk Response and Oil Spills Planning.  He reiterated that where no specific new 

project activities had been proposed in the work plan, such as in the areas of watershed and wastewater 

management, country support to LBS Protocol implementation will be provided through the GEF funded 

projects.  He also outlined the nature of the administrative and technical support that would be required from 

UNEP CAR/RCU to ensure the effective implementation of the work programme.  Additional information was 

provided on the development of the GEF IWEco project – the follow up project to GEF IWCAM by the 

Programme Director for the Caribbean Environmental Health Institute, Dr. Christopher Cox.  CEHI is expected 

to be one of the co-executing agencies for this new project along with the Secretariat. 

78. In conclusion, Mr. Corbin provided a summary of the overall proposed budget highlighting the amount of funds 

to be requested from the Caribbean Trust Fund, the level of funding already mobilized and funding still 

required.  While he highlighted that most of the funds listed as unfunded related to the full-sized projects that 

are under development and which will be submitted to the GEF for consideration, additional funds were still 

needed for other proposed projects and activities and invited support of countries and partners to mobilize the 

required funding. 

79. The SPAW Programme Officer presented the draft “Workplan and Budget for the SPAW Subprogramme for 

2013-2014 Biennium” also contained in UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/6, as it had been presented to the preceding 

Fifth Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee (STAC) Meeting of SPAW and approved by the Seventh 

Meeting of the Contracting Parties to SPAW. She noted that the programme elements will remain the same as 

the previous biennium, however prioritization of the elements will be selected based on emerging needs and the 

financial resources available. In this context, the Programme Officer indicated that only 30% of the indicative 

Budget has been raised so far. In light of that fact it was recommended by the Meeting that the Budget for 2013-

2014 be maintain the same level as 2010-2012, whilst recognising that additional funding sources can be 

identified.  

 

80. With regard to the coordination, it will continue to be led by a Programme Officer and an Assistant through the 

CAR/RCU Kingston Office. Additionally support will also be garnered through SPAW-RAC in Guadeloupe 

which includes five (5) officers, fully supported by France.  

 

81. Regarding strengthening of Protected Areas, emphasis on MPAs will continue through CaMPAM, with the 

assistance of a coordinator (if resources allow) and the SPAW-RAC. She further explained the updated capacity 

building activities that will focus on sustainable finance, enforcement and alternative livelihoods. The Small 

Grants programme is also forecasted to continue providing direct technical assistance to MPA needs.  

 

82. She also noted that during 2013-2014, the SPAW Programme will follow-up on COP7 decisions to continue the 

activities relevant to the development of guidelines for protected areas and species. Following the approval by 

SPAW COP7 of the seventeen (17) protected areas listed under SPAW, a cooperation programme will be 

developed and more Contracting Parties urged to nominate their sites for listing. Parties were urged to 

participate more actively in the Working Groups. Further development of the Guidance document on 

exemptions to Article 11(2) of the Protocol will be extended during this period, to allow final internal 

consultations by Member States on the core document before adoption, as well as further development by the 

dedicated Working Group of the report formats on exemptions that are annexed to the Guidance document. 
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Furthermore, the SPAW STAC5 recommended that the process of review of species to be listed under the 

SPAW Protocol continued, utilising the Working Group and the IUCN Caribbean Red List as well as to include 

face-to-face meetings as a mechanism for strengthening efficiency, and noting that Parties will then have to take 

the lead to formally propose any modification of the annexes, based on the outputs of the Working Group or 

other relevant sources of information. 

 

83. She noted that species conservation priorities will be based on the Marine Mammal Action Plan (MMAP) 

priorities (see UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.34/INF.6). The SPAW STAC5 proposed to review and address those 

priority topics under designated subgroups within the MMAP overall Working Group. Some of the proposed 

elements for focus may include; (i) mitigating ship strikes and entanglements on whale and dolphin species in 

the Wider Caribbean Region which will involve workshops with IWC, NOAA; (ii) further follow-up of the 

LifeWeb project including corridors scenarios building and including outcomes of Inter-regional marine spatial 

planning (MSP) and marine mammal Workshop, Panama, 21-24 May 2012; and (iii) fostering of a 

Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) between UNEP-CAR/RCU and the IWC.  

 

84. Additionally, activities for the conservation of sea turtles are proposed in collaboration with the WIDECAST, 

such as support implementation of STRAPs in the for The Bahamas, Cuba, Grenada and Guyana,as well as 

further support of STRAP implementation in Barbados, Belize, Dutch Caribbean and Saint Lucia. Other 

activities include bird conservation capacity in collaboration with BirdLife, SCSCB, WHMSI.  

 

85. In closing, she reiterated that the collaboration with various partners on the control of the lionfish will also be 

continued, particularly the dissemination by the SPAW-RAC of the Manual on Best Practices for the Control of 

the Invasive Lionfish in English and Spanish, and further development of the Regional Lionfish Strategy. 

 

86. She further informed that a proposal is currently being discussed with UNEP-DEPI for EBM capacity building 

and a project on EBA, to be implemented possibly in Grenada. The UNEP RS coral reef partnership will also be 

explored for collaboration to protect coral reef ecosystem services, including strategic support to GCRMN 

nodes. An important initiative of this component will be to re-engage dialogue with tourism private sector such 

as cruise ships, and to develop a pilot project for more active engagement in marine conservation in cooperation 

with SPAW-RAC and UNEP-DTIE. 

 
87. The AMEP/CETA Team Assistant presented the CETA Workplan which highlighted the proposed projects and 

activities to be implemented in the 2013-2014 biennium. These activities include continued support to the 

Secretariat and the work of the AMEP and SPAW Sub-programmes and their projects. Meeting support was 

outlined as a major aspect in the Workplan for the period 2013-2014, such as the CEP Intergovernmental 

Meetings and GEF 7
th

 Biennial International Waters Conference 

 

88. She mentioned the proposed recruitment of a National United Nations Volunteer position to assist with 

communication activities with financial support from the GEF IW: Learn Project.  The CETA Sub-programme 

will continue to facilitate the execution of the GEF IW: Learn project including the convening of two regional 

workshops and promoting project exchanges. Implementation of the CETA continues without a dedicated 

Programme Officer to accomplish the specific objectives of the sub-programme 

 

89. She mentioned that there would be continued improvement to the CEP website and other related website 

including web activities for kids and updated databases. There will also be continued outreach in recognition of 

commemorative environmental days and media engagement.   

 

90. The Fund Management Officer, Ms. Annie Muchai, presented the budget on the Caribbean Trust Fund for 

2013-2014.  The 2013 budget (US$1.48M) was based on expenditures reported in the previous year, the 

projected activities and operating costs, as well as taking into consideration a 3% augmentation in staff cost.  In 

2014, the budget was higher at US$1.85M noting that the next meetings of the COPs/IGM would take place 

then.  
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91. She presented the aggregated budget of the CEP including that for AMEP, SPAW and CETA.  A total of 

US$3.17M would need to be sourced each year in order to fulfill all the activities in the Workplan, as presented 

during the COP Meetings of SPAW and LBS. 

 

92. The organogram of the Secretariat as forecasted for the biennium 2013-2014, reflects a total of 14 staff 

members: 12 staff members supported through the Caribbean Trust Fund (1 Coordinator, 2 Professional Staff, 9 

General Service Staff) and 2 staff members supported through the programme support cost 

(1 Administrative/Funds Manager and 1 Finance Assistant).  In addition, two Project Staff (1 

Professional/Long-Term Consultant, and 1 Administrative Assistant) would continue on staff. The post of 

Deputy Coordinator will remain frozen due to limited funds. For CETA activities, a UN Volunteer (UNV) is 

under recruitment, given the lack of funds to support a full time professional officer.  In total, the Secretariat 

will remain at 16 staff overall, compared to 24 staff in 2010/2011.  

 

93.  The Secretariat called on the need to consider increasing the budget by 5% in 2014 and complemented that this 

was intended also to allow for the recruitment of a full time position for a CETA Programme Officer in the 

course of the biennium.  

 

94. The delegate of France stated that his Government could not endorse an increase in contributions, despite 

recognizing the increase in costs, including that of personnel.   

 

95. The delegate of the United States of America thanked the Secretariat for the presentations on the Workplan and 

budget.  The United States could not agree to an increase in the budget and asked for a zero nominal growth 

budget over the next two years. 

 

96. The delegate of Mexico also expressed appreciation for the presentations by the Secretariat but recognizing the 

difficulties in accepting an increase in budget.  

 

97. Given the constraints faced by Member States in light of the current global economic situation and the 

interventions to that effect, Mr. Andrade Colmenares stated that, despite the increase in cost of operations, the 

Secretariat‟s budget for 2014 would remain the same; there would be zero nominal growth. 

98.  The Secretariat presented the recommendations of the LBS STAC 1 (adopted by LBS COP 1 on 24 October 

2012) and the decisions of the First COP of the LBS Protocol, as found in the document UNEP (DEPI) CAR 

WG.32/4.; as well as the recommendations of the SPAW STAC 5 (adopted by SPAW COP 7 on 22 October 

2012) and the decisions of the SPAW COP 7, as found in the document UNEP (DEPI) CAR IG. 31/3. 

99.  Mr. Felton Gilmore, IMO Senior Consultant, presented the recommendations of the Sixth Ordinary Meeting of 

the Steering Committee of the Regional Activity Centre /Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Information 

and Training Centre, RAC/REMPEITC Caribe which took place in Willemstad, Curacao, 9 – 10 May 2012, and 

found in the document titled UNEP (DEPI)/CAR IG. 33/4.  

100. The Chairperson invited delegates to comment on the decisions of the SPAW COP7 and LBS COP1. No 

objections were received from Member delegates and the decisions were duly approved by the Meeting. 

101. The delegate of the United States of America stated that his country was pleased to continue its support to the 

RAC-REMPEITC Center and the adoption of its 2012-2013 Work Plan.   He wished to acknowledge the work 

of the Center‟s director Dr. Thomas Smith since 2005.  Under his leadership, RAC-REMPEITC has provided a 

steady and diverse array of technical programs throughout the wider Caribbean.  Those programmes would not 

have been possible without the secondment of subject matter experts and administrative staff from France, 

Curacao, and the USA.  Those seconded are critical in helping member states understand and implement 

effective enforcement and compliance regimes aimed at protecting and preserving the marine environment 

throughout the Wider Caribbean.   

102. He furthermore urged other Member States to note the benefits accrued by the work of the Center and to 

reaffirm their support as well as considering offers to second one or more additional experts to the Center for 

periods of two to three years.   
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103. The delegate of the United States of America acknowledged the role that UNEP CEP, the IMO, and 

RAC/REMPEITC has played in the last year in initiating a series of multi-lateral meetings around the region, 

particularly to facilitate sharing of plans, strategies for response as well as operating procedures and guidelines 

for how impacted and threatened nations will coordinate information and response operations if a spill should 

occur. He thanked the Secretariat and the IMO for the role played thus far, and encourage continued support 

under both organizations for this initiative.   

AGENDA ITEM 7: ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE MONITORING COMMITTEE ON THE 

ACTION PLAN FOR THE CARIBBEAN ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME FOR 

2013-2014 BIENNIUM 

104.  The Secretariat, based on consultations with Member States, introduced a proposal with a list of nominees for 

composition of the Monitoring Committee. The proposal took into account geographic representation and with 

due consideration to the composition of the outgoing Monitoring Committee members. The nominees are 

Antigua and Barbuda, Belize, Costa Rica, France, the Netherlands, Mexico and the United States of America. 

The Chairperson invited delegates to comment on the election of the members for the 2013-2014 Monitoring 

Committee. 

105.  The delegations of Mexico and the United States of America, expressed that they were honoured to be 

nominated and serve as members of the Committee. 

106. The Monitoring Committee was then approved with the composition proposed above.  

 

AGENDA ITEM 8: OTHER BUSINESS 

107. The Meeting was invited to raise any other matter not covered by the preceding Agenda items, but relevant to 

the scope of the Meeting. Invited observers were also invited to make short presentations of relevance to the 

objectives of the Meeting. 

108. The delegate of Mexico introduced a proposal of a draft resolution referring to the greater participation of 

Parties in the recruitment process of the Coordinator of CEP, which can be found in Annex IX.  

109. Ms. Jacqueline Alder from the UNEP Headquarters thanked Mexico for the proposal, which is taken very 

seriously since UNEP strives to ensure secretariats are managed efficiently and cost effective. UNEP responded 

specifically to Mexico‟s proposal indicating that the decision was not in line with the United Nations Charter in 

particular Article 101 – “The staff shall be appointed by the Secretary General under the regulations established 

by the General Assembly”.  Providing the names of candidates amounts to publicizing their interest in the 

position and breaks the confidentiality rules.  Member states can communicate their support for a candidate 

from their country, and similarly the President of the Bureau can convey on behalf of the parties support for a 

candidate. However, the Executive Director will primarily take a decision based on the report of the recruitment 

panel, which will have followed a well-defined process for reviewing and interviewing applicants.  With 

regards to some issues outlined in the proposal, it would imply an upgrade to the post and approval from UN 

New York. Given the current financial challenges for the Convention, approval is unlikely unless parties agree 

to regularly increase their pledges to cover the increased salary costs. It was also pointed out that changing a 

coordinator will incur additional costs in separation and in recruitment of a new coordinator; possibly in the 

range of USD 80,000 to 100,000 every time this process takes place.  She also mentioned that there are various 

options for managing the Secretariat and if Parties would like that information it can be provided. However, if 

Parties wish UNEP to manage the Secretariat on their behalf, there was little scope for changing the current 

recruitment arrangements.  

110. The delegation of Cuba thanked the Secretariat and Ms. Jacqueline Alder of UNEP, for the detailed explanation 

provided regarding the selection process and implications of the proposed mechanism. In this regard, the 

Government of Cuba maintains the position that the objective of the Meeting is to deliberate on the 

achievements of the Programme during the 2011-2012 biennium, and to set the Workplan for the 2013-2014. 
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Therefore, the delegation of Cuba considers that this proposal from México will distort the objectives of the 

Meeting. 

111. The delegation of Cuba also noted that in the last 14th Intergovernmental Meeting convened in 2010, the 

approved decisions on this topic had not been fully completed, such as Decision VI which requested from the 

Government of Mexico to present a report to the Parties at this Meeting. Additionally, they noted that while 

Rule of Procedure No. 11: “Suplementary Items” allows a Party to introduce items in the agenda of a meeting, 

Rule of Procedure No. 12 notes that the Contracting Parties will include in the agenda of an ordinary meeting, 

items for which the appropriate documents would have been circulated among the members, at least forty-two 

days before the start of a meeting. However, this had not been the case on this occasion. Taking into account 

these arguments and the good work undertaken by the CEP Secretariat, as well as recognizing that this is a very 

complex process which requires in depth analysis, the Government of Cuba is not in agreement, nor in a 

position to discuss this proposal. 

112. The delegation of Colombia thanked the delegate of Mexico for the proposal and the desire to strengthen the 

transparent, democratic and inclusive process for the designation of the Coordinator of the Programme and the 

Convention. She also thanked the information provided by the Secretariat concerning the UN procedures for 

recruitment of candidates wishing to occupy the post of Coordinator, as the explanations provided resolved 

some of the questions of the Government of Colombia. The delegation of Colombia also indicated that one of 

the main results of Rio+20 for them was the strengthening of UNEP, so the proposal of Mexico could have the 

opposite effect if approved. 

113. Additionally, the Colombian delegation expressed its concern of setting a precedent for the other Conventions 

in which UNEP is Secretariat, if the proposal from Mexico were to be approved as presented. It was also stated 

by this delegation that to raise the current position of Coordinator to Executive Secretary, Parties would have to 

assume the resulting budgetary implications and Parties are not ready to assume these costs given the 

discussions on the budget which had taken place during the Meeting. 

114. Finally, the Colombian delegation took the opportunity to thank the current Coordinator and acknowledge his 

work and commitment. It was further stated that is necessary to establish a finite working period for future 

Coordinators. 

115. The delegate of Mexico mentioned that the proposed decision was sent by the Government of Mexico  to some 

countries which had been participating in the Working Group headed by Mexico. 

116. The delegation of the United States of America noted the merit in Contracting Parties having increased 

involvement in the process of appointing the Coordinator, consistent with UNEP rules and procedures. 

Increased involvement by Contracting Parties would be consistent with the CEP‟s broad mandate to “consider 

and undertake any other action that may be required for the achievement of the purposes of [the Cartagena 

Convention] and its protocols” (Art. 16(7)). 

117.  Further, he indicated that his Government appreciates Mexico‟s proposal, but noted that such a process would 

represent a marked variation from UN hiring practices, which could lead to legal difficulties. The USA is also 

concerned that under the process proposed by Mexico, the Contracting Parties would consider three candidates 

for the position of Executive Secretary and recommend that UNEP select one of the three. This would appear to 

be a very public process, which would not maintain the confidentiality of the recommendation or the 

deliberations. 

118. The Contracting Parties should then consider other means to increase the role of the Parties in selecting the next 

Coordinator, and the Government of the USA looks forward to engaging on this topic. As a start, they 

recommended a process of consultation with the Parties in the selection of the Executive Secretary, and 

proposed to look to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) as a model.  

119.  In concluding the USA delegation reaffirmed its support for the valuable work Mr. Nelson Andrade 

Colmenares has done as Coordinator of the CEP. His leadership has made the Caribbean Environment 

Programme a globally-respected one that has pioneered many important projects and international agreements. 
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120.  As a result of discussions the Chairperson established a Working Group to address the above mentioned 

matters. Member of the Working Group included the Governments of Colombia, Cuba, France, Jamaica, 

Mexico, the United States of America, and the representative of UNEP Headquarters. 

121.  In continuing with other items, the Chairperson invited the representatives of the World Bank to present the 

Global Partnership on Oceans, which seeks, among others, to achieve sustainable livelihoods from fisheries and 

aquaculture and pollution reduction. A proposal was made to consider the Wider Caribbean as a priority region 

for this initiative. 

122. The representative of the Caribbean Biological Corridor (for Haiti, Dominican Republic and Cuba) addressed 

the Meeting, highlighting areas of possible cooperation with member countries of the Cartagena Convention, in 

particular with regard to protected areas, ecosystem restoration and human resource training. 

123. The Coordinator of the Project “Mitigating the Threat of Invasive Alien Species in the Insular Caribbean 

(MTIASIC)” introduced this initiative informing that it is funded by the GEF and implemented by UNEP with 

CABI as the regional executing agency. Bahamas, the Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Saint Lucia and Trinidad 

and Tobago are participating countries. The project‟s objective is to mitigate the threat to local biodiversity and 

economy from invasive alien species in the insular Caribbean.  

124.  The Director of the SPAW-RAC made a presentation on the progress made since the last SPAW-COP 6 with 

regard to the efforts for the control of the lionfish invasion in the Wider Caribbean, in particular the publishing 

of a manual and the development of a regional strategy for control with partners such as US-NOAA, ICRI and 

the Governments of Mexico and France.  

125. The representative of the GEF -Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem Project provided a detailed presentation on 

the status of the Project and upcoming activities, in particular the finalization and endorsement by participating 

governments of the SAP (Strategic Action Programme). The Project which focuses on governance issues 

regarding the sustainable use of living marine resources currently emphasizes fisheries management as the 

priority area.  

126. The representative of LATINOSAN introduced the new challenges and opportunities of this initiative. The III 

Latin American Sanitation Conference (LATINOSAN) will be held on May 29-31, 2013, in Panama¸ for 

strengthening the governments‟ commitment to include sanitation in their political and public agendas.  

127.  The representative of UNESCO IOC expressed the long standing spirit of cooperation of the IOCARIBE and 

CEP on strengthening of Member States capacities to respond to their commitments within CEP, in particular 

cooperation on activities relevant to marine pollution and to the Oils Spills and LBS Protocols. Over the last 

years, collaboration has focused on the Assessment of Assessments of the State of the Oceans Report that lead 

to the UN Regular Process for the global reporting on the state of the marine environment, including socio-

economic aspects (Regular Process). This will entail the joint convening of the UN Regional Workshop to be 

held in Miami, November 2012.   

128. With regard to the CLME Project the delegation of the United States of America expressed strong support to 

develop more holistic governance for transboundary marine issues in the Wider Caribbean Region, including 

issues related to oil spills, specially protected areas and wildlife, land-based sources of pollution and 

management of shared living marine resources, including regional fisheries interests. 

129. With the regard to the presentation made by the Secretariat on the template being developed to report on the 

implementation of the Cartagena Convention, a number of delegations raised suggestions. In particular, the 

delegations of Antigua and Barbuda and the United States of America raised constructive comments. The latter 

delegation seeks to add questions to Section 8 (concerning the SPAW Protocol) of the current version of the 

Convention Reporting Template, to consider and address how countries contribute to the SPAW protocol 

objectives and activities. The existing template questions address actions, changes and procedures implemented 

by countries in their conservation legislation, protected species status, and protected area designation as a result 

of, or to comply with, the SPAW Protocol.  However, the template should also include questions that describe 

how actions taken by countries irrespective of the SPAW protocol could benefit, improve, and/or contribute to 

advancing and enhancing SPAW protocol implementation. The United States of America provided such 
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additional questions to the Secretariat, which will be circulated to the Parties for information and consideration 

at the 16
th

 IGM and 13
th

 COP at the latest. 

130. The Secretariat provided a summary of the countries who had submitted reports using the reporting template.  

These included the Dominican  Republic, Mexico, Colombia, Costa Rica, the United States of America, and 

Venezuela.  The focal point from Guyana also informed that their report was completed and would be sent 

formally shortly.   

131. The Secretariat outlined some of the key issues highlighted in the reports received including pollution from 

ships, pollution emergencies, improving cooperation between Contracting Parties, ratification of the Cartagena 

Convention and its Protocols, difficulties in estimating pollutant loads and the need to strengthen national laws 

and policies for meeting the obligations of the Convention and the Protocols.  Contracting Parties were 

encouraged to submit their reports for future IGMs which would allow the Secretariat to summarize and present 

as a formal information document for the next IGM. 

132. The Secretariat presented short videos illustrating the results of several projects and collaborative efforts of the 

UNEP-CEP, namely the SPAW/Italian Government project in support of MPAs in Grenada under the 

framework of the Caribbean Challenge; the impacts of the successful GEF IWCAM activities on local 

communities; the significant consequences of marine litter on the marine environment in particular plastic. 

133. The Meeting welcomed the valuable information provided through the different presentations highlighting the 

opportunities for collaboration and synergies with a number of relevant initiatives and partners. In this context, 

specific decisions were brought forward as reflected in Annex III of this Report. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 9: ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 

134. The Rapporteur presented the English version of the draft Report of the Meeting. The Meeting adopted the 

Report with amendments and corrections, which were included by the Secretariat in the revised document. The 

Secretariat agreed to circulate the revised version of the draft in English, French and Spanish within 45 days, 

after which Delegates would have 15 days to review and provide comments to the Secretariat..  

 

AGENDA ITEM 10: CLOSURE OF THE MEETING  

135.  In his closing remarks, the Coordinator made mention of the excellent results of the Meeting, in large measure 

due to the active and constructive participation of the delegates, which had produced a number of decisions that 

would enable the Secretariat to continue its work for the biennium 2013-2014. He thanked the members of the 

elected Bureau, particularly the Rapporteur who had worked long hours with the Secretariat, and the 

Chairperson, who had guided the participants smoothly through the Meeting. He expressed special thanks to the 

UNEP Representative from Nairobi, Ms. Jacqueline Alder, for her valuable assistance. He expressed his sincere 

thanks to the staff of the Secretariat of the Cartagena Convention including the GEF Project Managers and the 

dedicated professionals of the three RACs.  The interpreters and members of the team from the Dominican 

Republic responsible for the logistical organization of the Meeting were also acknowledged for their support.  

136. In conclusion, Mr. Andrade Colmenares thanked the delegates once again for their continuing support of the 

Cartagena Convention and its Protocols, as relevant as ever to addressing issues pertaining  to marine pollution 

and to the loss of biodiversity, as well as observers and key partners for their spirit of cooperation. 

137. The Chairperson thanked the delegates and observers for their participation, which had resulted in a successful 

Meeting and urged Member Countries to continue their active participation and contributions to the Cartagena 

Convention and its Protocols. She thanked the Coordinator for his sterling leadership of the Secretariat and 

commented that the Convention was a model within the Regional Seas Programme of which all members could 

be proud. The Chairperson thanked everyone at the meeting again and closed by stating that she looked forward 

to the exciting new biennium ahead, wishing all a safe return to their countries. 
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1. Opening of the Meeting  

2. Organisation of the Meeting  

2.1. Rules of Procedure  

2.2. Election of Officers  

2.3. Organisation of Work  

 

3. Adoption of the Agenda  

4. Report of the Chairperson of the Monitoring Committee and President of the Bureau of Contracting Parties  

5. Report of the Executive Director of UNEP on the Implementation of the Caribbean Environment Programme 

(2010-2012) and Budget  

6. Workplan and Budget for the Caribbean Environment Programme for the 2013-2014 Biennium  

7. Election of Members of the Monitoring Committee on the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment 

Programme for the 2013-2014 Biennium  

8. Other Business  

9.  Adoption of the Report of the Meeting  

10. Closure of the Meeting  
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Recommendations of the Sixth Ordinary Meeting of the Steering Committee of the Regional 

Activity Centre/ Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Information and Training Centre 

RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe 

 
 

The Steering Committee: 

 

Having convened the Sixth Meeting of the Steering Committee of RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe; 

 

Making reference to the Fifth Meeting of the Steering Committee of REMPEITC-Caribe; 

 

Taking into account Decision III of the 14th Intergovernmental Meeting on the Action Plan for the 

Caribbean Environment Programme and 11th Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Cartagena Convention; 

 

Considering the Protocol Regarding Cooperation in Combating Oil Spills of the same Convention; and 

 

Having reviewed the Draft Strategic Plan of the RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe and other documents submitted 

to this Steering Committee by RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe; 

 

 

Recommends to the 15th Intergovernmental Meeting on the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment 

Programme and 12th Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Cartagena Convention: 

 

1. That Contracting Parties of the Cartagena Convention should explore and consider in-kind support to the 

Centre‟s activities. 

 

2. That Contracting Parties fulfil their obligations to develop, update, and/or approve their national 

contingency plans, conduct relevant exercises to ensure familiarity with their plan, and communicate 

annually changes to RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe as part of the reporting commitment under the Oil Spills 

Protocol. 

 

Based on these recommendations the Steering Committee further requests that the 15
th

 

Intergovernmental Meeting on the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment Programme and 12th Meeting of the 

Contracting Parties to the Cartagena Convention to decide on the following: 

 

1. Review and Endorse the Recommendations of the 6th Steering Committee. 

 

2. Review and approve the Work plan and Budget for the biennium 2012-2013. 

 

3. Recognize the contribution of the Governments of France, USA and Curacao for their continued support to 

the Centre. 

 

4. Urge all Contracting Parties, to similarly support the Centre through future longer term secondments to 

sustain REMPEITC‟s activities (a minimum of three years should be considered). 

 

5. Encourage Contracting Parties to attend future Ordinary Steering Committee Meetings of 

RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe in order to ensure that the Centre‟s activities reflect the needs of the Wider 

Caribbean Region and all Contracting Parties. 

 

6. Urge the Contracting Parties to support the Caribbean Trust Fund so the Secretariat can provide better 

support to the work of the Centre through increased funding for projects and activities in the region. 

 

7. Endorse the draft Ballast Water Management Strategic Action Plan developed by the 2
nd 

Regional Task 

Force Meeting. 
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8. Recognize the work of Mr. Thomas Smith, the Director of the Centre since 2005. 

 

9. Recognize the two departing secondments: from the United States, CDR Andrew Wood, and from France, 

Ms. Véronique Morinière, for their dedication and devotion to duty to the Centre. 
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DECISIONS OF THE MEETING 

 

The Contracting Parties: 

 

Having convened the Seventh Meeting of the Contracting Parties (COP) to the Protocol Concerning 

Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW) in the Wider Caribbean Region; 

 

Taking note of the “Status of Activities of the SPAW Subprogramme for 2010-2012” 

(UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.3)” and commending the work of the Secretariat and the SPAW-RAC; 

 

Taking note of the “Report of the SPAW Regional Activity Centre (SPAW-RAC) in Guadeloupe: RAC 

Operations and Budget for the period 2010-2012” (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.4);  

 

Having reviewed the “Report of the Working Group on the Evaluation of Protected Areas Proposed for 

Listing Under the SPAW Protocol” (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/3) and the “Annotated Format for Presentation 

Reports for the Areas Proposed for Inclusion in the SPAW List” (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.10); 

Having reviewed the “Report of the Working Group on the Application of Criteria for Listing Species 

Under the Annexes to the SPAW Protocol” (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/4); 

Having reviewed the “Report on the Implementation of Activities in Support of the Action Plan for the 

Conservation of Marine Mammals (MMAP)” (UNEP (DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.6); 

Taking note of the “Report of the Regional Workshop on Marine Mammal Watching in the Wider 

Caribbean Region” (UNEP (DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.9), which includes the Overarching Principles and Protection 

Guidelines for Marine Mammal Watching in the Wider Caribbean Region; 

Having reviewed the “Draft Workplan and Budget of the Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW) 

Subprogramme for the 2013-2014 Biennium” (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/6);   

Recognizing that important progress has been made towards more on-the-ground implementation of the 

Protocol as opposed to paper exercises; and 

 

Having reviewed the “Recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of the Scientific and Technical Advisory 

Committee to the SPAW Protocol”, Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 22 October 2012;   

 

 

Decide to: 

 

2. Urge the governments of the region, which have not yet done so, to become Contracting Parties to the 

SPAW Protocol. 

 

3. Approve the eighteen (18) protected areas presented by STAC5 for listing under the SPAW Protocol and 

welcome the Secretariat‟s initiative to provide SPAW – designated signage to the Protected Areas listed 

under the Protocol. 

4. Urge Contracting Parties to respond to the requests of the Secretariat to join and participate more actively 

in the Working Groups established by the Parties, in particular in those needed to deliver the approved 

Workplan namely the Working Group on the species review and those to address priority topics under 

designated subgroups within the Marine Mammal Action Plan (MMAP). 

5. Acknowledge the progress made with the implementation of the Marine Mammal Action Plan (MMAP) 

and request that the Secretariat, in collaboration with the SPAW-RAC, continue to fundraise and develop 
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strategic partnerships for its further implementation, in particular the development of activities proposed as 

follow-up to the LifeWeb Project on marine corridors and marine mammal conservation for the Wider 

Caribbean, and the implementation of key priorities of the Manatee Regional Management Plan. 

6. Recognize and encourage the efforts of France towards the reintroduction project of the Antillean manatee 

in Guadeloupe. 

7. Welcome and endorse the recommendations of the “Report of the Regional Workshop on Marine Mammal 

Watching in the Wider Caribbean Region”, including the Overarching Principles and Protection Guidelines 

for Marine Mammal Watching in the Caribbean Region. 

 

8. Adopt the Recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of the Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee to 

the SPAW Protocol as contained in UNEP/(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/7 with the following comments: 

Recommendation I.3(i) 

“The activities of CaMPAM as proposed in the Workplan and explore collaboration with the 

USA and the Gulf Caribbean Fisheries Institute (GCFI) on MPA capacity building efforts that 

are in support of CaMPAM”. 

Recommendation I.5 

“The Secretariat amend the proposed Workplan in accordance with the editorial comments 

provided by the Meeting, maintaining the budget to the same level of 2010-2012, recognizing 

that additional funding sources may be identified, with priority accorded to those activities and 

initiatives that contribute more effectively to the work of the Working Groups”. 

Recommendation II.4 

5. The financial connectivity perspective will also be taken into consideration.  

Recommendation III.1 

6. The Working Group for listing species under the Protocol report to the STAC6 and COP8 on 

the progress made during the 2013-2014 biennium. 

Recommendation III.6 

“The Secretariat will explore, with the Contracting Parties, the possibility of making the work 

of the Working Group on the listing of species more effective through face-to-face meetings, 

taking into consideration in the first instance the offer made by some countries to support this 

work”. 

9. Approve the proposed SPAW Workplan and budget for 2013-2014 as revised by STAC5 and with 

modifications and priorities introduced by the Meeting and further decide that it be forwarded to the 15
th
 

Intergovernmental Meeting for final adoption. 

10. Encourage the Secretariat and SPAW-RAC to strengthen ongoing linkages with relevant regional fisheries 

organizations in the Wider Caribbean, through the conclusion of Memoranda of Cooperation, in the context 

of the listing of species in the Annexes of the SPAW Protocol. 

11. Welcome the offer of the Government of the Netherlands to explore with the Secretariat the possible 

hosting of the Sixth SPAW STAC meeting in 2013.  
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DECISIONS OF LBS COP1 

The Contracting Parties: 

Having convened the First Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Protocol Concerning Pollution from 

Land-based Sources and Activities (LBS COP) in the Wider Caribbean Region, Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 

24 October 2012; 

Taking note of the Status of Implementation of the Workplan and Budget for the AMEP sub-programme 

for the period 2010-2012 as contained in UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.33/3/Rev 2; 

 

Taking note of the Report on the Activities of the Regional Activity Centers for LBS (LBS RACs) in Cuba 

and Trinidad and Tobago for the period 2010-2012 (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.33/INF.4/Rev.1);  

 

Taking further note of the opportunities provided through participation of countries in projects such as the 

GEF IWCAM, GEF REPCar, GEF CReW and GEF IW Eco to assist them in meeting their obligations under the 

LBS Protocol; 

 

Having considered the recommendations from a panel discussion involving regional stakeholders from 

industry, government, NGOs and research agencies; 

 

Having reviewed the Report of the Interim Working Group on Environmental Monitoring and Assessment 

(UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.33/INF.5/Rev 1) including the outline for the State of the Convention Area Report 

(SOCAR); 

 

Having also reviewed the Recommendations of the First Meeting of the Scientific, Technical and 

Advisory Committee to the Protocol Concerning Pollution from Land-based Sources and Activities (LBS STAC) in 

the Wider Caribbean Region contained in UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.33/4; 

Having further reviewed the draft Workplan and Budget for the activities of the AMEP sub-programme 

for the biennium 2013-2014, as shown in UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.33/3 Rev 2;  

Noting the convening of relevant regional and global environmental meetings in the Wider Caribbean 

during the 2013-2014 biennium; and 

Further noting the progress made by non-Contracting Parties to develop and implement pollution 

prevention programmes, projects and activities, as well as to ratify the LBS Protocol. 

 

 

Decide to: 

 

1. Endorse the recommendations of the first LBS STAC. 

 

2. Urge the governments of the region, which have not yet done so, to become Contracting Parties to the 

Cartagena Convention and its Protocols, including the LBS Protocol. 

 

3. Recommend to the 15
th

 IGM that the mandate of the Interim Working Group on Monitoring and 

Assessment be extended and request the Group to continue its work under the leadership of the 

Government of Jamaica, to further develop the State of Convention Area Report (SOCAR), including using 

information provided by countries in their reporting on the implementation of the Cartagena Convention.  
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4. Request the above-mentioned Working Group to present a report on progress achieved to the Second LBS 

STAC meeting and request that the Secretariat, together with LBS RACs, coordinate and supports the 

work of the Group.  

 

5. Decide to recommend to the IGM that additional topics for discussion of the Working Group could include: 

the dissemination of sensitive data in particular on recreational water quality; development of assessment 

ranges, standards and methodologies for the SOCAR outline and inclusion of financial or cost-benefit 

analysis. 

 

6. Endorse for final approval by the Fifteenth Intergovernmental Meeting and Eleventh Meeting of the 

Contracting Parties, the revised Workplan and Budget for the AMEP sub-programme for the 2013-2014 

Biennium, with modifications and priorities introduced by the Meeting, and note that the AMEP sub-

programme of work should give priority to Contracting Parties to the LBS Protocol, taking into 

consideration regional pollution prevention needs, as well as donor partnerships that may, on occasion, 

necessitate the participation of non-Parties. 

 

7. Support the Secretariat's efforts to further enhance the use of decision-support tools and the Clearing 

House Mechanism to improve exchange of data, information and experiences among countries in all 

languages.   

 

8. Request the Secretariat to continue close collaboration with the UNEP GPA and other UNEP offices on the 

further development and implementation of global and regional Partnerships relating to nutrients, 

wastewater, solid waste and marine litter as well as the further implementation of NPAs and the Regional 

Action Plan on Marine Litter (RAPMaLi). 

 

9. Encourage active participation of governments in AMEP projects so as to better take advantage of the 

opportunities afforded for supporting their ratification and implementation of the LBS Protocol. 

 

10. Acknowledge the Secretariat‟s initiative to collaborate with World Bank‟s Global Partnership for Oceans 

(GPO) and recommend that the Secretariat seek the assistance of the World Bank in the development of a 

financial analysis in relation to pollution prevention activities. 

 

11. Request the Secretariat to continue efforts to mobilize funding for unfunded projects and investigate the 

possibility of funding for pesticide related projects in the Wider Caribbean Region through UNEP Strategic 

Approach to International Chemical Management (SAICM). 

 

12. Request the Secretariat to include an activity/ project to address nutrients as per Annex IV of the LBS 

Protocol, and taking into consideration the activities of the Global Programme of Action (GPA). 

 

13.  Request the Secretariat to explore and conduct activities in conjunction with the SPAW Protocol that links 

management of LBS pollution to adjacent protected areas, either those that are listed under SPAW or being 

considered for SPAW listing. 
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DECISIONS OF THE FIFTEENTH INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEETING 

The Meeting: 

Having convened the Fifteenth Intergovernmental Meeting on the Action Plan for the Caribbean 

Environment Programme and the Twelfth Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection 

and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region; 

Taking into account the Report of the Executive Director of the Cartagena Convention on the 

Implementation of the Caribbean Environment Programme (2010-2012) as presented in UNEP(DEPI)/CAR 

IG.33/INF.4; 

Having reviewed the Decisions of the Seventh Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Protocol 

Concerning Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW) in the Wider Caribbean Region, Punta Cana, 

Dominican Republic, 23 October 2012 (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.31/3); 

Further Noting the Decisions of the First Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Protocol Concerning 

Pollution from Land-Based Sources and Activities in the Wider Caribbean Region, Punta Cana, Dominican 

Republic, 24 October 2012 (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.32/4); 

Noting the Report of the First Meeting of the Scientific, Technical and Advisory Committee of the Protocol 

Concerning Pollution from Land-Based Sources and Activities, in Oranjestad , Aruba, 5-7 June  2012 as contained 

in UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.33/4; 

Further Noting the Recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of the Scientific and Technical Advisory 

Committee (STAC) to the Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW) in the Wider 

Caribbean Region, Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 22 October 2012 (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/7); 

Having Reviewed the Report of the Sixth Ordinary  Meeting of the Steering Committee of Regional 

Activity Centre/Regional Marine Pollution Emergency, Training, and Information Centre- Caribbean 

(RAC/REMPEITC- Carib) Steering Committee, Curacao 9-10 May 2012 as contained in document 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.33/INF.6; 

 

 

Decides: 
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DECISION I 

 

Having reviewed the draft Workplan and Budget for the Caribbean Environment Programme for the 

Biennium 2013-2014 contained in document UNEP (DEPI)/CAR IG.33/3; 

 

Taking note of the voluntary contributions to the Caribbean Trust Fund (CTF) by the States and Territories 

of the Wider Caribbean Region for 2010-2011; 

 

Having examined the budgetary needs of the Caribbean Environment Programme to complete its 

Workplan for 2013-2014; 

 

 

Decides to: 

 

1. Approve the Workplan and Budget for the Caribbean Environment Programme for the biennium 2013-

2014 with the modifications approved by the SPAW COP7 and the LBS COP1 and subsequently by the 

Meeting; 

 

2. Request the Secretariat continue to seek additional funds to meet the full requirements of the approved 

Workplan and urge governments to support the Secretariat in this regard; 

 

3. Endorse the reclassification of the post of Senior Secretary G6 to Senior Programme Assistant G7 for 

greater programme support to the Secretariat; 

 

4. Adopt the table of voluntary contributions to the CTF in 2013-2014 as reflected in Annex V of this report; 

noting the contributions will be maintained at the same level as in the previous biennium and this will be 

reflected accordingly in the approved Workplan and Budget for the 2013-2014;   

 

5. Request the Secretariat to invoice the States and Territories of the Caribbean Environment Programme in 

the amounts expressed in Annex V of this Report; 

 

6. Strongly urge all the governments to pay all contributions to the CTF in a timely manner to ensure the 

Programme‟s financial sustainability and continuity; 

 

7. Strongly urge those governments that have not paid into the CTF in the past, to start doing so and for those 

with arrears, to settle the same promptly; 

 

8. Recognise the support provided by the Government of the Dominican Republic in hosting the present 

meetings (SPAW STAC5, SPAW COP7, LBS COP1, IGM15/COP12), at a cost of US$200,000 in 

reduction of their arrears to the Caribbean Trust Fund and subject to submission of a financial report and 

statement to UNEP; 

 

9. Request the Secretariat to continue its efforts to collect and to explore innovating financial mechanisms 

with Member States to facilitate payment of their arrears for example through support to meetings, 

workshops, etc.; 

 

10. Request that the Executive Director of UNEP, make the necessary provisions to extend the Caribbean 

Trust Fund until 2015.  
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DECISION II 

 

Having reviewed the Reports, Recommendations and Decisions of the Meetings convened under the 

Caribbean Environment Programme since the Fourteenth Intergovernmental Meeting; 

 

 

Decides to: 

 

1. Endorse the Decisions of the Seventh Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the SPAW Protocol held in, 

Punta Cana,  Dominican Republic on 23 October 2012 as contained in UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG 31/3; 

 

2. Endorse the Decisions of the First Meeting of the Contracting Parties(COP) to the Protocol Concerning 

Pollution from Land-Based Sources and Activities (LBS Protocol) in the Wider Caribbean Region, held in 

Punta Cana, Dominican Republic on 24 October 2012 as contained in UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.32/4; 
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DECISION III 

 

Having reviewed the Report of the Sixth Ordinary Meeting of the Steering Committee for the 

RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe, held in Willemstad, Curacao, 9-10 May 2012 (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG 33/INF.6 ); 

 

Having examined the Strategic Plan for the 2012-2013 Biennium of the Regional Activity Centre, 

REMPEITC-Caribe (UNEP (DEPI)/CAR IG 33/ INF 6.); 

 

Noting with thanks the continuous contribution of the Governments of France, Curacao (formerly 

Netherlands Antilles) and the United States to the RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe; 

 

Welcoming the offer from the Government of Curacao to continue hosting RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe on 

the island of Curacao, autonomous within the Kingdom of the Netherlands; 

 

Noting the major challenges faced in terms of having sufficient personnel and acknowledge the hard work 

put in by Consultants and staff, including those seconded by other governments; 

Acknowledging the need for continued cooperation in developing and implementing joint multilateral 

action for responding to oil spills in the Wider Caribbean Region; 

 

Welcoming the entry into force of the MARPOL Special Area Designation under Annex V for the 

Caribbean Sea; 

 

Encouraging governments to continue to participate in multilateral discussions and workshops to enable a 

more coordinated response to oil spill events; 

 

 

Decides to:  

 

1. Review and endorse the Recommendations of the 6
th

 Ordinary Meeting of the Steering Committee. 

 

2. Review and approve the Workplan and Budget for the biennium 2012-2013. 

 

3. Recognize the contribution of the Governments of France, USA and Curacao for their continued 

support to the Centre. 

 

4. Urge all Contracting Parties, to similarly support the Centre through future longer term secondments to 

sustain REMPEITC‟s activities. 

 

5. Encourage Contracting Parties to attend future Ordinary Steering Committee Meetings of 

RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe in order to ensure that the Centre‟s activities reflect the needs of the Wider 

Caribbean Region and all Contracting Parties. 

 

6. Encourage Contracting Parties of the Cartagena Convention to explore and consider in-kind support to 

the Centre‟s activities. 

 

7. Urge Contracting Parties to fulfill their obligations to develop, update, and/or approve their national 

contingency plans, conduct relevant exercises to ensure familiarity with their plan, and communicate 

annually changes to RAC/REMPEITC-Caribe as part of the reporting commitment under the Oil Spills 

Protocol. 

 

8. Urge the Contracting Parties to support the Caribbean Trust Fund so the Secretariat can provide better 

support to the work of the Centre through increased funding for projects and activities in the region.  

 

9. Endorse the draft Ballast Water Management Strategic Action Plan developed by the 2nd Regional 

Task Force Meeting. 
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10. Recognize the work of Mr. Thomas Smith, the Director of the Centre since 2005. 

 

11. Recognize the two departing secondments: from the United States, CDR Andrew Wood, and from 

France, Ms. Véronique Morinière, for their dedication and devotion to duty to the Centre. 
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DECISION IV 

 

Recalling the decision of the Thirteenth Intergovernmental Meeting to approve the Guidelines for the 

Operations of the Regional Activity Centres (RACs) and the Regional Activity Networks (RANs) for the Cartagena 

Convention (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.28/INF.5.Rev.1); 

 

Recognizing the ongoing efforts by the Secretariat to finalize and/or update Host Agreements for the 

Regional Activity Centres; 

 

Welcoming the completion of by UNEP of standardized Host Agreements for RACs under its Regional 

Seas Programme; 

 

 

Decides to: 

 

1. Request the Secretariat, in coordination with the Regional Activity Centres, to continue work to finalize 

outstanding Host Agreements with RAC Host Governments as soon as possible. 
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DECISION V 

 

Having reviewed the progress of the Caribbean Environment Programme during 2010-2012; 

  

Recognizing the need for the continuing development and implementation of the Caribbean Environment 

Programme for the 2013-2014 biennium and beyond; 

 

Request the Secretariat to prepare reporting guidelines for governments and undertake capacity building 

activities, as required, and dependent on available resources, that will enable governments to fulfill their reporting 

obligations under the Convention in a timely manner;  

 

Welcoming the recent ratification of the Cartagena Convention and all of its Protocols by the Governments 

of Guyana and Bahamas; and the ratification of the LBS Protocol by the Governments of Antigua and Barbuda and 

Grenada as well as the progress made by other Parties towards ratification of the LBS and SPAW Protocols; 

 

Acknowledging the entry into force of the LBS Protocol in 2010; 

 

Noting the importance of obtaining reports from countries on the status of implementation of the 

Convention and its Protocols; 

 

Recognizing that the reporting template should be kept under periodic review by the Secretariat including 

requesting governments to provide additional information as part of their reporting obligations under the 

Convention; 

 

 

Decides to: 

 

1. Encourage other governments to ratify the Cartagena Convention and its Protocols. 

 

2. Encourage governments to inform the Secretariat of the status and impacts of the implementation of the 

Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean 

Region and of its Protocols through the approved reporting template for the Cartagena Convention and its 

Protocols.  

 

3. Encourage greater involvement and participation of Focal Points in the development and implementation 

of the work programme of the Caribbean Environment Programme including participation at meetings of 

the Secretariat. 

 

4. Further request the Secretariat to continue its efforts to strengthen collaboration with regional agencies 

and relevant Convention Secretariats to enable more effective implementation of the Caribbean 

Environment Programme work plan. 

 

5. Commend, in particular, the Coordinator and staff of the Secretariat for the considerable progress made in 

implementing the Caribbean Environment Programme during the period since the Fourteenth 

Intergovernmental Meeting. 

 

6. Encourage governments to express their appreciation of, and support to, the Caribbean Environment 

Programme within their national institutions, as well as at relevant national, regional and global fora.   
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DECISION VI 

 

Noting with concern the existing financial limitations and constraints for countries of the Wider Caribbean 

Region to implement activities for the conservation of marine and coastal resources; 

 

Recognizing the need to make sufficient and timely financial resources available for the implementation of 

environmental projects in the region; 

 

Further recognizing the lack of baseline data relating to pollution, its sources and impacts in the Wider 

Caribbean Region; 

 

Noting the opportunities for partnership within the framework of the World Bank's Global Partnership on 

Oceans and in particular the priority of the Wider Caribbean Region for future work; 

 

Further noting the importance of private sector involvement in particular development banks in the future 

work of the Caribbean Environment Programme; 

 

Acknowledging the Decision of the LBS COP1 for further collaboration with the Global Partnership on 

Oceans; 

 

 

Decides to: 

 

1. Request the Secretariat, along with the Regional Activity Centres, and GEF Project Management Units to 

continue dialogue with the World Bank to identify regional and national priorities and funding 

opportunities to support the implementation of the workplan and budget for 2013/2014. 

 

2. Request that the further development of the State of Convention Area Report (SOCAR) with technical 

guidance from the Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment could form the framework for 

facilitating further discussions on the Global Partnership on Oceans.  
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DECISION VII 

 

Recognizing the efforts by the Secretariat and by RAC CIMAB to produce the final report of the update of 

Caribbean Environment Programme Technical Report No. 33 now Technical Report No.52; 

 

Acknowledging the achievements of the interim working group on environmental monitoring and 

assessment established by Decision XI of the Fourteenth IGM; 

 

Noting the continued efforts by the Secretariat to strengthen its information and data management capacity 

and its Clearing House Mechanism established under the GEF IWCAM project; 

 

Further Noting that further work is required to complete the proposed outline for the State of the 

Convention Area Report; 

 

 

Decides to: 

 

1. Endorse the specific recommendation of the LBS COP1 to enable the continued work of the Working 

Group on Monitoring and Assessment for the 2013/2014 biennium. 

 

2. Request that the Working Group continue as an open ended working group of experts nominated by 

Contracting Parties to the Cartagena Convention under the Chairmanship of the Government of Jamaica. 

 

3. Further request that the Chair of the Working Group reports to the 2
nd

 LBS STAC and as appropriate, to 

the LBS COP2. 
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DECISION VIII 

 

Acknowledging the numerous synergies and coordination efforts that the CEP has developed with relevant 

MEAs, programmes and initiatives; 

 

Noting the convening of several regional and global environmental meetings during the upcoming 

biennium of relevance to the work of the Caribbean Environment Programme; 

 

Acknowledging the benefits that could be realized by active participation by governments and the 

Secretariat in these events; 

 

 

 

Decides to: 

 

1. Welcome the continued collaboration with the RAMSAR Secretariat and urges the Secretariat to explore 

the development of additional synergies to facilitate the effective implementation of the approved workplan 

and budget. 

 

2. Welcome the Biological Corridor Initiative of the Caribbean between Cuba, Dominican Republic and Haiti 

and the progress made with the project Project “Establishment of the Biological Corridor in the Caribbean: 

a framework for the Conservation of the Biodiversity, Environmental Rehabilitation and Development of 

Alternative Livelihoods in Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Cuba" and encourage the Secretariat to 

identify opportunities for collaboration with the CEP and in particular with the SPAW subprogramme. 

 

3. Encourage the active participation of governments in LATINOSAN to be convened in Panama in 2013 

and call upon governments to indicate their interest in participating in planning meetings and discussions to 

be held in 2013. 

 

4. Request the Secretariat as host for the GEF International Waters Conference in 2013 to promote active 

participation by all GEF International Waters Projects in the Wider Caribbean Region in this conference 

particular those being executed by the Secretariat such as the GEF CReW Project under the AMEP 

subprogramme. 

 

5. Encourage Governments to nominate country experts to participate in the upcoming Regional Workshop 

in Miami, USA on the Regular Process as well as to serve on the Group of Experts at the global level; 
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DECISION IX 

 

Welcoming the presentation on the GEF Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem Project (CLME): Sustainable 

Management of the Shared Living Marine Resources of the Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem and Adjacent 

Regions; 

 

Taking note of the fact that the CLME Project Coordination Unit is currently undertaking a consultative 

process on the proposed content of the CLME Strategic Action Programme (SAP) with the CLME participating 

countries, including a large number of the contracting countries of the Cartagena Convention; 

 

 

Decides to: 

 

1. Urge the governments participating in the CLME and the Secretariat to continue working with the CLME 

Project on the timely finalization of relevant CLME Project components, including the Reef Biodiversity 

and Fisheries pilot project and SAP development. 

 

2. Encourage the Secretariat to explore, as feasible, further alignment of CEP Workplan activities with the 

relevant interventions for the CLME SAP, particularly those relevant to the AMEP and SPAW Programme 

Areas. 

 

3. Encourage the Secretariat to explore opportunities of collaboration with Brazil in areas of relevance to the 

Cartagena Convention and its Protocols and in the context of the CLME Project. 

 

4. Encourage the governments of the Wider Caribbean participating in the GEF CLME Project to consider 

the proposed interventions and activities for inclusion in the CLME SAP and to facilitate timely and 

adequate stakeholder consultations on the contents of the SAP at the national level, with the aim of 

achieving its region-wide endorsement in 2013. 
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DECISION X 

 

Recalling Decision VI of the Thirteenth Intergovernmental Meeting on the Action Plan for the 

Caribbean  Environment Programme and Tenth Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Cartagena Convention; 

 

Taking into account the recommendation of the Open Inter-sessional Drafting Group on the Rules of 

Procedure for the Cartagena Convention and the discussion held by the Contracting Parties on draft Rule 24 of the 

Rules of Procedure for the Cartagena Convention during the 10th meeting of the Contracting Parties to the 

Cartagena Convention; 

 

Acknowledging the need to maintain the high quality of performance of the Secretariat; 

 

Having reviewed the correspondence of 8 May 2012 sent by UNEP to the Government of Mexico 

responding to the letter of 16 March 2012 from the latter regarding the appointment and performance assessment of 

the Executive Secretary (the Coordinator) of CAR/RCU; 

 

Considering the agreements of Rio+20, on “The Future We Want” where in paragraph 77 states:  

 

“We acknowledge the vital importance of an inclusive, transparent, reformed, 

strengthened and effective multilateral system in order to better address the urgent global 

challenges of sustainable development today, recognizing the universality and central role 

of the United Nations and reaffirming our commitment to promote and strengthen the 

effectiveness and efficiency of the United Nations system.” 

 

Taking into account the draft decision on greater participation by Parties in the selection of the Executive 

Secretary proposed by the Government of Mexico and responding intervention by UNEP during the Fifteenth 

Intergovernmental Meeting on the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment Programme (IGM15) and the Twelfth 

Meeting of the Contracting Parties (COP12) of the Cartagena Convention; 

 

Acknowledging the rules and regulations of the United Nations in regards to the recruitment process; 

 

 

Decides to: 

 

1. Request that the Executive Director of UNEP notify all Parties of the Cartagena Convention when the 

position of Executive Secretary of the Cartagena Convention becomes vacant. 

 

2. Request also that the President of the Bureau of the Contracting Parties of the Cartagena Convention 

express in writing to the Executive Director of UNEP a request to participate in the interview panel of the 

final round of interviews for the short-listed candidates which makes a recommendation of a suitable 

candidate for his/her consideration noting that this decision lies with the Executive Director. 

 

3. Acknowledge that the recommendation made by the Interview Panel remains a recommendation and is not 

a rule that binds the Executive Director of UNEP in the final selection.  
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DECISION XI 

 

Acknowledging that the countries and territories of the western Atlantic Ocean from South America to the 

northern Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and south-eastern United States depend on the health of coral reefs and related 

ecosystems as they are a primary source of food, income, and are part of our culture; 

 

Concerned that the invasive lionfish (Pterois miles and P. volitans) poses a serious threat to coral reef 

ecosystems and associated biodiversity in these regions as the lionfish, native to the Indo-Pacific Oceans, have no 

known native predators in the western Atlantic and Caribbean; 

 

Recognizing that the lionfish invasion in the Caribbean region is a mounting threat to the biodiversity and 

ecological integrity of the region‟s coral reef ecosystems; 

 

Acknowledging that identifying and implementing measures to control the lionfish invasion, while 

minimizing other harm to marine ecosystems, are desirable; 

 

Noting the decision taken at the Sixth Conference of Parties to the SPAW Protocol in Montego Bay, 

Jamaica, October 2010, to participate in the development of a Caribbean regional response to the lionfish invasion 

and the progress report presented by the Secretariat in this regard (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.8); 

 

Highlighting the importance of collaboration and coordination among the countries and territories of the 

Caribbean and other key interested parties of the region: 

 

Recalling the International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI) 2009 Recommendation on Invasive Alien Species;  

 

Acknowledging the efforts of the GEF/UNEP/CABI Project “Mitigating the Threat of Invasive Alien 

Species in the Insular Caribbean (MTIASIC)” to build capacity in the insular Caribbean to manage the IAS impact; 

and.  

 

Recognizing further the important role of relevant international and regional organizations, initiatives and 

networks; 

 

 

Decides to: 

 

1. Urge governments to take immediate regional actions to control the lionfish invasion in collaboration with 

relevant international and regional partners and initiatives; and in particular encourage the implementation 

of the following actions: 

 

i. Support the Regional Lionfish Committee, through active collaboration and exchanges, and 

promotion of the Committee in relevant fora; 

 

ii. Promote the use and application of the best practices manual (Invasive Lionfish: A Guide to 

Control and Management) to generate local lionfish control strategies; 

 

iii. Encourage implementation of research and monitoring to increase knowledge, in order to 

generate greater interest and better control management actions; 

 

iv. Review national rules and regulations to ensure that they are consistent with best practices for 

the control of lionfish especially in Marine Protected Areas; 

 

v. Raise public awareness about the lionfish invasion across Wider Caribbean, especially in 

coastal communities, through outreach, education and capacity building, on options available 

for control and management of the invasive lionfish; 
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vi. Consider supporting the development and implementation of the regional strategy for the 

control of lionfish, prepared by the Regional Lionfish Committee. 

 

2. Encourage governments to participate in the development, promotion and adoption of the Caribbean IAS 

Strategy. 

 

3. Request governments to consider the strengthening of regional coordinating mechanisms for marine, 

terrestrial, and fresh water ecosystems issues that include IAS concerns and further consider the use of 

the CIAS.NET as an additional portal to share information on this regard. 
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INDICATIVE CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE BIENNIUM 2013-2014 

COUNTRY/ORGANISATION  2013 2014 

ANGUILLA 12,791  12,791  

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA 12,791  12,791  

ARUBA 11,663  11,663  

BAHAMAS 12,791  12,791  

BARBADOS 12,791  12,791  

BELIZE 11,663  11,663  

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 7,547  7,547  

CARIBBEAN NETHERLANDS 6,000  6,000  

CAYMAN ISLANDS  7,101  7,101  

COLOMBIA 22,914  22,914  

COSTA RICA 13,917  13,917  

CUBA 24,059  24,059  

CURACAO 10,000  10,000  

DOMINICA - COMMONWEALTH 12,791  12,791  

DOMINICA REPUBLIC 15,044  15,044  

FRANCE 291,597  291,597  

GRENADA 12,791  12,791  

GUATEMALA 13,917  13,917  

GUYANA 12,791  12,791  

HAITI 12,791  12,791  

HONDURAS 12,791  12,791  

JAMAICA 18,514  18,514  

MEXICO 40,000  40,000  

MONTSERRAT 3,430  3,430  

NICARAGUA 12,791  12,791  

PANAMA 13,917  13,917  

ST KITTS-NEVIS 3,430  3,430  

ST LUCIA 11,663  11,663  

ST MAARTEN 5,000  5,000  

ST VINCENT & THE GRENADINES 11,663  11,663  

SURINAME 12,791  12,791  

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 15,044  15,044  

TURK & CAICOS ISLANDS 6,174  6,174  

USA 400,000  400,000  

VENEZUELA 170,375  170,375  

  1,275,333  1,275,333  

2013 – Same as Contributions for the year 2012 

2014 – Same as Contributions for the year 2013 
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

 

 
Symbol Title Agenda Item 

 

Working Documents 

  

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/1 Provisional Agenda 1-3 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/2 Provisional Annotated Agenda 3 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/3 Draft Workplan and Budget for the Caribbean Environment 

Programme for the 2013-2014 Biennium 

6 

 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.31/3 Decisions of the Seventh Meeting of the Contracting Parties (COP) to 

the Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and 

Wildlife(SPAW) in the Wider Caribbean Region, Punta Cana, 

Dominican Republic, 23 October 2012 

6 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.32/4 Decisions of the First Meeting of the Contracting Parties (COP) to the 

Protocol Concerning Pollution from Land-Based Sources and 

Activities (LBS Protocol) in the Wider Caribbean Region, Punta Cana, 

Dominican Republic, 24 October 2012 

6 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/4 Recommendations of the Sixth Ordinary Meeting of the Steering 

Committee of the Regional Activity Centre/Regional Marine Pollution 

Emergency Information and Training Centre RAC/REMPEITC-

Caribe, Willemstad, Curacao, 9-10 May 2012 

6 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/5 Report of the Fifteenth Intergovernmental Meeting on the Action Plan 

for the Caribbean Environment Programme and Twelfth Meeting of 

the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection and 

Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean 

Region, Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 25-27 October 2012 

9 

Information Documents   

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/INF.1 Provisional List of Documents 1 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/INF.2 Provisional List of Participants 1 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/INF.3 Report of the Chairperson of the Monitoring Committee and President 

of the Bureau of Contracting Parties 

2 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/INF.4 Report of the Executive Director of UNEP on the Implementation of 

the 2010-2012 Workplan and Budget of the Caribbean Environment 

Programme  

5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.30/4 Rev.2 Rules of Procedure and Financial Rules for the Convention for the 

protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider 

Caribbean Region (Cartagena Convention) 

2.1 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/3 Report of the Working Group on the Evaluation of Protected Areas 

Proposed for Listing Under the SPAW Protocol  

5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.4 Report of the SPAW Regional Activity Centre (SPAW-RAC) in 

Guadeloupe: RAC Operations and Budget for the period 2010-2012 

5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.5 Update on the Caribbean Marine Protected Areas Management 

Network and Forum (CaMPAM) and its Major Activities (includes 

supplement on the Caribbean Challenge Project) 

5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.6 Report on the Implementation of Activities in Support of the Action 

Plan for the Conservation of Marine Mammals (MMAP) 

5 
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Symbol Title Agenda Item 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.7 The GEF Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem (CLME) Reef 

Biodiversity and Reef Fisheries Pilot Project: An Update of its Major 

Achievements 

5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.8 Status of Development of the Regional Strategy for the  Control of the 

Lionfish Invasion in the Wider Caribbean Region  

5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.9 Report of the Regional Workshop on Marine Mammal Watching in the 

Wider Caribbean Region (includes the Overarching Principles and 

Protection Guidelines for Marine Mammal Watching in the Wider 

Caribbean Region), Panama City, Panama, 19-22 October 2011 

5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG. 34/INF.10 Annotated Format for Presentation Reports for the Areas Proposed for 

Inclusion in the SPAW List 

5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG. 34/INF.11 Report from the Government of France on the Manatee Reintroduction 

Project in Guadeloupe, French West Indies 

5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG. 34/INF.13 The Nassau Grouper (Epinephelusstraitus): The Urgent Case for 

Regional Conservation and Management (English and Spanish) 

5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/7 Recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of the Scientific and Technical 

Advisory Committee (STAC) to the Protocol Concerning Specially 

Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW) in the Wider Caribbean Region, 

Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 22 October 2012 

6 

A/CONF.216/L.1 The Future We Want 5 

UNEP (DEPI)/RS.14 /WP.2.RS Ecosystem Approach to the Regional Seas Conventions and Action 

Plans (English only) 
5 

UNEP (DEPI)/RS.14 /WP.4.RS Blue Carbon – Opportunities for the Regional Seas Conventions and 

Action Plans(English only) 
5 

UNEP (DEPI)/RS.14 /WP.9.RS The Oceans Compact Healthy Oceans for Prosperity: An Initiative of 

the United Nations Secretary-General 
5 

UNEP (DEPI)/RS.14 /INF.1.RS Green Economy in a Blue World (English only) 5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG. 33/INF.4 

Rev.1 

Report of the Activities for the LBS Regional Activity Centres IMA 

(Trinidad and Tobago) and Cimab (Cuba) for 2010-2012 

5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.33/4 Report of the First Meeting of the Scientific, Technical and Advisory 

Committee (STAC) to the Protocol Concerning Pollution from Land-

Based Sources and Activities(LBS) Protocol in the Wider Caribbean 

Region, Oranjestad, Aruba, 5-7 June 2012 

5,6 

UNEP(DEPI)/CARWG.33/INF.5 

Rev.1 

Report of the Interim Working Group on Environmental Monitoring 

and Assessment 

5, 6 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.33/INF.6 CEP Technical Report 52: Domestic and Industrial Pollutant Loads 

and Watershed Inflows in the Wider Caribbean Region (Updated CEP 

Technical Report No. 33)  

5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.32/INF.9 

Rev.3 

Template for National Reporting  on the Cartagena Convention and its 

Protocols 

4 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/INF.5 Summary of National Reports of Contracting Parties to the 

Convention 

4 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/INF.6 Report of the Sixth Ordinary Meeting of the Steering Committee to the  

Protocol Concerning Cooperation in Combating Oil Spills in the 

Wider Caribbean Region, Willemstad, Curacao, 9-10 May 2012 

(including Annex 1-The Strategic Plan 2012-2013 for the Regional 

Activity Centre, REMPEITC Caribe (RAC/REMPEITC Caribe)) 

5-6 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.32/REF.5 

Rev.2 

Regional Strategy to Minimize the Transfer of Harmful Aquatic 

Organisms and Pathogens in Ships‟ Ballast Water and Sediments in 

the Wider Caribbean Region (English and Spanish only) 

6 
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UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/INF.7 RAC-REMPEITC Activity Report: Development of a GIS-Based 

Database for Maritime Traffic in the Wider Caribbean Region 

 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.32/INF.3 GEF IWCAM Final Project Evaluation Report 5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.33/INF.10 GEF Project Proposal: Implementing Integrated Land, Water & 

Wastewater Management in Caribbean SIDS (PIF) 

6 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.33/INF.11 GEF REPCar Final Project Report 5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.32/INF.4 GEF CReW Final Inception Report, Kingston, Jamaica, 7-8 February 

2012 

 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.33/INF.17 Workshop Summary for Regional Experts Workshop on 

Environmental Monitoring and Assessment, Montego Bay, Jamaica, 

26-30 September  2011 

5 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.29/5 Report of the Sixth Meeting of the Contracting Parties (COP) to the 

Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW) 

in the Wider Caribbean Region, Montego Bay, Jamaica, 5 October  

2010 

5-8 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.30/6 Report of the Fourteenth Intergovernmental Meeting on the Action 

Plan for the Caribbean Environment Programme and Eleventh 

Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the 

Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider 

Caribbean Region, Montego Bay, Jamaica, 6-9 October 2010 

5-8 

   

Reference Documents 

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/7 

 

Recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of the Scientific and Technical 

Advisory Committee (STAC) to the Protocol Concerning Specially 

Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW) in the Wider Caribbean Region, 

Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 23 October 2012  

 

5-8 

UNEP/GCSS.X/10 Proceedings of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial 

Environment Forum at its Tenth Special Session 

 

UNEP/LAC-IGWG.XVIII/10 Final Report of the XVIII Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of the 

Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, Quito, Ecuador, 31 

January–3 February 2012 

 

IAEA, 2011  Report of the Assessment Meeting for the Project: Use of Nuclear 

Techniques to Address the Management Problems of Coastal Zones in 

the Caribbean Region (RLA/7/012) 

 

UNEP, 2012 Draft Report of Third Intergovernmental Review Meeting on the 

Implementation of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection 

of the Marine Environment from Land-Based Pollution (GPA) 

and  Manila Declaration on Furthering the Implementation of  the 

Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine 

Environment from Land-Based Activities. Manila, 25–27 January 

2012 

 

UNEP(DEPI)/RS.9/6 Global Strategic Directions for the Regional Seas Programmes 2008-

2012: Enhancing the Role of the Regional Seas Conventions and 

Action Plans 

 

UNEP, 2012 Directory of Focal Points of the Caribbean Environment Programme.  

CEP Information Paper (English only) 
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UNEP, 2012 Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine 

Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region, Protocol Concerning 

Cooperation in Combating Oil Spills, Protocol Concerning Specially 

Protected Areas and Wildlife and the Protocol Concerning Pollution 

from Land-Based Sources and Activities  

 

UNEP/GC/3/Rev.3, 1988 Rules of Procedure of the Governing Council of UNEP  

UNEP, 1983a Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment Programme. UNEP 

Regional Seas Reports and Studies No. 26 

 

UNEP, 2012 UNEP Year Book: Emerging Issues in our Global Environment   

UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.24/CRP.9 

Rev.1 

Guidelines for Establishment and Operation of Regional Activity 

Centres and Regional Activity Networks for the Cartagena Convention 

 

UNEP DEPI GPA, 2011                             Global Partnership on Waste Management - Marine  Litter Work Plan- 

2012-2016 

 

STAP, 2011                                              

 

Marine Debris as a Global Environmental Problem: Introducing a 

solutions based framework focused on plastic. A STAP Information 

Document. Global Environment Facility 

 

STAP, 2012                                         Impacts of Marine Debris on Biodiversity: Current Status and 

Potential Solutions. A STAP Document. Global Environment Facility 

& Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity     
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Country/ País/ Pays 
Participants / Participantes/ 

Participants 
Title / Título / Titre / Address / Dirección/ Adresse Tel./Fax/E-mail /Website 

  

MEMBER STATES & TERRITORIES 

ANGUILLA Karim Hodge Director, Environment Department of Environment, Parliament 

Drive,  

Ministry of Home Affairs Building, P.O. 

Box 60, The Valley 

Tel: +264-497-0217 

Fax: +264-497-3389 

E-mail: karim.hodge@gov.ai  

ANTIGUA & 

BARBUDA 

 

Lionel Michael Chief Health Inspector Central Board of Health, 

Ministry of Health and Social 

Transformation 

St. John‟s 

Tel: +268-462-2936 

Cell: +268-764-1492 

Fax: +268-460-5992 

E-mail: zelmichael@hotmail.com/ 

zennie1492@gmail.com /  
cbh_chi@yahoo.com  

ARUBA Gisbert Boekhoudt Civil Servant in charge 

of Directorate of Nature 

and Environment 

Directorate of Nature and Environment                                      

Bernhardstraat 75, San Nicolas                                                  

Tel: +237-584-1199 

Fax: +297-584-4241 

E-mail: 

gisbert.boekhoudt@aruba.gov.aw  

BAHAMAS Maurice Isaacs 

(Head of Delegation) 

Veterinary Officer Ministry of Agriculture, Marine Resources, 

Local Government,  

P.O. Box N-3028 

Tel: +242-323-5306/325-7502 

Fax: +242-325-3960/ 326-5664 

E-mail: free4theresa@yahoo.com/ 

Maurice@batelnet.com  

Stacy Lubin-Gray Environment Officer The BEST Commission, Ministry of 

Environment and Housing, P.O. Box N-

7132 

Tel: +242-397-5509 

Fax: +242-326-3509 

E-mail: slubingray@gmail.com  

BELIZE Maxine Monsanto Senior Environmental 

Officer 

Department of Environment, Market 

Square, Belmopan 

Tel: +501-802-2816 

Fax: +501-802-2862 

E-mail:  doe.lawunit@ffsd.gov.bz / 

envirodept@ffsd.gov.bz/ 

envirodept@btl.net  
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mailto:zelmichael@hotmail.com/
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Participants 
Title / Título / Titre / Address / Dirección/ Adresse Tel./Fax/E-mail /Website 

COLOMBIA 

 

 

 

COLOMBIA 

(Cont’d) 

Elizabeth Taylor Jay Directora de Asuntos 

Marinos, Costeros y 

Recursos Acuáticos  

Ministerio de Ambiente y Desarrollo 

Sostenible 

Tel: +571-332-3400 ext. 1213 

E-mail: etaylor@minambiente.gov.co  

Claudia Vasquez 

Marazzani 

Coordinadora de Asuntos 

Ambientales 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores Tel: +571-381-4000 ext. 1637 

Claudia.vasquez@cancilleria.gov.co  

Ana María González Biologa Marina-

Profesional 

Especializada 

Dirección de Asuntos Marinos, Costeros 

y Recursos Acuáticos 

Ministerio de Ambiente y Desarrollo 

Sostenible 

Tel: +571-332-3400 ext. 2475 

amgonzalez@minambiente.gov.co 

Kelly Moreno Asesora de la Oficina de 

Asuntos Internacionales 

Ministerio de Ambiente y Desarrollo 

Sostenible 

Tel: +571-332-3400 ext. 2311 

kmoreno@minambiente.gov.co  

COSTA RICA Elídier Vargas Coordinador Proceso de 

Investigación y 

Desarrollo 

Dirección de Gestión de Calidad 

Ambiental, Ministerio de Ambiente, 

Energía y Telecomunicaciones  

Tel: +506-2257-1839 

Fax: +506-2258-2820 

E-mail: evargas@minae.go.cr  

 

CUBA Yadira Gonzalez International Relations 

Officer 

Ministry of Science, Technology and 

Environment 

Tel: +537-214-4256 

Fax: +537-214-4257 

E-mail: yadira.gonzalez@citma.cu / 

yadira.gonzalez73@gmail.com  

Susana Perera Especialista de CNAP Centro Nacional de Áreas Protegidas, 

Ministerio de Ciencia Tecnología y 

Medio Ambiente 

Tel: +537-202-7970 

E-mail: susana@snap.cu  

CURACAO Jacinto Ras Poilcy Officer- 

Environment and Nature 

Management 

Ministry of Health, Nature and 

Environment, Bellisimaweg 

Tel: +5999-432-5800 ext. 938 

E-mail: jacinto.ras@gobiernu.cw  

DOMINICAN 

REPUBLIC 

 

Ydalia Acevedo Monegro Viceministra de Costeros 

y Marino 

Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Recursos 

Naturales, Santo Domingo 

Tel: +809-567-4300 ext. 6170 

Cell: +809-501-2692 

ydalia.acevedo@ambiente.gob.do  

Nuris Castro Martinez Asistente Tecnica – 

Viceministerio de 

Recursos Costeros y 

Marinos 

Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y recursos 

Naturales, Santo Domingo 

Tel: +809-567-4300 ext. 6170 

Cell: +809-886-4356 

E-mail: nuris.castro@ambiente.gob.do  

Julio Mora   Tel: +809-501-6929 

E-mail: agromora@hotmail.com  

mailto:etaylor@minambiente.gov.co
mailto:Claudia.vasquez@cancilleria.gov.co
mailto:amgonzalez@minambiente.gov.co
mailto:kmoreno@minambiente.gov.co
mailto:evargas@minae.go.cr
mailto:yadira.gonzalez@citma.cu
mailto:yadira.gonzalez73@gmail.com
mailto:Susana@snap.cu
mailto:jacinto.ras@gobiernu.cw
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Participants 
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FRANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

Francois Lengrand  

(Chef de delegation) 

Chargé de mission Bureau biodiversite et milieux, Direction 

des affaires europeennes et 

internationales, Ministere de l‟ecologie, 

du developpement durable et de l‟energie 

(MEDDE) 

Tel : +33-140-81-76-13 

Fax : +33-140-81-16-10 

francois.lengrand@developpement-

durable.gouv.fr    

Lydia Meyer 

 

Coordinatrice affaires 

internationales et 

communautaires 

Direction de l‟eau et de la biodiversite, 

Ministere de l‟ecologie, du 

developpement durable et de l‟energie 

Tel : +33-140-81-37-20 

E-mail : lydia.meyer@developpement-

durable.gouv.fr  

FRANCE 

(GUADELOUPE) 

Xavier Delloue 

 

Charge de mission Service des ressources naturelles, 

Direction de l‟environnement de 

l‟amenagement et du logement de la 

Guadeloupe (DEAL) 

Tel : +05-90-41-04-52 

Fax : +05-90-99-3565 

xavier.delloue@developpement-

durable.gouv.fr  

GRENADA Paul Phillip Senior Environmental 

Officer 

Ministry of Environment, Foreign Trade 

& Export Development, Financial 

Complex, The Carenage, St. George 

Tel: +473-440-2102 ext. 2062 

Fax : +473-440-0775 

E-mail : paul.phillip@gmail.com / 

tradegrenada@gmail.com  

 

GUATEMALA Leila Villatoro Subdirectora ONU Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores 

2 Avenida 4-17 Zona 10 

Tel: +502-2410-0000 ext.      

                                

3130/3106/3133/3135 

Fax: +502-2332-1172 

E-mail: lvillatoro@minex.gob.gt/ 

lcvillatoro@hotmail.com  

GUYANA Geeta Singh Director Environmental Management Division, 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Tel : +592-225-0506 

Fax : +592-225-5481 

E-mail : epa@epaguyana.org  

HONDURAS Marnie Portillo Ingeniera Ambiental Direccion de Biodiversidad, Secretaria de 

Recursos Naturales y Ambiente 

Tel: +504-9570-6440/2239-8161 

E-mail: maxiporo@gmail.com  

JAMAICA Paulette Kolbusch Senior Manager Environmental Management Sub-

division, National Environment & 

Planning Agency, 10-11 Caledonia 

Avenue, Kingston 5 

Tel : +876-754-7540  

Fax : +876-754-7594 

E-mail : pkolbusch@nepa.gov.jm  

MEXICO Maria Antonieta Ricoy Subdirectora para la 

Agenda Azul 

Secretaria de Medio Ambiente y Recursos 

Naturales (SEMARNAT) 

Tel: +55-5628-0600 ext. 1226 

antonieta.ricoy@semarnat.gob.mx  

mailto:francois.lengrand@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
mailto:francois.lengrand@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
mailto:lydia.meyer@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
mailto:lydia.meyer@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
mailto:xavier.delloue@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
mailto:xavier.delloue@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
mailto:paul.phillip@gmail.com
mailto:tradegrenada@gmail.com
mailto:lvillatoro@minex.gob.gt/
mailto:lcvillatoro@hotmail.com
mailto:epa@epaguyana.org
mailto:maxiporo@gmail.com
mailto:pkolbusch@nepa.gov.jm
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Country/ País/ Pays 
Participants / Participantes/ 

Participants 
Title / Título / Titre / Address / Dirección/ Adresse Tel./Fax/E-mail /Website 

     

MONTSERRAT Stephen Mendes Environment Technician- 

Education 

Department of Environment 

Ministry of Agriculture, Land, Housing & 

the Environment, P.O. Box 272, Brades 

Tel: +664-491-9278/ 493-5717 

Fax: +664-491-9276 

E-mail: mendess@gov.ms/ 

mullingsd@gov.ms  

NETHERLANDS 

(KINGDOM OF THE) 

 

 

 

 

Haike Haanstra 

(Head of Delegation) 

Policy Advisor Ministry Economic Affairs, Agriculture 

Innovation, P.O. Box 20401, 2500 EK, 

The Hague 

Tel: +3170-378-4905 

E-mail: h.j.haanstra@mineleni.nl    

Paul Hoetjes Policy Advisor Ministry Economic Affairs, Agriculture 

Innovation, P.O. Box 357, Kralendijk, 

Caribbean Netherlands 

Tel: +599-715-8308 

Fax: +599-795-9086 

paul.hoetjes@rijksdienstcn.com 

PANAMA Denise Delvalle Asesora Tecnica Autoridad Nacional del Ambiente, Ciudad 

de Panamá 

Tel: +507-500-0806 

E-mail: ddelvalle@anam.gob.pa / 

denise_delvalle@hotmail.com   

ST. KITTS & NEVIS Randel Thompson Fisheries Biologist Department of Marine Resources, P.O. 

Box 3, Bay Road, Basseterre, St. Kitts 

Tel: +869-465-8045 

Fax: +869-466-7254 

E-mail: randel.thompson24@gmail.com 

ST. LUCIA Yasmin Jude Sustainable Development 

& Environment Officer 

Ministry of Sustainable Development, 

Energy, Science and Technology, 

Graeham Louisy Administrative Building, 

Waterfront, Castries 

Tel: +758-451-8746 

Fax: +758-450-1904 

E-mail: yjude@sde.gov.lc  

ST. MAARTEN Claudius Carty PSCO/ Maritime 

Inspector 

Civil Aviation & Shipping and Maritime 

Affairs 

Tel: +721-542-2702/542-2507 

Fax: +721-542-2701 

Claudius.carty@sintmaartengov.org/  

Louis.halley@sintmaartengov.org  

ST. VINCENT & THE 

GRENADINES 

Lucille Grant Fisheries Officer Fisheries Division, Ministry of Agriculture 

Rural Transformation, Forestry, Fisheries 

and Industry 

Tel: +758-456-2738 

Fax: +758-457-2112 

E-mail: fishdiv@vincysurf.com / 

lucillesvg@yahoo.com   

TURKS & CAICOS Eric Salamanca Scientific Officer Department of Environment & Maritime 

Affairs, Providenciales 

Tel: +649-941-5122 

Fax: +649-946-4793 

E-mail: ericfsalamanca@gmail.com  

mailto:mendess@gov.ms/
mailto:mullingsd@gov.ms
mailto:h.j.haanstra@mineleni.nl
mailto:paul.hoetjes@rijksdienstcn.com
mailto:ddelvalle@anam.gob.pa
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mailto:Claudius.carty@sintmaartengov.org/%20%20Louis.halley@sintmaartengov.org
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UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/5 

Annex VIII, Page 5 
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Participants 
Title / Título / Titre / Address / Dirección/ Adresse Tel./Fax/E-mail /Website 

 

  

UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J. Nathan Bland 

(Head of Delegation) 

Foreign Affairs Officer Office of Ocean and Polar Affairs 

Bureau of Oceans & International 

Environmental & Scientific Affairs 

US Department of State,  

2201 C Street NW, Washington DC 20520 

Tel: +202-647-3879 

Fax: +202-647-4353 

E-mail: BlandJN@state.gov  

Clement Lewsey 

(Alternate Head of 

Delegation) 

Director National Ocean Service International 

Program Office, US Department of 

Commerce, National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration, 1315 East-

West Hwy, Room 5652, Silver Spring, MD 

20910 

Tel: +301-713-3078 

Fax: +301-713-4263 

E-mail: Clement.Lewsey@noaa.gov  

Stephanie Adrian International 

Environmental Affairs 

Specialist  

Office of International & Tribal Affairs 

Global Affairs and Policy, US 

Environmental Protection Agency, 1300 

Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington 

DC, 20460 

Tel: +202-564-6444 

Fax: +202-564-2411 

E-mail: Adrian.stephanie@epa.gov  

Steve Morrison International Affairs 

Specialist 

National Ocean Service International 

Program Office, US Department of 

Commerce, National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration, 1315 East-

West Hwy, N/IP, Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Tel: +301-713-3078 

Fax: +301-713-4263 

E-mail: steve.morrison@noaa.gov  

Robert Pond Technical Advisor Office of Marine Environmental Response, 

US Coast Guard (CG-MER), 2100 2
nd

 

Street, SW, Washington DC 20593 

Tel: +202-372-2240 

Fax: +202-372-2905 

E-mail: Robert.G.Pond@uscg.mil  

Grisel Rodriguez Coordinator Marine Mammal Rescue Program, Fisheries 

Research Laboratory, P.O. Box 3665, 

Marina Station, Mayaguez, Puerto Rico 

00681-DNER 

Tel: +787-833-2025 

Fax: +787-834-2410 

E-mail: torneo-pr@yahoo.com  

Krystle Norman Economic Officer/ ESTH 

Officer 

US Embassy Santo Domingo, Cegar Penson 

Esquina, Leolpoldo nararro 
Tel: +809-731-4203 

Fax: +809-731-4323 

E-mail: normankw@state.gov  

mailto:BlandJN@state.gov
mailto:Clement.Lewsey@noaa.gov
mailto:Adrian.stephanie@epa.gov
mailto:steve.morrison@noaa.gov
mailto:Robert.G.Pond@uscg.mil
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Country/ País/ Pays 
Participants / Participantes/ 

Participants 
Title / Título / Titre / Address / Dirección/ Adresse Tel./Fax/E-mail /Website 

OBSERVERS 

CABI/CARIBBEA

N AND CENTRAL 

AMERICA  

Naitram Ramnanan Regional Representative 

& IAS Coordinator 

Gordon Street, Curepe, St. rinidad & 

Tobago 

Tel: +1868-662-4173 

Tel: +868-645-7628 

E-mail: N.Ramnanan@cabi.org  

CEHI 

 

 

 

 

Patricia Aquing Executive Director Caribbean Environmental Health 

Institutute, P.O. Box 1111, the Morne, 

Castries, St. Lucia 

Tel: +758-452-2501 

Fax: +758-453-2721 

E-mail: paquing@cehi.org.lc  

Christopher Cox Programme Director Caribbean Environmental Health 

Institutute, P.O. Box 1111, the Morne, 

Castries, St. Lucia 

Tel: +758-452-2501 

Fax: +758-452-2721 

E-mail: ccox@cehi.org.lc  

CLME PROJECT Patrick Debels Coordinador Regional Unidad de Coordinación del Proyecto 

CLME Cartagena, Colombia 

Tel: +575-664-0914 

Fax: +575-664-8882 

E-mail: patrickD@unops.org  

GEF CREW Denise Forrest Project Coordinator 6
th
 Floor Dyoll Building,  

40-46
th

 Knutsford Boulevard, Kingston 5, 

Jamaica 

Tel: +876-764-0821 

Fax: +876-764-0852 / 764-0853 

E-mail: dforrest@iadb.org  

GRUPO 

PUNTACANA 

  Jake Kheel Environmental Director Grupo Puntacana Tel: +809-959-9221 

Fax: +809-959-8483 

E-mail: jkheel@puntacana.com  

OFICINA TRI-

NACIONAL DEL 

CORREDOR 

BIOLÓGICO EN 

EL CARIBE 

Nicasio Vina Director Jose Mesor #2, Barahora, Republica 

Dominicana 

Tel: +829-365-6365 

E-mail: cbc.director@pnuma.org  

PAHO/ WHO 

 

 

PAHO/ WHO 

(Cont’d) 

Ana Quan Environmental Health 

Advisor 

PAHO/ WHO 

OPS/OMS/DOR 

Tel: +809-562-1519 ext. 257 

Fax: +809-544-0322 

E-mail: aquan@dor.ops-oms.org  

Sally Edwards Advisor, Sustainable 

Development and 

Environmental Health 

P.O. Box 508, Bridgetown, Barbados Tel : +246-434-5200 ext. 40033 

E-mail : edwardss@paho.org  

RAMSAR 

CONVENTION 

SECRETARIAT 

Maria Rivera Senior Advisor for the 

Americas 

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, Rue 

Mauverney 28, Gland, Switzerland 

Tel: +412-2999-0175 

Fax: +412-2999-0169 

E-mail: rivera@ramsar.org  

mailto:N.Ramnanan@cabi.org
mailto:paquing@cehi.org.lc
mailto:ccox@cehi.org.lc
mailto:patrickD@unops.org
mailto:dforrest@iadb.org
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mailto:cbc.director@pnuma.org
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Country/ País/ Pays 
Participants / Participantes/ 

Participants 
Title / Título / Titre / Address / Dirección/ Adresse Tel./Fax/E-mail /Website 

UNEP CMS Franciso Rilla Information & Capacity 

Building Officer 

UNEP Convention on the Migration of 

Species of Wild Animals, United 

Nations Premises in Bonn, Hermann-

Ehlers-Str. 10, 53113 Bonn, Germany 

Tel: +49-0228-815-2460 

Fax: +49-0228-815-2449 

E-mail: frilla@cms.int  

UNESCO IOC Cesar Toro Head of IOCaribe 

(UNESCO) 

The Towers, 3
rd

 Floor, 25 Dominica 

Drive, Kingston 5, Jamaica 

Tel: +876-630-5300 

Direct Line: +876-630-5317 

Fax: +876-630-5325 

E-mail: c.toro@unesco.org  

UN UNIVERSITY 

INSTITUTE FOR 

WATER, 

ENVIRON-MENT 

& HEALTH 

(UNU-INWEH) 

Hanneke Van Lavieren LAC Regional 

Coordinator 

UN University Institute for Water, 

Environment & Health (UNU-IWEH) 

Tel: +905-667-5494 

Fax: +905-667-5510 

E-mail: hanneke.vanlavieren@unu.edu  

VERIZON Dircia Paulino Panelist  Tel: +809-957-2859 

E-mail: a.industriales@verizon.net.do  

 

 

WASTE FREE 

OCEANS 

FOUNDATION 

“THE 

AMERICAS” 

Luc Mellaerts Vice-President Avenue de Cortenbergh 71, 1000 Brussels, 

Belgium 

Tel : +32-2-732-41-24 

Fax : +32-2-732-42-18 

E-mail : 

luc.mellaerts@wastefreeoceans.eu  

Alvaro Fernandez de Celis Communication Manager Avenue de Cortenbergh 71, 1000 Brussels, 

Belgium 

Tel : +32-2-732-41-24 

Fax : +32-2-732-42-18 

E-mail : 

alvaro.fernandez@wastefreeoceans.eu  

WORLD BANK 

 

Jostein Nygard Team Leader- Pollution 

Management, Urban 

Development 

1818 H Street, NW, Washington, DC 

20433 USA 

Tel: +202-458-5660 

E-mail:  jnygard@worldbank.org  

 

Emilia Battaglini  1818 H Street, NW, Washington, DC 

20433 USA 

E-mail: ebattaglini@worldbank.org    

 

mailto:frilla@cms.int
mailto:c.toro@unesco.org
mailto:hanneke.vanlavieren@unu.edu
mailto:a.industriales@verizon.net.do
mailto:luc.mellaerts@wastefreeoceans.eu
mailto:alvaro.fernandez@wastefreeoceans.eu
mailto:jnygard@worldbank.org
mailto:ebattaglini@worldbank.org


UNEP(DEPI)/CAR IG.33/5 

Annex VIII, Page 8 

 

SECRETARIAT 
14-20 Port Royal Street 

Kingston, Jamaica W.I. 

www.cep.unep.org 

TEL: 876-922-9267-9 

FAX: 876- 922-9292 

Jacqueline Alder Coordinator of the Freshwater and Marine  

Ecosystem Branch, Division of Environmental 

Policy Implementation (DEPI), United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP), P.O. Box 

47074- 00100, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: +254 (20) 762-3753 

Fax: +254 (20) 762-4249 

E-mail: Jacqueline.Alder@unep.org  

Nelson Andrade Colmenares Coordinator  nac@cep.unep.org  

Alessandra Vanzella-Khouri Programme Officer (SPAW) avk@cep.unep.org  

Christopher Corbin  Programme Officer  (AMEP) cjc@cep.unep.org  

Annie Muchai Fund Management/ Administrative Officer am@cep.unep.org  

Donna Sue Spencer Communications Officer (GEF CReW) ds@cep.unep.org  

Coral Fernandez Senior Secretary  cf@cep.unep.org  

Lesma Levy Administrative Assistant Personnel ll@cep.unep.org  

Corinne Allen Finance Assistant ca@cep.unep.org  

Sanya Wedemier-Graham Programme Assistant  (AMEP) sw@cep.unep.org 

Nishka Waite Programme Assistant (SPAW) nw@cep.unep.org  

André Dixon Computer Information Systems Assistant ad@cep.unep.org  

Donna Henry Hernandez Administrative Assistant (GEF CReW) dhh@cep.unep.org  

Chrishane Williams Team Assistant  AMEP/CETA  cw@cep.unep.org  

 

 

  

http://www.cep.unep.org/
mailto:Jacqueline.Alder@unep.org
mailto:nac@cep.unep.org
mailto:avk@cep.unep.org
mailto:cjc@cep.unep.org
mailto:am@cep.unep.org
mailto:ds@cep.unep.org
mailto:cf@cep.unep.org
mailto:ll@cep.unep.org
mailto:ca@cep.unep.org
mailto:sw@cep.unep.org
mailto:nw@cep.unep.org
mailto:ad@cep.unep.org
mailto:dhh@cep.unep.org
mailto:cw@cep.unep.org
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Country/Pays / 

País 

Participants / 

Participants 

/Participantes 

Title / Titre / Título Address / Adresse / Dirección Tel./Fax/E-mail /Website 

RAC CIMAB Antonio Villasol Director Centro de Ingenieria y Manejo 

Ambiental de Bahias y Costas, Havana, 

Cuba 

Tel: +537-793-7387  

E-mail: villasol@cimab.transnet.cu 

/avillasol@gmail.com  

RAC IMA Amoy Lum Kong Director Institute of Marine Affairs 

Hilltop Lane, Chaguaramas, Trinidad & 

Tobago 

Tel: +868-634-4292 (-4) 

Fax: +868-634-4433 

E-mail: director@ima.gov.tt  

 

RAC REMPEITC  

 

 

Felton Gilmore IMO Consultant RAC REMPEITC –Caribe 

Aviation and Meteorology Building, 

Seru Mahuma z/n, Curacao 

Tel: +5999-839-3718 

Fax: +5999-868-4996 

E-mail: fgilmore@cep.unep.org  

Anne Reglain IMO Consultant RAC REMPEITC –Caribe 

Aviation and Meteorology Building, 

Seru Mahuma z/n, Curacao 

Tel: +5999-839-3719 

Fax: +599-868-4996 

E-mail: areglain@cep.unep.org  

SPAW RAC 

 

 

 

 

Souan Helene Directrice Chemin des Bougainvilliers, 97100 

Basse-Terre, Guadeloupe 

Tel : +530-590-80-14-99 

Fax : +530-590-80-05-46 

E-mail : 

helene.souan.carspaw@guadeloupe-

parcnational.fr 

CaMPAM Georgina Bustamante Coordinator 3800 N Hills Dr. #216, Hollywood, 

Florida 33021, USA 

Tel: +954-963-3626 

Fax: +954-963-3626 (request) 

E-mail: gbustamante09@gmail.com  

CANADA Monica Borobia Consultant UNEP CAR/RCU Tel: +604-997-0805 

E-mail: m_borobia@yahoo.com 
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mailto:director@ima.gov.tt
mailto:fgilmore@cep.unep.org
mailto:areglain@cep.unep.org
mailto:helene.souan.carspaw@guadeloupe-parcnational.fr
mailto:helene.souan.carspaw@guadeloupe-parcnational.fr
mailto:gbustamante09@gmail.com
mailto:m_borobia@yahoo.com



